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THEF island of Cyprus occupies a distingruished place ini both
sacred and profane history. it early belonged to the Phoenicians
of the ueighbouring coast. It was afterwards colonized by the
Greeks, who founded there several independent kingdoms, and it
passed successively under the power of the Pharaohs, IP'olomies,
and Romans. At the time of the Orusades it was detached f.rom,
the Greek Empire, a-ad made a kingdom. for Guy of Lusignan.
Theu it fell Io the Venetians, and in 1570 was, subduaed by the
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