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lSpeech of Mr, Gillmor M. P. for
Charlotte, on the Pacific Rail-
way Resolutions.

Mr. GILLMOK—In speaking of this
important question. I do not, of course,
expect to affect the decision of the House.
But this is iy eleventh Session in Par-
liament, and I think that during the time
I have bLeen here, I have heard every
speech that has Leen delivered on every
important question. Hon. members who
remain silent until the close of the de-
bate, are no more obliged to ask permis-
sion to speak than those who have spoken
first.  We cannot all speak at the same
time, and those who have anything to
say on the subject, have just s good a
right to be heard at the close of the de-
bate as those who spoke before. [ did
not at first intend to speak on this ques-
tion, but the turn the discussion has
taken has convinced me that it is my
duty to make a few remarks before the
vote is taken. The speech made by hon.
Minister of Railways this afternoon brings
beforeé the House and the country very
detinitely the question of the winter port.
That is a question which has occupied
_the attention of the Muaritime Provinces
ever since Confederation, and for some
time before,. We have bLeen told that
this railway is a great trans.continental
highway. I believe, since so much money
has been granted, and so much more is
asked, we have a right now to ask that it
should be finally determined where this
road is to begin and where -it is to end.
[ think we in the Maritime Provinces are
entitled to be told whether one end is to
be there, or at Portland, in the United
States. During the cleven years that I
have been a member of this Iouse, that
question has met me on every occasion,
because the port of St. Andrews is in the
county I represent, and it has been urged
against me at every election, that T was
not able to get the winter port of Canada
located there. The hon. Finance Minis-
ter and the hon. Ministerof Railways both
have residences at St. Andrews, and have
resided there. At every election it has
been put forward as a reason why I should
not be elected, that I had no influence to
get the winter port located there ; so that
this is a question of local importance to
me. I am aware that it is difficult to
determine which is the best winter port
for this great trans.continental railway ;
but I think the Government have hail
time enough to define it, and I think the
people of the Maritime Provinces ought
to be informe:d where it is to Le before
they are called upon to advance $7,000,-
000, which is about their share of the
$30,000,000 now proposed to be given to
this Company ; but they do not know yet
whether the winter port is to be in the
Dominion of Canala or in the United
States. The Government have decided
where the terminus of this railway shall
be on the Pacific Coast, and I think they
have had time and opportunity to decide,
and they ought to have decided before
this, where the Atlantic Coast terminus
is to be. I agree with the hon. Minister
of Railways that, for commercial pur-
poses, perhaps Portland would be a
preferable port; but this is a great nation-
al work, to which all the Provinces have
contributed; and although the people of
the Maritime Provinces are now asked to
contribute $6,000,000 or $7,000,000 more,
we do not know whether the road is t»
go there or not. We know that it is to
start at Port Mooy, and that it is going
to avoid the United States all the way to
Montreal, but from that point it is to
be a commercial enterprise, and from
that pomt the interests of the Syndi-
cate are to be considered, instead of
the interests of the people of this
country,and especially of the Mari-
time Provinces. Is this not a
matter of importance to the people of the
Maritime Provinces? What mean the
meetings of boards of trades and other
bodies? What mean the deputations
sent to Ottawa, and the pamphlets issued
on this question on so many occasions, if
it is not important? And ought the
Lower Provinces not demand that the
Government shall define whether the At-
lantic port of this great trans-continental
road is going to be in Dominion territory
ornot? The importance of this ques-
tion is the reason that has induced me to
make a few remarks upon it tonight;
but while [ am on my feet [ may say
something on the Resolutions which have
been discussed for so many days.  I'am
quite well aware that discussion does not
amount to much in the way of convine-
ing any member of this Parliament.
Party Government 15 no doubt the best
system that we can adopt ; but as for this
being a deliberative boly, I have long
ceased to have any faith in it. Yet our
discussions are valuable, because they go
to the country and the electors get in-
-formation that they would not get but
for those discussions. I do not suppose
that our talking ever changes a vote,
party lines are so strictly drawn in this
House. Now, I do not intend to take up
the time of the llouse in reading extracts;
I only wish to express certain thoughts
that have occeurred to me” while sitting
here day after day, listening to the dis-
cussion..  One of the points urged, by
hon. gentleinen opposite is, that this
idea of a great trans-continental line of
railway was conceived by the hon. gen-
tlemen on the Treasury benches; and
those opposed to them haye no credit for
anything they have done. Of course,
having Jdecided to undertake that work,
it is of little use now to discuss the wis-
dom of it. I think myself that it was
premature to begin this work at the
timeit was un lertaken ; but whethev it
was or not, it was undertaken, and the
Government of my - hon. friend
from Esst Yok (Mr. Mackenzie) did

