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THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN.

fearl"ul,\-ﬁ\comf&rt the doubtful, to cautioy the formal,

i

and $o ’QheckAxhe‘:p‘qélmptnoui,; gjnce gll this variety of; °

temper s found in every mixed congregation.’
~The confession itself is most: solemn in its form, and
comprehengive in its meaning ; fyrit includes all kinds of|

sin, both of omission and commission—it speaks of leav-|tism, is the direction given to. Abraham and his descen-

ing things undone which ought to have been done, and of|
doing things which ought not to have heen done. The
desigi; ih giving (hie general form to the confession of sins,

fessing the sins he bas individinlly ¢ cqmmitted,by thought,!

wory, and deed, ‘against- the divine majesty,’ it terths
which may. be used by all the congregation.- o

~If it be objected to this form of confession, thatit does
not specify perticulax siss ; it:may’ba replied, that if it.did
dedcend to a minuta specification, it would cease tobe a
general confession, and wauld consequently be inappro-
priate toa mixed assembly ; for we would charitably hope
there is no one. transgression, in which every member of
a christian congregatiqn continually allows himself; and
weare sure there ate none which may not, be included
in the confession we use.

We have offonded against the holy laws of God in some],

way, or other : but we have each our own way of doing it.
The plague. of one man’s heart is_his pride—of another,
is his intemperate passion—aof another, is his worldliness
—of another, is his deadness in religion ; and it is expect~
ed that every devout worshipper will accompany the ge-,
neral gonfession of his life, with a particular confession of
his own personal sins, in his heart. - )

We take the liberty to remind ourreaders of the propriety|.

of their being present at the beginning of the service, that
they may prepare themselves, by confession of their sins,
for the devotion that follow. By delaying to enter the
sanctuary till after the worship has begun, they not only
disturb the devotions of others, but Jose the opportunity
of casting down their own burdeuos at the_foot of the cross.
¢ Then I said, I will confess my sins unto the Lord ; and
80 thou forgavest the wickedness of my sin.’

When confession of gins has been made both by people
and priest, the latter stands and pronounces the declara-
tion of absolution, or remission of sins, ¢to all those.who
trly repent, and unfeignedly believe the holy gospel.’ It
is not, ag somg have idly supposed,that the minister claims,
the power_ of conveying pardon to this or to that particu-
lar persop, ; since, ifhe had such a power, hiawant of that
knowledge of hearts which would enable him to, apply it
aright, would:hindeg him from exercising it: but §s.one
to whom ¢ the ministry of reconciliation has been commit:|
ted,’ he has received. ¢ power and commandment, to de-
clare and pronounce tothe people,htgeing penitent, the ab-
solution and remission of their sihg..‘,._, And if you will take
the pains to examine the rubrick, you, wilkfiod that this is
not called an absolution.of sins, but.a declaratjon of abso-
lutiop. It expresses God’s willingness.to forgive the
penitent, and the terms on which he is willing to-receive
them infg favour, and cannot .with fairness he copstrued
to mean any thing else.

We canpot but remark the propriety with which our.
publick devotions are introduced. by confession of sins,
and the declaration of absolution. We are moved, in the
exhortation, ¢to acknowledge and confess our manifold
sins and wickedness, to the end that we miy obtain for-
giveness.ofshe same,’ preparatory to the succeeding exer-
cises, of thanksgiving and prayer. In this, we imitate the
examples of the,early christians, who, according to St.Ba-
gil; ‘immed?ateky;uppn,thcir entering the housg of 'prayer,
made copfession of thoeir sins to God, with much sorrow,
concern, and tears, every man pranouncing his own con-
fession with his owu mouth.’ Aadin the recorded prayers
of Ezra andDaniel,we find them introducing their requests
in tha same way ; and indeed, the practice is so corbo.-

T be continued.

was; :to allow each person the privilege of mentally cou-"(l Cor. v.6,.7; and Cul,ii. 11, 12,) The covenant

fers with the different aspects which faithtegrs toiit.

;I‘L_!’lf 'CHURCHMAN'S"AEABUNS : w;gnamemé;ms CHAL-

" %. . DREN Te.BAPTIM. . .
Conlinued.

