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theught of or tolerated for s mement

Sir Patrick McGrath Denounces the, Prace | e fwisa oo f

tice of Subsidising Public Servants.

This bill is representeéd as one-to’
strengthen the Audit Department by
ww'idlns a Deputy to assist the Au-
diter General, and we know frgm the .
newspapers that over this has arisem

a flerce controversy of a denomina- '

tional character. “Personally I think
the angle from which the matter
ghould be viewed is that emhedied in
the question, what is the value of the
Audit Act, and does its administra-
tion justify as in continuing it at the
present rate of outlay. To my mind
the Audit Act is a joke, its adminis-
tration is a farce and the whole of its
machinegy ought to be'thrown on the
gerap heap to-miorrow morning. I
say this regretfully,:but I say it in all
geriousness. and sincerity. I have
thpught deeply as to whether I‘shou_rd
make this declaration and support it
with the arguments I intend to offer,
because I know this speech is geing
to bring pain to some people with
whom I am on gopd terms, but I feel
that the present crisis in the country
is of such a character as to demand
plain speech-_and -I am prepared to
contribute my quota towards it in the
hope that something good will result.

It is now 25 years since the Audit
Act was hrought in by the Winter-
Morine Government and the Depart-
ment created under Mr. Berteau, &
gentleman who, in his personal ca-
pacity I highly esteem, 'We should
expect to have this department func-
tioning properly and efficiently in a
shorter period than 25 years. But
what is the position to-day? No fair
minded man ean dispute my assertion
that to-day the work eof the Audit
Office is vastly less efficient than ever
it was, and that public confidence in |
it as a Department mo longer exists.
During the periods the Audit Act has
been in existence the Department of
PFinance .and Customs has been the
seené of at least four wmerious rob-
beries invelving large sums of pub-
lic money, and in every case such
investigation as was attempted dis-
closed that the Audit Act broke down
completely, In the same period the
Post Office Department has been rob-
bed several: times, under the same
ciroumstances, Other departments
have also heen defrauded by dishon-
est officials and when the revelation
of these dishonesties is made gnd one
asks “how about the Audit?”’ one is
afforded the melantholy consolation |
embodied in the statement that the
offenders “got ahead’ of the Audit
Office. One could wunderstand this
sort of thing in the early days of
the Audit Office, when the existing
conditions in the ether Departments
were* being adapted to the nmew ma-
chinery, but the conditions which
prevail to-day are worse now than
they were 25 years ago. I am justi-
fled in asserting that there fs some-
thing wrong in the system and all
this talk of the power of the Audit
Act and Audit Department is a moec-
kery, a delusion and a sham. To-dgy
we have confronting us a coaditien
never approached in the previous
histery of this country. 'We have
before us a saturalia of waste and
corruption in the Department of Ag-
riculture and Mines, a condition in
the Controller's Department which
has brought a Government in ship-
wreck, and befere the country Nad
recovered from the stupefaction at
the scandals in these . two depart-
ments wa are appalled with the
knowledge that an Qutpert Magistrate
in Placentia Bay has got $12,000 worth
of money from the logal Post Ofeé
in 1.0.U.'s for a geries of transactions
covering months and certainly syg-
gesting the grossest negligence or
incapacity on the part of those en-
trusted with the care of this parti-
cular department. The Auditor Gene-
ral is mot alone Auditor General bmt
he is Comptroller as well, and the

dismiss these efficials because ~the!

Government finds at present that the
police authoritiés, from the Inspector

_General down to the pelicaman on the

best, have begn getting payments that
were grossly improper and absolu-
tely irregular.’ The Inspector-Gene-
ral is a man for whom I have per-
sonally a very high regard, apd who
I think has dong spiendid work in the
Department since he teek if over.
But it does not blind me to the fact
that in taking the thousand dollars
he did not allowing his, subordinates
to take other money he has struck a
hlow st publie eonfidence tn the Pe-
lice Department from which he will
take a2 long tima to recaver. .

There is. only one phrase, to-my
mind, “to describe the condition - of
things in a public department where
the guditers are debauched gnd the
polige are “got ai™ and that is that
it i8"“poisoning the wells.” the great-
est crime known te civilization. There
is one step more to ge and that is
to “square” the judges, and I hope
that the -heuge-cleaning which s
promised in regard to all this will
not reveal that some people connect-
ed with the administration of jus-
tice were tampered with in the same
fashion.

