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School Bill
Masterly Argulhent‘of Mr.Murphy

of East Yale in Its
Support.

o

Messrs OIIvér,”ﬂg!méken and
Curtis Continue the Dis-
cussion.

Legislative Assembly,
Friday, March 15.

The Speaker took the chair at 2:15
p.m, i

Rev. E. 8. Rowe offered prayer.

The following reports were received:

From Mr. Helmcken, eleventh, twelfth
and thirteenth reports of the committee
on private bills, as follows:

# The preamble proved of an act in-
corporating the board of trustees of the
Presbyterian Church in Canada, and
submit the.same herewith with amend-
ments.”’

_“That the standing orders in connec-
tion with the petition of the Yale
Northern Railway Company have not
been complied with, inasmueh as, while
the n_lles as regards publication were
complied with within time, the require-
ments of Rule 57 were noet. Double
fees have been paid, but as the proposed
bill is presumably in the public interests,
your committee are of the opinion that
the standing orders should be suspended
80 as to admit of the introduct'on of
the bill, and beg to recommend the
same accordingly.”

“That they have considered the peti-
tion of the British Columbia Mining
Association for leave to present a pati-
tion for leave to-introduce a bill, and
find that the petitioners duly complied
with the rules as rogards publicatien,
but that, owing to the abs21i:e of swv-
eral of the petitioners, it was inpossible
to have all the petitioners sign the
pe_tition for leave within time. The re-
quirements of Rule 57 have been com-
plied with. - Your committee are of the
opinion that the prayer of the petition-
ers should be granted, and that the
standing orders should be suspended, so
as to admit of the presentation of the
petition, and beg to recommend the
same accordingly.”

The standing rules were suspended
and the reports adopted.

Mr. Elison introduced a bill to in-
corporate the Yale Northern Railway
‘Company, which was read a first time.
* Mr. Pooley presented the fifth report
of the railway committee, an act to in-
-corporate the Midway & Vernon Rail-
way Company, which was received.

Hon. Mr. Wells introduced a bill re-
specting inspection of steam boilers and
the examination and licensing of engi-
‘meers in charge of steam boilers and
engines, which was read a first time,

Hon, Mr. Prentice introduced a bill
to incorporate ‘the Royal Columbian
Hospital, which was read a first time.

Mr. Curtis asked the Provincial Sec-
retary the  following' questions: “1.
Have officers been appointed to enforce
the provisions' of the British Columbia
Immigration Act =8t  interior railway
points on the eastern and southern
boundaries of the provinee? 2. If not,
does it intend to do so, and if so, when?
3. If it does not intend to do so, what is
the reason for such failure to enforce
the act?” f

Hon. Mr. Prentice ‘' replied:  *“ Yes;
upon the recommendation of the immi-
gration agent for the Mainland district,
a deputy immigration officer has been
appointed at Fernie, at Grand Forks
and at Greenwood.”’ -

Mr. Curtis asked the Minister of
Finance: = *“Of the revenue of $264,-
019.41 received 'from West Kootenay
~district during the last fiscal year, how
much was received from the mining
diyisions of Trail Creek, Nelson and
Slocan, respectively?”

Hon. Mr, Turner replied: ‘“Returns
furnished by district assessors and eol-
lectors do. not eonform to the bound-
aries of mining divisions in showing the
revenue derived from each division
separately; therefore, the information
cannot be given from the data at the

-department.” .

