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TORONTO, FRIDAY, JANUARY 3l.

PARLIAMENTARY GOVB'%N-
MENT—A CONTRAST.

WitHIN a couple of weeks the first’

session of the néw Dominion Parliament
will be opened at Ottawa with royal
ceremonies, and ministers and members
will settle down to the practical work of
legislating for the country’s needs. The
app! ingsension: -will undoubtedly
prove axceptio psting and im-
portant, and there is good reason to
believe that the visitors at the capital
will be more nuiférous than heretofore,
and cemprise a considerable sprinkling of
Americans, including journalists. Con-
trasts will naturally be made between
political life in Canada and in the
Republic, and the comparison we believe
* will not result o our disadvantage.

Phe legislative machinery of the Do-
minion is undoubtedly costly, but it is
pre-eminently efficient. . That of the
United States is also expensive, .but
much more cumbersome and less effec-
tive. Members of #he United States
Ministry are less directly responsible to
the people than are their colleagues here,
and our parliamentary government ren-
ders them, moreover, more immediately
subject to the wuhmfr the elocm, as

ves.
Ry Gt Gearmume e be custed
from office by the adoption of a motion
of want of confidence by the House of
Commons, but an Américan Presidert is

elected fer a te ndy surrounded by
ministers of his &‘3‘

josing, he defies
the populace. He éaf; ‘Indeed, only be
removed by impeachment, and after their
experience in the case of, ANDREW
Jomnson, such an experiment will
not again be readily tried. Cabi-
net officers have no seats in
Congress ; but - in the Canadian”|

Patliament the jon of a scat is
practically euenme holding of a
portfolio, and- Mimistérs are thereby
ready to answef<questions respecting
their several departmeiits. A proposition
has, however, been-Jduile in the ' Re-
public to return’ to ‘this, the English
system, whereby legislation is materially
facilitated. - A marked difference exists as
reﬁu-da the technical points and diffi-
culties reised in the parliamentary
bodies of the two comntries. The rules
of Congress constitute a peculiar and in-
tricate system which few members
understand, but these rules may be used
by that minority to thwart legislative
action even when such is of vital im-
portance to the public inferests. A
small handbook cofifains the rules,
orders and forms of‘propeedings of our
House of Commons, and they are seldom
strained even by the hon. member
for Chateauguay, the Nemesis of de-
bate. The fact that, according to
Senator Hoar, the House has no op-
rtunity to discuss, as a deliberative
y, the amendments made By the
United States Senate to abill, is a serious
drawback to efficient legislation. Several
thousands of bills are introduced in
Con every session. Almost the
hoE of these'are referred without de-
bate to a committee, and ordered to be
rinted, and that is the end of them, so
as regards ional action. But

the American li is even more ex-

upon his 4 o

goes down to the House on some even-
ing set apart for debate, and forms one
of a small company oli members who
read portions of speeches, get permis-
sion t];-) print them in full in the official
Congressional record, anfl subsequently
distribute copies of the spl®ndid ora-
tions (which were never delivered)
among the constituents. - This abuse
* does not exist here.  According to the
rules of the Canadian Parliament, a
member is not permitted to vead his
speech—and that rule has been enforced
on several occasions—and no speech ever
appeared in the Dominion Hansard
which had not been delivered, although
it may have been in a more dis-
connected and clumsy form. Many
a Canadian legislator obtains ‘' a
reputation - for shrewdness and
ability on a very small capital of either
brains er indusiry, but an American
Congressman occasionally is known as a
legislative orator when he has simply
. said ““Mr. Speaker,” and obtained an
order to print his manuscript, which has
often been prepared by a clever writer.
The use of the form of moving the pre-
vious question is largely used across the
lines, and almost every measure is
upon under its operation. The bulk of
the business in Congress is framed on
the reecommendations of forty-seven
standing committees, to which there are
always added several special committees.
Of these, the four principal are privi-
leged to report at any time, but the rest
report in turn. This leads to & hasty
i of business, lest all the commit-
tees should not have the opportunity to
report, and the result is that the debate
is stiflied and amendments shut
of i order to. reach a vote
The ecomparatively small number of
Parliamentary committees at Ottawa
would seem m to :t Washington
politician, quiet manner in
which their reports are presented, dis-

disposed of, would appeir a tame,
though business-like, ing. At
our capital there is an absence of lady
lobbyiats such as operate in the Ameri-
can capitol, led by their recognized
queen; and their place is suppled by
prosy tes, who bore Ministers and
miembers alike. Among the advantages

hich the Canadian system may claim
over that of the United States, the ab-
sence of professional lobbyists is per-
hsplnot&e least, and it will be well
for the eountry’s welfare if, in this par-
ticular at least, we fail to follow the ex-
ample of our neighbours either during
the coming session or during our par-
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Tas Reform parfy when in Opposi-
tion proposed the following reforms, and
pledged itself to carry them out :

(1.) Senate ization.

