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CANADIAN MILITARY REVIEW,

Militia Rcport.

—

The staff of the Militia is spoken of in complimentary terms
a8 follows . ‘* The present district staff are careful and paios-
taking officers. some with long military training and service.
I have reason to speak in high terms of the zenlous attention
they apply to perforin their duties.  They have afforded my-
self and the Adjutant-General cordial assistance and support
during my service in this command.”  Coming from the gen-
cral officer commanding, these are no idle words—when he ac-
corde praise it has been earned.

He goes on to say:~—*Tu case of war the existing staff
would probably, as a general rule, not be removed from their
sphere of action " for obvious reasons, and points out the de-
sirability of having brigade camps ¢ in order to practice officers
in the operations and mancuvres of handling large bodies of
men,”  We believe this desirability amounts to an absolute ne-
cessity.  *“ In case of war” are words of ominous mport to
those who have studied the actual working of our present mil-
itia system, or who will take the trouble to consider what these
words imply. To us they savor of Isandlwanas. In case of
war who is to head the militia? Who has been instructed
with this object?  What facilitics are afforded under the pre-
sent system for officers acquiring the most difficult of studies—
“theartof war " ? Commanding gencrals must have confidence
in themselves, in the Government, and in their meg. The
men must have confidence in their generals.  Drilling 36 hours
per annum in a drill shed by gaslight will not create this feel-
ing. Nothing short of the nearest approach to actual service,
serving togcther in camps, marching. practice in taking up
positions. c¢te. can enable officers to qualify in this respect—
and this carried out under some one qualified to point out
errors of judgment, ete.  Officers “ can no more be extemporised
without practical expericnce than the driser ofa locumotise on
a railway.”  Toqualify young men for mercantile occupations,
they have to spend years in buying and selling—in becoming
acquainted with cvery little detail.  This is necessary where
money is invested. Where human life is concerned, it would
appear that no such qualification is necessary. Our leaders
must be born to command.  * Incase of war  is an eventuality
which should nut bhe shirked on cconomic grounds. “ A Gov-
ernment which neglects its army under any pretext is culpable.”
The following paragraph is very mildly yet plainly put to those
who carc to understand . " It is noteworthy what a staff is
considered necessary for civil departments, whether of Govern-
ment, of banks or counting houses. Their duties are con-
ducted in comfortable offices at regular and fixed hours, with
no skilful and active enemy in the field to resist or cope v ".h;
how much greater is the need for trained and experienced

staff officers for an armed force, where waunt of skill and prac- | i

tical knowledge, with the confidence to be acquired only in
years of military study, might cause

IRRETRIEVABLE DISASTER AND LOSS OF LIFE.”

The cconomy which persists from year to year in neglecting
to properly train cither officers or men—in using up the re-
serves which were accumulated—in hatching disaster for our
troops ** in case of war "—must be adwmitted by every honest
man to be false, and productive only of uational ruin and dis-
grace.

We quote the following paragraphs in full, but we would
urge that 10.000 men properly trained would be better than
cven the 20,000 men who have passed through the aonual
trainings of the past few years. When it is understood that
commanding officers cannut rely on having the sume men for two
consceutive trainings—that men are taken to fill up the ranks
without 8igning the service rolls— that in some instances
neither officers or men have taken the oath of allegiance to the
Sovercign, we feel confident that most of our readers will agree
with us that 10,000 good reliable men, prperly trained from
year to year, would he worth cven 40,000 cusuals,

A commhnder of forces in presence of an onomy isboundto hy
tho 8gcrvices of a tratned and skilful body of stafl oflicers of
armA, In tho intorest of the army ontrusted to his guldance.

To drlll and digeiplino in peaco timo an army at nll commens
ate with the need of Canada, 1f obliged toundertnko a serious w;
18 evidently out of tho quosdon: conscquontly all that can bo
tompted s to maintain a small force which would, or thoth
of hostilities, serve ns a foundation ofone muchiarge.. With t
objeot 1n view, it would follow that it might bo preforable, wit
glven sum of moncey, to lncreasgo effiolency cven nt tho oxponse
somosmall reduction tn numbers  Cananda hasan oxcellont org:
ization, but, porbaps, rather widoly spread for the parliament
nppropriation ; 1t might Le prefernblo to malntatn the num
only that con be sufticlently disciplined to serve for bein
quately inereased 1n timo of war, Thore should bo n caroful
supervisod organization or tho regerves of 859,000 men, and th
should bo supplics ofarmsand ammunition, at r&{»roporuon or
less than 300 rounds por ritle, maintained for 100,000 non. A d
clent amount of time to fmprove discipiine and driil fs still, he
ever, &t prominent defect ; a more extended porjod 18 a groat w
and nn lmportant reform; but whilo thisextension 1s not possi
for 43,000 men on tho sum now voted by Parltamont for drilla
trnlning. would it not bc}rprudem to reduce somowhat tho num
st further, so as to afford the 20,000, which might for a time
prorent the active militia of Cannda, o roasonablo porlod ung
arms for belng more serviceably moulded. It would at thosa
thine bo unfair to ovorlook the large amount of voluntary oxert:g
on b ‘half of nattonal defence, by which Canadinans are honoratdy
distingnlshod ; and this spontincous energy will doubtiess t«f
fn the future, when revenues increase, to trge tho Logislaturegd
extond moro liberality towards thelr national defences, andg
I(OO{) nB tho martial spirit, and strehgthen the military positigs
of the Dominion, :

