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BIRCHALL FOUND GUILTY,
After o trial lasting & week and o day,
®ud interesting more peeple in Canada
than probably any similar investigation
has interested, John Reginald Birchall has
been found guilty of the murder of Charles
Benwell, Everyone who has followed the

-vidence must acknowledge that the ver-

dict is o just one.

The facts, as brought ont in the tes-
timony, are briefly these: Birchall ar-
ranged with Benwell and Pelly to come
to Canads and be partners with him
In his alleged farm and horse-dealing
tramsaotions, They were unknown to each
Other when they met on shipboard at
Liverpool early in February last. Birchall
did what he could to keep them un-
acquainted. He had lied to them both,
und he had therefore good reasons for try-
ing to prevent them from comparing ex-
periences. Birchall had obtained £170
from Pelly by admittjgg him into & bogus
partnership, and enwell, father of
the other young promised to pay
Birchall £500 for a Wh#tnership for his son
if the latter was satistied with the bargain
from personal inspection. Birchall had to
do something to svoid deteotion. Pelly he
fotind to be susploious, and little wonder,
for it was pretty evident to him that
there was crookedness somewhere. 8o,
when the three, with Mrs. Birchall, ar-
rived at Buffalo, the prisoner lured Ben-
well away to see his wonderful farm at
Niagara Falls, with stables lighted by elec-
tricity, he said. Instead of going there, how-
ever, Birchall bought two tickets for Bast-
wood, and induced his companion to walk
to the swamp, and to his death. When he
returned to Bastwood, he was alone and for
noarly two weeks after that eventful Feb.
17 no one seems to have suspected the

reason why, True, Birchall and his
victim were scen on the road leading
ta the p and » ber of p

saw and spoke to the prisoner on his way
back to Niagara Falls, But the same wit-
nesses who observed the two men did not
#ee Birchall when he came back alone, and
it was only after the dissovery of the
vietim’s body, and the subsequent ao-
cidental finding of his cigar. case, that
the clue was afforded which led to the iden-

¢ Canadian. The Oxford swamp was only
the id | theater of the terrible
ocourrence.

This olass of arime doss not prevail to
any extent in the Dominion, and we are glad
of it, Yet the caveer sud fate of the young
mon now lying under sentence of death in
Woodstock jail convey a moral which
all, but especially young men starting out
in life, may lay to heart and profit Ly. Here
was o woll-educated man, o graduate of
Oxford University, & son of reputable par-
¢ents, who had every opportunity to make a
fair start in life, and to earn a good living
for himself and family. He possessed un-
doubted talents, and was clever in many
ways. But he early conceived the idea
that it was undignified to work for a living,
and that true enjoyment of life consisted
in exaggerating one’s own importance, and
In masquerading under false colors—as
for example, when he posed in Woodstock
88 “Lord Somerset.” It is natural that a
man who allows his ideas of the aims of life
to become so perverted should begin to be-
lieve that the world owes him a living
without working for it. That was
Birchall's belief, He resolved to leave
honest labor to others and to live by
his wits, and his downward career to the
gallows has been swift and sure. The lesson
cannot be too strongly impressed upon the
rising generation that the momenta man
attempts, by crooked means, to get some-
thing for nothing, to get wealth without
earning it, he has entered on a perilous

path,
E———
TORTUQUS TACTICS.

The Mitchell Recorder asserts that the
conversion of Sir John Macdonald to the
principles of free trade would be quicker
than the conversation of Saul of Tarsus if
once he could be assured that the mass of
the consumers were determined no longer
to be controlled by the combines from
which the Tory Cabinet now receives its
strength. That may be so. Meanwhile,
Do sane man believes that a conversion of
that sort is genuine, or likely to be lived
up to for a day after the next election, if
“‘party exigencies” demanded the pursnit
of a difforent course, The probability is
that the Tory leaders will go into the next
election squinting with one eye towards
the monopolists who provide them with
election funds, and whispering, *‘‘Fear
not; we will harm you not at all”
With the other eye, they will wink to
the guileless among the consumers,
and with bhand on heart protest that
they are for reciprocity every time, cnly
the wicked Yankees persist in refusing it.
It will be & repetition of the anti-election
performance of 1878, when Sir John Mac-
donald telegraphed to hislieutenant in New
Brunswick that it was not the intention of
the Conservatives to raise the duties—that
all they intended to do, if returned teo
power, was to readjust the taxes without
increasing them. He belied that promise,
as we all know to our cost; he will belie
the promises made now if he gets a chance.