(2.) Reduction of Number of Cabinet |2

Ministers.
(3.) Neutrality between Federal and

Local Governments. X
(4.) Reduction of Governor-General’s

(5.) No Coalitions.
(6.) Maintenance of Independence of
Parliament.
.) Economy.
g.; Pa‘rlia.mgntary Control over Pub-
. lic Expenditare. :
In addition som® of its most promin-,

).Bnduc;lg;x of Local Ministers’

es.
4.) Abolition of Tax Exemptions.
gél} Law Reform.
e refuses to undertake these
reforms. Query—Why do Mr. Brown's
followers call themselves Reformers ?

THE INDEMNITY MATTER.

During the debate upon the indemnity
question it was made manifest that a
petition had been presented to the mem-
bers of the Government, suggesting an
increase in the indemnity. The fact of
& general concurrence in the move on
the part of the members was not sought
to be concealed ; indeed it was manifest-
ed plainly by the debate that took place
at the time. It is not necessary to dis-
cuss the question of the propriety or
otherwise of the Government exposing
through their organ this petition, that
in the meantime had been quietly
pigeon-holed. That is after all a matter
of taste, and may strike people differ-
ently. To present the matter, however,
Jin the garbled form in which it appeared,
.t g Do ntosiiiee
: organ, but something
better was to be X from the
members of Mr. Mowar’s government.
In presenting the documentyto the pub-
lic, it is ingeniously made to appear’
that it was signed only by Conservative
members when, in fact, the majority of
those signing it were good and faithful
supporters of the Government. The
majerity, we say advisedly, for of the
sixty-six signatures to the document,
twenty-four only were Opposition mem-
bers, and forty su rs of the Admin-
istration. In that itvmay be
placed properly and fairly before the
public, we give, as follows, the petition
itself with the names of those of the
Government supporters who signed it:

“ To the Homourable the Executive Council
of the Province of Oniario:

‘“ The Petition of the Legislature of the

Province of Ontario praying that the Gov-

ernment will, initssspplementary estimates,

bring down a clause increasing the im-

demnity to the members of this Legisla-

ture, to one thousand dollars for each Ses-
sional allowance.”

Appleby, Hay,
Bﬁnn e, Hunter,

Clarke (Norfolk),
Clarke (Wellington),
que,_

THE COST OF GOVERNMENT.
Ir any one remains unconvineed of
the necessity for economy in legislation
and in the cost of government generally,
{77,“ were submitted the other
with the Accounts. for 1871. In

¥y ypei i

1871 the salaries of the Lieut.-Gover-
nor’s office  were $1,495, and the con-
tingencies $306 ; total, $1,801. In 1877
salaries were $2,400, and contingencies
$981 ; total, $3,381, or nearly double
#he cost in 1871. To say that his Hon,
our’s labours hawe also increased two-
fold is preposterous. Our King street
contemporary used to say they were
nil, and it was not far astray. The in-
crease is unjustifiable. It is the result
of the monstrous system that begins by
paying a clerk $1,000 for doing three
months’ work im the year, and then
ordains that he shall receiye a periodical
increase or an assistant on the ground
that his labours  are growing heavier.
The working of “this system is perhaps
best displayed under the head of Legis-
lation. In 1871 Mr. Speaker was paid
$1,000 per session and $400 indemnity,
or $1,400 for eight hours work a day for,
on the average, fifty working days ; or
nearly four dollars an hour. Now, he
gets $1,600 for his duties in the chair,
and $800 for the indemmity, or $2,300
in all, being about six dollars an hour !
The Olerk of the Assembly in 1871 was
paid $1,400 a year, with free quarters
and royal ~attendance in the buildings.
He works: during the session, say two
months, and for two mo:ﬁu g

preparing 80 ; in
all for about one-fltird of the year. It
in not e i hard work, even
while it lasts. - It requires no profession-
al training. Anybody with a fair edu-
cation could do it. Accordingly omne
would have thought that $1,400 a year
with free quarters was remuneration
enough, but to-day the salary is $1,800,
with free quarters as before. It may be
said that the work has increased, but no
one will pretend to say that even now

point. I a man does not feel en-
couraged and rewarded with that re-
muneration for that service, he should
be driven from office without compunc-
tion. Thousands of capable men would
gladly do the work for the money,
and then think themnelv;:k su r-emm;
ently well encouraged. e the case 0!
the gergesnhb—Arms. That officer, an
important one, no doubt, guarding as he
does with sleepless yigi the symbol
$400 per session,

€ dollars per
day ! The plea of increase of du

inlhardlydointhin case either ; and
if it be maid that the extra $200 was
given byﬂ;ty of w ing faithful
service, answer is that Sergeant-
at-Arms who will not well and truly
the'mace for eight dollars a day,
18 far too costly an for this
Province, The case of the Clerk of the

4

ent leaders pmopo?l the following :

ask | ance, that there is always a

‘“ month !” " “ Work !’
disgusted clerk, “ I had to work

““ don't ex me to work at an:

‘“but a rise of pay now that I

“ here 1” L ;
h'l'he salaries in 1871 and 1877 stand
thus :

1871, 1877,
$ 2,400

11,380
16,900
16,226

18,702
40,060
16,186

o 11,500

7,670

$103,910 $141,024

The items under the head of ‘¢ Mis-

“ cellaneous” include inspection of pub-

l%i: institutions. The contingencies stand
thus :

Lien t - Governor's

ce.
Attorney-General and
Executive Council ...