" 8. That which, above all,” ésfablishés” my mind in

the duty of bringing my children to Christ’s holy bap-

dants, to circumcise their childgen when eight duys
old. For, as the passover was 4 type of the Lord’
smpper, 80, wes-swepmeision u type of baptism—

jof. gyuce, under bnth dispensations, is one and the same;
and both circymeision and bsptinm are to be considered
s reals of the Rightedumess of the Faith of Christ.
( Row. ive 11, and Acty ii.'38.) The blessings, viz.psr-
don, holiness, and heuven, are promised under both)
dispeasatians, the .two.Testaments being,counterparts
of the same deed.of grace, . The.objgrts of the pro-
same ia both.  A-cliange has' been made in the outr
ward ordinances wheteby the Blessings of the covennat
are vepresented; occasioned by the :cdming of Cinist,
the ancient church looking. forward to-bim. arrival, and
wa_looking backward on the swccomplishment of hia
wock;® but the blessings themselves, and she parties
to whom they are offered, are the same..

If then Baptisin be the substitute and antitype.of
eircumcison, it shoald be administered to the same
persons.. Aud surely [ gm to consider.both circumei-
sion and baptism as being in succetsion,. outward and
visible sigos of the same inward and spiritual grace,’
viz. tbe ¢ circumcision of the heart,’ gr ¢ the renewipg
of the Holy Ghost;’ snd both as ordained by Christ
himself to.be the pledges of that inward aud spiritual|
benefit. ‘ et
7. I bring my children to be baptized, because I'am
not forbidden so to do.  For it appears to me that if
Christ, the Djvine Lawgiver of his church, had inten-.
ded to exclude those from the privileges of the Christi-
an church, who had been admitted by his own com-
mand, through a long succession of ages, to the pri-
vileges of the Jewish church, he would have expreass
ly. said so. But us he bas nowhere said so,
must believe that the .privileges of the children
of . Christian! parents are not fewer in number,
nor Jess io value, than the privileges of the natural sead

~

oot

Tha unirersal church, withoutthe exeception of a'yin-
gle branch,’or (so far. 2! h?‘i_(}tlﬂ)\ﬂ‘ a sing‘g”h:.
dividual,® from a petied long before the introduction
of Popish supenstition .into it, and, through the.whols.
period of that supeistition, admitied children to bap-
tisw, ay we learn {rom the writings of Cyy.ric+-, Bishep
of Carthage, in the year 253, irom-whose time the
evideoce is full .and clear. The cae-is the sappe
with the whole Greek church. The ne\‘l%:{oi:cdvéh
ed.Sytisn church, on the coast of "MaTabaf, Ta TN
East.. which was planted by tha Apostie: St Thomas,
and has subsisted Jrom. his tinie to the present with- :
out any subjection.to the church.of Rome, and n-
deed without any intereousse, $ill within a short period,
with the churchies of Europe, is. found to congue in
this poiut .with the general cburch of Chuist. Aud
there .sucely we muy suppose tradjlion to be puse.
1f,1hergfore the baptism of infunts ba not true baptism,

misg, aud the proposals of mercy mude in it, are thei wi'l follow 1hat the Cbristiun church was destituld’

of this ordinsnce, (except in the cave of adults’ comet
vested from Judaism or.Hsathenism,} rom thethird:
eentury to tha fiteenthy that is, far. twelve hundied,
years, ¢ven.on the confession of those who opyose the
practice, [t willfollow that. the Fathers of thé ‘early

fages, the holy martyrs of the yallies of Piedmont, 15¢>

Syrian. Christians, &e. were neveradmitted. into the:
Christiaa church by . its sdmission, rite,and.tbey wéye
not(to use our Loyd’s words) : bora of.‘wal‘g,r‘:" In,
sbogt it will follow. that the wvusible chured, as such’

became extinct soon after the days of the Aposiles;”

and was not revived till after the Reformation, when:

some person began to - baplise others wbo had.: never:

veen baptized himsell. ‘'Lbhougl tradition is of ;itsslf:
u fallible guide, yet when it is clear, ancient, uriver-.
sal, and unintesrupted, its weight is very “consider-
sble;T aud in. the case before'us this is-its character,
For no one will deny that the evidence. from the tims’
of Cyprian,that is,Irom the middie of the third centu-.
ry downwards, is indisputable; and no,one will assert
that there is sny contrary evidence to'be produced,
before this time. INo  ene can tell us when lixiij
corruption, as some suppase it to be, was introduced H
no ooe can find, during the petiod I have mentioned, .
a dissenting voice. . Nowimmemorial custom is admit-
ted in courts of humdn judicalure : &nd surely, whin .

