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Letters to the Editor

(Editor's Note:—The columns
The Union Advocate are open at
times, when space is available,
cogrespondents who may desire
express their opinions therein
questions of public interest.

Opinions differing from those held
by The Union Advocate will be giv—
en space as freely as those with
which this paper agrees, and letters
from cor-ospondents are blished
with the distinct understandifig that
the opinions expressed in such letters
are not necessarily those of The
Union Advocate.

Letters which in the judgment of

of
all
to
to
on

The Editor, are unreasonably offen-

sive to anyone, will not be published.
No letter will be published without
the signature of its author. |

|

Editor Union Advocate:

Dear Sir:—Please allow me space|
in your valuable paper, as I would
Mke to know if there is any commis-
sioner for the road through Nowlan |
ville Settlement and if there is, is he'
at home or fishing this winter? 1]
must say this road is a disgrace
oth to the settlement and the peo-
ple who are living in it. It came to
me that I had to make a call to a
Mouse in Nowlanville one night and
from ‘the time I left Nelson until I
arrived at my destination, I am sure
in some places the snow was fen feet
deep. A farmer of that district told
me they expected Mr. Commissioner
along in a few days with higs wing
plow, but if he doun't get busy Mr.
July will get there ahead of him.

And I would like to know if the
people of this country are paying
taxes, for good roads in the summer
and bad roads in winter.

Thanking you, Mr. Editor for space

I remain,
B. A. ALWARD,

Barnaby River, March 26, 1917.

JOURNALISTIC AMENITIES!

“The Tribune says that the Graphic
Bas slandered too many of our best
eitizéns. We would like to know who
they are. At all events we have not
yet had our face slapped by any of
“the prominent citizens” and then
cried baby and gone to court to get
satisfaction.

Nor have we been called

up by

.| and Mr. Murray.

| division,

Widely Told

(Lucian in Vancouver News Adver-
tiser.)

Recent events in New Brunswick
recall some interesting episodes in
the political history of that province
The ministry which is ahout to dis-
appear is the successor of the admin
istration establihed by Mr. Hazen in
1908, and continued with certain
changes by Mr. Flemming, Mr. Clark

From 1883 to 1908 ministries led
by Mr. Blair, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Em-
merson, Mr. Tweedie, Mr. Pugsley
and Robinson were, with successive
phases, the cabinet organized by Mr.
Blair in 1883. Mr. Blair had been
lealer of a small opposition to the
ministry led by Mr. Fraser. The lat-
ter went to the bench, and Mr. D. L.
Hanington, an able lawyer, succeed-
ed him, with E McLeod, now Chief
Justice of New Brunswick, as Attor-|
ney General, and the lnte Chief Jus|
tice Landry as colleague. 1

The House was dissolved in 1882
and in the June election the Haning-!
ton government was sustained by a
| substantial majority. There was the/
usual jubilation, then the ministers,
| went on with their work. The House,
met in February, and the govern-|

sessicn. The ministerial nominee for!
Speaker was elected, and, on the fi~st;
the ministers were sus-
ta‘ned by a majority of several. i

These were coalition days. There
They could thus attend to prl'nclp]es-‘
and administration. This situation
might please those enthusiasts whko
now cry “confound their politics.”
But in fact it releasel mea from loy-|
dlty to their associates and their|
past, and left fhem free to attend|

stnictly to their own personal lnter-l

phone and told that but for a

' was defeated.

Talis of

N. B. Coalition Governmentls

ests. Coalition undor a responsible
minigt-y keeps the leader ever un-
certhin of his supporters. He must
be on the lookout to see whethe:r any
of his crowd are negotiating better
terms with the opposition.

If Messrs. Hanington and McLeod
had these anxieties, they feit relfeved
after the first vote was taken. They
probably felt sdfe in allowing some
of their associates to drift out of
their sight. If they had detectives
engaged they seemed to have dis-
missed them.

The day after the governmemt was
sustained and its triumph was an-
nounced in. the government press,
Mr Blair arose in a careless kind of
way and moved that the government
Jacked the confidence of the House.
Ministers did not understand why Mr
Blair was not satisfled with one
beating. He did not explain. He did
not hother making any speech. Neither
did they. They asked for the mem-
bers to be called in and waited for
the nuisance to be over. Their fol-
lowing of 23 or 24 out of the 42 had
been in friendly conversation with
them all evening and morning.

So it came as a shock when one
of them, whose allegiance had mnot

| ment settled down for a comfortable, been questioned, voted yes. When he

was followed by another and a third,
herror and dismay sat upen the faces
of the ministers. The government
Never did a group of
ministers feel more foolish. There

I“’“ no party restraint on members., Were more searchings of heart over

this division than over the division of
Reuben.