all that they could do consistent with the
ability of the country, in carrying out
this great work. And theylabored under
very great difficulties at that time. 1
need not repeat what the louse has so
often been reminded of, that the business
of this country was depressed and the
revenues very much reduced: but not-
withstanding all that, the® Government
went on vigorously to open up the North-
West, and every reasonable man will
admit that they did everything that was
necessary. The first immigrant that
went in to the North-West went on the
line that was built by the. late Govern-
ment—the Pembina Branch. They pro-
ceeded to build the road fro:n Winnipeg
to Port Arthur, "and ‘conducted their
operatiotis upon that part of the line as
long as they continued in power. They
proceeded far enough and fast enongh
to meet all' the requirements of settle-
ment of the North-West. In every re-
spect, they dia their duty faithfully and
fully, and instead of being blamed they
ought to get credit for what they did. 1
shall not trouble the House in regard to
the contract under which this Company

|is now acting, as we all know the history

of that. I believe it to be one of the
most profitable contracts ever given to
any company since the inauguration of
railways. [t was so profitable that with
a very few days notice another company
offered to do the same work for $3,000,
000 and 3,000,000 acres of land, which
land is now worth $2 per acre, making
$£9,000,000 in all; and as a guarantee of
their readiness to carry out that proposi-
tion faithfully, they deposited $1,500,000
with the Government. But that com-
pany failed to get the contract and the
country lost £9,000,000 by refusing to
give it to them, although that -company
was in every respect equal tothe present
one. 'That, however, is past and gone
and there is now no remedy for it. The
Canadian Pacific Railway then begin
their operations. 1 knew nothing about
the gentlemen who compose that Com-
pany: I had nothing to blame thew for
in having made the  best bargain
they could, and I desired they
might succeed. I do not know the
reasons . why this Company may
be now embarrassed finaneially, but I do
know that when they were before this
Parliament asking for an Act of incor-
poration and about to enter into this con-
tract, they were represented as men of
vast wealth and financial skill and ability
—as men of unbounded resources. [ be-
lieved at the time and I believe still that
they were men of wealth and skill, but I
believe they have failed to manifest their
skill in this matter. How is it that with
so profitable a contract and with so great
resources, they have not been able to
raise the money they require in the
markets of the world, where there is
plenty of money seeking investment, and
are obligeJ to demand Government aid
in order to complete the work? I donot
know why they have failed on the con-
tinent, in England and in Amerieca. “I'hat
is a matter I know nothing about further
than what | have learned from various
opinions expressed here and elsewhere,
but that they have failed to inspire con-
fidence in capitalists, who are always
ready to invest in safe. speculations,
shows there is something lacking in this
Company. “I regret this on account of
the gentlemen who compose the Com-
pany, and on account of the work, but I
do not regret it enough to vote for the
Resolutions and tax the people $30,000,-
000 more. Hon. gentlemen talk about
these sums as though they were of little
importance. They talk about $30,000,000
as though it was an amount of little im-
portance, yet if the Dominion of Canada |
were called on to pay $30,000,000 out of
its own capital, it would take every dollar
in eirculation in Canada to do so. In
every branch of business and trade in
Canada, there is not more than enough to
pay this amount down. I do not know
who is to blame for this, but I know this
application is before us. It is a pleasing
feature in human nature that when an
appeal for benevolence is presented be-
fore them, almost all men would like to
contribute, That is the first impulse, hyt
in matters of this kind second thoughts
are best. There is another feature in
human nature which is not so pleasing,
and that s, while we are disposed to aid
those who are in want, we are always
more disposed to aid them with other
people’s money than our own. [ am not
surprised that hon. gentlemen on the
Treasury benches should wish to aid this
Company, nor am I surprised at the
peculiar form of their benevolence. We
had a specimen of their benevolence last
Session, when they went back seventeen
years, to pay claims outstanding, for
which they of course had their own good
reasons. | must confess that 1 had some
leanings myself-towards this Company,
and felt that now, when the Comnpany
was embarrassed, and in want of means,
they sho helped, without taking
the people’s money, e Government
I had no
doubt when that guarantee was given,
that this Company would have no trouble
in getting all the money they required,
and was not disposed to blame the Gov-
ernment for taking this action. [ would,
perhaps, have been inclined to go still
further, if I found the Company, from
whatever reason, were urable to succeed
in the money markets. I do notsay what
I would have done, but I would like to
see them helped to a moderate extent
over their difficulty. If their floating
debt were £6,000,000 or $8,000,000 in- ad-
dition to the guarantee, I do not know
but that I would justify the Government

