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Xlbe Colonist. oUres, contrary to the principles of British 

free trade, end was consequently injurious 
both to British interests and to the cause of 
free trade generally.

It is needless to say that Earl Grey is 
strongly opposed to what is caHed in Eng
land, “ Fair Trade.” He characterises it 
as “retaliatory,” and quotes Lord Salis
bury as applying to it the epithet, “ infan
tile."

of the province as' well, if machinery, 
supplies and passengers could be con
veyed to that rich district at ordinary 
rates or a little over. The revolution that 
the construction of a means of transit wliich 
could do this would effect, would surprise 
the most sanguine and the most enthusiastic.

We trust that the government will not 
allow Mr. Bell's Suggestion to pass unnotic
ed. If it mikes the enquiries necessary to 
find out how the system works and what it 
costs to build a mile of Back railway in a 
rough country, it may find that it is-within 
the means of the province to open up rich 
districts, which, on account of their distance 
from the coast and the difficulty of getting 
to them in order to develop their resources, 
are now, and to all appearance will long re
main, unproductive. Mr. Bell believes that 
the Abt Roc I# Railway system is well adapt
ed to British Columbia, and- his opinion is 
entitled to respect.

THE BMLXEA GASH. thar redistribution there will be none. I 
assume, as a matter of almost certainty, 
that it will justify it, but one cannot telL” 

This is, substantially, the same as the 
pledge made in the Premier’s election card. 
This promise has not been violated, in fact, 
it could not be violated, for the result of 
the census is not yet known. Why Mr. 
Sword and other independent members 
should be in such haste to demand a redis
tribution of the representation, is hard to 
understand. Would it not be wiser to think 
over the matter a little, and try to realize 
what redistribution means, and whether the 
hurry which he, and others, are in to have 
it commenced, if it is not factious, is not 
exceedingly childish?

This would be the sensible as well as the copies to each of the first^ase steamers of 
consistent course, and we almost think that the Atlantic lines, having first stamped in 
some of the gentleman who have taken pest g°ld letters “ Steamer ——-, from tha 
in the debate on the address will regret tha* B°‘rd of Trade’ C-”
they did not pursue it. ïou» truly,

BOARD OF TRADE.

; ; NEWS OF THEFRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5. 1883. Mr. Justice Crease's report on the now 
famous Belyea case will repaya careful 
perusal. The principle which lay at the 
base of the enquiry is a very Important 
It is thus stated by the learned judge:

“ That in the Magistrate’s Court, the ini- 
tial tribunal, where are originated nearly 
all criminal proceedings which may possibly 
affect the honor, liberty and even life.of any 
man, woman or child in the country, there 
shall be no loophole left for a reasonable 
suspicion that the purity of the fountain of 
justice may be sullied or influenced by a 
direct or indirect conflict between pecuniary 
interest and official duty in the magistrate 
presiding over such preliminary proceed
ings.”

TffEORACULA R REFORMER.

The Opposition in the Legislative Assem- 
1 My seems at a loss for something to oppose. 
The Victoria organ has hitherto been quite 
•Bent, and its Vahoouver colaborer, though it 
appears to be more combative, is mysteri
ous and oracular. Even it can see nothing 
to find fault with in the . Government’s 
policy. In fact, it virtually admits that 
M is good ss far as it goes, but it dis
tantly and darkly hints at “proposed re
forms,” and “a reform in the whole system 
of our Provincial Government,” which the 
present Administration cannot be expected 
to carry nut. It, therefore, urges the “In
dependent Parly” to be pp and doing. In 
fact, the Advertiser is obviously impatient. 
The Independent members have been too 
consistent to please that journal They 
have been really and honestly independent, 
and it earnestly desires them to take a 
side, to abandon their independent attitude 
and become ftctiously Oppositionist

When we try to discover why the Adver
tiser advises the independent members to 
east aside their independence and become 
the subservient followers of an oppo
sition leader, we find ourselves in 
à fog of meaningless verbiage, through 
which nothing can be seen. What are these 
reforms to which our contemporary alludes 
so very mysteriously ? It is not the habit of 
reformers to deal in dark hints and obscure 
insinuations. They take the people into 
their confidence at a very early stage of their 
agitations. They are as open as the dry, 
and tell the public what they want ' and 
hew they hope to accomplish their ends. 
Their utterances are the reverse of inde
finite, and in their clearness, their open- 
wees and their frankness lies their best 
ehanoe of gaining popular support and sym
pathy. But there is nothing to be learned 
from the hazy utterances of the Adver
tiser, except that it is an advocate of re
form and that it would, if it had its way, 
turn the whole system of Provincial Gov
ernment upside down and inside odt.

