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to Seattle for the Foil 
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is not expected she will 
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sion, being of greater 
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The Victorian was bt 
under the supervision of 
Troup, making her trial 
1892. She was used on 
the Columbia and was tl 
Sound to be placed on 
The big crowds tlyt h 
boating so profitable a 
had vanished, the stes 
expensive for the tradi 
back to the Columbia 
Here she has remainei 
the greater part 
The steamer’s immense 
model gave her great 
cabin finishing and equ: 
finest of any boat in 
After running for a sho 
er realized that some sli 
necessary to properly ul 
was laid up pending tho 
Last year a new service 
her in the Alaskan t 
taken to the Sound a 
spent in strengthening 
unlike that of the King 
Then she was sent Non 
but in this business a! 
quate for long ocean vo 
being unable to carry si 
steamer is 240 feet lot 
and 15 feet hold with 
engines large enough 
steamship.

bration—ai

of the

»

BIG MAIL O'

B. L. & K. Co.’s Steam!
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Vancouver Firm Engal 
Princess to Load at 1

“ Messrs. Johnson &| 
chartered the 1,300-toi 
Princess,” says the VI 
Advertiser, “ to load I 
September for Liverpoj 
first local charter of tl 
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English Bay, Scottisl 
Malcolm & Windsor’s 
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for this ship was 38s., a
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morning that their stea! 
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with a load of passen 
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Off YearDoctors, lawyers, owner of that boiler now refuses to let 
us take it off to exchange for a bell. This 
whistle has never sounded an alarm and 
no doubt never will.

I understand that there is an old fire 
bell in town which is put aside, for want 
of something better to do with it. Why 
not let us have it out here? We can 
certainly make good use of it. At any 
rate it might just as well be hanging up 
where it might be of some use as on the 
floor where it can certainly be of none. 
If the Point Ellice bridge should at any 
tune be in such a conditioin that the 
city department could not get over it and 
a fire break out in Victoria West, this 
suburb would be entirely dependent on 
its volunteer department, and if that de­
partment is not equipped with a proper 
alarm and something like half decent 
apparatus there would only be one thing 
for the boys to do, i.e., stand by like a lot 
of lay dummies and watch the fun. At 
present we are not in a position to han­
dle a fire of any size; Tuesday night’s 
would be about the limit (three or four 
shingles) and the hose we have won’t 
reach to half the houses we are here to 
?axtfC** these houses all paying city

We have good water power. Give us 
good apparatus and we will do our duty 

________ V. W. FIREMAN.
FAIRVIEW CORPORATION.

A Meeting of Montrealers Interested in
This Boundary Mining Enterprise.

From the Montreal Witness.

Free Criticism 
Of Mining Laws

business-like manner, 
merchants and farmers compose the legis­
lators of the Northwest assembly, and It 
might be said that they legislated In a 
practical way for a practical people.

Proceeding, Hofi. Mr. Haul tain said he 
happened to be a Conservative in federal 
politics, while one of his colleagues, Hon. 
J. H. Ross, minister of public works and 
treasurer, was a strong Liberal, as party 
lines are drawn in Canadian politics. He 
added that of the 31 members of the as­
sembly, not one of them had been elected 
ns a Liberal or a Conservative, yet no 
doubt this' would be changed sooner or 
later, when the great province that will 
one day be constituted Is administered on 
party lines, as Is the case In the older 
portions of the Dominion.

This brought up the much discussed ques­
tion of provincial autonomy, and although 
the leader of the government said It had 
not yet become a burning question, he

Dominion

On the ninth or lowest level excellent 
ore has been found, with an assay value 
of 238 ounces silver and 56 per cent, 
lead, and that this ore has been followed 
34 feet on the level, and the tunnel is 
now in fully 146 feet, and the ore is still- 
in the face of the tunnel. At 120 feet 
from the shaft an upraise has been 
started, and this raise is now in 12 feet 
of good ore. ,. , .

On the eighth level the ore which has 
been found at 102 feet has been followed 
for a considerable distance without 
reaching the limit of the are body; at 
124 feet an upraise has been made for 
some 30. feet, at which point the ore is 
three feet in width. The limit of the 
ore bodies found cannot yet be ascer­
tained, as both in the eighth and ninth 
levels the tunnels are still being run in 
ore.

Good ore has also been found on the 
opposite side of the shaft, and followed 
in an upraise for some 50 feet, without 
getting out

The ore b
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thought a new province of the 
with a complete autonomy would be erect­
ed in the near future in the Northwest.

“Will this take place within ten years?” 
he was asked, and Mr. ilaultaln replied 
quickly, no doubt it would. He said that 
four years, or the end of the present house 
of assembly, would probably witness the 
creation of a province clothed with all the 
powers and prerogatives of a self-governer 
state.

“Will the boundaries be changed?” the 
interviewer asked.

“I think not. Although there has been 
some talk of two provinces, I think it is 
now an accepted fact that the new province 
will comprise what is now the three terri­
tories of Alberta, Saskatchewan and Assini- 
boia. Their area would be about 3X0,000 
square miles, and for the time the 31 mem­
bers now returned to the assembly would 
be sufficient to do all the work required of 
them.”

The Premier went on to explain that the 
further extension of their constitutional 
powers, which such change would bring 
about, Implied chiefly the permission to 
borrow money on the credit of the prov­
ince, to grant railway charters and aid in 
their construction.. He thought, however, 
that up to the present time, the law pre­
venting the territories from borrowing 
money had been a wise one, but the time 
was near at hand when with a rapidly 
increasing population a change was abso­
lutely necessary. Mr. Haultaln laughingly 
stated that they had been deprived of the 
luxury of going to London to float loans, 
yet in future,’ when power had been given 
them to borrow money, no doubt it could 
be obtained In Montreal, so great had been 
the increase of çapital in the commercial 
metropolis during the past few years.