Mr, Tatlow asked the Provincial Sec-
retary: “1Is it the intention of the gov-
ernment to proclaim the 24th of May
{Empire Day) a public holiday ” :

Hon, Mr. Prentice replied: “The
following bill is now before the Do-
minion House: ‘An Act TRespec
Victoria Day—His Majesty, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate
and House of Commons of Canada,
enacts as follows: (1) Throughout
Canada, in each and every ear, the
24th of May, whén not a Sunday, being
‘the birthday of her late Majesty Queen
Victoria,- shall be a legal holiday, 'and
shall be kept and observed as such
under the name of Victoria Day.
2) &en the 24th of May is a Sunday,
the 25th day of May shall be, in lieu
thereof, a legal . holiday throughout
Canada, and.shall be kept and observed
as such under the same name.”” / =

The answer was received with cheers,
' Phe Debate on the School bill was re-
sumeéd by Mr. Murphy. The bill conld
not be considered without also consider-
ing the act ‘amending the Assesement
Act, 'The bill proposed 'extending the
system inaugurated in 1893, in the ease
of the Coast cities, to the other cities
and towns of the province, and 'this
couvld not be done without a readjust-
ment of the taxation. "This would most
affect the Coast' cities, and the leader
of the opposition had protested that it
would increage Vancouver’s burden by
$3,000, and probably slightly  increase
mizﬂfee’“ °"‘$.;€§“§‘m ‘ t cost 4

. showe e presen o

cation to be as follows: For 18@-

1900, amount of revenne, $1,544108;
expenditures, less public works and edu-
ecation, $1,100,186; expenditure for edu-
eation, 19; equal to  $1,386.455,
which deducted from the total revenue,
left on 57,653 for maintenance of

ublic worke in existemce and for carry-
ﬂm on new ones. This showed how mat-
ters stood, and Mr. Martin must admit
that such a state of affairs could mot
<ontinue. . The country must be opened
up and developed. Members from one
district wanted. emelters and refineries;
all  were clamering . for roads and
bridges;! the Coast-Kootenay and other
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zv - clearly impossible to do\l‘fny
these things without an increase of rev-
enue. The of education had in-

axpease
creased steadily from. year to year; as
would be seem Sor the following figures:

1803-4
Amount of revemue....
Expenditure less P. W and
Education ‘..
For education
1894-5

$ 821,000

Amount of revenue ....
‘Bxpenditure less P, W.
and education
For education ......
1895-6. i
Amount of revenue .. $ 989,765
Expenditure less P. W.
and Education..:..... 769,938
For Edncation........ - 204,930 1,002,868

1896-7
‘Amonut of revenue .... $1,383,048
W.
829,007

Expenditure less P
ce. 220,810 1,049,907

and Education.
For Education
Amount for public works ......$ 333,141
1897-98, 7 !
Amount of revenue .... $1,439,623
Expenditure less P, W.
and Bducation ...,.... 1,008,785
For Education 247,756 1,251,401

. +$069,673 it
180,087 1,158,710

ceaw

Amount for public works .....$ 188,132
18989, f i :
Amount of revenue ... $1,531,638
Expenditure less P. 'W.
" .and Education . .+ 1,008,739
For Education » 268,653 1,275,398

Amount for public works
11899-1800. ;
Amount of revenue .,..
Expenditure less P, W.
| _and Educatlon
For Education ..... oin fi6i

$1,544,108

286,319 1,886,455

Amount for public works .

By those figures it was seen that from
1893 to 1896 the province, after pay-
ing fixed charges of administration and
for education, had nothing at all left
for public works. ' In 1896-7 it had its
first surplus to expend on public works;
he regretted to say it had not had one
since, In the face .of these figures,
what alternative was left to the govern-
ment? = Were they to let the magnifi-
cent resources of the province lie 'idle
and unremunerative for want of money
to put them in the way of being de-
veloped? There was but one way. The

P by ¥
.angd the increase in the revenne
tax must meet with . opposition, like:
those which went, before it. (Applause.)
No one would venture to say that the
government had not expended the money
derived by these taxations to the best
advantage, or that they had spent a
dollar unnecessarily. . It was absurd for
him and his fellow-members to come to
thé house and ask large appropriations
for their constituencies, and then, when
taxation was proposed, oppose it. The
ordinary citizen would blame the sup-
porters of the bill for assisting the gov-
ernment to impose this new tax of $2,
but in. time all would come to acknow-
ledge its justness. - Mr. Martin owned
that the tax had some good qualities;
it would reach the Chinese and Japs,
e was informed. by the members from
Cariboo that the miners there would be
willing to have the old free miners’ tax
re-imposed in order to make the Chinese
and Japanese pay their share of the
taxes. . The opposition argument that it