Reform, as every one knows, is a very 
indefinite term. What one man advocates 
suis reform another, to all appearance quite 
as intelligent and quite as wise, denounces 
as a mischievous, perhaps a ruinous 
oh ange. Then there are politicians who be
lieve that reform means nothing 
and nothing better than turning the men in 
power out, and putting the men out of 
power ux. As long as our contemporary is 
either ashamed or afraid to tell the world 
what it means by reform, people generally 
will put their own interpretation on its 
worda Most of them will, no doubt, 
to the common sense conclusion that the 
reform which the reformer either cannot or 
will not define is no reform at all

If the Advertiser expects the Independ
ent members of the Legislative Assembly to 
tiiaoge their course in order to support 
undefined and perhaps indefinable scheme of 
“ reform ” it will, we are quite sure, be 
sadly disappointed.*' “ Reform ” is not a 
word to conjure with in these days. Men, 
whether in the Legislature or out of the 
Legislature, must know what a politician's 
proposals are before they take them to be 
reforms, and must hear them discussed 
freely, openly and independently before 
they give them their countenance and sup
port. If the Advertiser is going to 
the role of reformer let us bear what its re
forms are, what they are intended to effect, 
and how it proposes to bring them about'.

Contrast Let for f 
Vancouver 
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Mr, W. Jensen wrote, enclosing » couple 

of letters from friends in England, asking 
what inducements Victoria offered for th. 
establishment of chemical works.
Jensen replied that the prospects were er- 
ceJlent, and forwarded the communications 
for the Board’s endoreation.

The matter was referred to Mr. Bullen.

one.
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Mr. The lew Westmlnsh 
to Suspend

He argues %tt a policy of retalia
tion applied to the United States and 
Russia, the two greatest protectionist 
nations of the world, while it might injure 
those countries would do much more harm 
to great Britain. The subject bf “ Colonial 
Trade ” is not touched in the essay which is 
to be continued.
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Commissioner Reea,: 
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Market Hall

R. H. Alexander, J.1 
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Company will be held « 

Louie Moore, who liv 
Refinery, was a muted i 
Detective Devi*, char 
box of half a dozen lain 
freight shed on Decern* 
bave since been sold*, 
traced to Moore. JinSy 
an important witness. 

Yesterday afternoon, 
men for i he crews of 
D. Rand and Vaj 

shipped at the Custom 
sels < xpect to get away

Nothing has yet 1 
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Velos was sent up by u 
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large number of passe» 
of freight were taken u 
W. Wright, one of tlj 
fishing company, had j 
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The following are thJ 
port of Vancouver foe 
January 31, 1862, and I 
ponding month in 1891
Duties........................... Vq
Other Revenues..............

Total.:...................
The retqms thus sho

388.14.
The following was th 

Revenue ■ collected at 
month ending January.
Spirits...........................1
matt............................J

Victoria market report.
What .Local Competition is Doing for th. 

Home Demand.

A Fortune in Publie Bonuses, Which 
Somebody is Looking 

. After. 4 Van
It will be interesting^to see what the 

thorough-going old free-trader has to say on 
this subject. There are many who regard 
Earl Grey’s views on matters of trade as 
obsolete, or which are good enough for 
Great Britain, but are not applicable to new 
countries which have their resources to 
develop and their industries to build up. 
But whether we agree with the essayist or 
not we cannot help admiring the vigor 
which the venerable statesman displays, 
and the forcibleness as well as the clear
ness with which he states his views. It is 
not often that wesee a man of nearly ninety 
years of age on this side of the Atlantic 
taking a part in the discusion of a difficult 
and intricate public question.

met, yesterday morning, and sat through a vo 'sumption. The lucre ,„e In hem - milling in- 
long list of important business. It was the tTtV Th^km^^re.mJsQnpliS1 hat! fiï 
fifteenth meeting of the new council, and Ü, „ o e1 Te,'T v-oiisiderabir, * ' th .t brand 
that they are getting down to work in ÏS&Kïly. v
earnest, is evident from what ha. already to’» ebe floul! a^bêi^nX^ th‘ 
been accomplished. There were present at g®8* Manitoba a d Frazer River w« eat is 
yesterday’s meeting : Meiers. T "B. Hall.
president; Vice-President Flnmerfelt, R. The wet season miheF aze .however.h e lim- 
Ward, J.H. Todd, A. B. Gray, W. F. Ï&ÆÏÏ
Bullen Ç. E. Renoaf. fi. R. Ker, and H.
J*. rleistenn&n. mutter of time when our f arme a wi’l be hble