The prime minister then said they had 
voted at the last session about $410,000, 
and of this amount $280,000 would be re­
ceived from the federal government, the 
balance being made up from local sources. 
They had received last year a good deal of 
money from permits granted to the 'Yukon 
trade, but the bill cutting off the Yukon 
from the Northwest Territories closed up 
this source as a revenue producer.

Being asked if the Territories had bene­
fited to any great extent by the Klondike 
movement, Premier Haultain said that a 
great many discoveries had been made by 
people who had started for the Yukon via 
Edmonton, and although few of them ever 
reached their objective point, they made 
such finds en route that a good deal of 
machinery was now being sent in, and, in 
fact, he said, all of that northern country 
Is exceedingly rich in mineral products. 
The Territories, he adds, want railways, 
and he believed that these would be soon 
provided.

As for new settlers, people are coming 
in very rapidly, and the volume of immi­
grants from the States and all over would 
be even greater in the future. As for the 
Mormons, Mr. Haultaln says they make 
excellent settlers, and he confirms Sir Wil­
liam Van Horne's claim that they do not 
practice polygamy in Canada. He says 
that the Galicians are not the people one 
would invite to a tea party: but he does 
not fear that they will assimilate in future. 
After all, he says, these people will be but 
a fleabite amongst the future millions who 
will inhabit the Canadian Northwest, 
which, the Premier adds, will be an Eng­
lish-speaking country 

“We,” he added, “did not settle this ques­
tion, but it was settled before bv the 
natural course of events.” As for Messrs. 
Mackenzie and Mann's railway enterprise, 
he said that while he had nothing whatever 
against the Canadian Pacific, which would 
build new branches this year, it was the 
general desire that Mackenzie and Mann's 
organization should be entirety Independent, 
as there was plenty of room for them noth, 
and to spare.

The government lender was then ques­
tioned as to public sentiment in the Terri­
tories regarding educational matters, and 
he replied that everything was progressing 
most satisfactorily. He stated that while 
the Roman Catholic church might consider 
as a church that they did not have all they 
desired, the people individually were satis­
fied with the schools at their disposition. 
Mr. Haultain’s other colleague in the execu­
tive is Hon. H. B. Bulyea, minister of 
agriculture; and he also mentioned that 
Hon. Mr. Ross had gone north as a member 
of the commission that will make a treaty 
with the Indians.

A gentleman who has had opportuni­
ties for observation, as well as the abil­
ity to arrive at sound conclusions with 
regard to mining in British Columbia as 
compared with other countries, is now 
staying at the Hotel Driard, on his way 
to the Klondike. He is Major Albert 
H. Haider, F. G. S., special mining com­
missioner to Reuter’s Telegram Com-

Mr. R. M. Palmer, inspector of fruit 
pests, in an interview yesterday said that 
the reports from tile fruit growing dis­
tricts of the province indicate that the 
fruit crop of the season will be a very 
partial one. At blossoming time there 
was promise of abundant yields, but 
frost, unfavorable conditions for pollina­
tion, and the weak state of trees which 
bore profusely last year, during an ab­
normally hot dry season, have brought 
about this s£ate of affairs.

In strawberr

Quite a number of appointments were 
given notice-of in yesterday’s issue of the 
Provincial Gazette. They follow:

Thomas Mathews, of Vancouver, to be 
official administrator for the county of 
Vancouver, vice J. D. Byrne.

J. H. Whittome, of Duncans, to be a 
notary public for Nanaimo county.

F W. Laing, of Nelson, to be a clerk 
in the office of the government agent in 
that city. w . .

John Peck, of New Westminster, to 
be inspector of steam boilers under the 
Steam Boiler Inspection act, 1899; such 
appointment to take effect on July 1st,
^Tas. Maitland-Dougall, of Duncan, to 
be assessor and collector under the As­
sessment act and a collector under the 
Revenue Tax act for Cowiehan, and 
a registrar under the Marriage act, vice 
H. O. Wellburn.

Alan Forester, of Rossland, to be a no­
tary public for the county of Koote­
nay.

The name of John Walter Weart, J. 
P., of Burnaby, is as described, and not 

Gazette of May 23rd.
Thomas O’Connell, of Nanaimo, to be 

a member of the board of commissioners 
of police for the said city.

W. Trail Heddle, of Nanamo, to be 
a member of the board of licensing com­
missioners for the said city.

Edwin R. Atherton, of Sandon, aider- 
man, to be a member of the boards of 
licensing commissioners and _ commis­
sioners of police for the said city.

Alfred C. Flumerfelt, Ouyler A. Hol­
land, and Richard Low Drury, of Vic­
toria, to be directors of the Provincial 
Royal Jubilee Hospital, Victoria.

George C. Tunstall, and W. H. Evans, 
of Kamloops, to be directors of the Royal 
Inland Hospital, Kamloops.

John Bowron, of Barkerville. govern- 
agent, to be a director of the Royal 

Cariboo Hospital, Barkerville.
Alfred Edw. Bull, of Vancouver, bar- 

rister-at-law, to be a notary public with­
in and for the province of British Co­
lumbia.

The resignation of Dr. Ernest Cromp­
ton, M.R.C.S., as a coroner for the prov­
ince has been accepted.