A Government cannot be the humble ser-
vant of the combines and of the people at
one and the same time,

Never was Canada in greater need of in-

tification of Birchall as the panion of
the man found murdered in the swamp.
Birchall had taken what he believed to be
good care to hide his vietim’s crime. In an
Onsuspecting moment, he lured him into the
Yonely swamp, shot him down in bis tracks
and then cut his name from every portion
of his clothing, and emptied his pockets of
their contents. By some means or other—
o8 if a Frovidential dispensation—the cigar
case was dropped on the ground, and was
picked up several days after the discovery
of the body, and after almost every hope of
identifying it had been given up.

Meanwhile Birchall had resolved to carry
on his scheme for deceiving and robbing
his  victim's father. He sent Pelly
on a wild goose chase to New York
city to ' look for Benwell's baggage,
baving first told him that Benwell had not
taken kindly to his farm, and had gone on
to London to look for ome for himself.
T'hen, two days after the marder he wrote
the infamous letter to Cof® Benwell, an.
nouncing that his son had been admitted
into partnership, that he was fully satisfied
with the outlook, that the business was
#o large the correspondence would in future
be written by typewriter, and that his son
would write explaining all in a few days,
The scheme undoubtedly was to send a
typowritten letter to Col. Benwell with the
forged signature of his son attached, and
thus induce that gentleman to send the
£500, to obtain possession of which the
murder was undoubtedly committed.

When it was reported that the cigar-case
bad been found, Birchall at once went to
Princeton and identified the body, maintain-
ing that § -looking d ‘which
has characterized him ever sinop. He was
Interviewed by the officers of the law, how.
ever, and his concocted story of Benwell's
disappearance was doubted, Link after
link of the chain of ciroumstantial evidence
connecting him with the dreadful erime
was speedily forged. Of the subsequent
proceedings and Birchall’s remarkable con.
duct before and during the trial, our readers
have been fully apprised.

Mr. Osler conducted the pr ‘wm:
ability and moderati He g
the n’u for the Crown by judiciously hand-
ling the wi Mr. Blackstook, the

leading counsel for the prisoner, whether
through ill health or an everpowering con-
seiousness that he had a poor case, was too
petulant in his t .‘ol the wit
and his oruel badgering of one girl
was rebuked by the Judge. His ad.
dress to the jury was bhis best
effort. He put the case for the
prisoner as strongly as possible, but it was
at best weak, and o contrary result could
soarcoly have been expected.

Canadians generally are to be con:

dependent rulers than now.
———
PERSONAL AND GENERAL,
—Mr. Justice Patterson has been ap-
pointed to inquire into the alleged eccen.
tricities of Judge Upper, of Haldimand,
++

~Hon, John Carling arrived in the city
at noon to-day. His visit, so soon after he
declined to come to the Western Fair, be-
cause official business pressed him hard, is
exciting some comment. It need surprise
no one to learn that the present pilgrimage
has something farther to do with pipe-
laying for the next general election.
-
b& 4
—It is a relief t> most of us to find the
Birchall trial ended. Thanks to sthe dis-
covery of shorthand and its admirable
adaptability to the taking of evidence, the
length of the trial has been reduced to a
mere iota of the time that would have been
necessary in the old days, when the record
of the evidence was taken in longhand, with
a slowness that must have often led to irri-
tation, It is safe o say that but for short-
hand, the trial, instead of occupying a
week and a day, would have taken a month
and p day. And yet onge in a while objec-
tion is raised to the moderate fees of the
shorthander.
b3
~If Birchall pays the penalty of his
atrocious erime with his life—and there is
no reason for believing that his sertence
will be commuted—he will be the second
person hanged by legal process in Oxford.
This is certainly not a bad record for
so large a county. On Dec. 10, 1862,
a hlind man named Thomas Cook: was
hanged for the murder of his wife. The
exesution was bungled, the victim being
literally decapitated. No one has been
hanged since then, though several persons
have been tried for murder, and in 1874
Timothy Topping was sentenced to be
hanged for the murder of his wife and four
children. The sentence was commuted to
imprisonment for life. He died insane. The
last great trial for murder was in 1879, when
George McCabe and Thomas Bowers were
charged with poisening Annie McCabe,
wife of the former. The jury disagreed,
and when the case again came up in 1880,
Judge Galt dismissed it.
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~—The Chicago speculator who ofters to
manage a company to manufacture alumin-
iom from clay, by & process “‘unknewn to
books,” and at a cost of only a few cents a
pound, may mot have a great deal of
foundation for his assurances, but it is cer.
tain thai this moest useful metal is getting
oheaper. The Cowles Eleotrio Smelting