' respeet.
i portant that this
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the Govern:nent comes before this House
and say this Company are abundantly
able to carry out its contract, that they
have all  the skill and:the resources
necessary to complete the road, but that
they cannot complete it so soon without
this aid, I'say let the:n go on and eom-
plete it undér the terus of the contract,
and no other. Almost every hon. zen-
tleman who spoke on the ofher side saiil
it was so important this road should be
completed within two years, that
wé - should lend them this ‘money.
I differ from them in that
I do not think it is very im-
roa:d should be so
speodily completed. I do not believe
that the country will suffer in any respect
if' that co:npany are allowed to go on un-
der their contract and have the roatl
completed in 1891, and if they want any
more time, [ think it would be better to
give them more time rather than ad-
vance the $30,000,000. [ believe this
country, if consulted calmly, outside of
political eixcitement and party feeling,
would say give them any time they re-
quire, but do not tax us any moré if you
can possibly avoid it. You have facilitics
enough now to carry immigrants, all that
we can get—I only fear we are not going
to get half enough——:nto that country; you
have ample facilities to carry on trade
between that country and the other Pro-
vinces; you have everything required to
promote’ the industry and the prosperity
of this country, and there is no real ad-
vantage in having this road finished soon-
er. Ieannot see any advantage to any
industry in any part of the country that
will be materially. benefitte:l by com-
pleting the road north of Lake Superior
or through the Rocky Mountains in two
years. All that is necessary for the Gov-
ernment to do i< to help the Company
over their present emergency. [his is
the way the question strikes me. [ have
no feeling against this Company. I lo
not know anything against -them, and if
I did, I am slow to say anything against
anybody. I think, and [ am very sincere
in that, that there is no necessity, in the
interests of the.country, to urge on that
road so rapidly. | think the argument
made use of in reference to that matter
has been exaggerated. Il men are sin-
cere in what they say about it, I think
they are mistaken. That is my opiuion,
and I would say to them, “By all means,
in the interest of the country, take your
time; you only agreed to build it in
1891; take all the time the contract
gives you, but do not press us for so large
an aid as this.,” Taking the guarantee as
well, it amounts to $30,000,000. It was
thought that $25.000,000 was an enor-
mous sum three years ago, and
it is an enormous sum, but
now they are gettings5,000,000 more than
the cash subsidy given them under the
contract, and for that reason I am oppos-
ed to that vote. ‘The tax-paycers of the
Domiinion of Cana ia have done a great
deal for the Canadian Pacific Railway.
They have advanced in cash a great deal
for that enterprise—all they are able to
advance. They advanced to that com-
pany—of course I speak nothing about
the lands—the tax-payers of tliis Do-
minion have put $5,000,000 into that
undertaking in the way of exploration
and surveys, they will have spent $28,-
000,000 in construction on the Govern-
ment division, when that is completed,
and they have given $25,000,000 in cash,
when it is earned, making 58,000,000 in
cash up to this time already given to
subsidize that great work. That is a
magnificent subvention, as has been re-
marked by the Minister of Railways, so
many times, and now we are to give $ ,ﬂ
000,000 more—it; is going to be voted,
know—that will be $88,000,000 in (:a\sh
given to the Company. And, if the land
is worth $2 an acre, as hon. gentlemen
who are well capable of judging have
stated over and over again, that will
make $50,000,000 more, making in all
$138,000,000 that the people of this
Dominion have given for the purpose of
building that trans-continental railway,
and that has all been given to this Syn-
dicate. I am surprised that this Parlia-
ment should think it necessary now to
give this last $30,000,000. The sum, if
these Resolutions are carried, that the
people of this Dominion will have to give
to this railway, will be more than twice
our national debt, when we entered into
Confederation. We had been a people,
we had been colonies for a hundred
years. We had gone on with our enter-
prises and our railways and had been,
creating a public debt for all that time,
and we are putting into this one work
than much
put (iovern-
that
hon.

