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REMARKS ON SLAVERY. . 407

sometimes called, is in truth no phenomenon at all. Where
is the country, or the period of history, wherein slavery did not
exist in some shape or the other ?. Sls.very has always existed,
and will continue, as long as there i 8 a dlspanty in the intellect
-and energy of men. I do mot enter ‘into the question of the

Unity of Races, which is supposed t6 be derived from Bible au-

thority : it will be sufficient-to, assert that this race, known as
African, is inferior to the Caucasian. As a people, the blacks are
sensual and stupid, lazy, improvident, and vicious ; unless under
guidance, they have no idea of cherishing those virtues which
elevate our common nature ; they have an alacrity for sinking—
nothing more. In their own country they are either savages
or-slaves. There is at this time, and there have been for long
periods, a large number of free coloured people in the slave-
holding and non-slaveholding States of the Union; but even
constant attrition against Yankee sharpness and shrewdness,
has failed to elicit one scintillation of talent or genius from this
race. When they pass from bondage, it is only to swell the
volume of insignificance or vice which has characterized their.
past history. But besides this, I would remark that we should
reflect upon the fact of Slavery, more than upon the manner
of its regulatlon The Virginian negro, who is held by law as
a slave, is really little more a slave than the man who works
in the mines and manufactories of England. The first is held
in subjection by a well-devised system of police, the other by a
necessity stronger than any police. It is no answer to say
that the Englishman can, if he chooses, leave his employer;

that power only exists in theory, as the penalty for severing his —

bonds is starvation. His real master is Capital—which, being
in its nature greedy, grasping, and selfish, it doles out to human
labour the smallest possible amount which will sustain life, and
keep the working machine in due order. There are three mil-
lions of slaves in the United States, and they constitute the
only black people who are progressing in civilization and Chris-
tianity—who are orderly, quxet contented, and industrious.
They are well fed, well clad, and in physical comforts will com-
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