Mr. Bullen, chairman of the committee to supply the needs of the Gin-d and defy com-

of Trade, asking co-operation in pressing Oats of good quality' are emld at 321 Prr ton, 
“upon the notice of the Governmentthe cieat °f the North West. The
advantages which, in their opinion, would hora™}^ but the”»
result to the province from the establish- tity used for milling purposes has proved . 
ment of the industry of ship-building;- and,. .*7 8^,P®ri°r to the imported grain. Farmers are 
as a means of its promotion, would ask the harve^wïï'd'.u'b-liïïïhïw
Government to take into consideration the a decided improvement in qu Jity and qpantitv 
advisability of granting a boons of $5 per too. The soli is admirably adapted for the best 
ton régi-ter to the builders of any sea-going. . ,
vessel of a tonnagenot less than 600 tons, doube-row recently mtrooured inTheWnh 
the said bonne to be paid on the vessels West apteae to be ihriving w. 11. 
being registered and classed.” demand, outs de the breseries, is limited,

A long discussion ensued, during which it thnea<iPe^!nJn25e b^8bVn’la8t week- fron> 
transpired that the Dominion Government There i. a good demand hn ' MiddFiogs°the 
already give a bonus of 7o cents per ton. chief source of supply being from the local 
An enterprising company had taken up ship- u!?.8?! h.BdIîJ>y'building and bonnsing, andnow wanted .he figB„^^^»P|ron1n’orunad‘*f?eida 
Uroviocial Government to bonus their work aeile well, at to <32.50 per ton. San Fran- 
to the tune of $5 per ton. If they cot this cifc,° hi the chief source of supply, but local 
they would in all probability ask the city in Euro? hope 8®eo to enter lut0 lh* coroP»- 
which they established their works for a Oatmeal Is supplied from the National Mills 
further bonus of $5. The council thought at $3.&l per KXHba., and at this figure it is in
lhrÆVery ST1 be?U8iD?' andk°ne tetêrn^^œ^uX evTyK 
member asked, amid laughter, to whom becoming more popular, and is in demand at 
the vessel would belong when built—if the from *3 to *3,25. per »ick. Pearl barley sells at 
company would require yet a further bonus pcrJ,b--and pHt peas at lc. less money, 
from the nautv taking her over Ths Vbhtibu Market has been butirom the pavey taking her over. scanidy supplied of la e, and good prices are

The secretary was directed to write the asked. In this particular, the Chinese appear 
Vancouver Board of Trade on what basis to enjoy almost a monopoly—and the conse- 
they advisedthis bonnsing scheme. 9 bS^o£ gned suaHty, is In demandai

The secretary, some time ago, wrote to last week's rates, but, it Is a somewhat.
the San Francisco Board of Trade with ref- commodity. ___ pt
erenee to the powers vested in the official wJESJffîZ Market is unchanged as to v

T, , . , , n . . , . . assignee in cases of bankruptcy. The fol- aa good ao <usu»iy ^TM-f ^'“due^to3 the
The course which the Opposition and their lowing reply was received: Ixce&uTd^^meîM y*?, and the"

organ are pursuing, with respect to the Slo- “Deab Shl:—Your favor of December consequent scarcity of bunch gress on the 
can Lake and other reserve's isnot calculated 29th duly received, and. owing to the illness ,™ppfy'offodde^3Su°^iTme'ithJew» 
to gain for them either the respect or the of theSecretary, an answerhas been delayed a good deal held over iron» the previous

, „ . .Vi until the present time. We apprehend that winter, bat meet of Its nutriment had be„n
confidence of sensible, fair-minded men. you have been misinformed as to the objecta dlÎPd^>,'t'
The motto of the Oppoaitioh, if it has a and method of procedure of our Board. quoud He^T^aî^ "ff th^^t Um.u
motto at all, is “ The land for the settler.” “We have no “official assignee.” Onr in- tne supply. .They all profess to be the uncompromising o^T/nlednraun *1^*1®'^iTmu Url StiÆ
enemies of the speculator and the land-grab- der it is analogous to the last federal Bank- wo^X0^s^thê
ber. They condemn a policy which favors rapt Law which we had. It contemplates a public mtrket a success, but what Is every- 
the speculator, and they reproach the Gov- JU8°‘Venftf, °,f hi8.Pr0' By^ Mrid^P^ wîfl “«Tba^n
ernment because the laws which it has ^ Xholds the sle/^hh ^rffiadbeLMe^Sreo.b,lt ^
caused to be enacted are not severe enough power to sell if the court so orders,) for the -----
on the man who buys land to seB it again to çpâceof a month, whenfcreditors meet and Flour—Portland, roller per brl........ ---,* 6.75
those who improve it and cultivate it. But «‘eoS an assignee, who, thereafter, collects flSPfck»: j i Zi*:!j jK Ki i*-—■■ «• »—-<u.. acssssass itbssn a
which they condemn as defective and not fio.l account is rendered, and distribution .............................. 40°°^”
sufficiently stringent, in force agiinst land- ordered among creditors whose claims have ^ ....................................
grabbers they are np in arms. They, one bewi duly proved. All claimants, wherever 