1871. 1877.

Lieut.-Governor’soffice, § 306 $ 981
Att’y-Gen’l and Execu-

tive Council.«...... 2,602

Sanatacy sl Bogia 1064

tary an istrar, 1,094

iculture and Public

orks,

3,310
2,174
5,129

©.2,662 * 5,114

8,454 11,841

2,740

5,775

S i ¥ 2,214

tationery, printing, &c.- 17,398

Pnnhn;riﬂg:l &c y 1,998

Library, 2,629
Repairs, not included

10,874

a % 7,816
¢ $47,566  $72,177

The indemnity paid to members in
1871 was $37,809, and in 1877 $69,109.
Add the indemnity to salaries and con-
tingencies, and we arrive at the cost of
Civil Government and Legislation :

1871. 1877.
$103,910 $141,024

47,566 72,177

37,809 69,109

$189,285 .  $282,310
In 1871 the general elections were held,
and in order to make a fair comparison
with 1877, we have omitted the cost of
the elections, viz., $19,605. Otherwise
the above agree absolutely with
the in the Public Accounts.
This is an increase in 1877 as compared
with 1871 of $93,000, or fifty cent !
At the same raté of increase the cost of
Civil Government and Legislation seven
years hence will be close en half a
million a year! No further argumen
in behalf of a sweeping measure of econ
omy is necessary. The number of mem-
bers is excessive, and their indemnity is
excessive. Ministers are too well paid,
andafew of theirsubordinatesalso, consid-
ering the time they devote to their duties.
And, lastly, the yearly account for con:
tingencies is preposterously heavy: The
Province, taking into account the cost of
Dominign and Municipal government,
cannot afford to pay so much for Provin-
cial government. The public interest,
the interest of this and oonﬁ gener-
ations, demands a wholesale

and if the men who call themselves
Reformers are afraid to undertake the
work, let them give place to others who
are not. To the taxpayer it does not

quickly
N Ne———

THE CONSTITUTIONAL QUES-
TION. :

Mgz. MowaT’s brief remarks last Tues-
day, on what may be termed the Algoma
quibble, prove conclusively that, politi-
cally speaking, he cannot see beyond the
tip of his nose. So far as the construc-
tion of statutes is concerned, his Chan-
cery microscope may or may not be a
trustworthy instrument ; but it is now
clear enough that constitutional ques-
tions are utterly beyond its range. It
is true that he could prattle childishly
about the ‘‘ strict letter,” and also the
““ spirit” of the conmstitution, whatever
the latter may have meantin his mouth;
yet, for any enlarged view of the con-
sequences flowing from his opinion we
look in vain. ' The Premier tells the
people, in plain language, that he has
complied with the requirement of the
law ; the present House has had its
four sessions, and made itself se ex-
ceedingly disagreeable that he does not
want to meet another until he is obli
to doso. If he had dissolved Parlia-
ment weeks ago, it woul® have made no
difference ; because, whether all the
constituencies went for - or against him,
it must have been n to wait for
and the popular verdict, as
from eighty-seven constituen-
cies, could be a matter of no

uénce to him, whatever it
ight be to the country. The
B. N. A. Act ordains that the House
shall last four years from the return of
the writs, and no longer ; but a clause in
the election law, digcovered only lately,
enables us to get rid of election troubles
until next autumn, if we like. Thisis
the outecome of responsible government
in the hands of the Neo-Reformers.
Mr. Scorr had cornered these new
lights when he cited the tions
e ing the e ion; m.‘.iMow::l"ls
escape was, as ought e -
ing Enm ¢ formal proolu."utiom.’ But
the real question is, not whether they
were formal or purpesive, but whether or
not they were lying proclamations, post-
ming the maeti.ni‘of a House which
no existence. no Parliament ex-
isted none could be prorogued, and
under these circumstances issue of
such proclamations was not a pious fic-

a downright and palpable falsch
whmh'tll\:%nm of the day osm
the Lieutenant-Governor to sanction by
his signature., The Premier admits that
nol ever dreameéd of raising the
question whether the House was com-
then ; of course not, because the
quibble wasnot wanted until now. The
use of these successive

of
e

thaﬁopleinformed.oftho y

ren them secure by the assur-
in vacation as well as in session, and
that, contrary to his

‘3 ! cannot be an interval of months during

matter :hn.hﬂhmgwh_odoui}, be |
SiesSiie 2 o

tion obeyed beeause of its antiquity, but | ARTHUR

¢ | safer means of progress

‘“ enough to get the job; surely you | violates that

"¢ us peace in our time”

terial prayer, regardless of principle or
future contingency. ~They are emphati-
cally hand-to mouth f[‘)ohtmhnl, not
statesmen. Timid as fawns, they are
by no means guileless. To stave off
ugly questions is their chief aim in pub-
lin‘h'e,sndin doingﬁlo they are t:;)t
without a certain fluttering sagacity ;
their wisdom is that of the dove, and
they are quite as harmless as the ser-
pent. Were it otherwise, would they
methilmtferof the duration of the
House in so us & position 7 Isit
wise to wait until the Supreme Court or
the Judicial Committeé snubs them by
declaring either that their construction
of the law, or the law itself, is at fault ?