Premier Semlin has been deputed to 
execute marriage licenses or money war­
rants under any statute of the legisla­
ture, during the absence of .the Lieut.- 
Governor.

The municipal court of revision ad­
vanced a number of small appeals at 
its session yesterday, the list presented 
by Mr. A. W. Jones, on behalf of his 
clients being disposed of, leaving the 
court clear for the consideration of Mr. 
H. M. Grahame’s cases this morning. 
The total redaction of real estate assess­
ments yesterday was but $550, and on 
improvements $2,750, the list of appeals 
dealt with being as follows:

A. J. Clyde, for Mrs. A. Clyde, 
pealed against the assessment on lots 6 
and 7, block Z, Work estate, which was 
ordered reduced from $1,700 to $1,600; 
the improvements on lot 7 being con­
firmed at $750.

A. W. Jones, for the Canada Settlers’ 
Loan and Trust Co., appealed against the 
assessment on lot 779, block 16, which 
was ordered reduced to $1,500 from 
$1,B00; lots 1-8 and 27-30, blocks 23-4, 
Beekley farm, were ordered to stand as 
assessed, at $5,500.

A. W. Jones, for N. P. Snowden, ap­
pealed against the assessment on lot 
block 65, section 10, which was confirm­
ed at $8,000; part block 66, section 10, 
was ordered to stand at $4,800.

A. W. Jones, for Mrs. Baillie-Groh- 
man, appealed against the assessment on 
improvements on lots 1655, 1664-5, which 
was confirmed at $2,550.

Joseph Dwyer appealed against the as­
sessment on lot 679, block S, which was 
confirmed at $1,600; the assessment on 
improvements was reduced from $900 
to $800; lot 1 of 1257, block T, was or­
dered to stand at $2,100; the improve­
ments thereon also stand at $1,000; lot 
15 of 1257, block T, was confirm 
$1,500; improvements stand as assRsed 
at $1,200; part lot B, five-acre block 2, 
stands as assessed at $900, and the im­
provements thereon at $1,200.

Joseph Dwyer, for Mrs. M. E. John­
son, appealed against the assessment on 
lot 1247, block T, which was ordered 
to stand at $11,000; the improvements 
thereon being confirmed at $2,000.

J. W. Mellor appealed against the as­
sessment on % lot 782 and %.lot 783, 
blpck 16, which was reduced from $1,400 
to $1,300; the improvements on % lot 
782 stand as assessed, at $1,200; lots 
8 and 9, block Z, Work estate, 
duced from $1,700 to $1,600; improve­
ments on lot 8 were reduced from $2,- 
600 to $2,300; part lot 2, lot 3 and part 
lot Lxfive- acre lot 10, were confirmed at 
$2,630; the improvements on part lot 2 
were ordered to stand as assessed, at 
$1,000; and those on lot 3 were reduced 
from $2,000 to $1,500.

Miss O’Connor, for J. O’Connor, ap­
pealed against the assessment on lots 
18-21, block 20, Bedkley farm, which 
was ordered to stand at $2,000; the im­
provements on 18 and 21 were reduced 
from $1,600 to $1,500; lots 25-7, block 
20, Beekley farm,
$1.650 to $1,500.

Mrs. A. C. Couves appealed again* the 
assessment on part lot 12, block 12, 
which was ordered t4 stand at $2,200; 
the improvements assessment' was reduc­
ed from $650 to $500; part lot 381, block 
4, was confirmed at $800; and improve­
ments thereon at $1,000.

Mrs. Matthews, for the P. J. Matthews 
estate, appealed against the assesssment 
on part lot 2, block 27, Beekley farm, 
which was ordered to stand, at $450; 
improvements thereon were reduced from 
$750 to $600.

Edgar Fawcett appealed against tho 
assessment on improvements on lot 1143, 
block 35, the appeal being adjourned for 
further consideration.

J. Graham appealed against the assess­
ment on lot 1921, block 65, which was 
confirmed, at $950; the improvements 
thereon also standing as assessed, at 
$750.

A. G. Robertson appealed against the 
assessment on improvements on lot 1, 
block 18-22, section ID. which was or­
dered reduced from $1,200 to $1,000.

A. Munro, for the Campbell estate, 
appealed against the assessment on the 
improvements on part lot 635. which 
Hgs reduced from $1,600 to $1,300.

T. I. Worthington appealed against 
the assessment on lots 2-10, block B of 
66 Fernwood, and improvements thereon, 
the realty valuation being confirmed at 
$2,300 and that of the improvements at 
$1.200.

A. F. Matthews appealed against the 
assessment on lot 47, i block 73, Spring 
Ridge, and the improvements on same, 
which were confirmed at $300 and $2.10 
respectively.

McBean & Vincent appealed against 
the assessment on lots 14-18 and 40-44. 
block 56, with improvements, which were 
ordered to stand at $3.810 and $1,200.

Mrs. Brocklehurst appealed against the 
assesment on improvements on lot 175, 
block 9, Hillside -Extension, which was 
ordered to stand at $750; and on lot 170 
improvements assessment, which 
also confirmed at $1,500.

Mrs. MeAdam appealed against the 
essment on lots 37-8. block 3, section 74, 
which was ordered to stand at $580; lot 
2, block 3-7. Spring Ridge, stands at 
$900, the improvements thereon being 
reduced from 8800 $7'.NJ■ lots 151-2,
block 10, Hillisid- Extension, stand at 
$850.