alone, twice
into

ments  works  previous . to

time. It has been stated by
member that this is only a loan. Hon.
gentlemen will not interrupt me.  The
debate up to the present time has been
conducted very fairly. I think the ma-
jority have behaved magnanimously on
the whole, better than I ever knew them
to behave before, and I hope they will
maintain their good character and be-
have so to the end. They can afford to,
be generous. They are going to have
their own way, and, if thisisa just and
noble and patriotic as they say, they will
got a great deal of credit, without annoy-
ing me in the few remarks that I ani
going to make. They say this is only a
loan. It may be so. I am not a prophet.
I cannot say whether the Company will
| pay it back or not. But therec may be
great securities offered which are not
very valuable. If the canals of the Do-
minion, upon which we have expended
forty millions, were in private hands,
were in the hands of a company, and
they proposed to give them as security
for twenty millions, or for ten, or for
five millions of dollars, do you think,
with ull the forty millions expended on
the canals, that we were going to be
such a paying investment, that that
would be a goo:l security? I do not
think any capitalists would think it so.
I do not think it any security atall. Then
there is the Intercolonial on which we
have spe'nt forty millions, Is that any
security, if it were owned by a company
and they wanted to Lorrow any money
upon it? It would not. be accepted as
security, at all. . Look at the loan made
to the Grand Trunk Railway. It is no
security. Is the Prince Edward Island
Railway any security? By no means;and
I do not think thig road is a very much
better security than that is, and I do
not believe this money will be refunded. I
hope it may be, but this 1s my impression.
However, I would have the Company go

as

all.

