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Widely Told Tales of 
N. B. Coalition Governments

Letters to the Editor
(fiditor's Note:—The columns of 

The Union Advocate are open at all 
time», when space is available, to 
correspondents who may desire to 
express their opinions therein on 
Questions of public interest.

Opinions differing from those held 
by The Union Advocate will be giv
en space as freely as those with 
which this paper agrees, and letters 
from correspondents are published

(Lucian in Vancouver News Adver
tiser.)

Recent events in New Brunswick 
recall some interesting episodes in 
the political history of that province 
The ministry which is about to dis
appear is the successor of the admin 
istration establihed by Mr. Hazen in 
1908, and continued with certain 
changes by Mr. Flemming, Mr. Clark 
and Mr. Murray.

From 1883 to 1908 ministries led 
by Mr. Blair, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Em- 
merson, Mr. Tweedie, Mr. Pugsley 
and Robinson were, with successive 
phases, the cabinet organized by Mr. 
Blair in 1883. Mr. Blair had been 
lealer of a small opposition to the 
ministry led by Mr. Fraser. The lat
ter went to the bench, and Mr. D. L. 
Hanington, an able lawyer, succeed
ed him, with E McLeod, now Chief

este. Coalition under a responsible 
ministry keeps the leader ever un 
certain of his supporters. He muet 
be on the lookout to see whether any 
of his crowd are negotiating better 
terms with the opposition.

If Messrs. Hanington and McLeod 
had these anxieties, they felt relieved 
after the first vote was taken. They 
probably felt sdfe hi allowing some 
of their associates to drift out of 
their sfghL If they had detectives 
engaged they seemed to have dis
missed them.

The day after the government was 
sustained and its triumph wlas an
nounced in. the government press, 
Mr Blair arose in a careless kind of 
way and moved that the government 
lacked the confidence of the House. 
Ministers did not understand why Mr 
Blair was not satisfied with one

Justice of New Brunswick, as Attor-j bdating. He did not explain. He did 
ney General, and the late Chief Jus; not bother making any speech. Neither 
tice Landry as colleague. | did they. They asked for the mem-

The House was dissolved In 18821 bers to be called in and waited for 
and In the June election the Hantng-jthe nuisance to be over. Their fol- 

h *on S°venunen^ was sustained by a’ lowing of 23 or 24 out of the 42 had 
with the distinct ♦ I substantial majority. There was the; been in friendly conversation withthe opinion, expressed in sucîfetîeîs ^ "T *‘,“5

are not necessarily those of The|
Union Advocate. |

Letters which in the judgment of
sive tef anyone6 wMl noTh^mihihüwi sPeaker was elected, and, on the fi-st; hrrror and dismay sat upon the faces 

No îet^î wU. bé nunlisL^^thn^t'' Vision, the ministers were sus-'** the ministers. The government 
the signature of its author ta’ned by a majority of several. ! was defeated. Never did a group of

____________ * ' These were coalition days. There; minister* feel more foolish. There
TTnirm was no party restraint on members.I were more searchings of heart over

n o, p. They could thus attend to principles ! this division than over the division of
Dear Sir.-Please allow me space „„„ This situation Reuben.

Having determined on inquiry

So it came as a shock when one 
met In February, and the govern-! them, whose nllegiamce had not 
ment settled down for a comfortable j been questioned, voted yes. When he 

1 session. The ministerial nominee for! was followed by another and a third,

in your valuable paper, as 1 would a",l ra'l",inist™tion 
like to know if there Is any commis- mlght P'e™ °
loner for the road through Nowlau I ”OW CTy confound thelr Politics” 
ville Settlement and if there is, is he1 ... 
at homo or fishing this winter? ij* , 
must nay this road is a disgrace pa”,' 
loth to the settlement and the peo- stltictly t0 ,thelr 
fie who are living in It. It came to 
■e that I had to make a call to 
(bouse in Nowlanvllle one night and 
from the time I left Nelson until
«rrived at my destination, I am sure 
In some places the snow was ten feet 
deep. A farmer of that district told 
me they expected Mr. Commissioner 
along In a few days with his wing 
plow, but if he don’t get busy Mr. 
July will get there ahead of him.

And I would like to know if the 
people of this country are paying 
taxes, for good roads in the summer 
and bad roads in winter.

Thanking you, Mr. Editor for space 
I remain,

B. A. ALWARD,
Bar nab y River, March 26, 1917.

JOURNALISTIC AMENITIES!

“The Tribune says that the Graphic 
bàs slandered too many of our best 
cttizéns. We would like to know who 
they are. At all events we have not 
yet had our face slapped by any of 
“the prominent citizens” and then 
cried baby and gone to court to get 
satisfaction.