Take again, the Public Works De-
pariment. This morning’s newspaper
gives a list of every official in the
Public Works from the Deputy’Mlm-
ister, Mr. Harris, down to the fire-
man, Mr. Frank Woopds, as getting a
grab out of a relief accaunt there
given in detail, The mest gkilful
practitieper in this mstter of “extras”
I consider, is the Deputy Minister of
that Department, Mr. Harris. There
is ‘no ¥year, in my recollestien, that
Mr. Harris bas not by seme ¢laim for
‘special services, inoréased his voted
salary by 25 to 30 per cent. I may,
no doubt, be told that these are all
very capable and efficient officialp,
which I am gquite prepared to' admit,
but there are other equally capable
officials helding responsible posi-
tions gnd who ¢arpy out their duties
efficieptly and who do not recetve half
as much salary as Mr. Harris is
voted, not to speak of these “extras”
which he is permitted to get every 13
months and it surely must follow that
it Mr. Harris and those under him are
to be allowed to continue this sort of
thing we may as well bid good day
to any sort of efficient performance
of their duties by officials in other
public departments.

If this diseriminatio continues, and
these grants to a favored few officials
go on, how can we expect and jury to-
convict any man in the public ‘ser-
vice for any any violation of his ob-
llnttnng?, In the light of the re-
velations that are made by the pews- |
pepers every day of the week now,[
how can we regard the ordinary min- ]
or offender as a malefactor? To my
mind it is ytterly hopeless te expect
any’ cemvictions by juries herearter |
and I will go further and say that 1|
marvel at how we can expect any of |
the lower-grade eivil gervants, try-
ing to live on small salaries, to re-
frain from helping themdelves from
the money that cemes inte their m;
session when they see the publie
Treasury being “raided” as the term
is, in the faghion that the newspap-
ers show i8 nmow a commonplace iy
the daily life of the civil service of
this couniry, 273 41

I now turm to 1'e Liquor - Gontrol
Department, which has been the sub-
:;ct of more comment and eriticism
the past memth than perhaps .
branch of the Publie mﬁ s
time in the histery of this coun
I do not propose to deal with som
matters which are to .be in 7
but will eon :

dictionary defines this as megning/| | pert

an official with Iarger exesutive ‘pow-
ers than an Auditor; in other words,
an officisl whe controlls as well as
audits, but there is no evidence in all
that is going on at present of any con-
trol being exercised. On the contrary
there is evidence of such an abselute
lagk of comtrol that the . Anditor’s
own officials have.been actually re-

ceiving momey from Departments |’

Whose books accounts they are
supposed to audit. This House is, it

‘4nything, an assemblage of business

men and I ask it Suy person W
sound businegs acumen ‘waul  ua
hours. T say hé would not and 1 say
that until drastic action is taken to
Prevent such it is hopeless to sudit. It
&ty gentleman in this chamber, whot
.business in an outpert or is 6en-
Sent an secountant from his place ts

andit the affairs of one of these

- | called attention to this, b

the Auditor

an investigation: ::4
(]

transterred ..."&?’*‘“"‘

| pusane of, v

‘|'Present “Fremier very shortly after|and that thers has  bi

tion,

§ ~'-’_ ‘in

't gWother up and prevent an ex-||
ever . wpong dqfl: B ,
xis ‘the Con wm 'nt.r ; :
would like to add here that within [ff '« U n the mq :
twe or three days of this having been | §f . Thwrbert )VER BT
dene I expressed to. Sir Richard : v i : : K
Squires precisely the views 1 ams new | f§ -+~ THIS IS A PIC TO ¥4 TO
stating in this House that the ap- ] e . .

CON ‘%:L“ . ‘:. :
like a ¢

of wap héro

peintment of young Berteal Was 2 | gum e — g ST

Ye 1o tuinking the worsf of it, and | ghoriages In: w ':m ;:!h'l’j:; U Shy ohar ﬂ‘:ﬂu" n::
en. no stock- | little knowledge of the working of

1 made simffar observations ‘to the [Ing to.many ‘th

‘he took ofice, sa that I'am glad to[taking for years, #hat it s time that|aftairs gained ag & result of long|
fiud that Captain Bonia was appoint- | some plain talking was mdulged in|journalistie experience and + serving |
ed Aecting Controller of this Depart- | here snd elsewhere as to the utter for 15 yeaps im the Clerkship of the ’

ment. » and abselute collapse of the organise- ' Assembly I have npo Hesftation in
So much for that aspect of the |tion created for the express pur-|saying that Mr. llow_l is the man
best suited for this work of anybody.