Andrew Gray appealed against the as­
sessment on Improvements on lot 405, 
which was reduced from $1,600 to $1.- 
400; improvements on lot 19, five-acre 
block 18, were confirmed at $450; the 
assesssmente on improvements on lot 7, 
five-acre blôck 3, was reduced from $800 
to $700: and that on improvements on 
lot 186, block W, was reduced from $150 
to $100.

Mary E. Gray appealed against the 
assessment on lot 19, nve-acre block 3, 
which stands at $900, the assessment on 
improvements thereon being reduced 
from $450 fro $250.

Shalleross & Macaulay appealed 
against the assessment of lot 17, block 
53-64, Fernwood, which stands at $210; 
with the improvements thereon at $450.

W. J. Croll appealed against the as­
sessment on lot 3, block 45-6, Spring 
Ridge, which stands at $200; the im­
provements thereon was ordered reduced 
from $1,200 to $1,000. '

Messrs. Hawthorne & Co., (Limited), 
Leith, have received an order to build 
a mission hospital steam trawler of about 
300 tons for the Royal National Mis­
sion to Deep Sea Fishermen. She is the 
gift of an anonymous donor.

qf ore.
i<*{y in the upraise on the 

eighth level-'has over 15 inches of clear 
galena, the balance being mixed ore, but 
it is satisfactory to note that the value 
of the whtile three feet, without any 
sorting whatever, gives a net profit of 
$70 per ton.

The directors have taken advantage 
of the temporary closing down on ac­
count of surface water, to prepare for 
development on a much larger scale. 
The necessary new machinery will be 
on the spot at once. The directors are 
informed that hereafter, by the expendi­
ture of a small sum of money, the surface 
water which now finds its way into the 
mine, may be prevented from so doing. 
This is to be attended to as quickly as 
possible.

The meeting then adjourned, with a 
vote of thanks to the chairman.

pany.
Major Haider has had considerable 

mining experience & other countries, and 
is in a position to express an opinion 
as to the disabilities the mining interests 

He has eare-

ies the season is fully 
two weeks later than last year, and the 
crop not more than one-half, with some 
exceptions in specially favored locations.
Warm weather now will ripen this fruit , .. ,
very rapidly, and it will come in with a . .. ,01 the Mo°treal shareholders
rush, but its season will be shorter than 1 ‘ll> Falrview Corporation. Limited, was 
usual. Raspberries promise fairly well, !*eld ln the Fraser Institute last night. Mr. 
except where injured by winter killing, R- Russell, president and managing director 
and will overlap the strawberry crop in of the company, addressed the meeting and 
ripening, not being much later than in a explained that the reason for calling the 
normal season. _ _ meeting was that it was Impossible to meet

Plums and cherries are very irregular, all the parties interested In any other way. 
and on the whole will .not give more than The general business of the Falrview Cor- 
2t> per cent, of a full yield, some districts poration for the past two years was gone 
losing heavily through late frosts, while {“to in a very thorough manner by Mr. 
prunes are a failure almost without ex- Russell, who showed that In the Stemwlnder
eontinn On the ether- bund meet ,e alone the corporation had an asset ception. un tne otner nanu, most whieh would pay handsome
varieties of apples promise well, and the the whole capital stock. Mr. Russell fur- 
crop will be good except where trees ther stated that there was a quarter of a 
overbore last year, and in very frosty million dollars worth of ore actually block- 
locations. Pears will be very light, °ut *1* ti*e ,ml°e- All the other depart-
esneriallv Bartlett* which bore nrofuselv me,nts of the business were in good shape, especially .Garnetts, wuicn core proruseiy and as goon as a jarge stamp mill could be
last year, and would scarcely have erected on the Stemwlnder the Falrview 
borne a crop under favorable conditions, Corporation would be a steady dividend- 
aud in some districts fungus diseases are Paying company. He requested the co-

On, the 0Peration of the shareholders In obtaining the money required for machinery.
Considerable stock was taken by the share­

holders present at the meeting. A hearty 
vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Russell 
for the report given to the shareholders, 
and great satisfaction was expressed at 
the position of the company.

A block of the treasury stock of the com­
pany sufficient to erect machinery Is being 

and offered at 15 cents per share, and It will 
probably be taken up by the present share­
holders. All present at the meeting con­
curred in the belief that it was actually 
wqjth double that price. A full report Is 
being circulated among all the shareholders 
which goes very minutely into all details.

ap-

lie under in this country, 
fully observed the conditions appertain­
ing to mining since his arrival, and has 
endeavored as far as possible to ascer­
tain the causes that have hitherto re­
tarded mining development in this coun­
try, as well as the reasons why English 
and European capitalists, though they 
have been endeavoring for a considerable 
time to interest themselves, are unable 
to do so. He has come to the conclusion 
that the chaotic and unworkable condi­
tion of the mining law is the cause of 

in this province.

RAILWAY-FERRY CONNECTION.

