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CHAPTER XLIII. 
lOW do you do, Miss Rash-

lcigh? Your visit, whatever
____ its import, is a very great

honour and pleasure to me. Pray 
be seated,’ lor Eva, in her agitation 
and out ol respect for his age, had 
unconsciously risen.- ‘ Let me beg pf

- you to be seated. Permit me to en- 
*. quire after- Sir Edward Rashleighi's

health. We bave not seen each 
other" for some time : the loss, as well 
as the cause is, I fear, mine. I am 

-an old man and a cantankerous one,; 
I have been til and feeble of late ; but

- I am stronger 'now, and if my strength 
" continues to increase, I hope to ha*e

the pleasure and honour of calling 1 
. upon Sir Edward, and the satisfaction 

-, of telling him that—I am afraid I do 
not remember the cause of our qdar-

- rèt—-that I ' atn sure I was in the 
jj wrong.’

‘My brother will be very, very 
pleased to see you, Lord Starborough,' 
faltered Eva. Confronted by those 
dark, piercing eyes glittering in the 
waxen face, that grim, calm, qnd 
stately courtesy, she found her task 
very difficult. ‘ I have come—we 
have come—Lord Starborough, this 
young lady is a great, a dear friend ol 
mine. Her name is Constance Sef- 
(on. She wishes to see Mr. Geoffrey 
Bell—it is important that she should

- see him at once.’
The glittering eyes fixed themsel­

ves
the'cart

• ‘This tnost fortunate that you 
should" have come here,' he said, ‘ for

; "—Mr. Geoffrey Bell is at this mo­
ment in the castle. I will send for 
Him. He rang the bell and give the 
message to Yates; then he turned to 
Cottie. ‘ Is this your first visit to 
this neighbourhood, Miss Sefion ?’ 
he asked, blandly!

Cpttie raised her eyes, and, inward­
ly quaking, answered in a very low 
voice :

‘No.’
• Indeed,’ said the earl. ‘ It seem­

ed to me that I had had the pleasure 
of seeing you before ; ,but the name 
is not familiar to me.’

At this moment the-door opened

s on Cottiers face penetralingly. as
: "earl b'owed'to her. •

and Geoffrey canv- in. lie w.s grav.- 
and pale, and hi» face bore marks of 
the terrible struggle which had taken 
pl^ce in the cottage. He had no 
idea why the earl had sent for him— 
they had been together ip the earl's 
rpem, talking long abd earnestly, 
vyhen the earl had been brought dpwn 
to see Eva—and Geoffrey looked with 
surprise from Eva to the other gill 

I sitting, with downcast face, in the 
shadow of the great room.

‘Miss Rashleigh !’ he said; then 
he looked again at the other, a cry 
of amazement burst from him, and 
he sprang towards her and caught 
her hand.

‘ Constance—you here !’ 
t The earl had risen and stood grimly 

rfegardirrg:them.
‘ Permit me to retire,’ he said : and; 

he turned towards the door.
çiièd -Geofrey. -‘ Don’t 

go, sir ! This young lady is—she is 
Miss Çonstanpe Sefton. She is — 
may I say it, Constance ? my future 
wife. I was going to tell you about 
her, about my hope, when you were 
fetched away just now, Constance/ 
this is the earl of Starborough.’

He led her, shrinking and tremb­
ling, towards the earl, led her with 
love and pride on his face and in his 
bearing, as if hp were sure of the wel­
come she would receive.

The Earl fixed his eyes on hfer, and 
as he scanned her face his thin lips 
curved with a peculiar smile—one, as 
it seemed, of cynical amusement. He 
extended his hand and took and held 
hers.

• I am glad to see you at the castle,
Miss Sefton,’ he said, • and I con­
gratulate your future husband, whom­
soever he may be.’

Geoffrey beamed at the earl and at 
Cottie with all a lover’s satisfaction.

‘She hasn’t promised yet, sir,’ he 
said, earnestly. ‘ But I think you 
wiH, Constance, when you hear what 
I have to tell you. I have found Ron­
nie, my boy partner, and I have got 
his consent which you insisted upon,
I found him to-day—this morning— 
in the strangest way. There has been 
a discovery, made under terrible cir- »rdere- 
cumstances — I will tell you about 
them later. He proves to be the 
nephew of Lord Starborough, here.
Neither he nor I nor his lordship 
knew it until this morning. The dis­
covery came like a thunder-clap in 
the midst of a tragedy, Ronnie will 
be here directly ; he should have been 
here by now. I don’t know what has 
kept him or where he is. 1 was going 
to search.for him.’,

1 ‘"There is no need,’ said the earl,

! slowly. ‘ I saw him in the room a few 
minutes ago.’

Geoffrey swung round in astonish­
ment, and Cottie shrank back and 
sank into a chair and coveted'her face.