Property  owners paid on their real es-
tate and other property. ‘What would
the opposition propose? = Would they
still further tax the industries of the
country? The proposed tax was a just
one, and was ealculated to reach just
that class which could not be reached
in any other way, those .persons who,
enjoying: the benefits of established jn-
stitutions, protected in  their life” and
property,  shirk paying their just shz?/
of the expenditure. The schoels benefit
the poor perhaps more than jthe rich,
for the latter can afford to pay/ for their.
children’s education at priyite schools
and colleges. .. Why should not the poor
man contribute to the general revenue?
‘Was it not better that men should pay
a tax of $5 than be saddled with an
immense bonded indebtedness? (Ap-
plause.)

The people of British Columbia were
peculiarly sitmated. /To-day a man
might be a laborer; to-morrow, by a
stroke of fortune, a millionaire. No
other country presented such possibili-
ties, Fortunes were to be made at
every turn, and all had an equal chance,
but the development of the country by
roads and railways would increase those
chances, and he felt sure that mo one
would object to contribute to such de-
velopment. (Applause.)

‘Wages in  British Columbia were
higher than in any other part of Can-

province must borrow money for devel-
opment purposes, and it might safely do

thousand-fold in a very few years. But
to borrow successfully, to approach the
money kings of the world and secure
money on favorable terms, it was ne-
cessary that the province should be able
to show a satisfactory statement of its
revenue. The figures at present would
not afford a convincing eyidence of the
province’s financial standing, and if a
loan was sought now the country ‘yould
have to pay the highest rate of inter-
est,
of administration that could not be
avoided. The opposition would not, he
believed, ask that official salaries be cut
down; they were low enough alrcady;
nor did he suppose they would ask for
a reduetion in the grants to'hospxtaln.
How, then, provide for public works?
The eéducational expenses must be ‘cut

tax. AS the bill now steed, the cities,

Even in the Coast cities the differ-

Iy,
o Take Vancouver, for

ence was slight.

ing school, at $13 per’ head, she-would
receive $39,000, plus $1,800 for salaries
of high scheol teachers, equal to $40,-
800.$3W01&1)e undg:‘ o&‘k)le c}[;rle ent ls.tws«i!{x)e
got  $30, for 3, ildren, 4 i
#nd the revenue tax, = about $13,000,
making $43,000. The increased tax ' of
$2 will produce abhout $8,666,

al taxation.  In discussing, the new tax,
the $2 must not be idered as.belong:
ing to the cities by right. If they re-
tained it, the whole additional taxation
wonld fall upon the populgtion outside
the: cities. The Coast cities had ' ad-
vanced to the stage to which the new-
er ones of the interior were approaching,
and the bill was only an effort to equal-
ize taxation. . If the government could
devise some other feasible scheme, they
would do so. Ontario raises her educa-
tional funds by local taxation; the gov-
ernment contributes very little. As the
school population of the cities increases,
they will find their school burdens in-
crease, and why ehould’ they not? In-
crease of wealth, and the people should
be benefited. ~ But the ‘government
would continue to aid. They would
still contribute, mnder this bill, $13 per
capita, which was by far the largest
proportion  of the ordinary expenditure
on schools. U
get a grant for high schools, of ‘which
[they only reap theé benefit. It was a
case of choosing between this réduction
of expenses@of education eor lowering
the standard, or ?bandoning all develop-
ment of the province. /

He was plegsed with Mr. Martin’s t.ah‘
criticism of the¢ bill. He had complain-
ed that the smaller cities would have 19

vide school buildings. Well he (Mr.
mrphy) thought the government should
give those tuwns who hadn’t’ them al-
ready, good school accommodation, Then
as the population increased ' and  the
‘wealth of the community increased, they
would be able to meet the extra cost of
schools without feeling the burden. (Ap-
planse,). . i