Sir: The vote of $250 by the board 
of aldermen to enable inquiries to be 
made as to the railway-ferry proposal 
between Victoria and the Fraser valley 
seems altogether unnecessary, 
what is known as the DeCosmos scheme 
was before the public, details of survey, 
cost of ferry, etc., were prepared, and. 
are still available. Information concern­
ing the Sidney road should not be diffi­
cult to obtain, as the nominal owners of 
that jerk-water line should be pleased 
to furnish any necessary details that 
would promote its purchase. The Vic­
toria, Vancouver & Eastern promoters 
have always claimed that they spent 
considerable money in obtaining prelim­
inary surveys and estimates of cost, and 
those suffering patriots would perhaps 
strain a point and provide any facts that 
would further the building of a portion 

• of the line. While not in the confidence 
of the few who have the matter in hand, 
it has been stated that the line would 
run from Point Roberts landing to Chilli­
wack, joining the Great Northern at 
South Westminster^- and the Northern 
Pacific and Canadian Pacific at the 
Mission. If the primary object is to 
develop the Fraser valley and bring that 
fertile section into cheap and rapid com­
munication with Victoria, the scheme of 
avoiding direct connection with Vancou­
ver and New Westminster is sound; but 
1 was under the impression that the chief 
end in view was to provide rapid con­
nection with these cities and the C. P. 
R., and a means of receiving and send­
ing freight without breaking bulk. It 
does not seem sound business to expect 
that the Northern Pacific will haul Vic­
toria freight from Seattle to the bound­
ary line, there to be handed over to the 
local line, to be again hauled to the 
coast, ferried to the Island and by rail 
from Sidney to Victoria—and to do all 
this extra haulage at the same rate as 
goods are now delivered in Victoria by 
the present method. This holds good 
in a lesser degree with respect to 
freight by the Great Northern, which 
line would have to haul the freight from 
Everett to South Westminster, there to 
be delivered to the local line- The con­
nection at Mission with the C. P. R. re­
mains, and of the three is the better one, 
provided that company would consent to 
hand over and receive Victoria freight 
at that point. Should either road make 
such an arrangement, the proportion of 
freight charges which would accrue to 
the local line would not furnish funds 
for axle grease. So far as passengers 
are concerned, no traveller over the 
American lines would care to spend the 
time and inconvenience of travelling two 
or three hundred miles to reach Victoria, 
when it can be accomplished by a trip of 
60 miles from Seattle. Neither would 
this ferry scheme furnish us with 
quicker and more comfortable service 
to the Mainland cities. Therefore the 
present steamer lines would still require 
to be operated. If the connection via 
Point Roberts provided a fast service 
direct with Vancouver there would be 
merit in it, for after all said and done, 
what Victoria requires is more rapid and 
frequent connection with the C. P. R„ 
that line bringing the bulk of our 
through freight, and being the only dis­
tributor available for seven-eighths of 
tlie goods that we sell to Mainland 

. points. The Dunsmuir scheme recog­
nized and provided for this, and its with­
drawal is to be deplored. Without the 
co-operation of the C. P. R., no scheme 
for better connection will be of practical 
value to Victoria.

At the meeting in the board of trade 
The rooms, the reverse would seem to be the 

opinion of those taking the most promi­
nent part in the discussion when consid­
ering the Sidney-Point Roberts scheme. 
But without the co-operation of the O. 
P. R., wherein would Victoria be better 
off, so far as transcontinental connection 
is concerned? Every passenger going or 
coming would take the steamer to and 
from Vancouver or Seattle. We would 
gain only the advantage of the trade 
of the Fraser valley, and this in compe­
tition with Vancouver, a nearer point. 
If Victoria is to give largely in aid of a 

Tutu' mimumTr™ railway ferry connection with the Main-HE DARDANELLES. land, let us first be certain that we are
____ "TV, . . getting what we are paying for, andou aging Report Presented by the Victoria will not receive it by the con- 

Chairman at an Adjourned Meeting. struction of a line to Chilliwack. The
----  connection must be rapid and direct.

At an adjourned meeting of the Darda- While the public are being bewildered 
uelles Mining Oo., Ltd., held on Tues- h5" these many proposals of railway 
day eveuing, with Mr. Fred. Peters in ferries, will it not be wise to also con- 
the chair, it was moved by Mr. Shall- aider the question of more rapid and 
cross, seconded by Mr. Bury and carried- frequent steamer service with Vancou- 
that Hon. G: E. Foster be nominated as Ter? The suggestion made in your edi- 
a director of the company, and on a bal- torial columns the other day that a sub­
lot being taken Mr. Foster was unani- -«'dy be given for a 3Mi-hour service with 
mously elected. Vancouver is a practical one, and should

The chairman referred to the encour- be given earnest consideration. If Vic- 
aging nature of the reports received from toria could secure such a service it 
the mine, and also to the fact that it tvould bring enough additional business 
had been arranged amongst the holders to more than recoup the city for the 
of the 200,000 shares of new treasury annual expenditure necessary to induce 
stock that the same should be pooled. its operation. The bringing of freight in 

The chairman also reported that the cars to Victoria is more or less a senti- 
directors are still determined to at once mental question, unless the arrangement 
proceed vigorously with the development with the railway company was such that 
of the Okanagan and Çjàmond Gross Victoria would be the actual as well as 
claims. Leads have been discovered on the nominal terminus of the transconti- 
both of these claims of so promising a nental line. If we have no steamships 
nature as to lead to the belief that a to load and unload, wherein would 
reasonable amount of development may our commerce be at all augmented 
prove that on both of these claims mines by the connection? The C. P. R. steam- 
exist. ships would still go to Vancouver, and

As to the condition of the Dardanelles the Northern Pacific and Great Northern 
mine proper at the present time, the lines to Seattle and Tacoma. Let ns 
chairman’s statement was most encour- not be led away by the sentimental as- 
aging. He showed that the shaft had pect of the case, but only give value for 
been sunk over 500 feet, and that the I a practical and profitable advantage, 
bottom of the shaft is still is good ore. | COMMON SENSE.

as per When
dividends onthe want of progress 

He is under the impression that the law 
has been framed by men whose mining 
experience, if any, was based on know­
ledge gained forty years ago, and who 
are utterly ignorant of up-to-date re­
quirements. . .