THE CHANGE IN IMPERIAL

E OPINION.

Ir is interesting to watch in the press
the signs of a great change in the opinions
of the people of the British islands con-
cerning the relations” of Canada to the
Empire. Those who are most fgmiliar
with the phases ¢f opinion which pre-
vailed during the years 1866-7-8-9 in
some parts of these colonies, and during
the first two of these four'years in Great
Britain, will be most apt to notice the
signs of the change, the revolution,
which has taken place in less than the
decade.

In the earlier period to which we
refer there had grown up in England a
feeling that the relations of England to
the colonies were but slight ties, easily
broken and soon to be severed. There
had grown up a school which professed
this doctrine as ‘a prime political postu-
late. It waslike the wave of ‘“cold
““ water cure,” or * hot water cure,” or
‘¢ vegetable diet,” which at times sweeps
over a community, affecting even the
most cautious minds with the most singu-
lar ooosnh'liicities. This t'upro;lt u(:f
stran ou
ooonogemxml' thme.cy 'm'which 0 <
trade school had hammered into the
minds of the British people. Every-
thing was to be utilitarian. Everything
that was not utilitarian was to be cut
ic::(vln and cast into thetﬁreﬁti)ibo}mmgri.e

among things not utilitarian,
i l?‘gnemlly were classed and

marked for the fire. In England Mr.
GrapsToNE and Lord van.t..z were

uction ; ship

mﬁy colonies public -opinion was
ually doubtful, but not so unexpress-
3. Iyti-trnothntinthheountrythere
was no constitutional means of getting
at public feeling on such a question ; it
being manif| out of the question that
Imperial liaoould be made an im-
porh.ntef:n in our elections, and
the education of the colonial press, no
less than that of the Imperi ress,
being quite unequal to a thorough dis-
cussion of the subject. But the ques-
tion of our relations -with the British
E:fire did 1;1 a ml:au&re find itself
e.a part of our political programmes.
We may say as a general rule, that the
Liberal-Conservative party opposed the
separatist propagandism of the English
Liberals, while the Rouge, if not the
whole Grit party approved of the
policy and looked forward, with
gsomething of pleasure, to the
logical completion of it in annexation.
In the newspapers of the date of 1867
and 1868, and even in 1869, we used to
read startling articles headed—* Whither
“ are we Drifting?’ And the answer
in most cases was that we were drifting
into the arms, the o] arms, of the
Republic. The agitation in Nova Scotia
against the Union, and the cries that
were raised for repeal, had much to do
with disturbing the public mind of Can-
ada, and with encouraging in the minds
of our rivals over the border a hope of
the disruption of the Dominion: The
cessation of that agitation, after the
statesmanlike efforts of Sir JOEN Mao-
poNaALp and Dr. Turrer (who was not
then in the Cabinet, but who had gone
to England to give his advice to the
British Government), combined with the
triotic negotiations of the late Mr.
OWE the present Senator
MoLELAN, omuedf a oe-sgoenhd.o
of the separatist feeling in wer
Provinces where it was particularly
strong, The advent of the Conserva-
tives in power put an end to the
separatist Kooelingmd icy in Great
Britain. In one of the earhiest speeches
which Mr. DiseraEul’ made  after his
elevation to power, he indicated his de-
sire that the colonies should take a more
important place in the e of
Imperial advancement. is views were
seconded Eill Lord CarNARVON, in
ﬁoobeseq y indicative of a changed
perial policy. The visit of Prince
&o.d much to revive the old feel-
ing of loyalty to the Throne. The join-
ing of in the Washington Treaty
had much to do in exciting 1. mo;s ﬁé
perial feelingamong our e—afeel
which th; luooa-:;glh“in%e:%foftho Fish-
erigs’ arbitration not, course,
tended to lessen. And if we add that
the coping stone placed upon the

was
tions new_ltmctgfro of Imperial policy when

a Princess the house was con-
ﬂdbdto'themoofmm,wodnll
be indicating a feeling which is prevalent

should attem
relations of the colonies to Great Britain.
But we have no fear of - such a mistake.
The ive party of England
understands well that governments
once established should be trusted to their
own development, and that growth is a
pleuurof o
‘We welcome with great *eve!
additional evidence of the deep inter:o’t
which the British press takes in our

DISMISSALS FROM OFFICE. .