Having determined on inquiry
that this was no id'e joke, the gov-
ernment resigned. Presently two of
the gay deceivers turned up in the
Blair ministry. The third was taken
in later. Some time after a small
letter was discovered which used to

i be passed quietly around as a his-
fact| toric curiosity.

It was an agreement

that we were a pauper we would be|l by o member elected to support the

haulel to court for certain slandemusl
statemehts.'—Campbeljton Graphic.

(Moncton Times)

One of the Transciipt's editor’s
hallucinations is that because oppon-
ents seldom stoop to his level in
newspaper warfare he can indulge in
all sorts of abuse without retort in
kind. And when he is worsted he
resorts to his usual cutt'e-fish tactics
and whines for sympathy. He some-
times claims to posses the qualities
of the British bull-dog, but the St.
John Standard has aptly dubbed him
the Moncton Cur, who barks and
snaps from the rear and when turned
on drops his tall between his legs
and runs for safety.’

1

(Moncton Transcoript)

That she-bear The Fredericton
Gleaner is growling over the alleged
indecency of the provincial opposi-
tion in demanding that the ‘provin-
c'al goverment shall resign office and
allow the will of tle people to come|
into effect.

Ottawa _as

the safme time a conscientious
in St. John, |
which causcd a revolt of government

Hanington government that he would

vote for the other side on the pay-

ment of a few hundred dollars, the
amount to be doubled if his vote

should turn the government out.

Mr. Blair held the premiership fo-
12 years after that and them went to
Minister of Railways,
his colleagues the succes-
sion, which was handed dowm for 12

eaving

vears more. Only once was the Blamhr

ministry in grave peril, and that is

another story.

At the end of his second term there

came an agitation in one of the um
ber
stumpage.
ered the stumpage
needed the money and refused
concession.

for a reduction of
The government consid-
reason~ble. It
the
Thereupon the Mmber
iuterests in Northumberland county

counties

combined with the opposition and put

up a strong and successfu] ticket. At
ap-
pointment was made

supporters and their union with the

!opposlt(on. Thus it came to pass at

. _
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GOUNTER GHEGK BOOKS

Great Time Savers
Great.Trouble Savers
Great Money Savers

For All Merchants

No Merchant who endeavors to run his business system-
atically, efficiently, economically, without unnecessary
worry, avoidable mistakes and useless friction between
himself and his customers, can afford to do without

Books.

The “Imperial” line of Counter Check Books includes a wide variety of
books, among which is one specially suited to the requirements of your
business. Whether your business be large or small an “Imperial” Counter
Check Book will make the day’s work of yourself and your clerks easier

You're not in business for your health. The elimination of unnecessary
waste of time, worry, and money means more profits every time. You want
more profit. The use of “Imperial” Counter Check Books will increase

We have a full line of samples of “Imperial” Counter Check Books and
we sell at manutacturers’ prices. You can buy these books from us as
cheaply as you can buy them anywhere We want to sell them to yoa.

€ome in and pick out the book that best suits your business, or ‘write ws
for prices on the book you are now using, if it fills the bill.
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the election that Mr. Blair was
without an adgquate majority.

The premier d!d mot resign, He
Is said to have repeated the remark
of an eminent character. “The Te-
sources of civilistion are mot, yet ex
hausted.” There was no shaking
the St. John group, which had car-
ried the riding by a large majo-ity.
But Northumberind Ekad discarded
politics and was going in for princi-
ples. So Mr, Blair reluetantly made
the stumpage concessions, and even
went so far as to give them retro-
spective effe~t, apply'ng the low rate
to the previous season's lumber cut.
The Northumberiand four efected
mrade hard conditions. They mot enly
obtained this reductirn, but they
caused one of their number to be
made surveyor-general, which is the
same thing as minister of lands. This
rtade it certain that the concession
would be real and not offset by sev-
cre sculers.

‘The acrangement is historiclly
known in New Brunswick as “the
Northumberiand Deal.” It is one of
the fllustrations of the possibilities
of a no-party government. As the
participants were not in favor of poli|
tics it could not be charged that
they had changed their politics. They
were in harmony with the anthem
and had confounded politics. They
maintained afterward that they had
stood by their principles. When a
St. John merchant pointed out that
the conduct of Mr. Blair in cancelling
reverues already due resembled that.
of the Unjust Steward, in the Sc:ip-
tures, one of the North-
umberland men replied “And
the Lord commendel the Un-
just Steward, because he had done
wisely.”