Major Haider contrasts the mining 
laws of the Transvaal with those of 
this province, and is in a position to aa- 

friends that under
already affecting the fruit, 
whole it may be classed as an off-year 
for fruits, with the exception of apples, 
and prices will probably rule higher 
than usual.

It may be mentioned that all the 
Pacific coast states have suffered in a 
similar manner, and in some of the best 
fruit-growing counties of Oregon 
Washington the fruit crop is pronounced 
a failure.

vise his > European 
present conditions it is far better and 
safer to invest in ■ the much-maligned 
Transvaal than in British Columbia or I 
the Yukon. This is such a serious mat­
ter for this country that the Colonist 
asked Major Haider what he would sug­
gest as an improvement on our present 
mining laws, because if he advises Euro­
pean capitalists as he speaks, his power 

Reuter’s mining commissioner will do 
very serious harm.

Major Haider points out that
develop its mines except the 

government exacts 
from mining, since no government can 

industry without revenue. In 
the Transvaal the government exacts a 

of $560 per claim per annum 
under a prospector’s license, and $2,240 
per annum under a mining license tak­
ing in proportion their dairns in size to 
one claim here. The fact of charging 
$2.50 per annum for a claim in British 
Columbia is absolutely suicidal to the 
mining interests, inasmuch as immense 
areas of country are staked out by so- 
called prospectors who in many in­
stances never even do any assessment 
work, but continue to re-locate year 
after year the same property in other 
names.

Major Haider also points out that he 
provision in the law by which 

proper government inspectors supervise 
the amount of assessment work that is 
supposed to be done, and says that 
nothing is easier than for a man to value 
the assessment work at $100 when per­
haps not $10 worth of work has been 
executed, and asks when this system is 
going to end. , It is keeping capital out 
of the country, killing development of 
the mining resources, and, curiously 
enough, is absolutely inimical to the 
employment of labor. He is also of the 
opinion that mining is meant for mining 
men, and not for speculation or pleasure, 
and that the law should be framed so 
that men cannot sit down year after 
year and block the development of a 
great country. The Major is strongly 
in favor of a law similar to that prevail­
ing in some of the Australian colonies, 
by which the ownership of a claim shall 
absolutely depend upon the owner em­
ploying a certain number of miners at 
work, with the alternative of paying 
proportionately reasonable claim license 
to the government. The latter alterna­
tive Major Haider suggests, as he fore­
sees that it might be impossible for 
mine owners at all times to procure 
labor at reasonable rates. He expresses 
himself as very much disgusted with the 
alien law and with the eight-hour law, 
which would never be tolerated in even 
Boer-ridden Transvaal.

Major Haider furiher points out a fact 
which will always militate against min­
ing successes in this country, and that 
is the high rate of wages. The rate of 
pay of $3.50 per diem can only be borne 
by extremely rich mines, and he states 

his emphatic opinion that -until 
thing is done to introduce cheaper min­
ing labor, that 99 out of every 100 prop­
erties in this country will never be 
worked, and it will be his duty to point 
this out in his official capacity to Euro­
pean capitalists. The remedy, he says, 
lies in our own hands.

Major Haider referred again to his 
previous remarks about claim licenses 
and the compulsory working of claims, 
and pointed out that if this system were 
adopted it would compel present claim 
owners to either work their claims, pay 
a satisfactory claim license, which he 
suggests shall not be less than $250 per 
annum, or quit and allow others with 
means at their disposal to come in and 
develop the country; but he says that 
European capitalists are not coming here 
to pay silly and ridiculous prices for ab­
solutely undeveloped properties.
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as STUDYING FLIGHTS OF BIRDS.
no coun- Movements May Be Closely Watched at 

Night Through a Telescope.
Most people when they look through a 

telescope at the moon expect to see the 
moon, and if they see anything else they 
are not satisfied, says the New York Press. 
But O. G. Libby tells of another reason for 
looking at the moon through a telescope. 
It is to count the birds which, ln their mi­
gration season, fill the air In their flight. 
For a second, perhaps, sometimes not as 
long, the outline of the birds Is projected 
clearly on the fair face of the moon, and 
down goes the recording pencil. An Inter­
esting record was made at Washington ob­
servatory, overlooking a lake near the 
city of Madison, Wls.

It has long been known that In the mi­
gration season nearly all of the move­
ments of the birds, north or south, are in 
the night, thus insuring safety, while In 
the daytime rest and food can be had. Mr. 
Libby’s first observations were to count 
the bird calls heard in one night. He se­
lected a small elevation west of Madl- 
slon, near three lakes. It was a raw Sep­
tember evening. He counted 3,800 bird 
calls, at an average of 12 a minute. The 
rate, however, varied greatly. For any 
one hour the largest number counted was 
936, and this was between 2 and 3 o’clock 
ln the morning, though for two other 
hours the number was pretty nearly as 
large. The calling began early* in the 
evening and lasted until long after 3 ln the 
morning. All variety of birds were re­
presented—the harsh squawk of a water 
bird and the call of the bobolink, with 
the shrill notes of the smaller sparrows or 
warblers being heard. It was an eerie ex­
perience, hearing this chorus of cries from 
invisible creatures.

By what birds are guided in their mi­
gration Is a puzzle. It may be the stars, 
or the country—the lakes and valleys and 
water courses. It is certain that cloudy 
or foggy nights are not favorable for flight. 
There Is no infallible instinct, else they 
would not get lost.

The dangers of such a journey are great, 
and It is a case of the survival of the 
fittest. The sick and the young and the 
old die on the ground, to which they have 
fallen. Birds of prey hover in the rear 
and on the flanks ready to pick off the 
stragglers, and sudden changes of tempera­
ture and the Coming of storms carry off 
the weaker, and sometimes even the most 
sturdy.

