YSRGS

¢

The Catholic.

Qu: sewper; quod ubique;

quod ab omnibus.
—R . .

KINGSTON, FRIDAY, MARCH 11, 1831.

-.(t‘ JN.'O? 21.-

— ]

o

SELECTED.

The first Letter of the Wanter Ecening's Dialogues,
having during our abscace, been omitted by mistake; we
think it to- interesting uot to give it in our present number.
Itshould have preceded the one given in our No. 10,
f¥inter Evening Dulogue between John Hard-'|

man and Jokn Cardwell, or Trrovenrs ox:;
e Rune or Faira, in a SERIES 0 Lunir-,
TERS, uddressed to the Authors of < Lelters to
the Clergy ofthe Catholic Church, and more cs-
peciully fo the Rev. Thomas Sherburn, of Kirk-
ham, in Lancashire,” By John Hardman.
" LETTERL
1. Introdoction. 2 The Authors pot Cathoelics. 3. Ten-
dency of Protesting Principles. 4. General remashs on
the Performance.

* Gentlemen, MKirkham, 26th January 1813.

1. You are truly a pretty pair of brothers, thus
10 sport  with the credulity of your readers. Giv-
img you ample credit for the apparent sincerity and
apparent piety of your professions, and taking you
tobe what you pretend to be, two Cathalics, who!
by scarching the Scriptures, had discovered the cr-
rors of the Catholic dactrine, 1 feltan unusual joy,
proportioned to the noveity of the cause. Within
the limited spere ef my own observation and memo-
v, T have known.many Protestants, who by {read-
ing the Bible with dligence, and listening to the
sermons of preachers first of one sect then of ano-
ther, hiave become successively Churchmen, Me-
thodists, Anabaplists, Presbyterians, and so forth:
nay same of my neighbours, who lilic myself were
~lucated churchmen, have been successively niem-
bers of all these different religzions. But while ywe
see daily instances of this experimental zeal, and
daily admire the diligence ofrescarch, which the
desire of salvation inspires in the breasts of Protest-
qnts of every description, it has elways appeared
tomea singular and unaccountable fact, that a
Pap'fsxis never converled.  He loveshis faith with
obstfnalc atachment; acd if he docs ever forsake
i, his motives are gencraliy as obvious, as his sin-
«<erity is questionable; and inmost instances that
bavecame within my knowledge, he soon becomes
the disgrace of our commpnion, as he is an outeast
orapostate from his own. This disedifyiing result
giwst commonly mars the triumph of a Papist’s con-
version. I therefore learned with pleasure from
Jourrecent publication, that the sincerity of your
“gonversion was likely to redeern tlis scandal. I re-
Joiced to find that tiwo ingenuous young men, who
-had been diligeatly brought upin the religion of
Papery, Lad, by a diligent and couscientious peru-
&l of the Holy Bible, been blessed with light to
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'lhcm; and I praised the Lord, for having,

pund mure egpecaally to the Rev. Thoinas Sherburn

y the
marvellous light of Lis word, witiudrawn _\'«&:m
the darhnessand bondage o Popery, into the lc,&}
aud liberty of the clnidren of God. .,

Pleased with this discovery, 1 read over and
over again your book entitled, “‘The Clains of the
Cathulic Church to be regarded as the true Cliurch
of Chuist, briefly investizated; in a Series of Let-
ters addressed to the Clergy of the Catholic chureh

of Kirhham, in Laucashire.” 1made mnyvselt mas-
ter of ull the arguments by which you combat the
errors of Popery. I was at the paips to verify, in
our great Family Bible, all the references which
you make to Scripture withowt quoting the 1ext.
Thus instructed by your discoveries, and embolil-
enad byhe trivmph of your conversion, now thinks
I to myseif;-Tknow ali the weak parts of Popery,
now I canrefute any Papist; I am now a match
for Mr. Cardwell,

