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© CHAPTER VL.

The holidays having passed, Fred sought out
~and found immediate employment in Montreal
The sad impressions thai were engraven upon
his mind at first began and continued gradually
to wear off. NeW friendships were formed.
Things became more and more familiar to him,
and at length he experienced a much happier
_state of mind. At first he purposed writing im-
mediately to his friends in Loadon, but after a
few postponements, resolved not to do so, as he
considered it would show an effeminency on his
part, and that a few month’s silence would per-
haps séason their affection for him.
Two of his fellow-workmen, who belonged to
‘a company of volunteers, persuaded Fred to join
their ranks. He was tolerably well acquainted
with military discipline, having practically served
in a company during his residence at Tiverton;
and he had also studied considerably the tactics
of war, therefore he found no difficulty in getting
himself initiated as a Canadian volunteer; but
in so doing it ultimately proved to be another
unfortunate step. The circle of his acquaint-
ances was thus increased tenfold. Military glory
unfolded its social charms. Friendly meetings




