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JAPS LOSE FOUR VESSELS;
BUT COME BACK UNDAUNTED

Four Merchantmen With Which They Intended to Block
Channel Were Destroyed---A Second Attempt Repulsed.

BOMBARDMENT OF PORT ARTHUR NOW GOING ON ?

Battleship Retvizan, Supposed to Have Bcen Disabled, Beats Oif
the Entire Japanese Tcrpedo F.eet—Fight Rzged fcr
Four Hours, Fortresses Within Harbor Assisting.

9

St. Petersburg, Feb. 25 — 6 p.m.
Rumors are in circulation here
ternocon to the effect that
ment of Port Arthur is now

Major-General Pflug (the chief of
staff of Viceroy Alexieff) telegraphs as
follows under

in Tiger Bay, that along the shore an-
this af- | other Japanese ship was burned, and
senibard. | lhd['.l fugrth lies wrecked on the shore
7 outside Tiger Bay. It is believed that
g0ing on.. these wrecks are not warships; but,
| hulks, designed to be sunk at the en- |
trance of the harbor. The wrecks are
ol Bite: said to be at considerable (listances
s from the harbor entrance, which re-
again attacked Port Ar-|mains open.
to 3 and was every- | This report gives no information vun-'
| cerning the Japanese fleet which is|
said to have supported the operations
against Port Arthur.
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Made Desperate Attempt
Boule Up the Russizans.

Japs U'z RETVIZAN FOUGHT WELL,

Work of Russizan
lepulse Was

Feb.

To Gallant

Eattle-
At about 1|

Port Arthur, Feb.
o’clock yesterday nmrnmg the Japan- |
ese made a desperate attemnt to block %
the entrance I the inner harbor and | .‘\t' Petersburg,
dock. With this object four merchant | No fk.llthm.(“‘“”l"’ NG
steamers, ac( ll{]l}l.ll!if"] };}' '\ln[‘}"‘«lU | )l‘..lll'lllllg of the
were sent from two sides to- | ©f the Japanese to bottle up the Rus-
the nce of tae v'.xny‘,.i.'j"”A‘}-i"‘if fleet at Port Arthur by sinking |
movement was perceived by big merchantmen at the mouth of tie|
vizan, which was lying in harbor. The brief details contained in |
and which“opencd fre T the official dispatches indicate that tnc |
the time the cu coup was planned, according to the
the Tiger Peninsu ciden usual Japanese tactics, to take pluce:
and Electri Cliff were turned during the night, and that it was des-
the enemy, and a furious canno perately pushed and backed by eight
ensued, lasting until in the morning. | torpedo boats, which continued fight-
Then fire slackened and became desul. | ing until daylight, but, that it failed,
tory. The Japanese failed to ef completely.
fect their burpos four :amer Great praise is given
were sunk. Ti fo battieship, Retvizan,
lowing positions: the harbor entrance for her
One behind Golder work in beating off the enemy. Heci
Retvizan, part in the action shows that the 1e-
the chann ports of the injuries which she is saia
Peninsula. to have sustained in the attack of Feb.
Two 8 were grossly exaggerated.
The The official dispatches do not
sued clear the exact number

ship Due.
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TORPEDO BOATS SAFE.

London, Feb. 25. 6:
British foreign office h: received an
official dispatch saying that not one
of the Japanese torpedo boats was in-
jured in the attack on Port Arthur on
Wednesday, Feb, 24.
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makes
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break

torpedo

BAIKAL |

a big in trans-Siberian Railroad.

in for the purpose of blocking the
throat of the harbor or whether the
four vessels destroyed were beached
by the fire from the shore.

Consequently all the unknown ad-!
ditional details are expected from Vice-
roy Alexieff in the course of the day.
As he is at Mukden the report of tae
commander at Port Arthur first goes|
to him, and thence is forwarded to,

light floating torpedoes were seen in
| the roadstead causes anxiety.

According to the latest advices the|
Japanese fleet yesterday was still vi:-i-‘
ble on the horizon. \

The news of the Japanese repulse|
was received here with great rejoicing
| and was looked upon as partially wip

ing out the score against the enemy.