Mr. Cardwell, youknow, is my friend and neigh-
bour. 1lis farm lies near my own., Wehave al-
ways lived together on good temms, andina mutaal
intercourse of fricndlyoffices. He is a kind neigh-
beur, a faithful friend, an npright, sober, benevo-
Ient and good.man. -Having been blessed with
theadvantages ofa good education, he amuses his
leisure bours with reading,.and has the reputation
of being almost as learned.as a priest. But not-
withstanding .all (these good qualitics he 4s.a stiff]
Papist, and so religiovadnMis way, thathe has heen
heard to say, that he wouhl %iof change his religion
even if the King would make bifd Lord Lieuten-
ant of the country. Though Mr. Cardwell is not
forward to begin disputes aboutreligion, he is al-
ways ready {o defind hisgwn,~hen it is attacked.
Scveral of our neighbours andsome preachers have
at times boen silenced by dis arguments..

Said I to myself, Iwill visitmy friend, and spend
this long winter evening in lis company, 1 will
shew bim this new pamphlet; ¥ mcan vour * Se-
riesof Letters,” &c. It will serve to introducea
discussion onreligious topics. 1have no hope of!
converting him; butas I love alittle fun in my
heart, and bave qualified myself, by reading this

]
i gt

ther Lie lad scen it.  He told me thathe had.  Af-
ter the best preface that ¥ could make, T askod hine
‘With a tone of triumph, whether he was not now
convinced that the Church of Rome was unscriptu-

TE, erroncous, corrupt, and andchristian; whether

bylonwas not at last fallen, or at least fal!?!}g.
sinco two of the sons of the scarlet w— had, by
the aid of their own reason, and the liglt of the fo-
ly Scriptures, discovered and denouniced the abomi-
nations of their mother? 'Iis question 1ed us info
a lome and interesting conversationon p variely ol
topics connected with your pampblét, It is al-
ways gratifying to an author,sto know what'kind of
receplion his work meefs with among réadess of”
different descriptions. Of this conversation, thiere
fore, it is my infention {o give yeua defnil, as am-
ple as my memory willt ehablé mc {6 give it, in this
and my following letters, .~ = °

2. To my first question, Mr. Cardwell replied
by proposing another. Withalook of carnesingss.
mixed with ,x00d nature_lic asked me whether 1
really supposed that Four book was the, production

of a Catholic pen. T answered without hesitation
that T did: and thatI censidered your arguments
against Popery as new, convincing, aud ynanswer -
able, Xwas not consciousibat ¥ was labouringun:
der any delusion, or exciting his ridicule; but ¥
flattered myself, that this bold and decisive tone
would give me an advantage, and discencert my
friend., Judge then, bow great was my surpriso
and chegrin, whep he replicd with asmile.

Alr. Hardman, Iadmire your simplicity infak
ing these writers to be Catholics. They are no
Catholics, but Protestants ssho have hoaxed you.
They bave laid a baited hook for the avidity of you~
religious prejudices, and Iam sorry to sce you
amongthe gudgeons who can swallow aud digestjl
If these authors pretend to put on the mantle of Ca -
tholicism, it is manifestly a suit {bat does not §it
them. Their pretending fo be Catholics is an ¢b-
solete and flimsy astifice, supported it seems, will
sufficicnt art and ability toimpese on your creduli-
ty: but it is an artifice sufficienily .obvious to tbe
penetration of the simplest Catholic. They begin
with a sanctimonjous air of moderation and can-

book, fo hold an argument with him, I will sce
what he has to gay for himself. ¥ went according-
lyandfound my friend occupied with a book in
aishand. Two or three others were lying on the
table. Helaid down his book, and received me
with bis wonted civility and kindness. Afler the
nsual compliments, and some obscrvations on the
badness of the times, the lateness of the barvest,
and the extracrdipary scverity of the season,I took

dour. but soon dropping the visor, and forgelling
theassumed character which they had borrowed o
servo a turn, they misrepresent our doctrine perpe-
tually: they slander our cburch and vilify our per-
sons, with all the malignity of vulgar scurrility. It
is clear that they bave never Jearned our cateckism,
nor havebeen instructed in our doctrine. They
know it only asitis disguised and caricatured in
the misrepresentations of our encmies. Hence,

fliscover their crrors, and yith graceto renounce

‘your book gutof wy pocict, andasked hima whe-

like many otljer Protestant controvestis(s pessesscé



