Xxvi INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

being put together in less than twenty minutes. So secure was
this little vessel, that several ladies, who had honoured the trial
of the boats with their presence, fe‘arless]y embarked 1n it, and
were paddled across the Thames in a fresh breeze. It was in-
tended t'0<provide against a similar detention in crossing rivers
to that which proved so fatal to our party on the former jour-
ney; and it was also thought,.that this little bark would be
found useful in procuring water-fowl on the small lakes, to which
the boats could not be conveyed.

In the choice of astronomical instruments I was necessarily
guided by their portability. Our stock consisted of two small
sextants, two artificial horizons, two altitude instruments, a
repeating circle for lunar observations, and a small transit tele-
scope for ascertaining the rates of the chronometers. We had a
dipping-needle mounted on Meyer’s plan, a plain needle very
delicately fitted for observing the diurnal variation; two of
Kater’s azimuth compasses, and a pocket compass for each officer.

_The atmospherical instruments were two electrometers, two of‘
Daniel’s hygrometers, Leslie’s photometer and hygrometer,
besides a good supply of mercurial and spirit thermometers of
different sizes. The magnetic instruments were examined: in
concert with my friend Captain Sabine, previous to my departure
from London ; and the observations that were obtained for dip
and intensity, served as poiats of comparison for our future
results. | 7
.The stores consisted of bedding and clothing, including two
suits of water-proof dresses for each person, prepared by Mr.