The official bulletins were given out |

too late for editorial comment, but the |
news of success o” the Russian arms:
was prominent!; displayed. Not cne of |
! the newspapers here has yet received |
special dispatches giving news of the|
Japanese repulse, 1
ALEXIEFF (CONGRATULATED.

St. Petersburg, Feb. 25! — The Czar
has telegraphed warm congratulations
to Viceroy Alexieff and the entire Rus-
sian squadron at Port Arthur on the;
able manner in which they repulsed |
the latest attack of the Japanese. |

LONDON’S ACCOUNT.

London, Thursday, Feb. 25.—A dis-
patch to Reuter’s Telegram Company,
from St. Petersburg, sent at 11 o'clock
last night, savs that on Feb. 23, the
Japanese attempted to send four

Balfour Back at Business;
Has a Talk With M. Cambon
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Jap Loss Consisted of Six Decrepit

Transporis,

ox

9.

Feb. Additional details
of the Japanese attempt to close the
entrance of the harbor of Port Arthur
have been received from most author-
itative quarters. These say that the
Japanese sent over six old transport
hulks, convoyed by torpedo boats, to
Port Arthur with the evident purpose
of sinking the hulks at the entrance
of the harbor. The battleship Retviz-
an discovered their approach and her
ire on them was strongly seconded by
that of the shore battery north of Port
Arthur. The report adds that (wo
J'Lp'tnme ships were wrecked and lic
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ADMIRAL YAMAMOTO,

Minister of Marine — Promoter
Japan’s Naval Expansion.

of

steamers filled with explosives among
the Russian fleet in Port Arthur har-
These’ fireships did no damage,
and were themselves destroyed, two be-
ing sunk and two going ashore. Two
Japanese boats escorting the fire-
ships were destroyed by Russian
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ALEXIEFF’S REPORT.

of the Repulse to
Japanese,

Cfficial Acecount

the

St, Petersburg, Thursday, Feb. 25—
2:45 am. — A telegram from Viceroy
Alexieff to the Czar says: “At a quar-
ter before 3 in the morning of
Feb, 23, numerous torpedo bhoats at-

tempted to attack the battleship Ret-
zivan and sink large steamers loaded
vith inflammables. The Retzivan was
the first to observe the torpedo boats,
nd opened a strong fire on them. She
was supported by the land batteries.
She destroved two steamers near the
entrance of the harbor. They were
coming directly towards her. One of
them went on the rocks near the
lighthouse on Tiger Peninsula, and
tiae other sank upon Golden Hill. The
Retzivan observed four steamers in a
sinking wcondition and eight torpedo
boats departing slowly to rejoin the
waiting Japanese warships. A por-|
tion of the crews of the Japanese ves- |
sels was drowned. The
steamer is still burning.
is observed in the offing of Port Ar-|
in two lines, The Japanese crews
themselves in boats, and it is |
possible that some of them were pick-
ed up by tae enemy’'s torpedo boats. |
I am proceeding to examine the |
coasts. The entrand of the harbor is
open. I attribute the complete de-
rangement of the enemy’s plan.to the
brilliant action and destructive fire
of the Retvizan. Flcating mines are
still visible in the roadstead. 1 have
recalied the three cruisers sent in pur-
suit of the enemy in order. in {ne
first place, to clear the roadstead of
floating mines. We had no losses.”

The crowds at the admiralty
newspaper and telegrapnh agency
fices increased dur the night and
the excitement attained the fever-
point when it is known that the
Emperor had received a telegram giv-
ing more details and showing the Rus-
sian victory was even greater than at
first reported. When the report was
distributed at the admiralty at 2:30
o’clock this morning, a rush was
made for the exits, and the assembled
ed wildly and repeatedly.
showed no inclination to
‘hcping that further 1iews
received showing the ex-
tent of Russian victory.

It must be observed that
dispatech Viceroy Alexieff
the number of
which the Japanese tried to
drive upon the Russian ‘
it is not yet known ‘
vessels, the captain !
observed going down, in ad'di-l

the two destroyed, were alsoi
laden with inflammables or whether |
they were warships.