and Aluminium Company, of Cleveland, J

alumi in  small lots for $2 50
per pound, Five years ago, when the
company began business, the current price
of the metal was 820 per pound, and its
purity was not guaranteed. The first price
put on the Cowles aluminium was $5 per
pound as against the above figure, At §1
per pound aluminium will become & serious
competitor with both nickel and tin. At
50 cents pure alumini would b a
formidable competitor with copper. The
change in the price is rendered possible by
the discovery of improved methods for
producing the metal. This has been almost
the invariable experionce with regard to
the production of the majority of metals,
Through scientifie research they have been
cheapened enarmously, though, as in the
case of steel, attempts have been made by
United Btates politiians to credit the re-
duction in price to the high taxes paid on
the imported artiole |
$e:
~—The British Local Government Board,
baving become alarmed at the prevalence of
cholera i Southern Spain, has issued regu-
lations providing that until Dec. 31 next no
rags from Spain shall be delivered overside
ship, exeept for purposes of export, nor
landed in any port or place in Eugland or
Wales. If any rags shall be delivered over-
side or landed in contravention of this order
they must, unless forthwith exported, be
destroyed by the person having eontrol,
Bales of rags are largely imported into
England from Spain and Italy for the pur.
Pose of paper making, while a still larger
quantity is transhipped ‘rom Liverpool and
London to New York, and the present is
the busiest season of the trade. New York
steamers frequently bring over several hun-
dred tons. A large quantity of rags is also
imported annually into this country, but the
trade returns for last year do not show that
they come direct from Spain, The ship-
ments are chiefly from Britain, Belgium,
France and Germany, but it is possible that,
as in the case of imports to the States, the
consignments have originally come from
Bpain. Though we have no apprehensions
of a oholera outbreak on this continent this
year, it is well for the Government to in-
struct the quarantine officials to look care-
fully after imports of this kind. Cholera
germs are not easily killed, and may be im-
ported now, to do their deadly work mext
summer, unless the most thorough pre-
cautions are adopted,
————
OTHER NEWSPAPERS,
AN OLD-WORLD OPINION,
London Canadian Gazette,
Mr. Mowat has at last put his Cabinet in
order, and, if past experience is any guide,
it will probably be found that he has added

to its strength,
B i e

AND POSTAL CARDS,
Rochester Post-Express.

Dead men tell no tales, but it's different
with dead letters.

MANUFACTURERS NEED WIDE MARKETS.
Ottawa Free Press,

The button manutacturers of Berlin and
Waterloo want reciprocity, and say that
unless it is secured within a short time
they will have to move their factories to
Buffalo. Bona fide cotton manufacturers
like Mr. Alexander Gibson, Hon. J. K.
Ward and Mr. Jonathan Hodgson, want
unrestricted reciprocity in order that they
may sell their goods in the United States,
The Quebec shoe manufactures want
reciprocity for the same reason, The New
Brunswick lime burners say that if their
product is excluded from the American
market they will have to shut up shop. So
it appears that the only manufacturers who
are opposed to reciprocity are a few greedy
and cowardly cembinesters — unless we
count the manufacturers of Tory campaign
literature,

B
Ch'ldren Cry for Pitcher's Castoria,

Frenchmen can properly ‘be ealled
‘‘Knights of the table.” They are good
judges in all its refinements and’ delicacies,
In order to stimulate the appetite and keep
the digestive organs in good order they give
pre-eminence to Angos:ura Bitters, When
you try them be sure it is the genuine
artiele, manufactured by Dr. J, G, B. Seigert
& Sone.
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A Word to the People.