Nor have we been called up by

But in fact it releasel men from loy- 
to their associates and their 
and left (hem free to attend 

own personal inter

phone and told that but for a fact 
that we were a pauper we would be 
haulel to court for certain slanderous 
statentetats.V—CajnpbetytosL Graphic.

(Moncton Times)
One of the Transcript's editor’s 

hallucinations is that because oppon
ents seldom stoop to his level in 
newspaper warfare he can indulge in 
all sorts of abuse without retort in 
kind. And when he is worsted he 
resorts to his usual cutt'e-fish tactics 
and whines for sympathy. He some
times claims to posses the qualities 
of the British bull-dog, but the St. 
John Standard has aptly dubbed him 
the Moncton Cur, who barks and 
snaps from the rear and when turned 
on drops his tail between his legs 
and runs for safety.'

(Moncton Transcript)
That she-bear The Fredericton 

Gleaner is growling over the alleged 
indecency of the provincial opposi
tion in demanding that the provin
ce government shall resign office and 
allow the will of tj;e people to come 
into effect. I

that this was no idle joke, the gov
ernment resigned.. Presently two of 
the gay deceivers turned up in the 
Blair ministry. The third was taken 
in later. Some time after a small 
letter was discovered which used to 
be passed quietly around as a his
toric curiosity. It w»as an agreement 
by a member elected to support the 
Hanfngton government that he would 
vote for the other side on the pay
ment of a few hundred dollars, the 
amount to be doubled if his vote 
should turn the government out

Mr. Blair held the premiership for 
12 years after that and then went to 
Ottawa as Minister of Railways, 
leaving ro hie colleagues the succes
sion, which was handed down for 12 
years more. Only once was the Blair 
ministry in grave peril, and that ts 
another story.

At the end of his second term there 
came an agitation in one of the turn 
her counties for a reduction of 
stumpage. The government consid
ered the stumpage reasonable. It 
needed the money and refused the 
concession. Thereupon the lumber 
interests in Northumberland county 
combined -with the opposition and put 
up a strong and successful ticket. At 
the ealhe time a conscientious ap
pointment was made In SL John, 
which caused a revolt of government 
supportera and their union with the 
opposition. Thus it came to pass at

the election that Mr. Blair was left 
without an adequate majority.

The premier did not resign. He 
Is said jto have repeated the remark 
of an eminent character. “The re
sources ôf civlllztion are not yet ex 
hausted.” There waa no shaking 
the St. John group, which had car
ried the riding by a large majority. 
But North cmberlnd had discarded 
politics and was going In for prlnci 
pies. So Mr. Blair reluctantly made 
the stumpage concessions, and even 
went bo far aa to give them retro
spective effort, applying the low rate 
to (he previous season’s lumber cut. 
The Northumberland four elected 
made hard conditions. They not only 
obtained this reduction, but they 
caused one of their number to be 
made surveyor-general, which 1» the 
same thing as minister of lands. This 
made it certain that the concession 
would be real and not offset by sev
ere scaler».

The arrangement is historicITy 
known In New Brunswick as “(he 
Northumberland Deal.” It is one of 
the illustrations of the possibilities 
of a no-party government. As the 
participants were not in favor of poli 
tics it couM not be charged that 
they had changed their politics. They 
were in harmony with the anthem 
and had confounded politics. They 
maintained afterward that they had 
stood by thefr principles. When aj 
St. John merchant pointed out that 
the conduct of Mr. Blair in cancelling 
revenues already due resembled that 
of the Unjust Steward, In the Scrip
tures. one of the North
umberland men replied “And 
the Lord commendel the Un
just Steward, because he had done 
wisely.’’

However (Ms may be, no punish
ment befell the steward or the debt
or. The member who became sur
veyor general was afterwards pre 
mier and governor of the province, 
and the other day the chief lumber
man of the four was elected to the 
legislature. He will probably be in 
the new ministry.”

GET YOUR
NEW HAT AND SUIT

AT eREAGHANS’
On Easter Sunday you will want to lay aside that old winter hat and don a 

new Spring Style. Right here we have the latest display that’s ever been on ex
hibition in this town—and prices are absolutely as low as at any time since war 
commenced.

are here also in “chic” styles that young men will 
feel proud to wear—They are Çmade with new 
models of “‘Pinch Pack" and "Form Fitting" style*.The Nèw Suits

We have nearly every Color, and can please Men 
of every age and taste.

Suits Range from $8.00 to $25.00

Hate Range from $1.50 to $4.50 and come in “Stetson", “Walthausen”* 
“Borsolino”, “Wilkinson”, “Boston" and numerous other leading 
makes.

L / MITED
WHERE THE GOOD GOODS COME FROM
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Hon. Mr. Blondin’s Act
Silences His Traducers

COUNTER CHECK BOOKS
Great Time Savers 
Great* Trouble Savers 
Great Money Savers 
For All Merchants

No Merchant who endeavors to run his business system
atically, efficiently, economically, without unnecessary 
worry, avoidable mistakes and useless friction between 
himself and his customers, can afford to do without 
Counter Check Books.