Thousands of bluebirds perished in a 
great storm of 1895; yet twice each year the 
plucky little fellows take the long journey 
and they do it so quietly that we mortals, 
who consider ourselves so superior, do not 
notice the enormous population in transit 
over us.

Almost any one can make these observa­
tions, a telescope not being necessary. A 
good field glass will show all but the small­
est birds.

otry can EIGHT HOURS IN COLORADO.a proper revenue
Refusal to Pay Long Wages for Short 

Day Closes All Trust Smelters.

Denver, June 13.—This morning the 
managers of the Omaha and Grant smelt­
ers began blowing out their furnaces, and 
by to-morrow night every plant belong­
ing to the American Smelting and Re­
fining Company, otherwise known as thq 
smelting trust, will be closed down, 
throwing several thousand employees out 
of employment, and incidentally a much 
larger number of miners in coal as well 
as metalliferous .mines, coke burners, 
teamsters and other workmen. The ef­
fect of the shutdown upon Colorado can 
hardly be computed at this time. The 
shutdown is the result of the eight-hour 
law, which goes into effect Thursday.

By the closing of the Grant and Globe 
smelters in this city about 1,100 men will 
be out of employment. Neither the man­
agement nor the men anticipate that the 
closing will be for long. The union has 
assurance from Mr. Grant that he will 
not operate his plant with imported men.

It is estimated that the shutdown of 
the trust smelters, if long continued, will 
necessitate the closing of 75 per cent, of 
the mines in Colorado, and will have a 
disastrous effect upon all industries in 
the state. The smelter managers propose 
to bring about a test case before the 
Supreme Court as soon as possible to 
determine the constitutionality of the 
eight-hour law.

The state board of arbitration has of­
fered its services as mediator between 
the employers and employees, and it is 
hoped that a new wage scale will be 
agreed upon within a few weeks.

foster an

revenue
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NEW ORDERS.
Gold commissioners and mining record­

ers have been instructed to forward to 
the minister of minks on the first day of 
each month a complete list of all the free 
miners’ certificates issued from the 
respective offices during the preceding 
month, showing the names of the holder, 
the number of the certificate, the date 
of issue and the date of expiry, such 
returns to commence from the 1st of 
May.

COMPANIES INCORPORATED.
During the week the following com­

panies were incorporated: The Bendigo 
Gold Mining Company, Limited, of Ross­
land, capital $100,000. Wurzburg & 
Company. Limited, qf Vancouver, capi­
tal $50,000. Similkameen Copper Min- 

- ing Company, Limited, of Rossland, 
capital $1,1)00,0000. British-American
Consolidated Gold and Silver Mining 
Company of British Columbia, Limited, 
of Rossland, capital $1,500,000. Bound­
ary Creek Copper Mines, Limited, of 
Greenwood, capital $250,000.

COMPANIES LICENSED.
The following extra-provincial com­

panies have been licensed: Tracy Creek 
Mining Company, of Spokane, capital 
$10,000: local office Fort Steele; R. O. 
Jennings, attorney. Montreal Boundary 
Creek Mining Company, Limited, of St. 
John. New Brunswick, capital $2.000,- 
000: local office, Greenwood; Chas. Prin­
gle attorney.

sees no
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for all time to come.

MISCELLANEOUS.
Four new school districts have been 

created, viz.. Prairie, Belmont, Spring 
Brook and Langley.

Mr, Burns. B.A., Nelson, and E. Stu­
art Wood, of Kamloops, have been ap­
pointed sub-examiners, to preside at the 
examination for teachers’ certificates in 
Nelson and Kamloops respectively, and 
to assign marks to candidates in reading.

The head office of the Whitewater* 
Mines, Limited, has been removed from 
Nelson to Kaslo, and Geo. Alexander 
has been appointed agent in place of J. 
R. Robertson.

M. A. Wilson, merchant tailor of Ross­
land. has assigned to Ed. Baellie. —... 
creditors meet on June 29th at 4 o’clock.

A special general meetng of the Neil- 
s°n Poorman Gold ’ Mining Company 
will be held at Vancouver on July 17th 
at 4 p.m. to consider the disposal of the 
company's assets, and to consider means 
of raising money to proceed with the 
development work.

F. C. Gamble, inspector of dykes, is 
calling for tenders for clearing the site 
of the proposed dykes at Chilliwack 
Tenders will be received up to Friday, 
June 30th.

NEWFOUNDLAND’S LUCK.
A

Villagers on French Shore Burned and 
Fifty-Seven Families Homeless.

St. John's, Nfld., June 13.—The village 
of Bay of Islands, a settlement on the 
western coast of Newfoundland forming 
part of what is called the French shore, 
was destroyed by a forest fire yesterday. 
Sixty-nine houses were burned to the 
ground and fifty-seven families rendered 
homeless. The French and British war­
ships on the coast are affording assist­
ance to the destitute people until other 
steps can be taken to relieve them.

THE ALIEN LABOR LAW.
From the Montreal Star.