IES OF THE BLOOD,
"{’xxmmmzt:;l‘& d‘?, by those who have taken NO THROP
TABLE DI E
nounced incurable, are -urplrﬁu‘ usgﬁ In many of these cases, ih;}»nonl say
their pain :hnd .::l‘rm cannot be np&uud. ltlk:.l cases of Scrofula, where
apparen o whole Was one mass of corra, %
pp.Thl:lt{elebnud modi{lnc will relieve pain, or-u:u and dmnly the blood, and
cwro such discases, restoring the patient to perfect heals

TBE remarkable effects and most satisfactory mnhckln every variety of
ariging which
and

® sufferer you ean bo cured ! Why is this medicine performing wuch great cures?
It works yin the BLOOD, the (,qroulnlng Fluid, " ' Is can truly be called the

GRBEAT BLOOD FURIFIEE.
The great source of disease originates in the BLOOD, and no medicine that does
ly upon it, to urify'.‘nd renovate, has A;ay {u-t claim upon public
becomes lifeless and stagnan

imate, w f
NORTHROP & LYMAN'S VEGETAB

Blood Purilier.

“Truth is Mighty, and will
prevail,”

are experienced
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The convietion is, in the pu{lic mind as well as the medical profession, that
the remedies supplied by the VEGETABLE KINGDOM are more safe and more effec-
tual in the cure of disease than mineral medicines, The Ve,
composed of the juice of most remarkable roots, barks and herbs. It is pleasant to
take, and is perfectly safe to give an infant, Allow us to ask you & onndi& qlﬁi

than anything they have ever taken,”

spepsia in its worst form for over a year, but after taking three bottles
of Northrop & Lyman’s Vegetable Dhoo.\:lo?, o perfect cure followe
pleasure in recommending it to anyone suffe
Mn W, Traves, Wright, P.Q., had DYSPEPSIA FOR TWENTY YEARS, Tried
many remedies and dactors, but got no relief, His appetite was very
distressing pain in his side and stomach, and gradual wutini away of
u}):nd immediately commenced taking Northrop

Sold by all Medieine Dealers at $1.00 per Bottle,
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Burns’, the Clothiers,

For Your New Fall Suit and Overcoat

Sure Fits.
LOWES

Largest Stock. Best Styles. All-wool Fabrics.

And, best of all,
T PRICHS:

All Goods Made on the Premises.

G. &R

(Successors

GOLD

. BURNS,

to Burns & Bapty,)

MEDAL

1890. - Western Fair. - 1890

For Best Exhi

bit of Cabinet Works.

Rheumatism,

BEING due to the presence of uric
acid in the blood, is most effectually
cured by the use of Ayer's Sarsapa-
rilla.. Be sure you get Ayer’s and no
other, and take it till the poisonous
acid is thoroughly expelled from the
system. We challenge attention to this
testimony ; =
““About two years ago, after suffering
for nearly two years from rheumatio
gout, being able to walk only with great
discomfort, and having tried various

ture,

We always lead, and many lengths ahead with our
exhibits, which are always our own designs and manufac-
Low prices and good work our motto,

London Furmiture Man

184 to 198 King street, London, Ont,

o (i,

remedies, including mineral waters,
without relief, I saw by an advertise-
ment in & Chicago paper that a man had
been relieved of this distressing come
plaint, after long suffering, by taking
Ayer's Barsaparilla. I then decided to
make a trial of this medicine, and took
it regularly for eight months, and am
pleased to’state that it has effected &
complete cure. I have since had no re-
turn of the disease.”—Mrs. R, Irving
Dodge, 110 West 125th st., New York.,

“One year T was taken ill with
ks mumﬂsm, bein

A T

AND ALL

lnﬂnmmaﬁori cone
fined to my house six months. I came
out of the sickness very much debilie
tated, with no appetite, and my system
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NEW BOOKS.
—
The Kreutzer Sonata, by Tolstol.....
A Woman's Heart, by Mrs. Alexand:
4 Binck Business, by Hawley Smart .
Violet Vyvian, M. P, H. by May Crommelis
y | | The Burat Million, bﬁ.fao. Payn....
Annorel of Lyonessi, y Waiter Besan
'}l": ;-{?C«lu;)q;l by Norris. ..
e Rival Princess,
Looking

tin McCart)
Backward, b; ne'llarllny‘ccm

20¢

TO BE HAD OF ~

disordered in every way. I

c%»?s ALL DRUGGISTS cgn;ss

JOHN MILLS

b
Bookseller, €04 Richmond Street,

using Ayer’s Sarsaparilla and began to
fmprove at once, gaining in strength
and soon recovering my usual health.
I cannot say too much in praise of this ||
well-known medicine.” — Mrs, L. A.
Stark, Nashua, N, H