Quis furor, O cives? Why do the
Gentiles rage about dismissals? If Sir
JouN MacpoNaLp’s Government had
flung out of office more than half the
apgointees of the late Administration the
Opposition press could not make a more
dismal agitation. In the face of Mr.
MackeNzIE’s open boast that he had dis-
missed one hundred and nineteen officials
appointed by Sir JemN MAcDONALD’S
Government before their resignation,

. | the present agitation over the dismissal

of half a dozen or so of useless, needless,
or improper persons looks singularly
ridiculous. Our  Reform friends
mistake, we , fear, the tem
of the country on the question of di
missals and in regard to the appointees
of the late Government. From whatever
cause it arose, it is the general opinion
of the public that the Civil Service suf-
fered in its social as well as in its pively
departmental character, during the late
regime. We do not need to be over
gtrﬁcuhr in pointing out examples ;
ut the experience of most observerk
will have taught them that there are a
number of jackdaws strutting about in
peacock’s feathers, as well as a
very considerdble number of per-
sons quite unfit for the per-
formance of any serious dut[vx; We
could particularize if need be. We
could tell of officials of the Reform per-
suasion who have been mupenaedpi
their own friends for incompetency, and
only kept in office as the price of their
relatives’ support. And yet if these men
were now di we should hear a
good deal about *‘ dismissals for political
reasons”’—* American ”—and so
The opinion of the public on
these questions is just now in
advance of the opinion of Government.
The public would tolerate, and, indeed,
welcome & much sterner measure of dis-
missal than the Government is disposed
to deal out. The Government is pursu-
ing a most conservative policy. The
Government is resisting pressure with
the full determination that the Civil
Service shall be a “‘ profession,” as Lord
DurrFeRIN said ; and we believe that
steps will be taken to have the whole
subjbct of the tenure of the Civil Service
thoroughly looked into. No dismissals
have been made except for cause, and
the cause has been in each case some-
m serious, and impossible to be over-

Baut the Oppo:itionvpe-ople seem de-

-termined that the Govemmentllnllg::

no eredit. They cry out against w
is done ; they “know not what's re-
‘¢ gisted.” Every species of mi
sentation has been resorted to. e

ment. We have explained the case
of PerrY., And as for the rest,
even the mildest Grit papers have

| alleged that Sir Jomx MacDoNALD is

Enonsll to keep in even the
ieutenant-Governor of - Quebec—so
conservative of existing institutions do
they suppose him to-be ! Under these
circumstarices ;ﬁxgenoe think w:ha csnbls:.fely
trust to the intelli of public to
discount these grossly exaggerated
stories of dismissed officials, and can ask
the le to accept our assurance that
no mmh have been' made except
for the best of causes ; that very few
have been made at all ; and that the
policy of the Government is not to in-
troduce the American system of dismis-
sals into this country. If our Reform
friends are determined to scatter false-
hoods, of course we cannot help it, but
we shall take care that the public have
due warning of the deception.

SUGAR AN OrHER ADULTERA-
TIONS.

THE extensive frauds on the public
and the revenue through sugar and
other adulterations, on which we com-
mented some weeks ago, continue to re-
ceive attention from the American press.
Indeed, there are few subjects present-
ing a fitter opportunity of usefulness to
those whose responsible office it is to
discuss matters having important bear-
ings on the common weal. If public at-4
tention has been roused upon this sub-
ject in England, and measures of reform
forced upon the Parliament and the
people, this has been chiefly through
the powerful instrumentality of the
newspapers. It is from the same
medium of information and impulsion
must come the facts and the momentum
necessary to guide our own community
to the circumstances of the situation,
and to the institution of the proper
remedies. The must diffuse the
facts far and wide—and the public awak-
ing to the truth that they are every-
where being defrauded or peisoned, or
otherwise prejudiced, will demand of
their representatives in Parliament an
aptplicahon of the proper remedies. In
a former article we gave the results of a“
careful analysis recently made in this
city of a sample of refincd sugar received
from Scotland, indicating no less than
17 per cent. of ~adulteration. We now
append the results of some analyses of
sugar since received from other places ;

Quality of Sugar. ﬁ;wm. Ash. Sugar. Total.
Raw Porto .60 125 .70 97.56- 100
New York Yellow 3
Refined.......... 7.5 876 160 88.90 100

It will be observed that the difference
between the raw Muscovado from Porto
Rico containing 97.55 of the pure article,

the American yellow refined 86.90 is

and
policy | no less than 10.85, or nearly 11 per cent.-

of matter—rubbish that is—for-
whith not only do the public pay the

ice of cane sugar, buton W the
5“ has been paid equal to nearly 50
per cent. This rate of adulteration, if
exhibited on all our annual imports,
would represent a loss of about 10,000,-
000 lbs. of sugar. Moreover, the re-
fined costs more than the raw to the

put a stop toit. It is not
neral public which suffers,
“but the honest manufacturer, who is
frequently brought to a standstill in
business thro inability to contend
with the makers who vend spurious com-
pounds. L

