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3 THE REDBIRD.

OF all the birds of the Cnpadi_nn forests,
are are nono more interesting in my osti-
hation than the Redbird.  Its size e uals
gnt ofthe Red wing Blackbird. The Rod-

ird eoldom appears till lato in the spring,
®yhen its splendid colour among the decp
“green and rich and glossy foliago of the
esh-blowing grovo is most conspicuous
~aid beautiful. 1 have watched two of the
‘Saled of these birds, sitting on contiguous
Hranches of the sante tree, for long lengths
3pf'time, without any motion on the part of
gither; which circumstance had often led
e to helicve the male and fomale of the
same colonr, and that this was their manuer
%oi‘courtahip : but from subsequent expe-
rience and observation, I found myself
{quite mistaken I havesinee found the fe-
fmale to be of greon colour mixed withdun;
{and that this inexplicable conduct of the
{ males was the result of contantion for some
favourite mistress. Such is the chivalric
love of birds. Although the song of this
bird is nat long, still its whistle and notes
are not excelled by any of our sylvan songs-
tors. I havo never observed the female
sing; but the male, among the thickly
waving tops of the maple, ash orlbeech, has
often delighted me at morn or sun-set with
his moilow notes. During the time of in-
cubation with the fomale, ho can often ho
hoard to utter a hursh and grating cry., He
scldom visits the nest of his partner till the
young arc hatched ; whoreas, on the con
tragy, the female may always be seen about
the nest, of which she is extremely sareful,
and shows her anxiety at the apprsach of
large birds by elating her featbers and ut-

tering harsh sounde, CAROLUS
' 4 .

Swerrrons or Leaves, Frowers, &ec.
—We often see in museums and scientific
coflections, those beautiful and delicate
preparations, which afford the reflective
mind materials for contemplation, at the
ereative power of the Omniposent Deity
The manuer in which these spacimens, or
skelet _ leaves,as they are denominated,
are has been kept a protound se-
or :T"&oﬂe who are in ‘he habit of ma~
t("e ""; . but the method is extremely
q;'::f‘? "::)d performed as follows :—The
im‘f’“"mp to be placed ina smaltl [:]Oﬂlos

until it is perfectly putrid, an
of watar until it Q\I:rater isyfo be prefor-

for this nurpose ho rafor.
red ; it is then fo be taken out and laid up

on & marhlasiab, or fiat surface: a delicat®
stream of clear water is then gently to he
poured upon it.and thus the putrid parli-
olas are waghed away, laaving nothing be.
Wind but a sevias of apparently wonody fi-
Yires, or sap veserls, which constitute a
beantifal net-work. narticulatly in }lm
smallar leaves. 'This operation heing
performed, it in to be placed in its natur

a] situation to dry, and when this is_aes
comnhshed. it may be glued on a table of
black velvet (as iz usnally done,) placed
*~ a glazed {rame, or glass case as fancy

may direst. Tlis being done, it may be
putin a muscum, and be preserved for
years. Until the student is au.fait in
theae preparations, he should commenco
his experimeunts with the largest loaves,
ag he will be less likely to fail, than with
the more delicate.— Scientific Gaz.

‘THE SNOW-BIRD.

The Snow-Bird of America iz romarked
among ornithologists for the obscurity
which bangs round its histor On the
first approuch of winter it suddenly makes
its appearance at the farm house. appas
rently driven by the inclommency of the
woather to court the society of man.
Whence it comes, no one can’ tell; and
whither it goes, (Tor his exit is as sudden
as its entrance) no one has yet been able
te discover. Itis supposed to bein real-
ity another bird; only that its plumes by
some mysterious and irresistable power,
bas been suddenly changed. It delights
to fiover near hay ricks, feeding on the
wheat they contain while in very bleak
weather, when the ground isclad with
universal snow, and the air is piercingly

cold, it may bo easily attracted 1o the par.-

lor windows, by throwing fourth a fow
crumbs—the desolation of its lot causing
it toforge: its natural fear of man. There
is u foeling of melancholy passes over the
wind when the bleak and droary land.
scupo, deserted by all other tenantsof the
aur, is only enlivened with the presence of
the mournful Snow-Bird. Yet, aven in
the bitterest weather, he is always gay
and lively; and (he desoiution of the
scenery around himseems to have no sad-
dening effect upon his cheerful heart.

PORTRBY,

The author of the following picce bas sent us
several articles of poetry, but does not say wheth-
er they werg ever published,  We admire his ofu-
g10ns, and slialt publish all in their turn.

D LET HER ALONE TO BE SURE.
Xf the maid I adored, so faithful and trae,
My presence would never endure,
The case would betrying and what should Ido?
Oh, Id et her alone, to be suro.
T'd say to her “go and do as you will;
Find some one whose Jove is more pure,"”
For I never could bear to wish her anill;
And Pdlet her alone, to be sure.

There's anothier, T'd say, whosc eyes glow agbright,
As gweetly as her’s over could 5
‘Whose conntenanco beams with ns noblea light—

And I'd let ber alonc so I would.

There are othors, I'd tell her, whose faces are clad
With smiles a5 delightful and pures

Who'd smile e'en thro’ tears, when Tamseensad—
And Id Iet her alonc to be sure.

There are others, whose tears flow as softly & gweet,

Whose hearts with kind pity can bleed,
‘Whose presence can make the dull hours as flect—

And I’d let her alone, sir, indeed.

Then what shonld X care for the maid proud and coy,

That cannot my presence endare ; .
Thero ard others who'd giveme a welcome with joy

g be sure.
And T'd fet fier atone to W. BB E.

WRITTER FOR THE CASKET,
A FRAGMENT.
O happy days for you I sigh—
The days when I was young;
‘When innacenco play'd in mino eyo,
Aud virtuo taught my tongue.

When this gay world's delusive scene,
To mo was little known,

And I liv’d happy and sercne,
Benoath a peaceful home.

My hours wore past with gay delight
All then was bliss to me;

No dark foreboding seem'd to blight
Swoet homo's felicity.

But ah, those happy days are fled ;
Short have my pleasures been;
Reflection fills mysoul with dread,

My heart with sorrows keon.

My flattering lips forbid me tell
When all my woes began;

When innocenco a victom fell
T'o vain decsitful man.

For man my carly ruin sought,
‘Which caus’d me far to roam—
My heart feels broken at the thought

When first Iloft my home,

O bappy days! for you I sigh—

The days when I was young,
4" When innocence play'd in mine eye.
And virtue taaght my tongnz.
: G. If.
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