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T HOW I SERVED MY APPRENTICE—

_SHIP AS A MAN OoF LETTERS
. (By Frank R. Stockton)

Serving an apprenticeship to litera-
ture, if the first stages of a literary
hfe may be so called, began in my
" case at an_ earlier age than that at
which any boy or girl should be ap-
prentlced to an ordinary trade. My
first literary composition was not
strictly original, for it came through

a’desire to get from some of my- fa-
vorite authors more than they would
‘give me.-

‘When T began 2 book that I liked,

~I did not-want the story ever to stop;
I remember some volumes by, Miss

delightecl,me ‘merely

i _,“'-‘Flto 'Ioolc af, because even the most

_rapid reader would require. a. long
time to get to the end of such’ books.

::Now, ‘Charles O'Malley’ Wwas “one
‘of my favorite books, but it . ended
before ‘T was satlsﬁed with the story,
nd I thinlc my ﬁrst hterary composi—

. tion of any 1mportance Was an addi-

tion to this novel. -T. undertook the
extensron of the" book ‘in company-
" with' two young friends -one of whom

s stiggested incidents for the new chap-

ters, and the other drew some start-
ling illustrations

Omy a.few chapters of this project-
ed elongation were completed, but in
those our favorite hero made his
“ hunter jump some higher fences than
those mentloned in the original work,
and bound over streams of water
much wider than any at which Mr.
Lever would have dared to put the
horse of one of his heroes Of course
in these new chapters the story was

e made as much like:the original as it

1 possxble, in the case of a small
boy who was following an experienc-
ned writer, and thus the work had its
uses as a’ piece of practice.

X AsI grew older, Dumas and Hans
: Christian Andersen became my favor-
“ite authors, and .my first literary
Work which ; was successful enough

* :to get into print was -a short story of

X French life written in the closest and
most conscientlous imitation of.Du-

- mas, -in fact had any one mistaken

please me long Reading it«in print
-it, occurred to me ‘that there was
".really nothmg in it< wh.ichpany French

- author who- had ever had-'his work
L prmted ‘Wwould be wuhng to father,v'

besides, ‘my compamons praised
S avery ‘mildly; it was plainly th.el
opimon that Dumas could. have Writ .
ten the story better. -

g ane:’ Ponter, - extraordinarily:s thick

. THE PLEASANT COMPANY OF FAIRIES.
T had always a great liking -for
fairy-tales, especially those of Hans

great many stories before I wrote any
.—1I.was naturally inclined to follow
at a.very, very great distance, the
path of that great master. But it
‘was not long before a book came into
my hands, a collection of fairy tales,
written by a literary man who was
evidently a close student of Andersen,
and his stories, although very good
indeed, so closely resembled the work -
of the author of “The Ugly Duckling,
that I saw very plainly - the danzer
which lies before the earnest student
“who essays work in his master’s line,

. I .had determined -to write some
fairy-tales because my mind was full
of them, but when I had finished the
bool referred tc, I resolved that I
would never again read a story by |
Andersen; and from that time to this
1 have. not_doné so,

Ithen went to'work to- write fairy—
tales, and in course. of time produced
several of them which were printed:

I caused the fanciful

‘falry-land to.act, so far as it was pos-

“sible; -for. them to do so, as if they had

béen 1nhab1tants ‘of the real world;:
d'.,not dispense with monsters and‘

Christian Andersen, and when Fcame:
to compose,—and I constructed Ak

:Thes_e were constructed according to |
.|, my own ideas,
'creatures ‘who inhabit - the world- oi'

birds, but I obliged- those creatures

tions a ‘certain leaven of common
sense.

literary work ever received was given
.to these early fairy-tales. I belonged

posed of youths, many of whom pos-
sessed * high intellectual tastes - wand
ambitions They read a great dea.l
~g€nerally the Enghsh classics, and
those who wrote mclined towar

'd ubts as to their re-

afraid my associ-

'FRANK R. STOCKTON.

ates might think that I was treating
them as children; and young fellows
who really were children a few years
before, are generally very jea.lous on
th1s point., But there was no .reason
“for: my fears; the tales were well Te-
ceived, and some of the members of
.the most advanced stage of thought
-took occasion to say plea.sa.nt thmgs
about them

nE This wa.s great encouragement if
such young ‘men—in my thoughts I
ommitted the adjective—were satis-
ﬁed w1th my work, there was no rea-
son Why edztors should condemn .
it b therefore tried an editor, -and
wrth success: ‘The stories were print-

! ed but at the same time a demurrer«‘

to infuse into-their extraordinary ac-

T think the ﬂrst encouragement my .

at:the time to a literary society com-

: Messenger.’
. ceptance. k

T ,though the scene Was ]aid in France

' was entered against their being con-
‘sidered legitimate fairy-tales. :
Another piece of work which T did ..
about this time, was.of an entirely -
different ' character. It was mnot in-
tended for
those older readers who take pleasure_ ‘
in work designed for the young. It
‘was addressed to. those who werevin
love, ¢ or. who.were Iiable at any time - :
' i

Buttn,ﬁswan d<to 'make it different .

1 fic‘ri.‘i"’hé' oanary love-story; there-’

fcre I treated it-after a fashion swhich .
pleased me, and which was diamet-_ o
rically opposed to the method I had -

‘employed in the fairy-tales Into. the

incidents ‘and’ among the characters

of real life I introduced an element

| of fancy, and this' so utterly ruined
the story. for the ordinary edltor that -

it-was not until I .had sent it)totnear- i

was not - treatedv after the manner o
Dumas

For: years after that whenever .
have been ablé_to do so,-I have con-
tinued to write tales, some-for youung.
ome for older people, .-

and - in general these were all con-
structed upon the two lines which I .

had’ chosen for my work; one, the
world of fancy invaded by the real;

the other. the World wo live in as’
seen through spectaclés of more or
less fantastic colors. ' )

In the course of time I entered the
life of journalism, and this, instead
of assisting me in my strictiy iiterary
work, greatly Interfered with .1It.
When T was engaged in affairs which
had no connection whatever with H-.
terature, composition and writing In
my leisure hours Were a recreation ’

.and a-rest; ‘but after a day of work .

upon a daily newspaper T:had little

“jnclination, even 1f I had had ‘the
strength and the tlme for writing )

stories and tales.

But journalism was an: excellent
training for my, subsequent Ti{efary

young readers, Hor- for.