». ,v j ,i /s , » residing, are entitled to prove their de-after another, condemn the Government for mandl*btlti cüur,ej the insolvent Ait ha,
using the power with which the law in- no application outaiie of the State,.and 
vests it to prevent speculation in wilderness non-rendent creditors, who do not prove 
]aD(ja ' their claims, can still hold the same against

m,‘ j ... .lV . . . the debtor, notwithstanding his discharge
They do this without possessing any evi- jn iQ80lveucy, provided suit is brought be- 

denoe which is at all reliable to show that fore the staiute of limitations bare.the same, 
the Government has reserved the lands un- It frequently, occurs, however, that emhar- 
necessarily,'or with an improper motive. J^aevdie^bto‘8 maka bi“8 of aale to their 
It is evident from 4*e article in the Times, tribut ion
and the speeches oNihe members who find outside of the regular procedure at law, and 
fault with what the Government has done, i® fcimply an amicable arrangement between
that none of them, except, perhaps, Mr. debbor? and c,edll”re' A «impie transfer of 
T- , ,. . , assets te taken, and, thereafter, the trustee,Kellie, knows anything whatever about the aoting with the advice and consent of other
land that has been grabbed, or of the char- creditors, or a committee thereof, disposes 
acter and intentions of the grabbers. All of the property to the b-st advantage and

■""* SHrasttSïïTàJLîœ
.stnctly within its powers, has put a re- are frequently extended to him in consider- 
serve on certain lands, which, seme enter- ation of receiving these transfers, because 
prising speculators thought they had the expenses, coats, and fees attending pro- 
secured. No ids tance has been adduced of «««dings in court are avoided. No particu- 

. , .. , lar powers are given these trnsteep; in fact,
a single.bona fide settler being dsspoaeessed, though their title by bill <.f sale frequently 
or èven put to an inconvenience. The pro- reads absolute, yet, nevertheless, they are 
cess of reasoning by which they have ar- subject to all the general laws governing

T “ 8Si.‘22sS5K,lX,Se
can hardly be said, to be logical. It is ra&ult in cases where all the parties have 
something like this : The Government has canvassed the matter thoroughly, and have 
put upon the land round Siocan Lake, and a8re®d in advance as to how the insolvent

-—•t- *
Government is wrong; therefore, the Gov- merchants of this city for the -purpose of 
ernment’e intentions are bad.. • This may be taking join* action in the collection of debts 
very good reasoning when it is applied to other than in thd ordinary course of basi-
___ji . i „ ,, . , ness. Wherever the assets of a. commonprovmcal politics, but U would hardly be dehtor are. taken by attachment, or other
considered sound logic on any other topic, legal process, or a disposal of the assets is 
or in any other field of. enquiry. made to a. Board of Trade creditor, all mem-

What conclusion is the intelligent and 1,er« of this institution, who are creditors of 
. ,, | , ... t , . the same debtor, share in the recoveries,
impartial observer driven, to when he sees Any further information which, we can 
men adopting thi t peculiar logic or taking give y,,a upon the eabject we will beAhappy 
this singular course ?. Be must conclude to extend, Yours tru.y,
that the men who condemn the Government Kras.„ .. ., . . , .. The auhiect was discuseedi at leng'h andfor aoting on the principles they profess to the following resolution arrived at-^ “That 
hold are eitbes insincere or that they hiVe a petition similar to the one, previously pre- 
something to-gain by condemning the Gov- sented be prepared and sent forward to the 
ernment for doing what they have aU along Dominion House of Commons, praying for 

, , _ 7. . j Vpa . . X the enactment of a bankruptcy law or some
contended it ought to do. This is the di- obhor suitable measure fee dealing more, 
lemma in which all who- are opposed to land1 satisfactorily with insolvent estates.” 
grabbing place themselves when they con- Mr. Renouf, of the Building Subscription 
demn what the Government has done in ®t?”raittee> reported that the work was.

. — . T... . .going on satisfactorily. The committee
West Kootenay. It is impossible for them till meet next Wednesday and submit a 
to get out et it unless they escape by deelar- j very encouraging report, 
ing that they are acting on the principle? Charles S. Atkinson wrote from Santa 
that it is, right to. oppose the Government California, asking for information, „ . -rv~~ as to available public lands in British
under alt circumstances, whether it is right Columbia, and also as to the earnings and 
or whether it is wrong. prospects of placer miners. The coaimuni-

We must say that we are astonished to cation was referred to the propar authority.