With regard ‘to the revenue tax, 'the
prineiple could not be wrong and oppres-
give, or Mr. 'Martin would have re-
| pealed’ it 'when he had the opportunity.
He could not stigmatize it as the nefar-
jous thing which some newspapers popu-
larly believed to voice his opinions de-
clared. it to be, without stnltifying bhim-
self.  He said it was wrong because it
taxed the people least able to pay taxes
Zthe 1aboring .classes. - In that he ‘was
wrong. province must have money
for public works, railways and ‘general
development;. there must ‘be increased
taxation. ' But the government did: not
start by ;imposing this revenue tax,
Last session they imposed a tax on eoal
and on the mineral output, and during
the recess they abolished the rebate on
lumber. Mr. Robins, of the New Vian-
couver Coal Company, begged the gov-
ernment not to impose the tax on coal;
it would ruin the industry. Other' in-
dustries protested against being taxed.
Mine-owners and - lumbermen declared
they could not stand it. ' The member
for Rossland vehemently opposed: put-
ting a’ tax on minerals; in fact, every
person whose pocket was affected cried
londly against being taxed. He 1was
glad ‘that the government had had the
courage to take a determined stand.

Mr. Cm‘tis——%n what ground did I
oppose the tax

er. Murphy—I only said you did op-
pose it; I did not attempt to explain
your reasons. v :

Mr, Curtis protested again, but Mr.
Murphy repeated that he had opposed

8o, confident that it would be repaid n.|

There were certain fixed charges

down, but thére must be no reduction of;
the standard. The government suggest- $10,500, which meant that only 38,100

ed;

Eirst—To make the cities, as their'y
population increased, bear & -proportion-| cities had failed, and
ate share of the increased cost of educa- gythority would be avoided.
tion; and second—To raise the revenue there were people who would try to
except perhaps the four Coast ones, get
practically the saine athount as former-

instance. With 8,000 children attend-

which is!all power from the trustees, or give
Vancouver's contribution to the gener-:

Moreover, the cities would

ada. The man who paid $1 tax in
Ontario was actually paying more than
the one who paid $5 tax here. .In On-
i 'tario-the governmént paid laborers $1 a
day; here they got $2.50 a day. Give
the average laborer here the alternative
of working in Ontario for $1 a day and
pay no taxes, or earn $2.50 here and
pay $5 a year taxes, and how many
would accept? (Applause.) The rev-
enue tax ‘was not the terrible thing
i some people would like to make it. It
is not wrong in principle. It reaches
the Chinese, it reaches everybody, and
no one can claim that it is too heavy.
(Applause.)

On the question of collection, Mr.
Martin said that fewer people would
pay the government collectors; they
would evade the tax; at present the
tax amounted to about $100,000. The
population was, exclusive of Indians,
about 5,000. Victoria - collected

paid. Government collectors would be
ble to gather in the tax where - the
all  conflict of
Of course,
‘evade this or any other tax. . The in-
come tax was successfully evaded by
| many, but that was no argument against
i the suceessful collection of the proposed
tax.
‘ Speaking of the difference of opinion
with regard to school management - in
cities, the clash between ¢ity eouncils
he could only dis-
standpoint.
as it
Take

vand school trustees,
cuss it from a provincial

y  bill made the law clear
!stands, Two courses were open.
them control of ordinary expenditures,
{Tf the first were adopted, it would be:
! just as well to abolish the trustees, Mr.
lMartin does not suggest this, therefore
.hé admits that education is more im-
| portant than any other department of
! administration, . What should be the’
{main = objeets of governing bodies?
| First, health; second, education. Even
then, if there was too great expenditure
it would be better than too little. The
| trustees 'should have a free hand, within
i certain limits to be defined, regarding
! ordinary expenditure, - Opposition to
that portion of the bill came from city
councils, who seemed to think that be-
cause they collect the revenue they
should be given absolute control. = The
_trustees, however, are elected by a vote
{of the ratepayers at large, and are as
rosponsible as the council for their acts.
There had been no examples of trustees
committing  unwarrantable extrava-
gance, so far as he knew. If either
.they or  ithe councils  did wrong, the
electors had the remedy in their hands.