more

as  we  had

in helping them to that extent to enable

them to get over the difficulty; but when

on more slowly, and not call upon the
people of this Dominion to mortgage

their property to raise this money to

loan it. | I know that when you are talk-

ling

|

Inot considered very patriotic to refer to

upon great national questions, it is

[.un!lmu_ that is very local. It is
, considered in this House to be rather -a
(limited view to take of matters and
jaltogether too local, and not patriotic.
Now, in regard to New Brunswick—and
whatever you may say about Confedera-
tion, New Branswick is still a separate
Province, no doubt that, and we have to
look after the interests of those we re-
present and the Province we represent
—New Brunswick bound for four millions
of dollars of the cash that has been put
into this undertaking; quite a large sumn
for that Province. They are paying the
interest now upon $4,000,000 in that en-
terprise. - We are asked by these res
olations to increase that by $2,000,000
more, to make our contribution in New
Branswick $6,000,000 to that great un:ler-
taking, and, if we were going to get the
winter port at St. Andrew's or at St.
John, there would be so:ne propriety in 1
asking it, because we would get some i
return—we would get some remuneration
for this contribution. New Brunswick I
believe has not often been before this
Parliament asking for aid. New Bruns-
wick has gone into Confederation, and
she has got to live, and carry on the
business of the Province, and make her
advances to public works as best she
can out of the revenue at her command,
and thereforael think we ought to be
very careful knowing that we want rail-
ways, and other public improvements
that will tax our resources to the utmost
—I think we ought to be very careful
how we tax our people to carry on this
work, unlessit is absolutely . necessary,
unless we can see that we are going to
get some return. Now, take the county
that I represent, the county of Charlotte.
The proportion of the debt we have con
tracted which would fall to my county
would be$300,000 and we are asked now to
add to that $200,000 more, according to
the calculations I have ma ie, which are
subject to correction.  This ix eash, mind
you—no land.. If we had our pi'Opor(iou
of - thie land according to population it
would increase the contribution of the
country I represent o $800,000. Now, |
wonder what the people would think if
their munieipal council or local legisla-
ture were to place upon them liabilities
of that extent without consulting them.
This is a consideration that influences
me. The people who pay these bill are
not considered ecnough. 1 do not al-
ways sympathise with these appeals to
the peaple that play upon their prejudices
but when they come to the question of
taxation, the people ought to be consider-
eil.  In other countries older and - richer
than omrs, the whole nation would ring
with indignation if this was done without
submitting to the people.
tions are never submitted to the people
by the present Government. When the
original contract was made was that sub-
mitted to the-people? Noj it was not
their poliev. They entered into the con-
tract, and the Company was in operation
two years before the Government went
to the people, and now they tell us that
it was submitted to the people? What
did the people say? I put the question
to my people and they returned me, but
I donot know whether they approved of
the contract or not—I do not think
they did. The policy of the present
Government is a very cunning policy,
and it suceeedswell.  They are going to
vote $30,000,000 now, and they pretend
to tell us the people know all about ghe
Canadian Pacific Railway. Sir, the pcople
know nothing about this $30,000,000. It
has only been for a few weeks under con-
sideration and there is no‘time for me:m-
bers to consult the people on any of
these questions now. This expenditure
has become so large that the people
scem really not to be alive to the ques-
tion at all. ~ Now, Mr. Speaker, I have
hearil some arguments about this groat
national highway for at least seventeen
years, ever since Contederation; all these
speeches and all this spread-cagleism, all
these fine sayings were presented to the
people at the time of Coufederation. 1
have leard them, and T think that they
were éxtravagant. We have heard about
this great national highway and what a
wonderful people we are. Yes, we have
heard that we were on the high road to
greatness, that we were the germ of a
wonderful nation, and that Confederation
and the trans-continental railway were
going to build us up into a great nation.
We have been seventeen years in Con-
federation, and | think, so far as nation-
ality that Confederation
has been a failure. That is my opinion,
1 think there is no more national feeling
to-day than there was seventeen years
ago, when we entered Confederation. I
know that there is a good deal more party
feeling, but 1 pretend to say that so far
as the real principles that constitute a
nation ave concerned. we are not to-day
any stronger than we were then. I
think Confederation might have been.
made a success. 1 was opposed to it
In great questions of that kind I want to
be true to myself. I thought there were
some reasons for Confederation, but I
thought the reasons against it prepond-
erated—at least they did in my inind,
and 1 opposed it. I have been willing to
make the best of it, but when hon. gen-
tlemen pretend here to talk in this high-
flown strain, and wita these far-fetched,
magnificent sentences, I don’t believe it.
It is not railways that constitute a nation;
it is not these great expenditures that
help to make a happy and contented
people. The most important thing to
build up a national feeling is to make
the burdens on the people as light as
That is the way to make a
You may under excite-
increased