Viceroy Alexieff’'s dispatch was
amplification of a briefer telegram re
ceived by the Emperor, earlier, but
not given out. Later it
was said that Russia had sustained |
no losses in the engagement. |

It is evident that Vice-Admiral |
Stark no longer commands the Rus—|
i

grounded !
The enemy
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ships, and
whether the
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van,

in

isan Port Arthur naval forces, Vice-
roy Alexieff mentioning a temporaryi

of the fleet without giving |
any name.

Stories to the effect that the Japan-
ese designed an attempt at landing
in Pigeon Bay, at the same time an |
engagement occuned are not men- !
tioned in the disvatches, but it is
assumed these are without founda- |
tion.

HAS TOGO SUCCEEDED ?

Away From Port Arthur
His 'Entire Fleet.
e AT

London, Thursday, Feb. 25.—Viceroy
dispatch to the Czar con-
cerning the last Port Arthur affair
confirms the oplmon that Admiral Togo
made a daring attempt to bottle up |
Port Arthur, and!
Alexieff asserts that
the harbor of Port!
is still free, the fact that Ad-:
miral Togo’s fleet, minus the vessels |
injured in the courageous exploit, was|
seen steaming at full speed in a |
course from Wei Hei
is interpreted as an indication of
Japanese admiral's satisfaction !
accomplishment of his de-|
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Early Settlement of All Matters
of Dispute Between Britain
and France Expected.
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AGAINST THE OPEN

Windsor, Ont.,
sor Bricklayers’
and the Sheet Metal
{at a meeting last
mbassader | stand against the
1:\.“{ tion.

- ‘]-
between

»
>

ar

to
)

26. remier
had sufficiently recovered his h
come from Brighton to this city todaj
to preside at a cabinet meeting. Priom
to the meeting the French ambassador. |
M. Cambon, called at the foreign ofic
and had an hour’s talk with Foreign
Secretary. Lansdowne. The
returned here from Paris
and, apart from an exchance of vi
in recard to the most recent develop-
ments of the war, on which subjiect the
two cabinets are keeping in the closest
touch with each other, there is good

reason to believe that a settlement of
all matters in dispute betwen France
and Great Britain is on the eve of be-

I
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London, Feb. — P four

SHOP.

The Wind-
Masons’ Union
Workers” Union
night decided to
open shop preposi-

Feb. 25. —
" and
e

it o
nig.a

WS

SUING THE
Windsor, Ont., Feb. 25—Frank Welsh,
of Sandwich West, has begun action
for damages against the M. C. R., the
result of injuries sustained by being
| struck by a M. C. R. express at Maid- !
stone on the night of Oct. 18 last. Welsh
was disab%d so badly that for a long !
time it was thought that he would die.

M. C. R.

| be difficult for the R

lof Admiral

i left

1t is pointed out here that it would
ussians at night
to ascertain just what had ha“'\enedi
to Japanese vessels. As two injured |
vessels were observed steaming slowly |
away from Port Arthur, and as the
Japanese fleet was going at full speed
off Wei Hei Wei, it is presumed that
the two injured vessels might ’mn'ei
gone >1w\\nwe to repair.

Another explanation of Lom')letenoss
Togo's squadron, as seen
Wei, is that he possibly
vessels at watch off Port

off Wei Hei
some
Arthur.

The reports that the Japanese bat-
tleships or transports were sunk are
taken here with some allowance.
WAR NOTES.

The war office tells the Associated
Press that there is no truth whatever
in the rumor published yesterday by
the Manchester Dispatch that the first
(British) army corps had been ordered
to hold itself in readiness to depart for
India within a few days.

Russian videttes ad\'anced south ot
Inju Korea, have cut the telegraph |

vires between Anju and Ping Yang.

Yi Yong 1k, who was formerly miq-'

| went on board in court dress.

i
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{ THE WAR SITUATION.

| threat to attack they can

| drawn,

! was offered in the Legislaturt_ to prevent

i allowed to ride.

| from New
| steamer Oceanic,

| Quebec.