With all due respect and deference to the 
Prime Minister of Canada, we venture to 
suggest that the present is a good time to 
define Canada’s attitude on the question of 
alien labor. We have an alien labor law 
on our statute books, which the govern­
ment does not enforce. Such laws, it may 
as well be admitted at once, are relics of 
barbarism, unworthy of the present age, 
unworthy of two countries like Canada and 
the United States. But they exist, through 
no fault of Canada’s, and every time there 
Is a dispute ln the Dominion between capi­
tal and labor, there is likely to arise an 
embarrassing demand upon the government 
to put our own law Into force. Canada’s 
present position with regard to this question 
Is about as bad as It can well be. We 
have an alien labor law, which Is not en­
forced ; the United States has an alien 
labor law which Is enforced against us. 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier makes the curious ex­
planation that an understanding has been 
arrived at between the two governments 
that the alien labor lawk of both countries 
are not to be suspended, but to be enforced 
with leniency ; and that this Is carried out 
by the American government enforcing the 
law only at Buffalo and by the Canadian 
government not enforcing it at all. He 
also explains that he la restrained from en­
forcing the Canadian law even with leni­
ency, for fear that the United States law 
will be enforced at Detroit as well as at 
Buffalo. If it were possible to have this 
question discussed in parliament without 
making the Premier lose his temper. It 
would be a good thing to have It discussed 
from a broad, national point of view. The 
primary object of the law was to create a 
defensive measure against an unfriendly 
American law. To place snch an act on the 
statute book and then confess that we are 
afraid to enforce It. while the United States 
government continues to enforce a similar 
law against Canadians, even ln one place. Is 
to confess an inferiority, which must tend 
to our prejudice ln international negotia­
tions. That-both countries should abstain 
from actions calculated to irritate each 
other while negotiations are going on is ln 
accordance with common sense, bat there Is 
no reason why the Washington of the North 
should approach the Washington of the 
South on all fours, and with Its nose in the 
dnst. It Is all very well to be friendly, 
but there is no reason why we should 
crawl.

some-as

MOSCOW’S SENSATION.
FIRE PROTECTION FOR VIC­

TORIA WEST.
In September Moscow will be treated 

to a most sensational trial, when the 
three managing directors of the Moscow 
City Credit & Mortgage Company will 
be arraigned on charges of forgery, em­
bezzlement, false bookkeeping and mis­
management. Gericke, Schildbach and 
Zvetonechine are the three high livers 
who have now to pay the piper, and it 
is charged that by their operations the 
5,000 shareholders in the company have 
lost more than $1,000,000. The import­
ance of this trial will be realized when it 
is remarked that up to January 1 last 
the company issued stock to the value of 
$750,000,000. Almost every mortgage 
recorded on Moscow real estate has been 
placed by this concern, and the swindling 
operations of the precious trio now 
brought to book have ruined hundreds of 
house owners in this city. The salaries 
of the managers, though large, were not 
excessive, as salaries go in America— 
all three receiving not more than $50,000 
a year.

Practical use is at last to be made of 
the storage of natural gas discovered 
some time ago at Heathfield, where pe­
troleum springs have been found. The 
gas which arises from these subterranean 
springs has been burning continuously 
from a jet for two and a half years, and, 
as the experiment has proved that the 
gas is suitable for practical purposes, it 
has been decided to light the railway 
station premises with it. Incandescent 
burners will be used, as the experiments 
show that the gas, with the aid of these 
burners, is 20 per cent more brilliant 
than ordinary London gas. If there is 
sufficient volume of gas, an effort will be 
made to utilize it for lighting the village.

wasSir: In reference to Victoria West 
fire protection, kindly allow me to say a 
few words. On Tuesday evening a fire 
broke out in a Chinese shack in this 
ward; box 65 was turned in; our boys 
were there in full force, but the fire was 
out, so we left our only apparatus (a 
small hand reel) in the shed. The only 
reason our volnteers were in evidence 
at all was owing to it being a calm night, 
which allowed the alarm (one and :i half 
miles away) to reach us. We w-re all 
on the scene long before the regular de­
partment got over, which shows that we 
are not extinct, as some of our worthy 
people think. Considering the disadvant­
ages we have to contend with, I think 
we are praiseworthy for having been 
there at all. In talking it over after­
wards it was found that every one of us 
had to wait till the third round of the 
box had died away on the still air before 
we had any idea that the fire was in our 
district, whereas the regulars leave their 
hall on a gallop even before the fitst 
round is finished.

Had there been a westerly wind blow­
ing not one (I venture to say) of our 
boys would have had the least idea that 
duty called them until after breakfast, 
eight or ten hours later. This preamble 
leads one to the point.

Why (in this enlightened age) have we 
not an efficient alarm system that can 
be used to call out the Victoria West 
fire department? The people of this 
downtrodden section subscribed for a 
steam syren some time ago; it was 
bought and attached to a boiler. The

as-

WANTS A NEW PROVINCE.

Premier of the Northwest Thinks Ter­
ritorial Form of Government 

Should Be Changed.
From the Montreal Gazette.

Hon. F. W. G. Haultain, leader and 
attorney-general of the government of the 
Northwest Territories, Is now in the city, 
accompanied by his two brothers, Messrs. 
W. G. and T. G. Haultaln, their presence 
here being explained by the serious Illness 
of their mother, who resides with her 
daughter, Mrs. Macklm, Shnter street.

Premier Haultain, being Interviewed yes­
terday, said that the governmental ma­
chinery of the Northwest was moving along 
smoothly enough, and that he believed an 
era of general prosperity had been ushered 
ln all over the Territories. Being asked 
about the status of the present assembly, 
the Premier said he did not care to make 
comparisons, but It was always Improving 
and the deliberations were carried on in a

It is whispered in Edinburgh that 
Lady Sybil Primrose, Lord Rosebury’s 
eider daughter, will follow her sister’s 
example. The suggested husband is an 
English peer, who is forty-second cousin 
of her own.
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