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are arranged to faalitate the importa-
tion of stock in cases such as that to
which you refer. It is provided that
£ the cervticate is not at hand at the
time of arrival at the border, duty on
the animals is estimated and deposited,
and the animals dehivered to the m-
porniet, who may, within ten days, file
a wotten supulation with the collector
to pruduce the proper certsficate withw
s'x months from date of entry.  Upon
the production of the certificate in due
form within six months of the date of
entry, the amound deposited will he
retunded to the importer.  This ar-
rangement seems to me to be sutticient
to accommodate those wl. desize to
import Canadian Ayrshires from Can-
ada mnto the United States. Duanng
the siv months the importer can for-
ward his cerificates of pedigree to the
secretary of the Amerncan  Ayrshure
Herd Bouk, who will pass upon them,
and if the catde are purebred and o
titled to registration m the Ayrshire
Herd Bouk, then he will issue ceinfi-
cates to that ¢ffect to be sent to the
collector at the post of eatry. A
sionlar arrangement exiss for ammals
of other breeds.  As nuted n your bt
ter, this department constders that the
stock associations are competent and
able to pass upon the pure breeding of
animals, and those which are of a
recognized breed and duly registered in
the book of record established for that
breed can be imported fiee of duty,
wisile those which are not purebred are
excluded.
Yours respectfuily,
(S1zned) 1) L. SaLMoN,
Chief of Bureau.

A great many store catle still con-
tipue w0 be expmted 1o the United
states. 1 clocer trade relations existed
Letween Canada and our neighburs to
the south, 2 very strong American
demand would rapndly  develop  for
Canadian bred catde, sheep, swine,
and poultry.  Already Amenican pack-
ets have discovered © they wish
to seeure the most profitable British
bacon market they must buy and cure
Canadian hegs. Canadians  cevery-
where should unite thar cfforis o
produce ¢ The greatest quantity of the
best quality™ i all hnes of stock
breeding.  The western ranches can
proguce meats cheaper than we n
Ontario,  Qur hupe 1s in producing
ammals of superor quality, not such
as would please the buyers and con:
sumess of lwenty years agn, but such
as are regquired to meet perfectly the
demand of to-day.  Let us do every-
thing m our puwer 10 find out just
what the consunmiers in Canada, the
Umited States, and Britain demand,
and then do our utmost to supply this
demand with the best possible pro-
ducts. Doing this we will reap satis.
factory returns. If we neglect to
learn the rojuirements of the best
trade or fal w supply what is de-
manded in the best markets, our pro-
ducts will surely be dnven out of the
most desirable markets and even our
home wiil not be assured to us.  On-
tano's hope 15 that she shall produce
products ef the highest grade.

A full report of the above meetings will
be published noxt weck.

In Bavaria there are 939 distilleries
in which spints are made from pota-
Ges,

FARMING.

THE BROOD SOW.

‘T'he point that the brood sow should
nut be allowed to get o fat has been
urged, and very properly, for it is
sound breeding sense that too high
condition during the period of gesta-
tion is w.favorable to good litters, and
too high feeding during the suckling
period is bad for the health of the
pgs.  Sull it is possible to create a
wiong impression even in urging a
truth. It is just as necessary to avoid
allowing the brood sow to get poor as
itis to prevent her from getting oo
fat, and it is not ualikely that caution
against the latter error has sometimes
been pressed so far as to cause some
to err on the other side.  The reason
that the cautinn agamnst fat is so often
necessary 1s in part due to the fact
that western feed stuffs ase tn the man
fatiening feeds, and that the wproved
breeds fatten very easily, theretsa
tendency, too, to feed a little too high
in making preparations for sale, be-
cause, i the eyes of many, fat hides a
uultitude of defects and often makes
an animal look better than it s,
While, therefore, not a word in regard
to the warnings against c¢xcessive fat
is to Le taken back, the opposite mis-
take should not be fallen into enber
before or after farrowing,  “The build.
ing up of the frames of a good litter
of pigs takes lots of fued and the feed-
ing should be hiberal, though of non.
fattening foods, all through the period
of gestation except towards the last,
when it is well 10 reduce it sonicwhat
to avoid trouble «t farrowmng time.
Su, after farrowng, the feeding should
be light at fust, but in the course of
ten daysit should be gragually brought
up to a generous quantity, stll avoid-
ing fattening and fever-making feed
stufls. The draft that a lusty ltter of
pigs makes upon a sow’s resources is
a heavy one, and goud fecding is
necessary to meet the strain. The
bust testis the condition of the sow.,
She cannot fatten on the amount of
feed she ought to have while suckling
a litter, but she ought not to beallowed
10 tun down, cither.  If it becomes
evident that this s going to happenn
spite of hberal feeding, for the sake of
the dam's future useiulness the pigs
should have subsidiary feed, even when
very young, m order to relieve her of
the stram.—T%e Idsconsin Farmer.
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BROOD SOWS.

John M. Jamison says, in The Na
ttonal Stockman and Farm ;

Onc¢ fault with so many sows ket
on the farm for breeders is that they
are too small.  1f the farmer 1s a care-
ful and observing man he can,  a few
years, produce by selection and feed-
ing a herd of sows that will suit him
better than any that he can buy.  le
breeds into them his manner of treat-
ment and feeding. They are born into
the world, as 1t were, accustomed to
him and their surroundings. Sows that
come nearest scoring perfect are not
regarded as ideal brood sows. lhe
show form is not the practical business
or working form.

Leaving this point for the present,
we will consider the onc that concerns
the general farmer, that of developing
a form 1hat is best adapied for the pro-
duction and feeding of the pigs while
they need a mother.