Would it not be more prudent, as well as
move consistent with principle, for them‘to ^ Secretan/. *"*>* •/
say to the politicians who ask them to at
tack the Government for reserving lands 
from sale: “ No, we will not. On the face 
of it the Government has done right. We 
will wait to see whether it has really com
mitted any injustice to actual settlers. If 
it has only disappointed land-grabbers and 
speculative schemers, we will he obliged to 
book it up in what it has done. It would 
be against onr principles to do otherwise.**

AU must see that the fountain of justice 
and everything connected with, its admin
istration must be kept pure. Foulness in 
any part of it leads to evils that in eivffized 
society are idtolerable. The magistrate 
who administers justice shoald not only 
have clean hands, but be sliouldf be aa far 
as possible removed from all temptation to 
swerve from the path of strict rectitude. 
As the love of money is said to be thé root 
of all evil, there certainly should be no 
conflict between “pecuniary interest and 
official duty.” In conformity with this 
principle we infer that Mr, Justice Crease 
is of opinion that the Police Magistrate of 
a city should not be allowed to have any 
professional connection with criminal cases. 
This would, of course, make it necessary 
for the city to compensate the Police 
Magistrate for the lose of such practice, by 
paying him a much higher salary than is 
now given to that official. But as the. 
principle is a good one, the corporation 
should not object to incurring a little extra 
expense in carrying it out.

But it must not be thought that the 
learned Commissioner found that Mr. 
Belyea neglected his official duty to 
advance his pecuniary interest. He does 
not as much as hint that this 
has been the case. He " is of opinion 
that tile police magistrate committed “ an 
error of judgment in more respects than 
one," and that he cannot acquit him of 
“ great indelicacy.” We should like to 
know what magistrate there is, from the 
highest to the lowest, who does not at 
times commit what many people look upon 
as “errors of judgment/’ and who isnot 
at times condemned for having acted 
“ with great indelicacy ?” People’s 
judgments differ very greatly as to 
what is sound in judgment and in
delicate in conduct. What one man 
pronounces as a wise decision, his neigh
bor may declare to, be utter foolishness ; 
and a course which A. maÿ describe as 
altogether proper arid in good form, B. may 
denounce as wholly improper and indelicate. 
If these conclusions were the only result of 
the enquiry, many people, no doubt, would 
consider that it was labor wasted, but, as 
we have shown, it.has been productive of 
another arid far more important result.

THE SCHOOL DIFFICULTY.

The Opposition, yesterday, seemed deter
mined to kill the motion to appoint a com
mittee to enquire into the Victoria High 
School difficulty. In the first place the 
gentlemen moved on the Committee were, 
with the exception of Colonel Baker and 
Mr. Booth, all unfriendly to the Govern
ment. This of itself shows that Mr. 
Kit chen and those who were at his back did 
not mean business. If they intended that 
there should be an enquiry they would 
have moved a committee that would 
have, at least, the appearance of 
fairness.
pected of a committee to enquire into any 
matter connected with the administration 
of the Department of Education, composed 
of Messrs. Mackenzie, Cotton, Kitchen, 
Baker and Booth ? When the Leader of the 
Government proposed in amendment that 
Messrs. Baker, Hall, Croft, Brown and 
Milne form the Committee, the Opposition 
refused to Accept them, and, although they 
knew that if the original motion was put and 
lost the subject ceatd not be revived 
during the present session, they allowed it 
to go to a division and the Government was 
sustained. We will, of course, hear a loud 
outcry from the Opposition that the Gov
ernment burked enquiry into school matters. 
But the contrary is the ease, for if the Op- 
poeition were disposed1 to- do the fair thing 
and to pursue the course usual in such mat
ters, it could, have had its inquiry. The 
Government Wanted nothing better than to 
have the whole subject fully and fairly in
vestigated.

The Council of the B. C. Board of Trade were

REDIS TRllfUTION.

We are a little surprise! to hear some of 
the Mainland members demanding an im
mediate redistribution of seats in the 
Legislative Assembly, on the basis of popu
lation. At the census is not yet complete, 
this cannot possibly be done at present. 
Even a beginning cannot be made until the 
Legislature is in possession of all the 
sary data. If this were a mere factions de
mand, made by an obstructionist opposition, 
it would not surprise us, for the members 
•f such an opposition are always ready to 
take up any-ery, which they imagine will be 
for the momentpopular. 
is being made by members who have 
hitherto not been factions, and who have 
not reaorted to obstructionist tactics. Surely 
these gentlemen have not sufficiently con
sidered the nature of the change which 
they are urging the Goverriment to begin 
in such hot haste. A measure of recon
struction is one of great importance 
and great difficulty, and those 
upon whom the work of drawing it 
up devolves, mu-t have at their 
command all the information that can be 
procured. And even with that information 