The “Imperial" line of Counter Check Books includes a wide variety of 
books, among which is one specially suited to the requirements of your 
business. Whether your business be large or small an “Imperial" Counter 
Check Book will make the day’s work of yourself and your clerks easier 
and more profitable.

You’re not in business for your health. The elimination of unnecessary 
waste of time, worry, and money means more profits every time. You want 
more profit. The use of “Imperial” Counter Check Books will increase 
your profits.

We have a full line of samples of “Imperial" Counter Check Books and 
we sell at manufacturers’ prices. You can buy these books from us as 
cheaply as you can buy them anywhere We want to sell them to yon.

Come in and pick out the book that best suits your business, or write ns 
for prices on the book you are ntiw using, if it fills the bill.

THE UNION ADVOCATE
1m i%

The news of Hon. Mr. Blond in‘a 
courageous and patriotic ration in 
resigning his portfolio to figîit for his 
country overseas he* aroused extra
ordinary interest and enthusiasm 
from one end of Canada to the other

Editorial comment has voiced in 
emphatic tones the popujar approval 
of his stand, as may be Judged by 
the foüowtBg excerpts front promin
ent papers:

The Halifax Herald: “The Hon. P 
L Blondin’s resignation as Postmas
ter-general Jo serve His country with 
the overseas forces will have a great 
effect on recruiting to the province 
ot Quebec. Mr. Blondin is one of 
t.he leading French-Can adian orators, 
and very populMLin his native prov
ince.

“Party mad Liberal newspapers 
have frequently referred to him as 
Nationalist, and questioned his loy 
ally. Since entering tl'.e Borden 
cabinet he has taker, the firmest 
stand for British connection, and 
since the outbreak of the war has 
stumped Quebec, urging his compat
riots to enlist. Many young men 
have answered his call.

"'Mr. Blondin Is convinced that 
Quebec must do. and will do. better. 
For a time he lays r.aide the cares 
of office and dons tfcn King's uni 
form. Hla patriotic stand will be 
applauded throughout Canada and 
the Mother Country. Quebec will 
follow the lead of the Postmaster- 
General."
The Kingston Standard: "AH Canada 
will applaud the action of the Hon. 
P. E. Blondin resigning as Postmas
ter General of the Dominion In order 
that he may serve his country and 
his King in the overseas forces of 
Canada. It is the noble answer of a 
b’ave and chivalrous French-Cana 
(Han gentleman to the sneers and 
taunts of unworthy opponents. But 
it is rao'e than this. It is a patriotic 
example to his men of hig own prov
ince and a splendid proof to the rest 

Canada that there are French- 
Canadians who give up high posi
tions and a~c ready to give up life 
itself, for the sake of the British Em
pire and old France.

“Sir Edward Kemp proposes that 
Mr. Blondin be asked to form a 
I’rench-Canadian battalion and lead 
it. We have no doubt that he will 
quickly form the battalion, and wo 
also have no doubt that when he 
leads it against the Huns he will not 
only fight well for his country and 
King, but also for the sake of pun
ishing as many of the brutes as 
possible, who are answerable for the 
long drawn out agony of a previous 
Canadian Postmaster General, the 
Hon Dr Beland, who is undergoing 
cruel imprisonment in Germay. and 
also for whet amounts to murder et 
their hands of his brave and loving 
wlfb.”

The London Free Preee: "The re
signation of Postmaster-General 
BiondiA from the Borden Govern 
ment In order that he might enlist 
in the country’s service at the front 
Is a noble example before the coun 
try.

"The Hon. Mr. Blondin la only two 
years within the military age limit 
having been born in 1874. He held 
•n Important position In the Govern 
ment of Canada. He gave of hla spare 
time freely In speruiting exhortations 
and he might with reaaon have said 
that he was ’doing his bit*

“He has chosen, however, to sacri
fice hla place In the Government and 
to step hook Si to private life, so that 
ho may serve l^s King and country 
In another and more vital capacity.

"Instead of being content with en
couraging others, to enlist, be ban him 
self enlisted; Instead of nailing those 
about him to make secrtAooe of* place 
and privilege, hi himself gives ep his 
peat aa g mlrtstar of the oaowtt, one 
of $he highest honore to which any 
Canedtaa map aspire.

“The incident Is the more encour
aging and noteworthy because there 
have been those who have delighted 
to misrepresent the Postmaster Gen
eral, even to charge him with being

attitude in the great conflict better 
understood. Particularly will this 
proposed recruiting campaign for a 
battalion to go overseas rally the 
people ot his native province as 

1 nothing else has done since the com
mencement of the war. French 
Canadians in the West must feel 
that, they owe him a debt of gratitude 
for his noble and courageous act” 

The Victoria Colonist: “Hie (Mr. 
Blondin’s) decision to go on active 
service is at once a powerful Incen

tive to recruiting in Quebec and a 
stinging rebuke to hie political tra
ducers. The Liberale have times out 
of number questioned his patriotism. 
The reply he has now given should 
silence even the bitterest of hla op
ponents.