It is absolutely fearful to note the list
of adulterated articles referred to in a

per recently read before the Social
g:mnoe Association of Boston. Thereis
scarcely an article of “consumption—
whether a necessity or a luxury—which
is not enumerated in the analyti-
cal black list. The article of milk seems
to stand pre-eminent. In addition to
the stuff known as swill milk—the pro-
yduct of an unduly stimulated flow from
the cows of a deteriorated secretion
caused by th® distillery refuse on which
the animals are fed, various unwholesome
ingredients are mixed with the cofn-
modity, while instances are cited in
which the article vended did not contain
a drop of the genuine product. Further,
we are told of diseased meat vended in
large quantities—an abominable abuse ;
of spirits—especially whiskey—adultera-
ted with creosote, eopper, alum, and
what not. In short, adulteration goes
the whole round, from food and drinks
to medigines—the latter commodity,
according to a local physician, being
gerrymandered in a style perfectly shock-
ing. There is'no reason t6 suppose that
we are any better off in Canada in these
respects tim our neighbours. Roguery,
like philanthre is “of no parish.”
It in its ways and carries on
its vain tricks wherever it can find an
opportunity for its nefarious operations.
It is also perpetually striking out new
Eﬁn. Thus we hear of mills in New

ngland, and probably many elsewhere,
nowengaged in grinding white stone into
a fine powder, to be mixed, we suppose,
with wheat and other grain flours. To
cap the climax, we have an. intimation
that not only chicory, but even clay is
now moulded and coloured to reptesent
coffee-beans.

These mal-practices, though doubtless
they have their origin in a dishonest
greed of gain, or haste to be rich, have
a fostering ally in an ignorant and
foolish popular hankering after what is
mistakenly called cheapness. With
thousands of Em'chuen, cheapness and
low-price are held to be synonymous—a
notion scouted, however, by every ex-
perienced and quallified buyer. In the
present day when competition is severe,
and the price of raw material and wages
alike for all producers, there is not
much margin for difference of price on a
-good article vended at a fair profit.

fact, cost of production and price ma;
be said to be ruled by principles whi
x‘nnko “ra,re‘ bargains,” “lchetpneu,”

“ sacrifices” “extraordinarylow ﬁﬁm,”
andsimilar clap-trap, incompatible with
real cheapness. If

Filemei s
B

-~ their :!'nn cheating
urposes. urchasers will insist o
E‘Avmg oommotﬁhu below what they can
be properly produced at to realize a fair
profit, the{ share with the adulterators
the onus of the

of, matters. e regret to say there is
little encouragement beyond self-respect
and a good conscience for honest pro-
ducers, owing to the ignorance and gulli-
bility of too many purchasers. An in-
telligent buyer will

times one trader cannot greatly under-
sell another in the same line, without
vendi:fharticles proportionately inferior
in quality. None the less, however,
must thot{eginlature step in to the rescue
of the public ignorance, and by rigorous
enactments, vigilantly and impartially
enforced, put down as far as they can be
put down, the evil practices of those
who produce adulterated commodities.

ENGLISH RESTRICTIONS ON THE
CATTLE TRADE.

A caBrE despatch which was published
in The Mailqentarda' yy conveyed the im-
portant announcement that, owing to the
arrival at Liverpool of a cargo of cattle
suffering from incipient pleuro-pneu-
monia, the further importation of cattle
from America had been prohibited by
the Government authorities.  From
enquiries made among the exporters we
learn that the cattle in question formed

i to England b
s T Ot & ey o
this city. This firm, on ar about the
14th inst., sent 285 head of cattle on

Dominion Steamship Line, sailing from
Portland for Liverpool. Before bei
shij the cattle, which i
Canadian and American, were &x-
amined at Montreal and Portland, and
pronounced to be healthy and in good
oonditio;. : Nin:hty head were l(:ist o;er—
board during the voyage, and when
the remaining mn&ﬁg‘ were landed.
at their, destination they were
condemned by the Government in-
spector on the ground all in the
telegram published in our columns. It
is not at present known as to whether
the disease broke out among the Ame-
rican stock, but the probabilities are that
‘such was the because Canadian
cattle are proverbially healthy and free
ookl . S, Bt 0
prohibition as importation ap-
gl::lto the term ica” being
uently in to denominate
the United States. « It would be ex-
tremely unfortunate were such decision
arrived at hurri the Imperial
authorities. Alth pneumonia

enforced to t ﬂxohinfochon' from
rudi.nq. uestion is now receiving
omnfulwndzentionoﬁho])oninion
Government, who will undoubtedly pro-
tect to the utmost Canadian interests.
Meanwhilé our shippers, ing in ac-
y with instructions ved
agents, have ceased making further shi
x%e_nt:: ang:vg:t further devolapmmho.f
ithin a few days a cargo, consisting
e ey
'oron .
w the of from
d, will arrive at Liverpool, and

States is erroneons, the

1 a: ot P
: dt--e. mbbi'?lﬁ::spquo-pmmnm.

ly  different
character, and we arp
the best authority tRa:
no such fatal and terrible dis.
exse as rinderpest has ever appearcq
among the catile of this continent,
Rinderpest is indigenous to ‘the Russian
steppes, and although it has appeared i,
Britain and other European eountries.
it has only been as a result of direct or
indirect contagious influences. Canadian
cattle have always been free from con-
tagious pleuro-pneumonia, or any serious
disease of a highly infectious character.
We trust that the action already initiated
by the Government will enable our
shippers to continue to supply the Eng-
lish markets with healthy cattle.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

" The Local Government in 1877 spent
$46,265 on immigration i. e. in bringing in
labour to an already glutted market.
———eeeen

The newly-consecrated Bishop of Mont.-
real has warmly taken up the question of
the better sustenance of the clergy, espe-
cially those in the rural districts. As
Bishop Bond is exceedingly popular in the
diocese it is_confidently anticipated that
liberal contributions towards any object
xith which he is iden]:fmi.ﬂh be raised.

t a recent mesting hi ip sounded
the keynote for a vi
favour of properly remunerating the rural
clergy.