•the most careful deliberation is absolutely 
necessary. *■

It is of the utmost importance that the 
work should not be done in a slovenly 
manner, that it should be a just and im
partial redistribution, and not a mere gerry
mander in which the interests of party are 
alone considered. This being the case, 
haste shcfald be deprecated by every friend 
of the country and every lover of fair play. 
The old saying that things which are done 
in a hurry are never done well, is a very 
true one, and it applies with peculiar force 
to the re-arrangement of the representation 
of the province. Those, therefore, who de
sire to see it done well and impartially will 
not attempt to goad the Government into 
commencing it before it has had time to 
consider all the circumstances and condi
tions which it involves.

Some of the members in their haste, and 
evidently without taking care to inform 
themselves as to the accuracy of what they 
say, reproich the Hon. John Robson with 
having broken the promises which he 
made his constituents previous to the 
last general election, because the Gov
ernment has not promised in the Gov
ernor’s speech to bring down a redistribu
tion measure during the present session. 
Fortunately Mr. Robson has pat himself on 
record in this matter. In his election ad
dress, which was circulated not only iri the 
district of New Westminster but aU over 
the province, he said:

“ It may reasonably be expected that I 
should refer to a subject that seems to bo 
agitating the public mind in this part of the 
province—the subject ef representation. 
The reasons and circumstances which led 
me to give reluctant assent to a temporary 
measure which I freely admit is unsatisfac
tory and does not meet the reasonable ex
pectations of this part of the province, must 
already be sufficiently familiar to you. I 
shall, therefore, content myself with stating 
that, should the remit qf cemusdaking next 
year show such a preponderance of popula- 
ticnon the Mainland, as I feel confident it 
wilt, myself and colleagues stand pledged to 

' obtain such further legislation as shall bring 
representation more into conformity with pop
ulation."

This is the pledge, and we have no doubt 
whatever that Mr. Robson is prepared to 
carry it out to the letter. But those who 
read it at all carefully, must see that the 
gentlemen who are accusing hint for having 
already violated it, are, whether knowingly 
or unknowingly, most unjust, and, we may 
add, most unreasonable. No one knows 
now what the “preponderanceof population 
on the Mainland ” is. 
cannot, in justice or in reason, be asked to 
prepare a redistribution measure, until that 
is known.

It is not to be supposed that a man of the 
Hon. John Robson’s ability and intelligence 
has not made redistribution the subject of 
careful thought. He and his colleagues 
have, no doubt, given it each consideration 
as the information within their reach per
mitted, and in doing that they have, in a 
sense, prepared themselves to give their at
tention to the framing of a measure when 
the proper time arrives. This, considering the 
heavy responsibility that rests upon them is 
all that could be expected of them. If they 
had pursued the course which some of the 
members blamed them for not taking, they 
would, and moat deservedly, have laid 
themselves open to the charge of acting in a 
matter of very great importance and diffi
culty with unwise and most imprudent 
haste.

j

; neces-
But what could .be ex-

BPURCEON.::

Another great man has passed away. Aa 
very little had been heard, lately, of the 
illness of the Rev’d Mr. Spurgeon, it was 
supposed that he was recovering from his 
illness, end that he would soon occupy his 
old place in the pulpit of the Tabernacle. 
But it was not to be. His labors were over. 
He had fough't the good fight, and he has 
been called to his rest.

Mr. Spurgeon was one of the giants of onr 
dey. He had the gift of eloquent speech. 
But that was not his only endowment. He 
had a large heart and a liberal mind. He 
loved his countrymen and was never wearied 
in working for them, and trying to do them 
good. When he commenced hie career it 
Was predicted by many non conformists, as 
well as churchmen, that he would soon " 
ont of fashion. They said that he was a kind 
of clerical mountebank, who as long as he 
made a sensation, cared very littie what 
means he took to produce the effect. But 
that judgment of the young preacher soon 
proved to be both shallow and unjust. The 
common people continued to hear him gladly 
•—and not only the common people: His 
éarnest and vigorous Anglo-Saxon eloq 
attracted and charmed men and women of 
culture and refinement, who went to hear 
him if, for nothing else, than for intellectual 
stimulation and enjoyment. But Spurgeon 
was very far from being mere sounding brass 
or tinkling cymbal. He preached the truths 
of Christianity as they had seldom- been 
preached before, even in Engl*gijL ; Thou
sands upon thousands were edified 
end confirmed in the faith by the words 
that he uttered- The number who could 
rise up and call him blessed, now that he is 
gone, would be hard to count. Though a 
nonconformist of the nonconformists, 
though fearless and persistent in teaching 
the doctrines o|.lha denomination to which 
he belonged, this great Baptist preacher did 