of Abraham. Qur Lerd’s- silence on the subject.is
the most satisfactory declaration of his will. 1 con-
caiva that it lies with those who object to.the baptism
of infants, to prove the change which they supposeto|
have been made in the:subjects to be admitted to the,
visibla church; snd not with us to prove that a long-,
existing practice ought 1o be continued. The Apos:
tles, uniess they had been forbidden, would naturally
act on the same principle ou .which their forefothers
had acted, and admit childran, together with their pa-
tents, as members of the new dispensation of grace;
and especially as their Lord baa said, * of such is the
Mingdom of heaven.’ ' o

8.1 bring my children to be baptized, berause the
subjects of baplism are nowhere particularly deseribed
in the New Testament. .The command to prose-
lyte.and * baptize all nations,’ Jaws and Gentiles, seems
o include 9}l ages. And as no distivction is made, |
couclude that all children of parents professingChris-
tiamity are comprehended in the command, especinlly
as it is said, thet, ¢ Of sueh is the kingdom of God.’

9. 1 bring my children to holy baptisin, because tra-
dition end the univarsal practice. of the church of
Clirist sanction my practise in 3o doing. 1 cannor
find that, till after the Reformation, any doubt existed
on the subject,  All the nolices we have in the wri-
tings of the primitive Fathers of the church are in its
favour, though, as wight be expected, those of.the two
fir:t centuries ure few in number, becaise the subjec:
was uncontroverted, and their remains sre scasty.—

* The change made by our Lord, in.the ordinance of ad-
mission into the chyrch,was by no maaas arbitrary, nor. is
its reasopableness difficult to be discovered. Before ‘the
offering of the body of Jesus once for all,’ every rite of the
charch procleivied that ¢ without shedding.of blood there
is no remission.” This was (he language of the'ordinan-
ces both of Circumcision and 1he Passover. But.since the
great atoning Victim has been offered, bloodless ceremo-
nies proclaiin that peace has heen made by the blood of the
cross, and lead the mind {o the effeels of atonementn the
enlightening and sanctifying influence of God the Hegly
Ghost. The righteousness of faith ynder both dispensg-
iions is the same; but ¢ the seal of that righteousness’ dify

the Scripture is silent, it cannot be without weight in
matters relative to the church of Christ.. . ‘
' To be.continued.

* With the exception of two persons in the third cen-

tury, who were for delaying baptism in certain specified’
cases, contrary o the avowed practice of the church; and:
of afew persons, about the year 1000, who denied bap-,
tism to infants, because, among other monsirous tenets
which they meintained,they denied that any infants could”
besaved. S
t The custom of giving the communion to infants, which .
is sometimes brought forward for the purpose of weaken-
ing the evidence of tradition in support of Infant Baptism,
will.nat answer the purposes for which it is produced.—
For the former practice has no foundation in the word of .
God: the child of an Israelite being expressly forbidden to_
be admitted to the passover. till he. could ask his parents’
the meaning of the mystery. Ered. xxii. 26. Buxtorf.
Synagog.Jud.cap.3. Aninfant,mereover, cannot partake.
of the cominunion ¢ in remembrance’ of Christ, whichig re-
quired in the words of the Institution of the Lord’s Supper.’
‘The custom is not 0 be traced so far.back, nor was it g0
generally received,. as. that of Infant Baptism. Justin.
Martyr, who lived but forty years from. the time of the,
Apostles, while he speaks of baptism as introduced in the®
place.of citcumcision, mentions not a werd of infant cor-
munion, He speaks also of those who-were made disci-,
ples of Christ in their childhood. . (See reason 1.} And.
how could they be so made but by the fité of baptism?:

Singular Fatality byLighining.—Two men were kill-.
ed by lightning yi:ya%olwich. Coon. on the. 27th
June. They had retired to bed in the garret, con«
taining two beds, the head of each standing sgainst
the chimney together with two others, the Jightning
steuck the chimney, a1d killed one man in each bed::
the other two escoped unhurt, The lightoing passeds
into.the chamber below where an old lady wss read-.
ing her Bible with her hands on the lesves, ard her
fingers. spread open, it passed through her fingers
hurning two of them, and the cornars of half 7 dezen:
leaves of the Bible; thence it descended to the luwers
roolin, where a man was sleepirg on an iron bound.
chest, it siove.the chest to pieces, the man reeciving,
no material injory. There .were ¢8. prople in ths,

Fouse.~ Jm. peper, .