“The cabinet’s logs Is Quebec's end 
the Empire's gain and In the Fresush- 
Canadlan province Mr Blondin’s de
cision should have instantaneous re
sult.’’

untrue to Canada. It will not rest! 
wiÇh them further to pursue these, 
reprehensible tactico, for to no more 
certain way Is it possible for men 
to prove the depth of their patriotism 
than In the way that the Hon P El 
Blondin, French-Caabflian, National
ist, has adopted.

"Nationalism in the Borden Govern I 
ment has at the same time given an j 
unanswerblo reply to (he Opposi-j 
tlon, who have said that Qiese menj 
were holding the Government back; 
In their war efforts. Mr. Blondin and I 
his feilow-Nationalistfs In the Gov-| 
ernment have been unsparing in 
their efforts to awaken Quebec to the
ncceesity of enlistment. They havcj 
defended the war on every occasion, ■ 
and only recently in die election in 
Dorchester they were called upon to! 
meet the Opposition of an accredited, 
Laurier candidate, who said that Can 
ada ought not to destroy herself for 
England, and who complained at the 
I>ayment of war taxes.

"Nationalism, as represented in the 
Borden Government, Is not in doubt j 
before the country.”

The Winnipeg Telegram: The ac
tion of the Hon. P E Blondin in 
tendering his resignation as Post
master-General In order to join the 
Canadian army, will silence forever 
those critics who have been caviling 
at the Government for its inclusion 
In the cabinet of a man whose early 
political career was assoclted with 
the more radical wing of the Nation 
allst party to Quebec.

“Not that the Hon. Mr. Blondin 
needed to resort to any such exped
iency to prove his loyalty. All his 
acts and all hig words since he as
sumed the responsibilities of office 
have been such as tp prove his ei- 
tire sympathy with the present day 
spirit of Canadianism, whatever may 
have been his views p-ovious to 1911

"His present action is inspired by 
patrotlc and disinterested motives.
T should and undoubtedly will, have 
the effect of inspiring others of his 
race to disregard, as he has done, 
the pleadings of those self-constitut
ed and misguided leaders of a section 
cf F'ench-speaking Canadians, and 
Induce many of them to eqlist in 
their country’s cause.

“It will also do much to remove 
the latent prejudice that exists in 
some parts of Canada as to Quebec's 
real attitude towards the war, and 
in that particular will rank alongside 
the record of the Hon H 6 Beland,; 
who formerly held the portfolio j 
now surrendered by Mr Blondin and 
who is now a prisoner of war, and 
with tjhat of Captain Papineau, 
now serving with the colors and 
whoso famous letter to Henri Bour- 
asea con$tltutee an Intellect#!,1I mas 
terpiece and a complete answer to 
those of hie race who have tried to 
make 1( appear that French Canada 
has no part to the great issue.

The Vancouver Ne we-Advertiser: 
“This ie not a split In the cabinet, 
Mr. Blondin taa no quarrel with hie 
colleagues. He has a quarrel with 
Germany. Year» ago Mr. Blondin 
talked against Imperialism. This 
ct rd has been brought up egatost him 
by political opponents during the 
war, as the same thing might have 
been need against Sir WEfrtd Laur
ier, who went a great deal further 
than Mr. Blondin. But Mr. Blondin’s 
resignation of the cabinet position 
in order to ta^e part In the war Is 
flood enough Imperallsm. It will also 
be wogth more than many 
to Quebec as a recruiting

The Vancuver 
"The Dally Provi 
din's resignation will Jmve a most 
Inspiring eftect end f* re
sults to Quebec, ssrmin to make Its

WANTED
Butter and eggs weekly, at the 

Miramichi Hospital. Also a girl or 
woman for up-stairs work. Apply to 
MRS. RICHARDS, at the Miramichi 
Hospital. 14-
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Fruit
Groceries

Confectionery 
Bread and Cake 

Canned Goods 
Breakfast Foods

| A Fresh and Full Line always kept in Stock

|WM. FERGUSON, Fish B 'id
PHONE 14 4 24-

recruiting argument." 
r pully pEe: 
vine* believes Hlon- 
i will bn re
»ud m.
aerrtte to

NOTICE

Owing to the sharp advisee *f 
and the shortened terms ef credit, we 
would ask all persons harieg tocMMt 
with us To call and settle — er make 
satisfactory arrangements. A6 aoceeets 
of six months standing not settled by 
April 15th will be handed ia fer ceMeetiee 
without further notice.

MÇHS0N & TROY
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