Centrol Depsrtmest. But the next | pose of preventing this sort of thing Eos 22 ;
thing which I ask myself, which |in the publicservice, .. " - |13 the public service in the esyatry,
thousands of people of the country| I gunbmit then, Mr. fdent, that  aud NIg wat hape Sy et
are asking themselves tp-day, is how | | haye fully pstablished my claim  fn- l”tlg'lﬂ‘m §:the podition. re
it comes that such a congditfon of af- | that the Audit Bffice as" at present '
fairs existed in the contrel depart- | operated {3 wérse than' useless, It
:ut as rugour puggests. To this | seems to me that theve dfe two. al.
may be answered that mest termatives which the' ‘eountry .can a8 readily R
these rumours are unwarrant?:. "!‘h:t purr‘lno at' the present fime. Ona in. -39 sa:darmed 4
;nay well be, but there are certain |to employ a private firm ‘of 'm,;!:z ;u::;thf;”w' coll“q.a;:; “;:h!t lt‘
facts which can he acespted witheut | and reputatien lke Repd, Sen & - | W83 take Rim-year i¢ RHhe ey
question, Ome iy that there are | sen, pay tl.u:"“o.u“!i and let them [Perience that Arthur Mews has, and '
shortages amounting to many thou- | do all ‘the auditing of the public  that this fs-ne: time to put an inex-
sande of dollars, and it is a justif- | departmeiits, and T thitk’ we would' Deriended man in this jeb;-but Alex

able question how could these sheyt- | get an efcient and thorough-going | Mews coyld Alll many other offices | §

ages exist if there was an efficignt | examination of our public gceonats. | or Ronitions ugefully.
audit of the Department? I mgin- | Nohedy will serigusly argue for a Finally, 1 think the Prime, Minjater
tain that they could not exist, if thére .

apriment, and in erder to {llustrate | firm would tolerate for a moment an that gll of the meney obtained by
the inefficiency of the audit I have | Audit Office machinery which has public efcials in the way of “ex-
only to say what is the faet, 8s the | broken down so completely as ours. {ras" on pit-prep, relistf, or any ether
gentleman who is leading for the Gav- ,l But it ‘may be argued. that it i5 agcounts, ought to be paid back
erament in this House kmows wall, | againat. the dignity of a self-govern- hy these people, snd if necessary
namely, that the enly gudit made ef | ing sountry to have its sgcounts au- /should have it dedycted frem their
the department was an audit of the dited by » private firm or that it 18 salaries menth by month, unti it is
scripts or orders for liquors on file ’;, confession, vllib we cannet afferd made good to tha Tregsury. .'!'l;uT
from day to day, against the amounts | to make, that we have mebody in the later on in the wear, say, after the
received. therefor. In other wapds publis _servics ungu spoigh ‘to return from the ° Ymperid! - Confer- |
if a man byought i an order or a carry on this work in future. If that' ence, fét the Govenment 88’ a whole
(scrip” Tar & hefile of whisky, and|view iy held, then the time has comp, ' constdey the slslms of all- thete of-
the clerk wupplied Rim, and the whis-| it seems to me, to remedy the pres<"Seals feivly sad fmpartially and it
key wag, say- 46 a battle, then so lopg ent systam of suditing snd create s they have gdod ‘grounds: for a benus
8s the mcrlp waa on file and there | new organisation. I think the Gov-!or seds “redoghitien, let it be given
was $5 in the till the audit was com- ernment ought to face véry frankhy to tu.f; by the responsible’ ‘authori-
Plete, but if the clerk gave him tWo | the fact that the working of the Au-!tled. 1 might day ‘that “in  Canada
bottles of whiskey, took $10 from him dit Office to-day has got beyond the' some months ago & number of Gov-
and put §6 in the till and the other | powers of the Auditor General and ' ernment officigls commected with
#5 in his pooket there was no megns that he ought to be vetired. He has the Railways there, voted them-
of tracing that. That was the 8art | been mearly §0 yeers in ' the public' selves s year's u;uy when the
of sudit that took place in the Con- wervice, I know he  is desivaus of property wes heing transferred to
troller's Department. In other words ..m“' eut, and I think opportunity  the ‘divect eontrel of the Govern<'
there was no stock-taking, there was ought to ¥ tabiw to votire him. T ment, but the Government repudiated
Do.eheck of any kind whatever. .1 do not suggest this should be done the Srocoduu and insisted on = the
:t::zuilt“:vﬂl be #aid that this: was to-day, dbut I think it should be ln'th: amounts being paid baek; and T think
directed t:xb:h';‘;glwi‘;:;’m“t‘ course of th‘o next few nonthl;_. aﬁp} Mr. Warrén could add te the confl-
ernment, I do not k'now » tG"- by the end ‘of the fiscal year. Simil-|{dende which the public {s showing
answer to this is that 11. tho“ :‘i{ "l" haga s i s b, ey s, St o roodmhabadl
Rl sar o g, Mo, Au Deputy Auditor, and who has not|I now suggest. Io do not mean to
on resagnition of its whi igence | boen of very vobust health for some | imply thgt everybpdy who recélved