S S,

Protection is the question of the hour in
England. A memorial has been signed by
many of the largest London firms asking
the Lord mayor to convene a public meet-
ing in' the Guildhall to demand a parlia-
mentary en%niry with the object of modi-
l{mg,' if such should be found advisable,
the existing system of free trade. Mr,
Walter, M.P,, gopriator of the T'imes, has
addressed the Newbury chamber of Agr¥

culture on the depression, and exglmnsed
his satisfaction that in view of the difficul-

ties encountered by farmers there had been
an agitation in favour of a return to
protection. Mr., Starkey, M.P., is also out
in favour of a retaliatory pelicy.
—_——————

A note of warning was given by Mr.
Morris during the debate on the Address
to the effect that measures should be taken
by the Provincial Government to prevent
large sections of mineral or timber lands in
the territory recently added to Ontario, as
the result of the arbitration between the
Dominion and the Province, from being
locked up in the hands of private specula-
tors, e caution was given not one mo-
ment too soon. The Manitoba Gazeite gives
a sample of what occurred in this direction
under the Mackenzie Government. It
uxﬂ :—** We know of one instance at least,
where an honest man actually built his saw
mills, and has them idle on his hands for
want of lumber, while the timber limits oft
which he depended for his supplies, were
byssome, not honest, means—handed over
to a certain ring.”

3 s S

Australian preserved meat is being
placed on the English markets at extremely

what is known as the ““black death.”
This is the same disease which, in the
fourteenth century, desolated the globe,
and it gets its ngme from the black spots,
xﬂptomnﬁc of a putrid decomposition,
show themselves at one of its
on the skin of the sufferer. It is thought
to have had its origin in China in 1333,
i}ome 15 geanng):ifom its® outbreak in
urope, and it for 25 years, while
droughts, famines, floods, earthquakes that
swallowed towns and mountains, and
swarms of locusts spread devastation
everywhere. Three years passed from the
date of its appearance in Constantinople
before it crept by a huge . circle to the
Russian territories. Statistics were not
obt;inabl:1 thenl,3b(l):goit is estimated that
in China alone 13,000,000 died, and
in the remainder of the E;’:pl&,ooo.ooo 3
while in Europe 25,000,000 souls peri
making a grand and terrible total of 52,-
000,000. Persons attacked with it are
said to die like flies, and the ignorant and”
superstitious peasantry are so terrified
it that many are thought to have peri
of pure fright. y international sani-

,fary regulations are devised to
vent the extension ofbt:en%inm to W,:ta-

ern Earope.

board the steamship Ontario, of the | ine
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movement in -

+ I saw

JESTED ELETTON TR

pening of the Niags
Election Case.

'\ SOME LIVELY TESTIMONY

NIAGARA.

Niagars, Ont., ‘Jan. 28.—The Cou
opened at ten o'clock, Mr. Justice Galf
presiding. Mr, George A. Boomer acted

Bosigtm. Mr. C. Robinson, Q.C., and

. O’Brien appeared for the petitioner,

Mr. Hodgins, Q. C., and Mr. Calvin
Brown for the respondent.

The record is very voluminous. There
are; over 140 charges of bribery, treating
and undue influence against Mr. Hughes
and his agents, and 96 of his votes are ob-
Jjected to, while he makes a great many
counter charges, and objects to 90 of Mr.
Plumb’s votes. Both Mr. Plumb and Mr.
Hughes were .in court.

r. RoBINSON moved absolute a sum-
8 to strike out the charges against Mr.

umb founded on the old election of 1874,

Mr. Hopcixs showed cause.

Mr. RoBiNsox replied.

The summons was made absolute.

Mr. HopeIxs also raised the question of
jurisdiction already disposed of by the full
Court, but it was overruled.

Joax Woop, sworn—Lives in Virgil
Am a farmer. I was canvassed for my vote)
John Cain,
Mr. Hughes, the member, Alex. Servos
and Mr. Currie came to my house. Mr.