These ques-

is concerned,

possible.
happy people.
ment, carry your schemes for
taxatibn, you may deceive the people
and the country ‘by party warlare and
party excitement; but the real elements
that constitute a nation have not been
advanced since Confederation. The Lur-
dens of the people, instead of being
lightened, have been enormously increas-
ed, an:l we have gone on in that direc-
iion nat railroad speed. Now, we are
often pointed to the United States
—to that great nation which I ven-
ture to say is now the greatest
nation on earth, at least it will be in an-
other decade. = That nation, in 1860, with
a population of 35,000,000, had a debt of
only §64,000,000. They are a progressive
people, but that was the extent of their

national debt. We, with 4,000,000 of
people began Confederation with a
national debt of $70,000,000, and we have

now a debt approaching $200,000,000.
Now, I think this Dominion has a great
many places that are very-desirable to
live in. [ bave travelled a little over the
Doniinion, and from all I have seen of it,
I think the valley of Annapolis, in Nova
Scotia, is the garden of this Dominion.
Thevre is no place in this Dominion, not-
withstanding the praises of the great
North-West, that I would go to live in so
soon as to the Annapolis valley of Nova
Scotia. We shall continue to live here,
and our children after us, from generation
to generation, but to say that this coun-
try, geographicallv and climatically, is to
be compared with the United States, is
extravagance and a mistake. It makes
people extravagant in theiropinions, and
extravagant in their expenditure, and
makes them try to be what, I think, they
will 'not soon becone. This country
would make a very excellent border, a

-very: excellent fringe, for a nation anl

that| fringe is ornamented for a very
large part ot the year with beautiful
white snow. But notwithstanding all
thatj we have a great many resources,
and}we’ could become a happy, industri-
ous and progressive people if you would
keep the taxes down. But if you go on
increasing the people’s burdens, you
make them dissatisfied, and after the ex-
citement of it is over they will begin to
think about paying the bill—as a good
many representatives do. The United
States had 35,000,000 of people before
they undertook to construct a trans con-
tinental railway, and I think they did not
give much money, but a land grant.
They had a large and thriving population
on the Pacific coast; in a word, they were
a great nation before they undertook the
task. They waited until they were able
to carry it out before they undertook an
enterprise of such great magnitude. I
think we are entirely too hasty. The
United Statesaindertook to aid a railway
of samething like 2,000 miles in length;
we have undertaken to construct a rail-
way 3,550 iles in length, to Montreal, to
say mothing about the distance to the sea
boakd: and we have given $88,009,000 in
cash- md 25000000 of acres of Tand,
which, at $2 per acre, would bring the
amount up to $138,000,000, a sum alto-
gether beyond the resources of the coun
try.

consumed to pay the intereston our pub- |
lic debt which bring no direct revenue to |