At this point Mr. Murphy read a tele-
gram from the secretary of the Van-
couver school board, protesting against
tHe provisions of the bill restrieting the
powers of trustees and new financial ar-
rangements proposed.

Mr. Martin had objected to third-class
teachers holding three-year certificates,
being obliged to. attend the normal
{school,” He agreed that it was too
{ much to impose upen beginners who
| conld: mot afford to come from distant
‘points. It would practically bar poor
\ le' from the profession of teaching
if they «did not live in or near Vancou-
ver. 'The other certificates were gx:anted
for life, and he thought the applicants
should go  to the normal school. ' He
would ask the government to rectify
this in committee. Objection had been
taken to the government notifying the
teachers of ‘mnew rules before the bill
was passed. - Under the old law many
teachers would have had to present
themselves for examination this year.
That meant hard work added to their
‘daily duties. ' In doing away witht term
certificates the  government had ‘done
dway 'with this hardship., He thought
they had done right in notifying the
teachers in advanee.

In conclusion, he congratulated  the
goveérnment ‘on - the eyvident desire ‘to
accomplish a much-needed reform with
the least possible departure from exist-
fng conditions, . He considered their
course a wise one, and he would do all
in his power, as he hoped’every other
member would, to assist them in pass-
ing a law that would prove acceptable
‘to ‘the people of the province. (Ap-

lause.)
er. Oliver agreed with Mr. Murphy in
saying the government had shown great
courage in fotroducing the bill. He failed
to find any principle in it. The government
departed from the cld system on. the ex-
ense that it was necessary to provide more
revenne. People had to pay for schools in
any event. It did not matter what «ys-
tom of taxation was resorted to. Tn 1893
the burden was put npon the Coast citles
and towns, and it was the evident iptention |
th extend it to the whole province. It was
once the boast that British Columbia hadj,
the best school system in the world, but

the tax most strenuously, whatever his
motives might have been, Every tax

it was threatened by constant changes. It

would fall on the poor man ‘was unfair. |.

e .o rw

i | with Ontarlo, Conditions were distincty |
different. If the government administered

5

the schoolsiproperly there was no occasion | §

‘whatever for friction between city councils|’

and school trustees. The fact of the miat-
ter was the entire system was to be sacri-
ficed for the benefit of a few high schools.

Mr, Helmcken sald after the logiecal and
strong speech of the ber for Yale' he
felt sure the bill would commend itseif to
the house. It was incumbent c¢n the gov-
ernment to see that the interests of educa-
tion did not suffer while having due regard
for important pnblic works. It spoke well
for the excellence of the bill that Mr, Mar-
tin declared he did not intend to oppose the
second reading. But he thought it strange
that he should reserve his opposition to the
third reading for reasons best known to
himself. ,The proper time to object to the
bill was at the second reading.

There could hardly be any objection to
the bill except in matters of detail which
might preperly be thrashed out in commit.
tee. Hon. Mr. Prentice had signified his
willingness to sccept amendments and
evinced every desire to facilitate the pass-
age of a law that would meet with general
approval. :