* Hughes and Mr. Servos came in while

*Currie and Cain remained in the carriage.
1 was beckoned out to the carriage by Cain.
Mr. Hughes came out and asked me if Hj
would support him. As they left Cain said
he would see me and make it all right with|
ame on Saturday night or Monday morning.
him on Saturday night at Mr.
Hulfhes’ meeting in Virgil. He called me
aside and took me down the road and asked
me what I would take to vote for Mr.
Hughes. I told him $25. He said he
wouldn’t give it but he would give me $20,
1 thought a while and then said I guessed
that would do. He said, ‘‘ All right, vote
and I will pay you after you have voted.”
During the day of the election he told me
he wanted me to stay away from the polls,
but I thought that wouldn’t look well and
I voted. He afterwards asked me if I
had voted and I told him *‘ yes,” and he
Psid me $20, two fives and a ten
an. Bank of Commerce bills, I had
told a supporter of Mr. Plumb, named
‘Walker, what was going on, and after I
was paid I told James Hiscott and Broek
«Cushman. After the election Cain came to
me and wanted me to keep the matter quiet
-and let no onfe know. He da.bo wanted me
to away for a trip, and offered me $30
unfou ticket to Cincinnati. ‘I wanted to go
t0 Aﬁu, and he agreed to it, although he
wanted me to go with him to Michigan,
-and he gave me $38 and a ticket to Hamil-
ton. I told Wilsen about it, and I started
with Cain, when he paid me $38 and gave
me the ticket, but Detective Oswald, of
St. Catharines, subpenaed him on the
i in gave his name as 0’Grady. I
from Hamilton next morning. I
been asked by Pat Hannigan what
take to get out altogether, and I
I would take $70. He told me to go
d work there and he would see
about it, but he did not do it.
is witness was rigidly cross-examined
. Hodgins without materially alter-
is testimony, except that he admitted
not told the truth on all oce:
matter.
E WrLsoN, sworn—Wood had con:
before the election as to whethe:
money, and I advised Lim to
e fact to some person.
been ‘ to “* Sitting
sobriguet in Virgil, from hi
Manitoba nmfl telling dry|
that Cain had offer-
ion, and offered fo
5d me. As he owed
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Cross-examined by Mr. Hodgins.

Mr. Bod&: —So that is the job you put
Mr. Cain?

up on ?

Witness—That is the job I put up on

the Reform party, as I consider they want

v i .) I most decidedly

intended to put up a job, and we agreed to

appear apartin the transaction. There
Was never any promise of money held ouf
to Wood for his evidence in this case that
I know of.

The petitioner’s case stands for proof of

agency and of service of subpcena on Cain.
s PaTRIcK HucHes, called by Mr. Hod-
ins, and sworn—I saw Wood at his father’s
ouse. I had Mr. Servos and Mr. Currie
withme. Idon’'t remember Cain being
being with me, nor can I place the man at
all. T don’t remember, nor do I believe,
that there was a fourth party with us. I |
positively swear I did not give, or promise
to give, anything to Wood for his vote, di-
vectly or indirectly, or authorize it. I saw
Wood after the election, and asked him
-about his being bribed, and he denied it,
-and told me it was a mistake.

Cross-examined—I don’t think there
were more than three of us at Wood’s
father’s house, but won’t swear for sure, as
I cannot place the man Cain at all. I did
not drive with anyone during the canvass
whom I did not know. e may have

«called on me and taken tea with me at the
~Queen’s, in Toronto, and still I might not
know his name,

Arxx. SERVOS, sworn—I went to Wood’s
with Mr. Hughes and Mr. Currie. I dont
remember Camn being with us. Cairns was
With us part of the day. Mr. Hughes and |
1 were in the house part of the time. I |

-don’t remember hearing any offer or pro- |
mise made to Wood.

Cross-examined—I know Cain well. T |
~saw him about the polling place on election
~day, but I cannot call him to mind as being

present at Wood’s house with us. We
~called at several places that day.

GRo. Camrys, sworn—I know Wood.

. Since the election he told me he never got

- dollar for his vote. He said he could
Swear clean through that. He told me
that about a week ago.

&o-exammedjoun stays with me
sometimes. I think he has gone to his
sister’s, some plake in the States. He went
dast Sunday night. My son drove him
away, and Wood went too. I canvassed
with Mr. Hughes.

Hamrurox GIBsoN, swern, corroborated
Mr, Hughes' evidence as to Wood’s denial
of having received money.

PAI.“nﬁAXXIGA_\‘, sworn, gave rather a

ic sketch of how he found out from

©0d and Oswald that a job had been well
up on Cam, and admitted that his in-

i - was to approach Wood iorbthe p:r-
getting him to go away ; but when
R.(.Hnmgn ) asked hilg:if he was asked to
80 away how much would he take to?,
and got the answer, ““seventy dollars;” he
®aid “‘his pile was over-sized, and his

mm-liud," and he gave it up.
" Wood didn’t want to sell him,
:'Lh-%it have gone further than he

THouMas Hovuiscsx, —1I was called |
h,ﬂ r .%v: L:n;w:zth&t‘::m on

- the Su . jous to the election. I

: . Hughes had called the

B, but I was not at home. He

%0 vote for Mr. Hughes, and

if I couldn’t be induced,

No.” Then hesaid there was

the gate who wanted to see

said, ‘‘ Mind, I am not pro-

anything.” He thenran to the
gate and left us
asked me to vote for

o He then asked me if I had

5 | m‘hvmmc
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