the Treasury. I know something about
the workingmen, about the people who
clect me. We forget, when dealing with
the people’s money by millions, to think
of* those who have to pay the bills. In
our; population of four millions the pro-
ducers of wealth constitute a very small
proportion. The Ministers of the Crown
do not produce—the workingmen have
to pay the money for their salaries. Doc-
tors; who are very necessary, do not pro-
duce, and the working people have to
earn enough to pay themn: and lawyers
arealso non-producers—even my hon,
friend from Queen's (Mr. Davies) who is
a very industrious man, appears before
the Courts, attends tribunals; such as the
Fishery Com:mission, and argues cases in
the'Supreme Court—does not really pro-
duce a single dollar. - The interest on the
public debt has to be raid by those who
@se| the spade, shovel and hoe, who go
upan the ocean and catch rish—:these
are the men who produce wealth. ~They
have to pay, not only for their own main-
tenance, but to support us here and give
us our 81,000 and travelling expenses
each.
army of ofiieials round. Ottawa, do not
produce a cent; and when you take out
all ‘the lawyers and doctors and politi-
cians, all the lazy ones, all the professors
and temperance lecturers, and all the
spongers, you reduce the number of the
wealth-producing class to a very small
proportion. [ do not mean to say these
meh are not necessary, or that we ecan
get/on without them; but when we come
here and vote away the public money; we
have to look at the class which has to
work and pay it. I am a workingman
myself; I feel the taxes, and [ know how
others feel th€ém. We have thousands
and tens of thousands of people who
have not a dollar of surplus at the end of
the year, after working hard all through
it. | I know plenty ofindustrious fanilies
who have trouble to obtain their contri-
butions to the clergymen, and often go
without doctors when they need them—
I do not pity those who employ lawyers
in levery occasion. Now, this class we
ought to consider, and we consider them
just about the time of elections, with
hearts overflowing with kindness. We
enjoy their hospitality, but we care more
for:their votes. - We are going to be very
economical and we talk about the extra-
vagance of every one ey
Ifow soon we forget all this after we get
into Parliament. when we want to vote
money to the Pacific Railway Cowmpany,
composed, as it is, of men possessing vast
wealth.
An hon. MEMBER.—Hear, hear. *
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M. GILLMOR.—An hon. member says,
hear, hear. I think he is the gentleman
who thought a great deal of the National
Policy because it would cause the hens
to lay larger eggs.  If he has to depend
for his eggs on the suceess of the Nation-
al Policy he should be very careful how
he votes £3,000,000. We are puffed up
with the idea that we are bigger than we
really are, and that our country has
grawn much faster th:& it really has.
Weé think we have the best half of the
continent; I think we have not. But be-
cause we think we have the best half, we
enter into extravagant expenditure. I
do not know much about the United
States. I do know, however, that 100
yedrs ago it had a population of 5,000,000,
while to-lay it has 55,000,000. We have
been going on in the same way and have
not a population of only 4,500,000. They
must be terrible fools on the continent
of Europe, and in England, Scotland and
Iréland particularly, to go to the worst
half of this continent and leave us in the
cold. They have been going there, and
continue to go there, and you tax the
people of this country a great deal too
much to bring emigrants here. Our
efforts in regard to emigrationr are, to a
great extent, objectionable. We have a
great many people here who would have
been better at home. Emigrants who,
in this age, and with the information be-
fore them, who cannot get out of a bad
country into a good one, had better stay
at home. I would offer facilities to come
here, but I would not tax the people of
the country to bring the people here. 1
would give information, tell them the
whiole truth, and let them judge for them-
selves: if they cannot get here, let them

All our revenues will pretty soon be |

All the civil servanis, and the |

zept omrsclves, |

| done it before. Bat there

stay at home. We are making an un-

natural effort to create a mation before

the proper time. We are taxing the
people beyon:l their resources and pur-
suing a course which will prevent pro-
! gress and growth. | heard some remarks
made about an expression which slipped
from the hon. member for East York
(Mr. Mackenzie.) Somebody said we had
the best half of the continent, and that
hon. member said we had the worst half, -
and this has been harped upon as though
the hon. gentleman were unpatriotic, and
did not seek to promote the best inter-
ests of this country. He simply told the
truth. 1 do not believe in spreading our
defects abroad, in giving information
that will injure us; but when a man opens
his mouth he should speak the truth.
[ say it is a humiliating position for any
‘man to be placed i in, that he has to lie to
bolster up his country, Sir, we cannot
afford to do it on this side of the House.
No, we cannot afford to lie, and we can
not afford to exaggerate, and we cannot
afford to do a great many things which
hon. gentlemen opposite can afford to
do. We have not got the majority
to lean upon, as they  have,
and we have not got the pub-
lic purse to lean upon, as they
have. They got the majority of the
people tothink with them, but we be-
lieve we are acting honestly, and in the
people’s interest, and we cannot afford to
do anything but what is fair, square,
honest and above-board. Yes, I have
heard those references to our becoming
anation through Confederation, and this
great tians Atlantic railway—we have
heard these high-sounding strains, for
seventeen years. This country is to be
the home of untold millions, this railway
is to be built from ozean to ocean—not
exactly from ocean to ocean in the Lower
Provinces, but from the Pacific to some-
where between New York and White-
haven. Thisis to be a gonod national
highway from Montreal to Port Moody,
but when it comes down through to the
Lower Provinces, the great Chinese wall
seems to be broken down, and we can-
not tell where the deuce we are going to
there. I think, myself, that the Com
pany intend to go to Portland, and I
think the Government should not let
ithem. J think the Government should
{ say to them, this is a great highway, and
it is to be a highway from ocean to ocean,
in Canadian territory. [ thihk this work
has cost enough, and is great enough to
have that defined. The policy of the
Government is imperfeet, unless that is
defined. I think the representatives
from Nova Scotia should insist upon that
point, and the representatives from New
Brunswick as well. ' We should not be
satisfied with these vague intimations
that St. Andrews, and Si. John, and
Halifax, =nd Louisburg, have splendid
harbors. The Company state that
Portland the better harbor, and 1
think the lhou. wembers from Nova
Scotia and New Brumnswick should be
satisfied, before they vote, where
the road is to terminate on the Atlantic
coast. This reminds me of an anecodote
which was told in our local Parliament
on one occasion when a rather ssrious
vote was expected-—:m occasion whlch
the hon. Fi Minister well r

