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4 mto ammels, and killed maho'nant bemws —whwh ﬁlfested the country I mentioned =~
‘above that the ancient bem«rs, who were neither : men nor a.mmals “but - similar’ to- both,
_ _ were transformed into real men and animals ‘at the time of the great flood. This myth is
AN fouud from southérn-Alaska to the northern parts of Vancouver Island, while farther. south
. “the transformation by the Wanderer takes its place. I am not quite sure whether the
' " wandeérer legend is known to the northern tr ibes of the. Kwakmtl - It seems, however, to. ~ |
be.less 1mport:mt than it is farther, south.- The Kwakiutl proper consider the wanderc R
as identical with the raven, but I believe that thxs idea also originated in consequence of
a mixture of northern and southern mytholo«ry, and that these two all-important. mytho:
" logical persons, uho ormmally belonwed to two dxstmct mytholoo'les, are combmed in
one person hete. - S e S
~Unfortunately Ido not know Whether the le?rends of the great tra.nsformer are e known
“'to'the Bilqula but, ever: if ‘they exist, they ‘cannot be. of rrreat 1mportance as I did notf .
' hear him mentioned once, when collecting a considerable number of myths.
-This comparison of the myths of the various tribes shows that they spread from
~three centres. This conclusion is corroborated by a comparison of customs. We may
" consider the Tlmrrxt the representiatives of the northern centre. The raven is-the chief
being of their mythology. .. ‘We find: here the origin 'of the remarkable copper’ plates * '
which are used as far south as Fraser River. These tribes are d1v1ded into _clans or
gentes, the chlld belonging to the mother’s. gens. The deéad are net buried but burned.
A comparison of the carhnfrs shows that those of the Tlingit are far less conventlonal
- than 'those of the southern trxbes The most southern people belon«rmor to th1s 0'l'oup is -
the Tsimshian. e ' : ' .
' .- The mythology of the tribes. belonfrmn' to the central group is charactenzed by a
'\» E . mixture of the raven myths, the sun myths, and those of the Wanderer and the mink.
- Here the child be]onrrs to the father’s gens. One of the most remarkable customs of these
 tribes'is the canmbahsm which is connected with. .their winter dances. Only mémbers
- . of certain gentes can become canmbals but each of these must be properly initiated.” The
Kwakiutl believe a certain spirit to.live in the mountains, and that by encountering it
: 'the member of a certain famlly will. become cannibal. The la.tter has certam prerogatives
during the season of the winter dances, and during two months. is entitled to bite who-
ever displeases him. These customs are; “also practised by -the Bilqula; but they have
ev1dently been adopted from the Kwakiutl, as the allied tribes farther south do not prac-
‘tice them. The same ceremonies are in use amono' the Tsxmshlan who borrowed them
“from the Kwakintl. - s : '
L The characteristics of the southern’ group are .sun-wors}up, the less extenswe use -
© of carvings, and’ the ‘small - degree of art dlsplayed in their manufacture. While the
— f the northern tribes; are square, and beautifully carved and finished, the tnbcs_
. of the. southern group. hve in Wooden houses whlch are. about ﬁve or six t1mes longer

—

than they are wide. —_— ‘

Common to all these’ groups are a conSIderable de«ree» of - sklll a comparatlvely hwh
 state of art, the. 0'enera.l mode of llfe, the grea.t winter fest1vals, a.nd the donatmn feasts,
- the so-called potlatches : o : B

- -We conclude our brief review, whlch is presented more to call a.ttentlon to the i 1mpor-
. tant problems wh1ch the ethnolo«ry of the Northwest Coast oﬂ'ers tha.n as a contributmn
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