Mcanwhlle, until that good timo srrives
stock of rifies, equipmont and clothing, and
and important matter. -

In the annugi roport of 1876 a warning was glven at pageo 43,
in Jast yeur's, at ancs 9 and 10, that such difflcultics wore o
]l)‘ronchlng. and so far as rolatos to clothing, this 18 now fulflll g

ho yearly supply does not meet t.thonrly wants, and 80 the gk
servo 1s absorbed. With a force of 43,000 men wo should requisl
12,000 new saits per annum ; but as tho clothing vote only procugs
about 8,000 sults yearly, the result to be expected is plain. 1 dofs
wish to see the reduction I have alluded 1o in the active miliges
carried out beyond the afiliated corps specified bofore ; but i1
present active force is to be maintained creditably, alarger anudy
vote foy clothing at all events {8 an apparont wiecosslty — An ol
tion to the stoek of ritles and cartridges is equally so, and I try
attention may be glven to these items. It should bo noticed (LR
nlarge quantity of eartridges is annually purchased by vark
rifle agsociations, and that the nmnount pald for 1t, being credl
1o thte Recelver-General, s therefore lost to the Milttia Dep
ment.

w0 are ahsorblng
this 1s 4 very sotios

The following remarks appear in the report with refere
to the reports of the Deputy Adjutant-Generals of the Mili
Districts :— ]

The reports of the reveral miditary districts will be found to o)
tajn dotatled information in the Appendix No. . Licut.-Cotol
Taylor zivesajustly favorable account of the troops In Dis.g
No. 1, aud comments upon their general efliciency, boing well s3g
plicd with arms, nccoutrements and uniform, and thelir stendicii
and attention to drill. The voluuntary guard furnished during g
Vico Regal progress in Septomber, referred to in terms conpi
mentary to the corps that participated. Tho oxposced positd
of the County of EsseX, on the extreme frontier of westorn Onta
18 11150 referred to. It s important an enlicient battalion shoulges
at that point to cover Windsor. The subject was under considdi
tion of the:Government some months ago, but I have reccivedgs
orders with reforonce to it. e S
Licut.-Colonel Durie reports llkewiso, In general favorsgEs
terms of the corps in Military District No. 2. and refers Lo theli
ception of the govcrnor-Gcnoml and Her Royal Highness g8
Princess Loulse in Toronto, and the reviow of the troops on
Garrlison Common on that occasion. The remnarks of licut.-(uy
oncl Murray, com mnndln{; 23rd Battalion, annexed to this repigs
are pertinent to the questfon of Instructing oflicors and serfc L
o 81y 8, 1n all eases when companies aro commanded by Int.Ss
gent and cnorgetic oflicers who understand thelrduties, everyth
goes well, when the reverse ig tac caso, the company 18 sloves
bn(lll,\(']drllhcd. and not interested in tho perforinance of thelr 4
ceral dutjes.
Licut.-Colonel Van Straubonzee reports very fully on the
oral cor‘)s fnspected in No. 3 Miltary District, and with a geny
favorable tondency. He speclatly refers to the 46th Regiment
der Licut.-Colonel Williams, M. N
18 not a finer rural battalion ia the Dominton. R
the tmpropriety I havo before altuded to, in the want of sufMche
care on the part of oflicers when enrolling tholr men to ascer
that thoy don't belong to any other corps—he has discovercd
cral men this year aritling twice, and in order to put astopto i
far as possible, he suggests as I have already dono in othor wordsd
that acertiflicato be added to the acquittanco roll—¢¢ that o\j
“man whoso name appears on this roll is a dona side moembegR
“ thix company, having signed the service roll for three years 3
gagement, and taken tho oath of alleglance.’’ I had algo reof
mended that each roll should be called ovor in presence of thigs
specting ofMeer, and that the captaln should likewiso givess
verbal assurance upon honor that all conditions had RS
complled with. By these means more card will be taken
ofttcers, and a stop put to taking men at tho last moment to
the ranks for inspection. It is only by merochanco that aogd
wpecting ofllcor can discover theso frregularitics, as men b
ween known to drill twico ia the samo year under assumed nay
Lieut.-Colonel Juckson, Military Dlstrict No. 4, gives a i
account of the corps trafned this year, and very naturally ag
cates brigade camps of oxoercise.” He constders the diflicult
procuring qualified officers 18 on the Increaso from want of §8in.
cgtablished u{stom of instructional &chools. Ho romarks ong
variety of unlforms ased in his district, somo in tho samo off
wearing patrol Jacketg of different material and ghape, with
dresses of differont patterns, and sword belts and swords of dif
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