to win respect for nonconformity 
than any man of his day and generation. 
Men of the Established Church recognized 
in him an earnest and gifted Christian who 
devoted his life end his talents to promoting 
the good, spiritual and temporal, of his 
fellowmen. The goodness and the greatness 
and the usefulness of Spurgeon were, long 
before he died, appreciated and recognized 
by men of all creeds, classes and conditions. 
He was the ornament, as well as the
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The learned Commissioner could only deal 
with the matter that came before him, and 
every one who possesses the least discern
ment can see on what slight grounds the 
charge against Mr. Belyea was based. The 
case which the Police Magistrate was called 
upon to consider was one of “alleged abduc
tion.” It is very evident that before an 
abduction can be committed, there must be 
an abductor. Now, we really believe that 
it would puzzle the proverbial Philadelphia 
lawyer to find an abductor in this case. In 
the story which Miy told the Police Magis
trate, we, although we have searched for 
the villain cloaely, fail to find him; and he did 
not materialize, as for as we can make out, in 
any of the subséquent proceedings. The 
Attorney-General, it appears, discovered 
the miscreant, hat, singular to relate, he 
let him slip through his fingers. His prose
cution of the offender ended in that lamest 
and most impotent of all conclusions, a not. 
pros. The reason he gives for not following 
up the abductor, wbeq, as he al'eges, he 
was sure of a conviction, was that he would 
not permit the girl to he cross-examined 
in Court He certainly cannot be said to be 
wanting in delicacy. He refused to prose
cute the man whom he believed to be guilty 
of the ab!action of wt girl so yoang and so 
innocent that she would be irreparably in
jured bj being examined in Çourt, where she 
would be under the protection of a vene
rable judge, yet he caused a commission to 
be issued to enquire into the conduct of Mr. 
Belyea, who at the very worst committed 
an error of judgment and an indelicacy. It 
may be added that the Belyea enquiry 
caused the young girl, for whose feelings the 
Attorney-General had such consideration, to 
he greatly more talked about than if the 
had undergone half a dozen examinations in 
open court.
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FETER AN STATESMEN.

The vigor and vitality wtiich public 
i* Great Britain possess are really wonder
ful A politician in the Old Country does 

-*ot often accomplish much while he is under 
fifty, but the amount of work that many of 
them do after that age is truly wonderful. 
We hear a great deal about Mr. Gladstone’s 

-energy and activity, phyaioal and intellec
tual, long after he has passed the allotted 
span of three score andt ten. But the Leader 
ef the Liberal party is not by any 
the only “grand old man ” to be found in 
the British Islands. The January number 

■of the Nineteenth Century contains an 
■article on “ Protection—Free Trade—Fair 
‘Trade—Colonial Trade ” by a man who waa 
a member ofcthe British Parliament in 1843, 
and who took an active part in the agita
tion which ended in the repeal of the Com 
Laws and the establishment of free trade in 
Great Britain. The article is vigorously 
written, and shows that its author takes a 
lively interest in the questions of the day. 
There is no sign in it of the feebleness or the 
•querulousness of extreme old age. On the 
-contrary, there are indications of intellec
tual alertness and keenness in almost every 
sentence, and the nonogenarian states
man treats with philosophical calm
ness and equanimity
in discussing which younger men are apt to 
lose their temper. The verierable essayist 
is the Right Hon. Earl Grey.

Hit lordship was a free trader of the 
Cobden school His faith in the free trade 
system, not for Great Britain alone, bat for 
every country of the civilized world, is as 
Strong to-day as it was in 1846. He be
lieves in free trade for England, no matter 
what policy other conn tries pursue. 
Britain’s mat ket should, be .open to every 
country that has anything to sell which her 
inhabitants wan*. If other countries close 
their markets to Britain’s products that, in 
Bari Grey’s opinion, should have no effect 
upon her. She should not alter her tariff in 
the slightest in the way of retaliation. If 
their policy is narrow and illiberal, so much 
the worse for it em. He believes that the 
only mistake tha* Great Britain has made 
in her trade poll y since 1846 was in 
making a partial reciprocity treaty with 
France} in" 1860. That treaty, although 
made by Mr. £obden himself, was, he de-
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strength, of the denomination to which he 
belonged. He promoted its interests in 
many ways, and, now that he has been 
called away, he will be sadly missed and 
sincerely mourned.
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THE MOUNTAIN RAILWAY.