It is a gencral complaint with farm

breeders and feeders that their hogs
“run out,” that they get too fine boned.
When there is this degencration it must
cenainly be manifested in the sows,
As a ruly, the farmer expects to over-
come this fault by the purchase of new
blood, in which he is as likely to fail as
to succeed. Fail, because breeders
have been trying to get rid of all super-
fluous bone and coarseness. I he
succeeds in keeping his herd up in
size this way it will be costly and not
entirely satisfactogy, for the reason that
the offspring of new males purchased
are not satisfactory feeders, because too
coarse. Counsecquently, if the farmer
wishes the kind of a.herd that will
give him the best satisfaction, he must
work on bis sows and develop them in
the hine that will give him the desired
results.  And here comes in a time, if
there 1s such a time, when feeding cuts
a stronger ligure than selection. For it
matters not how much of an expert he
may be in sclection, if the feeding is
not right the selection goes for naught.

As success hunges on feeding, the
question is, How shall we feed? Itas
as clear as sunshine that a sow cannot
be developed in a dry lot with only
corn for feed and a wire or rail or
plank fence for shelter. Ncither can
she be developed on frozen grass and
cormn.  ‘The exercise taken in gather-
ing frozen grass is about equal in value
to the grass.

The farmer that has a large timber
range for his sows dunng winter,
where they are allowed the free use of
their noses, may get them well devel-
oped and feed only comn.  But few
men have this timber rarge.

We have found that sows kept in
the feed lot where they get the waste
from other stock, cows and horses, the
droppings from the cows and grains of
com, fudder blades and clover hay,
will do well a1 farrowing time and
wark for a period of six to nine years.
But under this treatment their re-
sources are exhausted in developing
and caring for their young. they them-
selves not developing the form or swe
desirable in number one brood sows.
As a help to this we found it advisable
10 gave the sows the range of a blue
grass pasture or clover sod.  Still we
were not satisfied with the size the
sows attained, and found that we must
do more, give more feed containing
bone and muscle-forming propertics.

Most farmers think they do well if
they feed their sows slop when they
are suckhng their litters. They only
work with the idea of hastening the
growth of the pigs, having no intention
of making the sow individually better.
We concluded that if such feed was
good for the sow to aid her in suck-
ling the pigs, and in gwvirg them
strong development, why was it not
good for the sow hersell ?

Now in winter, while the sows have
the treatment and surroundings as in-
dicated above, we also feed to some
extent bran and siddlings with satis-
factory results. Qur sows grow to
better size than formerly, give uslarger
Inters of pigs, are carcful mothers, and
are even tempered.  We have not had
a sow kill and ¢as a pig for years, nor
do we expect to have one guilly of
this barbarous act in years to come,
We are satisfied that if farmers wiil
strive to develop stronger-framed sows,
and keep them till they faill to pro-
duce gond luters, they will get better
returns. It 1s folly to develop a sow

as indicated and then condemn her
because too large.
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CASTRATING LAMBS.

By J. 5. Waoware, Niagara County, Nov.

It always seems strange Lo mie to see
how little some very wise men in other
things know of the little things which
are of great unpontance in  ensuring
success in the business in which they
are engaged. I have just read an ar-
ticle ina ““sheep paper ” written by a
very extensive and noted breeder of
the West, on the topic that heads this
article, in which he severely criticized
the practice of castrating lambs before
they are from a month to six weeks old.

Zither the writer of this atticle has
had no experience in this line, or his
faculty of observation is so obtuse that
he cannot trace the effect from a cause,
When a lamb s born ats generative
organs are very imperfectly developed
and there is but very hittle bluod cire
culating in the pans, and if it be then
castrated scarcely any blood will be
lost and the lamb will hardly mind
the pamn.  But every day after the
lamb gets well on 1ts feet and taking
a full share of mitk the more pam 1t
witl suffer’ and the greater will be the
loss of blood and damage 10 the lamb.
1f the lamb is castrated when no more
than two or three days old there is no
better way to perform the operation
than to take a pair of strong sheep
shears and with a quick motion cut the
entire scrotum off near to the belly
especially is this desirable of the lambs
are to be kept to be several years old,
as when this is done there is left no
purse to annually shear which, while
yielding but little and very inferior
wool, takes ten times as long to shear
as a like amount on any other part of
the carcass.

I have castrated hundreds of lambs
in this way and never yet lost one by
the operation ; in fact we castrate all
our male lambs even when they are
to be sold as winter lambs at from eight
0 ten weeks of age.  We have found
by experiment that they will be more
quict and will average several pounds
more weight, and when killed will show
double the caul and kidney as when
left entire.

But no animal develops faster than
a lamb,and if left until from four to six
wecks of age the argans will be much
developed and filled with blood, and
if then castrated in ever so careful a
maanncr they will often dump around
for several days and occasinnally one
will be lost.

Of course if thetamb beleft until four
weeks old it won't do to sever the
entire scrotum and the lmab must be
castrated by in some way pulling the
cords of the testes out their whole
length, and this to judge from the
action of the lamb must be extremely
painful, and as the wound is so deep
it takes a long time to heal.  Any one
who has watched the operation and
seen the little fellows writhe in pain,
lic down when relcased, and act al-
most as though going to die, and then
has seen a lamb castrated when only a
couple of days old and when let go
run for its mother and go to sucking
as though nothing bkad happened,
could not but be convinced that the
time to castrate a Jamb s at the earli-
est perind after it is well on its feet,
and not wait until it is cven three
weeks old.