1 44; Kamloops, 10—30; Cal

iFather Pohit....

| tricts,

ister of war and practically the dicta-
tor of Korea, and considered a friend
of Russia, was taken by the Japanese {

'when they entered Chemulpo, and on |

the same night put on board of a war- "
chip which took  him to Japan. He i

A substaniial Russian victory
is at last recorded. Japan
fails completely in an attempt
to block the entrance to Port
Arthur harbor with four mer-
chantmen, all of which were
desiroyed by the Russian guns,
the battleship Retvizan, suppos-
ed to have been disabled, doing
effective work. Appnreﬁtly no
Jap warships were injured, o8
Admiral Tego was scen pro-
ceeding. One dispatch says the
Japs returned to the attack
and were again repulsed, and
that Port Arthur was bheing
bombharded. Russia is greatly
chcered by this setback to the
cnemy. Manchurians are said
to be rising against the Rus-
sians, and are well supplied
with money 2nd ammunition.
Five thousand Russian troops
have Dbeen dispatched te the
center of the conspiracy. Noth-
ing is known definitely of the
operations in Korea, bhut has
been repeatedly stated that the
Russians are well south of the
Yalu. Russia’s protest to the
powers against a Japanese pro-
tectorate of Korea is causing
much speculation in the var-
ious capitals 2s to the outcome
of the situation. Chinese and
Russian troops have had a2 clash
in northern China, and further
trouble is feared.
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THE COLOMBIANS
HAVE VOWED WAR

l
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'Will Advance On Panama Now |

That the Canal Treaty Has
Been Ratiiied.

{

or

0.

New York, Feb. — A cable from |
Panama to the Herald says ratifica-
tion of the Panama Canal treaty re-
sulted in the immediate recall of the
United States warships and about half
of the marines froyg, the isthmus. De-
spite Colombia’s international disturb-
ances, letters just received from there
declare that the Colombians are roady |
to fight as soon as the news arrives |
that the treaty has been ratified. One |
general in Cartagena is quoted as say-
ing that if the Government does 1ot
declare war the troops on the border
will invade Panama anyhow.

The last information from the coast
is that another regiment of soldiers
has been sent from. Cartagena to the
frontier.

If the Colombians

|
|
|
i
|
|
!
|

out the

not reach
the railroad section as fast as vessels
can be sent from any part of the Unit-
ed States after news of the advance
arrives.

BILL AGAINST NEGROES

carry

Measure in Virginin. to Prevent Rid-
ing in Pullman Cars.

Richmond, Va., Feb. 24 —Carefully
so as not to conflict with the
constitution of the United States, a bill |

regroes from riding in Pullman sleepers,
diners and chair cars.

The bill gives conductors of Pullman |
and other transportation companieg full
Power to exclude any and all passengers
who, in their judement. should not be |

Tiie expectation is that |
the only ones so ex- |

negroes will
cluded.

It is said that there has been consider-
able complaint that the wealthier negroes
patronize the Pullman cars very exten-
sively.

be

—
SORTING DURING VOYAGE.

London, Feb. 25. — Postoffice officiais
York are on board the
which left Queens-
town today for New York, inaugur-
ating a new arrangement for British
mail steamers, the sorting of letters
during a voyage.

WEATHER BULLETIN

TOMORROW~-FAIR AND COLD.

Toronto, Feb, 24—8 p.m.
Extremely cold weather continues in
Manitoba and the Northwest Territories,
and it is moderately ¢dld in Ontario and
Light snowfalls have occurred
today in Ontario and the Maritime Prov- |
inces, while in other districts the wea- '

ther has been for the most part fair.
Minimum and maximum temperatures:
Dawson, 30 below—20 below; Victoria, 36— |
gary, l’beluw—k I
2 below: W mmpeg
Pmt Arthur, 6 below—
2; Parry Sound, 2—12; Toronto, 14—22; Ot-
tawa, 4—18; Montreal, 2—14; Quebec, 6—12;
Halifax,

Qu Appelle, 20 below
“6 below—6 bP]x)VV'

Tz—ub ]
FORECASTS. |

Thursday, Feb. 25-8 a.m.
Today—Strong northwesterly winds;
fair and cold; temperatures, zero or be-
low tonight. |
Friday —Fair and cold, i
TEMPERATURES, ;
Weather. |
I

Min.
- Clear
—26 Cloudy !
— 8 Clear
0 Clear
2 Fair
2 Snow
Snow
Snow

Stations:

Calgary

Winnipeg

Parry Sound.... —
Toronto

Ottawa

Montreal

Quebec

8
— 4
WEATHER NOTES.