Ayer's Sarsaparilla,

PREPARED BY

ESTERBROOK’

——8TEEL PENS.—

Or. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass, L
Price81; six bottles, $5. Worth 85 a botties

FIREWORKS.

HAND & CO. are now open to contraocs with
committees in any part of the world fo;ﬂi % |
plays to any extent. ~ For public holidays and |
other colebrations send for special display pic-
- To m;j “h tore trade w
oHler superior goods with a_fine finigh,

and terms on application, Mailing ':':b-:a.t
order. Address

HAND & . i
Hamilton, Outario,

w
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Wood and Coa)
At the lowest r ates
the city and of the

finest quality,
TELEPHONE No. §63
or call at yard,

626 BATHURST STREET
M. BALDWIN

uaranteed.

Prices moderate. Call and examine
my work.

GEO. WYATT,

No. 2 Market lqm

= MONEY LOANED
BOOTS AND SHOES!|

Ordered work attended to promptly
A perfect fit and perfect satisfaction

real estate and notes; also on household
furnit: ianos, h nd
Kiud et b A

tels. by
J. & J. R. MILNT®

DuxDas STREET, LON DN, land, house "-.:d

AT

SLATER’S STORAGE,
825 York street, oity.
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ST LEON MINERAL WATER

before and and after meals,* Ask for tourists’
scason ticket. Now is your time to rejuvenate
at 8t, Leon,

Bold by Alex, Tytler, grocer, 384 Richmond
stroet; W, T, Strong, 184 Dundas street; W, 8,
Barkwell, 208 Dundas street; C, McCallum
drugs, London, and all first-class hotels.

PICNIC,

Sardines in Tomato.
Bardines in 0il,
Sardines Truffled.
Very Fine Goods. Patent Openers

CROSSE & BLACKWELL'S
Anchovy Paste,
Shrimp Paste,
Bloater Paste,
Turkey and Tongue Paste,
Hem and Chicken Paste.
New Lobsters, very fine,
Maple Leaf Salmon cheap.
Some genunine English Stilton
Cheese.
Pickles, Salad Dressings, eto

FITZGERALD,

SCANDRETT
& COo.,
169 DUNDAS STREET

W. J. MorraT

Bookbinder, 181 Dundas Street,

Blank books ruled and made to order, All
d iptions of bindings neatly

ywb

F. G. RUMBALL,

Wholesale and Retail Lumber Merchant
ed his office and yard to York
o ?!'rz?l’, wml.olf’ T:cumueh,l'{c‘ri\ e
Largest Stock of Maple, Basswood, Elm
Cherry, Walnut, Sycamore, Chestnut,
Ash, Oak. ete.. in Western Ontasio.
lnspection solicited. Prices on,:'lzpliuﬂan

LIVERY STABLES.
| Dt A R
0.

STAR LIVERY

Robt. Tripp, Prop.
Richmond street, near O. P
R. station r. H, M. Dong
a8 has soid out to Mr. Robt.
Iripp, who will be pleased

- . meet all the old customers
hiswell-kept livery. Telephone 423

FOREST CITY LIVERY

F. C. PERKINS, Proprietor.
14 and boarding stable. New buggies!
carriages, eomme , et All first.
class, Rates moderate, . Tolophone S&?y.“_ ;C'"
€0 5

licited.
‘ CKAY'S
. A CROWN LIVERY
irst-class horses :ndd ‘?{.
riag Obliging attenda
Ilw:;'. on hsnd. Particular
attention given to boarders,
¥ Perms reasonable. Horsos

bought and sold af all times. ’l‘ll(“\hone 689,

Rigs delivered to parts of hﬁ city, Give
Mae_ g call, { i 0‘53"\'.

LEADING HOTELS.

GRIGG HOUSHE

LONDON.
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