ebligations thap | time past, onght also te be retired at|an allowance is an adept in what O,

) W

mement that Read, Bon & Watdon or/onght to go a step further than he &
was an efficient ayditing of the dé- | any public reputable privite suditing has dowe. I shink he ought te ln.-!-t"

cials that were paid for the earryin
out of this service.
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Motor Drivers.

In the interest of “Saf

First” the following has b::z
i! Suggested as an additional Driv- §

ing Rule to-be adopted by mem-
bers of the Newfoundland Motor
Assgclatien, and others. Mem-
bers are requested to give thig
suggested rule a trial and he !
prepared to advise as to its
*? adoption, ‘or otherwise, at the &
i next General Meeting of the As-

socigtion: —

Y  After dark, cars RE- |
TURNING to the city shall
have the right of way over §§ |
cars proceeding FROM the [ |

city, in other wards, cars
PROCEEDING FROM the
city and meeting cars RE-
TURNING TO the city
shall stop (within a dis-
tance of fram seventy five |
to one hundred yards of the
approaching car) and dim |
lights till the car returning
te the eity (which need not |
dim) has passed.

The attention of members is

Q called to the following By-Law
of the Association:—“Any mo-
torist, member of the Associa-
tion des{ring to overtake or pass [
a ecar must blow his hern two
blasts, and the driver of the car
ahead shall signal that he has
heard the horn by answerin
two blasts. If the car ahea

i cannot keep ahead of the over-

§ taking car, the driver should
allow the overtaking car to pass
and the overtaking car must im-
mediately get far enough ahead
to prevent the occupant of the

\ gut passed from getting the W

us » i

Pyblished by orders of The
# Executive and Road Committee

NFLD, MOTOR ASSOCIATION

Ernest R. Watson, President.

i P, E. Outerbridge, Sec..Treas.
auglid fi
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we rgd.o; ::::ly tr:m year to year | the game time. I think the strain of Hegry, the Ameriegn humorist, terni- ; L REEOBE N it

bipolly i een ;’y ;? an audit them | ypying to tmprove things sfter - the |ed “the gentle art of  gratting” but| > e e
Ustified beyend any experiences of this trying period Will [¥ claim ‘that it is detrimental to all Port“g-um

g:e:;zl;s;:d.chllmhi::wm&fo? Q:'h‘ ht to | probably prove tes much for him, siclerigy, good erjer and disclp-
vl be, £l A the' Aa; it | and that at the same time he-should | line for mongy te be flung out to all- |
Gontrat oo s G'u itor | pe retired. A yew Auditor General | comers by one Department, with the
ment that there was no sto k : v:m- eught then to be put in 'office, .aRd| heads of other Departments kmowing
P i ..o ck-taking | g9 T had the doing of it the man I]pething abeut it. .

e did net complaia | would put there would be—net our

to the Legislature, whose gervant 4 :
is, and net the Gonnnent»g_n he | Jate celleagues Mr. Mews—but his|ejen of regret that I have to speak’

