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C1lIAPTeIZ I-Confinuicd.
Presently some of thîe others rode nip

ani poîîred lu their coanratu1ations up-
on Mark. wlo. waa standing beside DI
Vernon the reins loosely tbrown over
lier iieck, and alhe, who lind been -lîke
a tigres a littIe over liaîit ait hwt.
îigo wa IIno as quiet as a lamb, actu-
ally rubbiug lier liead loi-ingly agalnst
M.Nark's clieAt.

IlIloîr di you1 manage to keep up "n
close Mrs. Talbot ?" inskedl Lc --I Star.
linglord alihf di8smounitcdl and looseined

li""xdegh*tb.
0O1 t arn 0111y a lilhtweiglit yu

eee Il repîleci Harriet emiling, aud theîî
Bob (patting lier heorse) always knows
lie must f ollow Mark.."

IlAnd you teo 1 prostiune"I sald is
lordslp bowing.

IlCertalnly"I repiled Harriet laugli.
Ing, Il ls long ns Bob lasts, but bi
not the 1.111 taken place wbea it dld,
Mairk %vould blave been the only one l
:it the death.

Site g-iancei proudly at lier busbail.
%rho biad just renîounted the mare. DI
Y'einoui ias perfeetly passive 111 Mar-k's
liands aînd tbîit nilht, Talbot hall
grei to tîthe lier home %ithtlitin ni

put both bier und himiself lnto training
for Ille Steepleclse w hidi %ias flbed
for thie I8tlî of thie 10olloiving month.

*I clo not guarantee sile vili -çiîn"
hi, sald to Lord Starlînglord "lbut-bar
niecidents-It ivlll be a miglitj' good
hiorse thiît ivili beat bier, espeelnlly Il
elle ivill do lier best, as 1 promise I
ivill do mine."

-That Is quite satlsfactory, and fflie
,hall bc entered for the race at once",
%va- Lord Starllngford's answer.

CAPTER I.-Tiit RACE.
The race about to be descrlbeil te still

reinembered as ue ofth osce-
bratied lu theanueo argt,4d
to tht 8 day teyaaog'h n
habitants of that town and neighibor-
hood, 18 referredl to as Dl Vernone year.
I t wns a race ivortb golng mniles to
m-e. a race In ivhicl the. jndgment of
t lie rider, and the powers of borse were
tioth brouglit proinent-ly forward, andI
blîlil the spectators fnscinateul iront the

e 1-rt to tlie finish. The course lies al
ýl~iîort distance out of the town. and
lite steepleebase is froin four to four
.iii< a*balf milles lu Iingth, Ilavlng soeule
fairiy big lumps, but noue o! themi very

* extraorchinary, wivth thîe exception of one
or two. It %vas the pace liowever.
which trled both herses and rider", for
il is a different niatter gatherIng youî'
hiorse together and leisurely takig a

.. filice ln the Illunting ficld, to what It
Is wvheii Ton ride over laimilr obsta1cles
'kt racing i;peeil, anîd -nany a gallanit

sted'iid~iucdIts cnreeér 'ýtbîe Barý-
ington tourse. rîîere *wcere ovei' a
dozcîjs starters for tlie 'Grand steeple.
choase, but It %%Iil only bc nccasary to
eliuxnerate five, lu the foliowiug orîler:

1. Sir Johni Httkiaunîls B. H. 1 B3lue-
hearnI" 4 yeiir8, Il atone scarlet -
Benson.

.1. Lord S,ýttýrliingford's ch. ni . "DL
vernon"I aged, ll!.t atone, blîuc-Mr.
Talbo t.

3. CAipt. Ashiton's grev Il. "aoe.
.qyeurs 10t.j atone, yellow-Owner.

4. Mr. 3illton's br. Il. Il The Baron"
5years 12 atone, Iblnck-Grlndly.

5. Earl LIlswater'a bI. là."Bezebub)"
koged lià stone, pink-Ciannion.

Bluiebeard, thze %winzer o! the Graind
Militnry aînd esere<l by the reiio,%incd
loJi-ey .Benlson, '%vas tule favorite Ilu the
hettlng, lit five to two, but Lord Star-
Iligford wvas preplired for tItis, anud bis
eqnaîinitty iras not lit ail upiset. Vie
Iintie loi' the great race iras tiirce o'clock
long pirevious to wiiei both the graud
stand and the course wvere crowded.
Lord St4anlingford'e parly, aanong whlîib
wvere Squire Eiughan, and lits daugli.
tee Mrs. Talbot, 'vere scated on is
lortîlip's drag imnnedlatcly opposite
the winnuing post, Lo. i Starlinglord
hinisel! having gone to the paddock to
look after lits mare and lier rider.