‘Ronnie, the boy, here, sir!’ Cx 
claimed Geoffrey. ‘Where? Where 
is he gone ?’

‘ He sits there,’ said the earl, with 
perfect calm; and he pointed to Cot­
tie. '

Geoffrey stood transfixed for a mo
ment ; then he sprang towards her,
drew her hands from her face and
gazed at her searchingly, the hands
that grasped hers trembling with the
excitement of the dawning truth.

. ‘Constance! Runnie I’.he exclairo- 
jh] .'I ‘1Ronnie; spe6ked. H Yœ, it jSÿpti ! 

tome! Are you Constance or Ron-
“ÎST m » ' ti
"He drew back' for a moment, wait­

ing for her reply.
Eva rose and glided towards them.
‘ Sheds |toth,’ : she* çijtrtpur/sd, 

most inaudibly, in . - her • agitation- 
‘Don’t you see—can't you guess? 
She has been Constance all the time.

It was her bf^tteyJ-Ronpie-r-yvbc 
died; and it was she—Constance, the 
sister—who took his placed . !

SOUR STOMACH
* IS A SIGN OF 0

INDIGESTION
If you occasion­

ally have a taste of 
sour food in your 
mouth, it surely 
shows that the 
food you are tak­
ing into your s'o- 
mach is not being 
digested, but in­
stead is ferment­
ing and giving out 
poisonous gases.

Belching of gas 
is a common symp- . 
tom at such times, 
and also that lump- 
of-lead feeling, as 
if your stomach 
wasr carrying a 
much greater load 
than it could stand.

These are sure 
symptoms of indi­
gestion,and should 
be attended to at - 
once.

Dr. Bovèl’s 
Herb Tablets

tnre by removing the cause. They build up the 
itomach so fast that in a few days the blood, 
nerves, muscles, and the entire body receives 
Increased nourishment, which result in a clear­
er complexion, bright eyes, more energy and 
hopefulness.

3K centsiper box from all Druggists or Dealers. 
If .your Dealer cannot supply you, order direct 

From us by mail. We prepay postage on all

BOVEL MFC. CO., St. John's, Nfld 
or Montreel, Con-

‘ Boy Or girl, she‘bas been all Ihc 
world to me, sir,’ he said, brokenly.
‘ No man ever had a truer friend— 
lover. Tne sweetest, dearest boy— 
and girl—-in all the world.'

They clung together, forgetful of 
all else except themselves. Eva. stole 
to the earl.

‘ You see, you understand, my 
lord,’ she pleaned. ‘ They have loved 
each other from the first. You can­
not be angry—ycu will consent?1 She 
is your own blood—' «

The eari raised Eva’s.hand to. his 
lipi wit old world cr tirtesy.

• My dear young lady,’ he said, 
with^ perfect calm and perfect cour­
tesy. ‘ I have no desire to interfere ; 
and, indeed, I do not think any in­
terference of mine would be of any 
avail. The romance must take its 
course. Indeed, I am conscious of a 
certain satisfaction in adding to it, 
and, so to speak, roundind it off to 
poetic complexion. If . these lovers 
are not too engrùsàed iri-mutuàl con 
fidenees, I should like to inform Miss 
Constance Sefton — I humbly beg 
her pardon—Miss Constance Bassing- 
ton—that the young man whom she 
has honoured as her choice is also, 
my nephew, the son of my brother, 
Reginald Bassington, and that he is 
the heir to Starborotigh.’
Cottie heard and undestood only 
dimly ; but the earl advanced -to her 
?nd took her hand.

(To be continued.)
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A sob escaped Cottie.
* Oh, forgive me, Geoff 1’ she plead-

Health is trne beauty. The charm of bright eyes, rosy cheeks, rounded figure, 
buoyant and elastic step ri Within the reach of every woman, - . .

Reasonable care in diet, regular exercise and due amount of sleep with an 
' Occasional dose of , v'

ed.
1 There is nothing to forgive,’ mur­

mured Eva. 1 She was driven by 
circumstances. She was alone out 
there in that wild place —’

There was no need for her to say 
more. Geoffrey gathered -the trem­
bling, shrinking girl into his arms 
and strained her to his breast.

‘ Constance—Ronnie ! fie cried iu 
a voice hoarse with emotion. ‘Oh; 
how blind I have been. And my 
ifeart ought to have helped me to 
the truth ! I ought to have known 
that my love tor you was, from the 
beginning/that of man for woman. 
How blind I brave been ! You, ask 
tor forgiveness ! It is I who ought 
to kneel to you. Yesy.. totgive me, 
Ronnie, forgive me, Constance. Oh> 
my darling, my dearest ! I dou’t 
know what to say. I have git you 
both, Constance and Ronnie in one.”

He looked at the earl, seeing' the 
bent, stately fdrm through a mist of 
teats which did-not shame Geoffrey’s 
manhood.
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