Speaking for Victoria, civie delegations
had intimated that they wished certain
amendments. He had sent the school trus-
tees & copy of the bill, but they had not
answered or taken any steps to oppose it.
He understood they were pleased with the
proposals. With regard to the friction be-

iaveen the couneil and trustees, he consider-

it a matter of detail which might be sat-
isfactorily settled. Referring to the dutles
of school trustees, he sald they had an en-
ormous responsibility which it was difficult
to administer to everybody’s satlsfaction.
The bill provided how the trustees should
approach the council for funds to carry on
the schools. ‘The trustees claimed once in
Victoria that the school appropriation
should be a first charge on the revenue,
while the council held that ‘the public
works should come first.' The result was
a great deal of friction. Although there
was a vast difference of opinion on the
point it was absolutely necessary to find
money for school purposes. Restriction on
the trustees is necessary, for although they
are elected by the people they were return-
ed for two years and ‘were not under the
same restraint as the aldermen. All items
of extraordinary expenditure should be suo-
mitted to a vote of the people for they in
the long fun have control. A great deal
might be said on this subject, but he hoped
the parties interested would take advantage
of the courtesy of the Honorable the Min-
ister of Education and settle their differ-
ences by amending the bill to suit their
views. There were many details that re-
quired careful consideration, but he thought
these could all be arranged satisfactorily
before the bill was made law.»

Mr. Helmcken quoted a mass of figares
showing the cest of the Victoria schools
year by year since 1895, and complimenting
Hon. Mr. Prentice on his earnest effort to
reform his department and assuring him
of his hearty support. Vietoria contended
that the new law would increase her burden
greatly, and he urged Mr. Prentice to re-
consider the matter of the grant and iy
to adjust It on more favorable terms..

Mr. Turner, in former years, had contrib-
uted liberally to hospitals. His successors
in office had cut down the grants and the
effect was, at._least in the case of the
Royal Jnbilee Hospital, of which he had the
honor to be president, that the directors
were taught to keep down the expenditure.
(Laughter.) The same might apply to the
schools, and the new law might cause the
trustees to cut their coat according to their
cloth. (Laughtor and applause.)

. He was sanguine of good times in the fu-
ture ot the provinece, which was destined
to progress by leaps and bounds under the
fostering care;of the present government
of progress. They asked the house to cut
down school expenses, but if their other
projects were jsupgcessfully  carried out no
one would feel:or begrudge the extra tax
for all would -be benefited by the Zeneral
prosperity, and;they should make the small
sacrifice for the good of education. (Ap-
plause.)

Mr. Curtis complimented the honse on th
dignity which had characterized the debat:
He was glad of the bill as' it gave an oc-
caslon for the free discussion of the subject

of education. He complimented Mr. Oliver|’

on his speech, and praised the school act of
1891, as an admirable measure. He paid a
graceful tribute to Mr. Prentice and Mr.
Alex, Robinsom, - superintendent of edu-
cation, for their-ability and their ambltion
to place. British Columbia in tha' front
rank in educatjon. The school system was
an excellent one, excellently carried ont.
(Applause.) He then proceeded to criticise
at length the.whole eduecational system of
Canada, pointing out its many defects and
arguing that it failed to accomplish the ob-
Jects for which it was intended in payiny
too much attention to training the mind
at the expense of the facultles. It was a
system of mental gymnastics. The require.

ment of the age was practical training. |

Object lessons were more valuable than
algebra. Practieal botany and Instruction
in mineralogy were more needed in this
province than the classtes. He did not be-

Heve in the “frills” taugh
it ught In the high

He read from *hc Mannal of School Law
the regulations regarding third class cer-
tificates, which required applicants to pos-
sess high school and normal school certifi-
cates, and pointed out ‘the hardship this
rule imposed on young teachers in forcing
them to come to Vancouver at great ex-
bense... Profassional - tafning might be
taught in model schools which might be es-
tablished at convenient points.” He wonld
admit teachers from' the other provinces
with normal training. He criticized the
standard of examinations, réading and writ-
ing were sacrificed to other subjects. Text
books for high schools were too many and
too dear.

Mr. Prentice explained that = the text
books had been selected on the recommen-
dation of a co ittee of experi d teach-

Continuing his criticlsm, Mr. Curtis point-
ed out that the literature used in  high
schools almost totally 'ignored Canadlan
authors, and even that used was not of the
kind best calculated to improve the minds
of the scholars.