Preseuitly the bell rang to cloe the
t.ia~,and iinme<liately ail oecs turned

tov.ardu tilt enclosure Irot wlîeuce the
liorses %vcre to Issue forth. Alter a few
minutes suspense Tlie Baron made bis
appeîitanee. flot bY an3' mens a bail
iookiîîg horse tbough perhîaps a trifle
heuîy. wbîcl caused thme knowiîig ones
to iloubt Ilei lîaving thte niecessary speed,
haut lie NIris an 11011V.8t, borse, andl rail
.. tîlt. Xext came Beelzebub, irvliose
jockey Camiuon, of steeplchlase falte,
lad enlougli to dIo to sit as lic bucked
zalit praned past the stand. Tien 'Ma-
bo-omeF, a ligie fast herse.. the exact
,opposite or Mie Baron, stepped forth
eieverly ridden by tts owner. Several
more teilow, until at lengtb Dl Vernon.
ivith Mark Talbot on lier back glving
a hast nod to Lord Starlingrord, cainie
on to the course, and as the %veit knotaii
colors et lis lordship, were cauglit
sîglit of, mn pressed iortward to ex-
amnîe bothi the mare auI ber rider. A
ioveiy animal %vas Dl Vernon on that
da-y, lier condition absoîutely perfect,
se thant In lier coat shlning lîke satin.
v'oî cotili trace Ilhe hine-s of lier liard
strong miuscles as sle moved îîlon,
holding litr beautîful bond erct, and
gafing tearlessly upon the crowd on
elthjer sîde of lier. Talbot put the mare
Into a jgent le canter, -ciowing off lier
,,plendid action andi sending ber up a
point la thie 'bettlng, but bie plilled up
slîortly, belng desirous o! noting the
pîrelimeniary ,allop of Blixebearti, Ille
ouly herse lie bil any ficar of, anif ait

tlint mtoment the wlnuer of thbe Grand
'Military iwaiked qîuletiy on to the
course. Hi8 jockey, Benot, hll a calm
sei!.satisfied suulle on hils cean Bhaven
eoiintentîîiee for ho ivaa one o! tbose,
Nviuo litivlng been C. 'ostboru ln the
siffudie, kiîev by lnstl.jçt overy herse lie
puit hîi.s leg nerooss; coffil -tell i-xae'«l
wlmat the animal lue, betde could do,
iund aI\NTYI3 fiXed the right Second ivhlen
to cati tpon Jilmn. Notlîing wvould make
Mnr. Beason lqso lits bead, anI lue would
wlii by a neck, as coolyns iviien ho liait
It aitlis ovn ivny. Bluebeardlwas not
a Iiandsomne horse; Mas bead was too
large and thîouyh %Veoit set on to luIs
neck, It iras an iagly neolt, a0 that at
tirs% silht the animal created a feeling
o! <isappointmcnt. But that feeling
wns oniy momentary, for It ivas quickly
perceived ivîtat magnîlicent limbs, and
whlit a swinglng strîde, the beast bail
wbf le bis eye -%vas r's truc as steel.

"Dl old girl, 37ou wlil bave to clay
on aIl you know"I remarked Mark pat-
tlng the mare, ns lie rapily toolk ta
all the good pointe o! their opponents.

In the steeplechaec. the borses badl to
piles tie grand stand twlce, tiret short-
ly alter thte start, and again at the
finish. Thîe conipetî tors wvoîe now ail
Gut, and slowly noving towarLq tie
post. Alter one or two delays and a
misbe start, "Off"' rang tiuroutgh thte
air', and the race bcdl really begiîn. Int-
mcdiately opposite thae grand stand la
the tirst round 'wns; a fairly big lump
suffielent to warm up the blood of the

well pliicked"I once, or to dîshearten
the cnrs. They came flying towards It,
a number of them rushlug along at a
pace too fast to last, soute re!usedl, and
others bungled over, tben GrIndley'is
black jacket appeared la view and Thle
Baron 8aledover the lenpý ln hie quiet
methodical manner. Next Mahomet,
ibo, neyer saw the fence till closi, upo n
it, scramblcd clumslly tbrough, wblle
Beeizebub wlth bis cars throirn bazk-,
meant to refuse, but Cannon made such
gooti play iwltb the spurs that be was
forced over. Dl Vernon golng ensily
,%vith ber rider gently feeling ber xuouth
sprang llglutly over. The mare's round
eyes w'ere bîazIng and ail could sec that
she meant to do bier best. Last o! ail
Bluebeard, heid well ln baud, took tho
lcap almost ln is strIde. Away tbey
wen and opera glasses ivere ralsed to
tvatch theni as tbey f leur along. Thue
second fence :;as an easy one, and ouly
a coupale o! worthless brutes refused, but
tîtose 'urbo made the riinnlng at first,
were noiv gradualiy failling belnd.
Mallornet irans leadlng, elosely followed
by I3eelzebub, next The Baron, and then
Dl Vernon and Bluebeard aide by aide.
Tliey îyere approaching the great uvater
jitnnp.-Zi muîsty place for naitaîl andl
ý:p1asli ! )Itiuomet vho buail fouglît shy