Bﬂker in Port. [

SCARCITY OF FISH REPORTED. 3§
The Portuguese Banker Patriota ar-

I end, a8 I begen, with an expres-|.iveq grom the banks yesterday after-
Roen with beth her J =
brother, Mr. Arthur Mews, the De-|thys Plainly, anpd  deubtless eause’ T}, vessel with imme::lcshoe?he::a :t

holds office under a special statute |
te Colenial fecreta I id
Which makes him unremovabje puty Co atary. 1 comsider|gsems paip to these whose names T tho Portugues I 1)
akes hin X | that, all things taken fMte sccen od ad ' . ‘“ 1 soasen. Svs il
2k 0 ecounty| have introduced into thig .J!""»ion the banks all season. She hails

o8Nt BF 2 vote of tw '
o-thirde of hath |he'is the mest experienced and re-|but when all is said and done, the for 499 guintals and reports fish very {|

fact vemains that the public interest scarce. As soop as her anchors are

public service to-day to occupy tis  involved. Thousands ‘of dollars '

only himself to blame. °
8. there from the Deputy Colonigl Sec-|mo parallel - in its history and it'

retaryship. The man eccupying the|seems to me that much, if not all °ff

Control | pagitjonaf Deputy Colofifal - Sdcre- | this, might have beep aveided if there '

Department. ‘It ; . =
’ ean be atated with-. tary, previded ho'is an aceountant, had been éfficient and searching "‘?;W” —augl5s,7i

out ‘affecting an . a
i ot to.bo t’ﬂ: ::‘ t;":‘“: :::“ which My. Mews is, aequires a|foreement of eur Audit Act, such  as
atter, | xnewledge of the running of the af-|the eountry was entitled to from a De- '

that the Centroller, des his - epun o
o s bn'u" udlt:de: fairs of this epuntry which ‘18 met ,p, ent that wgs created and qffi-

save the mark—ip the fashign I
bave just desoribed. also hag o

.| “®pecial ‘secount,” . whith ‘was mnot

sudited at all, That is to say, the|ll = s m— EN D
Controller, besides retailing liquor : i '
by the bottle, was dafag » wholesale . : 4 :
:::unm in the selling of liquer by ; i

the case, and this mot subject to :

audit whatever. I hev‘i?“vnl :;':1 N & | i IKE : Y

be said that the - Auditer

in my hand the . Igst repert

Auditor General and I find ng ye-

forence to amy guch letter in ft.
T is no comment by the Auditer
eral on the running of the Pe.

partment, no critisiam, no r

mbit: hiy | 1y A A . g replaced and a fresh supply of pra- |
complaint to th > at position. T. Berteau, the| have been lost and thé ceuntry has yigj b
® Legislature he hag Dresgnt Auditor General, graduated |been convulsed by s seapdal that has' ;:,:;;::: etr;eo;w;:grd. o g i

Dr. G. N .Murphy's office will
August ‘gﬁhy’fm‘? ::v‘

‘Three Flowers toilet fiee-
essities are amongst the ||
a:lt bnue_n.mﬂou Tg!

o - m 1 . 4
pleasing odor :nmhg e :

i1l appeal 2
behtigul toilet requisites.
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EAR RINGS.
MASONIC EMBLEMS,
CUFF LINKS.
CHARMS

This beautiful Native Stohe, famouis for its i
t play of colours, is found on Newfoundlarid8 S;g:

. H. TRAPNELL, Lt

Jewellers and Opticians, 197 Water Street,

R 0' LLLELELELLLCLELD R0

KNOWLING's§

"HARDWARE

ived and now offering for
e prices.

| WHITE ENAMEL, %, %, 1, 1 Gals,

i VARNISH STAIN, 1 Pt., Quarts,
. SCYTHE STONES, Round.
* HAY FORKS, all sizes.

SCYTHE STONES, Square.

& HANDLES for SCYTHES.
& SCYTHES (Best Sheffield Steel),

¢ HAY RAKES, 2 bow and 8 bow.

Casters

. We have 3 fresh lot of “Domes of Silence”

d selling for the rem-rl:able price of 15 cents

I set of 4. There is nothing hetter on your

rniture than those; no tearing of eanvas and
rueking up of carpets.

. LAWN MOWERS,
. ADAMS FURNITURE POLISH,

. CARPET SWEEPERS.
. FREEZERS, GARDEN HOSE.
' BERRY HULLERS, REFRIGERATORS.
- FEATHER DUSTERS, POTATO DIGGERS.

Kneél i),n ‘Mats

A real genuine article for the Housemaids

.~ No more Housemaids' knee after using
ione of them. An article for every house to have
Price 1.30 each. .

ew Enamelware
BASKETS (Berry Picking).
WASH BOARDS (Glass and Zine.)
FENCING WIRE (Plain and Barbed.)
ARM FENCE (in 165 ft. rolls.)
ABY CARRIAGES, WRINGERS,
 SULKIES, SEWING MACHINES,
We have a new mck ﬂ’ntt &Lmbert'l
and Furniture Varaiah. 1t the i’
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