Coming to the bill itself Mr. Curtis said
the financial arrangements should have
been plainly ' stated, separately, and not
in conjunction with the sehool bill. The
$2 tax was utterly unneeessary. The cit-
fes were not treated fairly. Coast. cities
had had grants of land for sehool purposes
which interior towns and eities had not.
He would support the setting aside of a
large portion of public lands for the sup-
port of the schools. One of the most valu-
able parts of the province, )
Islands, were reserved from sale, presum-
ably for rallway purposes. If the govern-
ment would do its duty those islands mizht

be set aside for the benmefit of the schools{

and avold the Increased revenue tax. There
were sald to 'be vast deposits of céal in
these islands, which, if properly adminis-
tered, would more than pay all the expens-
es of education. He ¢lalmed that his dis-
trict paid a surplus of revente to the gov-
ernment after deducting all the a ts

ueen Charlotte |
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There should be no difficulty in provid-
Ing school buildings and maintaining them.
The government should have a contingent
fund to provide efficient service.

The government seemed.to think the im-
position -of the increased revenue tax a
clever financial transaction. Rossland un-
der the proposed arrangement, would get
$7,800 and would have to pay out $14,020.

Hon. Mr, Prentice—The intentlon was to
put the new cities on the same basis.as the
older cities: He would recommend that the
government  should - provide aew school
bulldings,

Mr. Curtis went on to show the disad-
vantages suffered by his and other interior
districts. All the districts from Yale to
the east contributed $400,000 to the revenue
and got for school purposes $215,000, while
all the other districts of the province con-
tributed over $600,000 and got only a little
over $71,000. 5

. He urged the government, if necéssary,
to borrow money for public works and rail-
ways, and allow the school revenue to re-
main intact. Either that or colleet this
proposed tax and use it exclusively for
school purposes.

Mr, Curtls then wandered off to the Ohli-
nese question, and accused the government
of catering to them and the Japanese by
voting against the exclusion from certain
industries.

He warned the government against tha ri-
sult of imposing the additional tax when
'they sought the support of the working men
‘at.the polls, and concluded by declaring
‘lands given away to railway promoters
would pay all cost of education.

Mr. McPhillips moved the adjournment of
the debate.

A blll to accelerate the Incorporation of
the City of Trail was read a first time,

Mr. Helmcken presented a petition to in-
.corporate the British Columbla Mining
A Ha ‘

A presented the first report of
pﬂﬁtiu{ comna:!ttee. o -
.The house then adjourned till Mond;
2 0’clock. i o

granted. by the government for schools,
roads and every other public service. The
government had reserved one-quarter Inter-
est in new towns for school purposes but
had hot sold them to advantage, in some
Instances not at all. He complained of the
tardiness of the government in providing
gchools in new communities.

Hon, Mr. Prentice—Not one single appli-
cation for a school building has been refus:
ed since I have been at the head of the de-
partment,

He daid not refer to Mr. Prentice, but to
Mr. Turner, who, during his former term

of office, had neglected to furnish schooll

bulldings at Roesland.

was unfair to ecompare Britlsh Columbie

¥

at Rossland.

i1

“Spring Goods !
' The very latest creations In Suitings jost

recelved. Made to order and fit guaran
teed, from $12 to $25.

WO SANG, TAILORS
85 Store Street.