The Northwest high area and its ac-
companying cold wave have increased in
energy since yesterday, and extended
eastward over the great lakes. The
weather continues very cold in all dis-
with no indication of much
change.

The highest and lowest readings of the
thermometer at the local observatory for
were: Highest: 26° above; lowest, 10.5° !

lthe 24 hours ended 8 p.m., Wednesday,

above.

| turn

| dominance in

' Moracewaski are in Nome

FIELD-MARSHAL YAMAGATA,
Chief of the general staff of the army.

BlG FIRE AT CONNEAUT

Business Portion of the Town
tically Wiped Owut.

Prac-

Conneaut Harbor, Ohio, Feb. 25.
Fire today practically wiped out the
business portion of Conneaut Harbor,
Among the buildings burned were the
Mutual block and the Marine 3ank!
building, with their contents including !
the Marine Bank, the postoffice
several stores. Loss estimated at $i00,-
000, partially covered by insurance.

—_——— >

CHEERS FOR BALFOUR

Warmly Welcomed Upon His Return
to House of (Commons.

London, Feb. 25. — Premier Balfour
on his first appearance today in the
House of Commons since his illness,
was greeted with warm cheers. Reply-
ing to a question he confirmed the
statement made in these dispatches
Feb. 206, that there was no truth in the

i reports that Great Britain intended to

seize certain points on the Spanish
coast in the event of a continental war.
He said:

“I am
between

glad to say that the relations
this country and Spain are
and are likely to remain of a most
friendly character.”

The Premier added that there ap-
peared to be no truth in the rumor that
Spain was mobilizing her forces, al-
though she was strengthening some of
her garrisons.

.n.d1

MANCHURIANS ARE RISING
AGAINST THE RUSSIANS

Ten Thousand Enrolled and the Movement Is Rapidly
Spreading==-Preparing to Cut 0ff Small Troops.

THEY HAVE PLENTY OF AMMUNITION AND MONEY

Believed at Paris That the Powers Will Support Russia’s View
of the Invalidity of Japan’s Proteciorate of Kerca—
Seize Big Consignment of Beef for Russians.

===

o

New York, Feb. — According to Washington to the Herald
a cable from Che Foo to the World, FJ“P”l“_ treaty with 1\101‘9*1-'
R & much anxiety to see r

Manchuria is rising against the Rus- | Oh alFlely t0 sec S
sians. Five thousand troops have been
moved from Mukden to Sunnintung,
because in the villages along the west
side of Liao Tung Peninsula the natives
are making active preparations to cut
off small bodies of Russian troops there.
Ten thousand Manchurians have al-
ready been -enrolled in the movenient,
{ which is spreading. Volunteers are
] plenty. There is no lack of ammunition
OI‘ money, for the patriotic rich are sub- |
scribing.

THAT PROTECTORATE.
9r

says of the
“There is
lussia’s ally
{ (France) will accept this QOriental alli-
| ance against Russia. Korea is not a
strong power, but it is pointed out her
assistance to Japan may easily assume
substantial proportions. The Japanese
!;n'v expected to undertake the control
{of the Corean army, which can easily
be recruited up to a strength of 30,000
men. Officered by Japanese, this force
might be sufficient menace to Russia
| to cause France to protest that the
principle of confining the- struggle to
the two powers, Russia and Japan,was
violated. The not which Mr. Hay sent
to the powers indicated that the pur-
| pose of uniting for the preservation of
i Paris, Feb. 25. It is the belief in | China's neutrality was to prcvent more
| the highest official quarters that ithe jpowers being involved.”

powers will support the Russian view | .., . .
| of the invalidity of the Japanese treaty i ARDSHIPS FOR PT.