ber. One or two nembers were a little
doubtfui,they ilid not know how they were
going to vote. A witty son of Erin who
was in the Ilouse, said the position re.
(minded him of a circumstance which
happened in London, whena man gave
out that he was going to jump over St.
Paul's Cathedral. The people were
anxious, and they assembled by tens of
thousands. The man stood there; he
did not seem ready to jump. They ask-
ed him why he delayed, and his reply
was:  “Well, I would like to be satisfied
that there is a little straw on the other
side.” - e did not feel disposed to jump,
unless there was something to break the
fall. The discussion which is going on
in this Parliament reminds me of the
story. We have seen what has been go-
ing on among the hon. gentlemen op-
posite; we cannot. help looking at you,
and knowing something about your trou-
bles. There was agreat leap to be taken,
and [ think last night a good many had
con cluded that there was some straw on
the otherside for Quebec Bleus. Now, [
want to ask the members fiom Nova
Scotiaand New Brunswick if there is any
straw on the other side for them. I'would
like to ask the Ontario members if there
18 any straw on the other side for them?
1 think Qucbee, on the whole, has acted
a wise part and 1 think their men are
better and wiser men than those who are
| jumping without any straw. I think, Mr.
| Speaker, they are more honest men, be:
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| cause they see that this Dominion is go- -
ing into an enorinous debt—and Heaven
knows, in Quebee the necessities are
great, and they are not much better down
in Nova Scotin. [ tell you, I rather ap-
prove of their course. They Jere deter-.
mined to know if the straw “was there,
and they know it is there. And we know
it too from the speech of the hon. Minis-
ter of Railways t)-day, that straw wasnot
there three days ago. But the straw is
there now; the Minister of Railways told
us it was there. 1 do not think it was a
very iagnanimous or high minded thing,
but when they sec that we are going to
pay willions of money, for which their
people are to taxed, I' do not
blame them. When the devil wants
to.catch Quebec Tories he baits the hook.
But New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and
Ontario Tories will take the naked hook.
But these hon. gentlemen are trembling
in their shoes, they hope to blind the
people, and they likely will; they have
is an end.
“The mills of the Gods grind slowly, but
they grind exceeding fine.” You have
to pay for it; if not in this world, you will
in the next. Mr. Speaker, what are we
going to get for all the money? Where
are the returns? We entered Confeder-
ation seventeen years ago with a debt of
$5,000,000 in our Province. It was ex-
pended on the Government railways, on
that part of the Intercolonial which is
the only paying part, which is a good
asset for the money, and our entire
public debt independent of our railway
expenditure was not more than $100,000.
What is our debt now? It is $15,000,000
That is our proportion of the national
debt, and we are paying interest on that
sum, We came into Confederation with
a Tariff of 12} per cent.—and 2§ per cent
of railway impost. Under that Tariff
there was a large free list; nearly all the
raw materials which enter into our manu-
factures and all our flour, corn, meal,
coal and other things of that kind were

be