However this may be, ao punish-
ment befell the steward or the debt-
or. The member who became - sur-
veyor general was afterwards pre
mier and governor of the province,
and the other day the chief lumber-
man of the four was elected io the
legislature. He will probably be in
the new ministry.”
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Hats
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The New Suits

GET YOUR

of every age and taste.

models of “Pinch Back'
We have nearly every Color. and can please Men

NEW HAT AND SUIT
AT CGREAGHANS'

On Easter Sunday you will want to lay aside that old winter hat anddon a
Right here we have the latest display that’s-ever beem on ex-
hibition in this town—and prices are absolutely as low as at any time since war

are here also in “chic” sfy]es that young men will
feel proud to wear—They are 8made with new
* and “Form Fitting" styles.

Suits Range from $8.00 to $25.00

Range from $1.50 to $4.50 and come in “Stetson’, ‘“Walthausen’"
“Borsolino”, **Wilkinson”, ‘“Boston” and numerous

other leading

Silences

The news of Hon. Mr. Dlondin‘s
courageous and patriatic cction in
resigning his portfolio to fight for his
country overseas hec aroused extya-
ordinary interest and enthusiasme
from one end of Canada to the other

Editorial comment has voiced in
emphatic tones the popular approval
of his stand, as may be judged by
the following excerpts from promin-
ent papers:

The Halifax Herald: *“The Hon. P
E Blondin's resigmation as Postmas-
ter-general o serve His country with
the overseas forces will have a great
effect on recruiting in the province
ot Quebec. Mr. Blondin is one of
the leading French-Canadian orators,
and very popu*tn his native prov-
ince. g >

“Party mad Libaral newspapers
have frequently referred to him as a
Nationaliet, and questioned his loy
alty. Since entering te Borden
cabinet he has taker the firmest
stand for British coanection, and
since the outbreak of the war has
stumped Quebecs, urging his compat-
riots to enlist. Many young mea
have answered his call.

“Mr. Blondin is convinced that
Quebec must do, and will do. better.
For a time he lays rside the cares
of office and dons the King's uni-
form. His patriotic stand will be
applauded throughout Canada and
the Mother Country. Quebec wil!
follow the lead of the

jeneral.”
The Kingston Standard: “All Canada
will applaud the action of the Hon,

P. E. Blondin resigning as Postmas-
ter General of the Dominion in order
that he may serve his country and
his King in the overseas forces of
{ Canada. It is thce noble answer of a
brave and chivalrous French-Cana
|(‘mn gentleman to the sneers and
itnunls of unworthy opponents. But
it is mo~e than this. It is a patriotic
'xample to his men of his own prov-
ince and a splendid proof to tle rest
i Canada that there are French-
Canadians who give up high posi-

HuriMr Blosdn's At

Postmaster-) master-General in order to join

His Traducers’

“The incident is the more encour
aging and noteworthy because there
have been those who have delighted
to misrepresent the Postmaster Gen-
eral, even to charge him with being:
unt-we to Canada. It will not rest!
with them further to pursue these
rveprehensible tactics, for in no more
certain way is it possible for men
to prove the depth of their patriotism

Blondin, French-Caahdian,
ist, has adopted.

“Nationalism in the Borden Govern
ment has at the same time given an
unanswerblo reply to the Opposi-|
tion, who have said that these men|
were holding the Government back
i their war efforts. Mr. Blondin and’
his felow-Nationalists in the Gov-|
ernment have been unsparing in
their efforts to awaken Quebec to the
ncceasity of enlistment. They hnve]
defended the war on every occasion,
aud only rezently in tlhe election in

meet the Opposition of an accredited.
Laurier candidate, who said that Can
ada ought not to destroy herself for,
England, and who complained at thel
Jayment of war taxes. |

“Nationalism, as represented in the,
Bo-den Government, is not in douhti
before the country.” |

The Winnipeg Telegram: The ac-|
tion of the Hon. P E Blondin in
tendering his resignation as Post-:.
the|
Canadian army, will silence forever|
those critics who have been caviling|
at the Government for its inclusion:
ir the cabinet of a man whose early
political career was associted with|
the more radical wing of the Nation
alist party tn Quebec.

“Not that the Hon. Mr. Blondin|
needed to resort to any such exped-|
lency to prove his loyalty. AH  his!
acts and all his words since he as-|
sumed the responsibilities of oﬂlcr[
bave been such as tp prove his ea-|
tire sympathy with the present dav;
spirit of Canadianism, whateve~ mav|

have been his views p-cvious to 1911

tions and are ready to give up life
itself, for the sake of the British Em-
pire and o!d France.