Mr. H. P. Bell’s interesting and instruc
tive letter on the Abt Rack Railway, pub
lished in our Sunday’s issue, deserves the 
serions attention of every one in the pro
vince who is desirous of aiding in its 
advancement. What British Columbia

means

means
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!lgwants more than anything is better 
of intercommunication, And that is precisely 
what, from the nature of the country, is 
most difficult to obtain. Making roads on 
the prairie ia an easy matter. If any part 
of such a country is richer than another it 
can readily be reached, and at a compara
tively ernati expense. But it is very differ
ent in a mountainous region. In such a 
country, large areas, over which nature has 
distributed her gifts with a lavish hand, 
may remain for ages undeveloped because 
they are bo difficult of access. The diffi- 

a subject onlty °f transport is so great as to over- 
balance all natural advantages. To such a 
country, a cheap system of railway con
struction is ’ a boon of inestimable value. 
What is wanted is not easy transport or 
rapid transport or pleasant travelling, bnt 
some kind of transport which will be within 
the means of the people, and which, at the 
same time, will be effective.
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8.FURTHER PROOF.
m

We wonder if Mr. Sword was present at 
the famous interview between the members

6
S.

of the Government and a deputation from 
New Westminster, which took place in 
April, 1890, just before the Legislative As
sembly was dissolved. At thkt interview 
the Premier was subjected to a most search
ing heckling at the hands of Mr. Brown 
and other gentlemen from Westminster. 
Redistribution was one of the subjects— 
indeed, the principal one—on which ’ Mr. 
Robson was catechised. One of the members 
of the deputation, wishing to find out what 
his intentions were with regard to that 
matter, and, no doubt, hoping to get from 
him some promise, or other expression which 
might be useful at the coming election, asked 
him this question :

“Is it the intention of the Government, 
when the census is taken, to re-distribute 
the seats then, or to wait for four years ?”

To this direct and definite question, Mr. 
Robson gave an answer as direct and de
finite :

“There is no intention to wait for four 
years. As to the first part of the question, 

the vessel I it will depend upon the result of the
If that does not justify any fur-

Along thx Water Front, Feb. 3.
The boiler for the new steamer. lately 

built on Steven’s ways, was placed ia position 
to-day, and it is expected that the steamer 
will be able to run by the last ot this month.

Steamer R. P. Ritbet, which has been 
laid »n.......ip at Spratt’a wharf for the winter 

, has been got ready to assist in keep
ing np steam for the pumps to be used in 
raising the San Pedro.

The rep .ire on the steamer Yoeemite’s 
machinery are about completed, aud she will 
be running on her old route in a few days 

The remaining coal in the hull of the old 
steamer Pilot waa taken ont to-day and put 
in the tug Lome, which will be need in con
nection With the raising of the San Pedrix 

The rumor is onrrent, though its source 
cannot be discovered, that the sealer Mag
gie Mao has already over 300 skins.

Steamer Mystery lies at Spralta* wharf 
awaiting orders.

Schooner Ariel will be hauled on the Star 
ways, before leaving on her sealing cruise, 
for repairs. ,

The bark Glenbervie, which is now dis- 
charging her cargo at R. P. Rithet’s inner 
wharf, has not as yet been chartered for a 
return cargo. ■

This-want, it appears, is what the Abt 
Rack System supplies. It is specially de
vised to go through a mountainous country 
in which an ordinary railroad could not he 
constructed except at an enormous ex
pense. If the Abt Railway can be built at 
one-third the expense of a common railroad, 
many plaoea in the province, which are now 
considered inaccessible, can be opened np. 
The community or the province which could 
not raise eix millions to construct a road, no 
matter how necessary it might be otf what 
benefits could be derived from it, might, 
with very little exertion, be able to raise 
two millions. J ust imagine the change it 
would make in Cariboo and in other parts

"
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Five to One.
r\K <R SIRS,—Last winter I had five lagre 
U bails on my neck and was advised to us. 
B B B. Before I hod finished the first boule I 
was completely we I and think U. B. B. cannot 
be excelled as a blood purifier.

John Wood, Round Plains, Ont.

Dear Sib,—I observed when crossing the 
Atlantic, last summer, that on the library 
tables of the best steamers there were works 
of reference in relation to trade and com
merce, and also publications relating to 
various oities in America and Canada. 
These seemed tn be of very eonsiderable in
terest to travellers.

It has occurred to me that if the Board of 
Trade has not already sent off copies of 
Illustrated Victoria to these steamers it 
would be à good plan ta «and two or three

Ml!
Tli Nanaimo, Feb 2.- 
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poptoons which have been built at 
the outer wharf are now about ready for ser
vice, all bat ten having been launched. At 
present the machinery for raising 
is being put in working condition. taking. X
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