B. C. DYR WORKS.

141 Yates Street, Vilctorla.

‘Ladie#’ and 'y i
Mr. Turner—We built two costly schools} furnishi G smenta N Bompehol

ngs cleasied,

-to pew,

depend upon their own
efforts to gain a liveli-
hood, and there is no
class more widely admir-
ed for their independ-
ence and pluck.
whether it be behind the
counter, in the office, the
factory, or in the home, o —
work means close confinement---often in badly ventil-

There is a strain on the nerves; the

blood becomes impoverished; the cheeks pale or sal-

low; frequent headaches; a constant tiredness; arapide}
palpitation of the heart on slight exertion; perhaps

wrinkles and a prematurely aged appearance.
first symptoms are neglected it may lead to a com-
plete breakdown and perhaps that most dreaded of
all diseases---Consumption.

my appetite was so poor that T scarcely ate at all.
did not 'help me, and then I decided to send for some of Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills.
six bexes, and before I used themalll was as well as I had ever been, with a good healthy
color, a good appetite and an entire freedom from the ailments that had made me so mis-
You may besure I willalways have a warm regard for your invaluable medicine.”

Huandreds of young

L3
have to d N

But

pe—

equal.

If the

A tonic is needed and

jlams Pink Pills for Pale Pegple

i Their wonderful record of
cures-place them at the head of all medicines through-

The use of these pills has made thou-

PROOF OF CURE.

MR. EARLE’'S CONTENTION.

Northern Pacific Has No Right to Ab-
sorb Seattle and International.

Mr, Thomas Earle, M.P,, has begun
a second suit in Seattle against the
Northern Pacific Railway Company, the
Seattle & International .Railway Cow-
pany tnd the old Seattle, Lake
Shore | & Eastern Railway Com-
.pany, which was reorganized as the
Seattle & International, to prevent the
first defendant from absorbing the other
two, according to plans said to bave
been 'recently formed by the Northern
Pacific. Earle claims to act in behalf
of- the stockholders of the old Seattle,
Lake Shore & Eastern Railway, and
his action is the  second commenced
along similar lines within the past two
months, « The first suit was for the
purpose of forcing the Seattle & Inter-
national into the hands of a receiver,
and the present suit is brought to pro-
tect rights which ‘Mr. Barle hopes to
determine in the first action,

The action is based on a provision of
the State of Washington which makes

sands of weak, ailing, despondent women and girls
bright, happy and strong.

Miss Emma Chaput, Lake Talon, Ont., writes :—* I cannot thank you enough for
the good I have derived through the use of Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills.
that but for them I would now be in my grave.
My face was as white as chalk, and if T made the least effortito do any housework I would
almost faint from the exertion, and my heart would beat violently so that I feared I would
I was a great sufferer from headaches, and dizziness as well, and
I tried several medicines, but they

1 honestly believe

My health was completely broken down.

I got

But you must get the genuine, and only the genuine have the
full name ¢“Dr. Williams Pink Pills for Pale People’’ on the wrap-
per around every box. Sold by all dealers or sent by mail post
paid at 50 cents a box ot six boxes for $2.50, by addressing the Dr.
Williams Medicine Co., Brockville, Ont.

BERrr Rl SR A S B i et T I e @

]

it unlawful for a railway to purchase
or control another line paralleling or
competing with it. It is alleged by the
complainant that the Seattle & Inter-
national, formerly the Lake Shore, does
parallel the Northern Pacific from Spo-
kane to Seattle, and that therefore its
absorption will be unconstitutional.
Further, it is alleged that the Seattle
& International now forms a-connecting
link between Seattle and Sumas for the
Canadian Pacific railway, and that by
reason of this fact it practically forms 2
competing - line, or allows competition,
not only across the state but across the
continent,

The action is based on the theory that
should the former case be decided favor-
ably to Earle he cannot recover if mn
the meantime the contemplated absorp-
tion has occurred, for it will then be
impossible to tell what property belong:
ed to the Seattle & International and
what property belonged to the Northern
Pacifie.” He therefore desires to keeD
the Seattle & International property
separate until the former case can e
heard ‘and decided.

Iron and Steel
Mechanics’ Tools

E G. PRIOR & CO.

Builders’ Hardware - -

Iron Pipe and Fittings

Lanterns and Driving Lamps
Wagons, Buggies and Carts
Loggers’ and Mining Supplies
Farm Implements and Machinery

dyed or pressed equal

yictoria

Vancouver

Kamioops