“Sir Edward Kemp proposes
| Mr. Blondin be asked to form
'rench-Canadian battalion and
it. We have no doubt that he
jaickly ferm the battalion, and we
also have no doubt that when he
leads it againgt the Huns he will not
only fight well for his country and
King, but also for the sake of pun-
ishing a5 many of the brutes as
nossible, who are answerable for the
lcng drawn out agony of a previous
Canadian Postmaster General, the
Hon Dr Beland, who is undergoing
cruel imprisonment in Germay, and
also for what amounts to murder at
their hands of his brave and loving
wife.”

The London Free Press: “The re-
signation of Postmaster-General
B'nudiA from the Borden Govsra-
ment in order that he might enlist
In the country’s service at the front
is a noble example before the coun-
try.

“The Hon. Mr. Blondin ig only two
years within the military age limit,
baving been born in 1874. He held
&n important position in the Govern-
ment of Canada. He gave of his spare
time freely in mperuiting exhortations
and he might with reason have said
that he was ‘doing his bit.’

“He has chosén, however, to saeri-
fice his place in the Government and
to step back fnto private life, so that
he may serve his King and country
in another and wmore vital capscity.

“Instead of being content with en-
couraging others to enlist, he has him
eolf enlisted; ead of calling those

sacrifices of place
snd privilege, hé himselt gives up his

that

a
lead
will

“His present action is inspired by|
patrotic and disinterested motives.|
T. ghould and undoubtedly will, have|
the effect of inspiring others of his
ir.u-:‘ to disregard. as he has done,
the pleadings of those self-constitut-|
| e1 and misguided leaders of a section|
| ef French-speaking Canadinng, and |
irduce meny of them to enlist in
their couatry's cause.

“It will also do much to
the Ilatent prejudice that exists in
scme parts of Canada as to Quebec's
' real attitude towards the war, and
in that particular will rank alongside
the record of the Hon H 8 Beland,|
who formerly held the portfolio|
now surrendered by Mr Blondin aad|
who is now a prisoner of war, aad
with that of Captain Papineaun,
now serving with the colors and
whose famous lettor to Henri Bour
assa congtitutes an intellertp:l mas
terplece and a completo nnswer to
those of his race who hive tried to
make it appear tim:i French Canada
has no part in the great lssue.

The Vancouver News-Advertiser:
“This is not a split in the cabinet,
Mr. Blondin tas no quarrel with his
cclleagues. He has a quarrel with
Germany. Years ago Mr. Blondin
talked against Imperialism. This re-
cvrd has been brought up against him
by political opponents during the
war, as the same thing might - have
been used ggainst Sir WRfHd Laur-
fer, who weént a great deal ' firther
than Mr. Blondin. But Mr. Blondin’s
resighation of ‘the oabinet . poaition

‘hn Quebec as o recruiting "
The Vancuver y ; :
“The Dally Provi bell

din’s mh&r-uon u:lll have & most
inepiring effect " reatliing ve:
sults in Quebec, mx ‘to make fts

¢
Dorchester they were called upon toj

attitude ia the great conflicy better|

understood. Particulanly will this
proposed recruiting campaign for a
battalion to go overseas rally the
people of his native province as
nothing else has done gince the com-
mencement of the war. French
Canadians in the West must feel
that; they owe him a debt of gratitude
for his noble and courageous act.”
The Victoria Colonist: “His (Mr.
Blondin’s) decision to go on active
service is at once a powerful incen-

tive to recruiting in Quebec and a
stinging rebuke to his political tra-
ducers. The Liberals have times out
of number questioned his patriotism.
The reply he has now given should
sllence even the bitterest of his op-
ponents.

“The cabinet’s logs {8 Quebec’s and
the Empire's gain and in the French-
Canadian province Mr Blondia's de-
cision should have instamtamecus ve-
sult.”
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Butter and eggs

Miramichi Hospital.
woman for up-stairs work.
MRS. RICHARDS, at the

¢
¢

Hospital.

WANTED

weekly, at the
Also a girl or
Apply to
Miramichi

14-

Confectionery
Bread and Cake
Canned Goods
Breakfast Foods

etc., elc, etc.

A Fresh and Full Line always kept in Stock

WM. FERGUSON, Fish B’ld

PHONE 144

24

remove

NOTICE

“Owing to the sharp advamce of

and the shortened, terms of aredit, we
vi'o!n'lc_i ask all persons havisg accemsts
with us’¥o call and settle same ‘er make
satisfactory arrangements. Afl accesnts
of six months standing not settied by
April 15th will be handed in for cellection
withont further notice.

DICKISON. & TROY