vith Korea, so far as it creates a Ja-| St. Petersburg, Feb. 25, The bat-
panese protectorate over XKXorea, ow- |tlesl zan and Czarevitch will
iing to the Emperor's being under dur- |t employed at Port Ar-
iess. But, it is said that no immediate | guardships, in which capacity
action on the part of the powers is re- been decided their formidable
quired, as the question of the rect lguns can be utilized to good advantage.
i nition of the protectorate will definite- |1t has b found that the necessary
ly arise when the terms of peace » | repairs to these ships can only be made
considered. In the meantime in  the dock at Vliadivostock, the
jopinion here is strongly sympathetic | Vessels will be temporarily patc up
| with Russia’s position, and it con- (2nd remain at Port Arthur until cir-
isidered that Russia’s note to the pow- | cumstances will permit of their being
iers protesting against Japan’'s violati ent to Vladiy
lof Korean neutrality fully The rumors
| Russia’s international rig will not meet
| protest antedates iace \ payment of
nouncement of the conclusion u:‘ the | the war
treaty. The foreign office (‘l)llSikir’!‘s the | Ofiicial
announcement confirmatory of the view
that Russia’s protest to the powers was |
designed to reserve all her rights and!
to prevent international acceptance
{the treaty establishing protector
as announced in atehe
terday.
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FOOD FOR THE JAPS.

Nagasaki, Feb. 24. The Japanese
Government has seized 670 tons of mess
beef,which was shipped from San Fran-
cisco on the steamer Korea, Feb.
and which was d to the Rus-
sian Governn Vladivostock. It

thoug Japanese Govern-
ment will the beef,
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Russian Battleship Retzivan which covered itself with

glory the big fight at Port Arthur.

BAGDAD RAILROAD

German-Russian
Unknown to Great Britain,

or

London, Febh. 25. Replying to a
question in the House of Commons to-
day the forei
Percy,

said the Govexmn«“nt was not
aware of any neg muxl ions
Germany and Russia,
nounced in some ne\
for Germany
1 '«. VX] v )'v’ A\
sia would suppori (191 ma
to Bagdad Railroad ques
general extension of Germaun
Asia Minor.

e —————

THE BRANTFORD MURDER

as 4an-
in

ereby,
pers,

iing

et
Russia
the war
Vv ih 1e-

adyv
auy

pre-

No New Evidence In the Trial of |

Joseph Kennedy.

Brantford, Ont.,, Feb. The

25.

Kennedy murder trial is still in prog- |

ress. The prisoner this morning is
bright and cheerful, and takes in every-
thing that is said by the witnesses.
The prosecution has not yet produced
any new evidence from what was
given at the police court in the first
examination.
,_,____4'__—

A SCANDAL AT NOME

A Russian Countess Charged With
Attempting Murder.

Seattle, Wash., Feb. 25.
to the Post Intelligencer,
son, says that Count

from
and Countess
jail charged
with attempting to murder Captain
Wm. Gilpin, a former friend. Their
bonds are fixed at $5,000. The trouble
took place at the Russian mission,
where the countess tried to shoot the
captain. She did not succeed, because
he had taken the powder out of (he
cartridges.
—————
FIRE AT ST. STEPHENS
St. Stephen, N. B., Feb.

25. Tire

 last night damaged the John D. Bon-

ness building to the extent of $2,500,
desiroyed the drygoods stock of W. Jj.
Alger, worth $4,000, and G. & L. Wall's
book and stationery stock, worth 33,-
500; caused considerable loss to the St.
Croix Jewelry Company, and damaged
the New Brunswick Telephone office.
All insured.
DPESTROYED BY FIRE,

Chesley, Ont., Feb. 25 The fine
brick residence of Mr. John Williams,
12th concession of Brant Townaship,
was totally destroyed by fire last night.
Loss $2,500, partly covered by insur-
ance The fire started in the basement,
! near the furnace,
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FOR ALMA COLLEGE 1 person
using Mme.
as intermediary between the
can and the French Government.

At the Vatican much displeasure
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A Broad Hint to Uncle Sam
to Keep Hands Off Canada

An Address to Canadian Club cuna
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