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CHRISTMASTIDE JOYS mï'teh-Sf.E'Sïa
Christ, there is one Christmas which 
«ends out above all other Christmases. 
That was the Christmas when tor the 
first time we felt that our hearte were 
one with Jesus Christ's heart. Before 
that time we looked forward to Christ
mas as the time we received a lot of 
presents and could eat a pile of candy 
or toward the time when we could get 
a vacation from school and go skating 
upon the river or go sliding down 
hill upon our new sleighs. But one 
day there earns to us a message from 
heaven as significant as that which 
the angel Gabriel delivered to Mary. 
It said: “Christmas is not simply a 
time for fun. Christmas is the day 
we celebrate the birth of Jesus in' 
Bethletfom of Judea, that we, through 
him. may become one with God." Oh, 
then, hew different were the Christ- 
mas salutations with which we greet
ed our friends t Oh. then, how Sfler- 
ent were the hopes With which we 
looked forward to our sacred Christ
mases! Has the angelic messenger 
appeared to you?. Ifhe has not, will 
you not pray that he may appear to 

now, as he once appeared to 
to tell her that, the child who-
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Lpe Angeles, Gal.. Deo. 22.—In this 

•«mon tender memories of long peat 
Chnstmaees are recalled and the uni- 
versa] theme receives a new and bril
ls1* setting. The text is Luke ii, 19 .“rAttr""1 is,

-VAiÆ'ïï
, °rj'n,yy pondered them In her heart." 

qmet, uneventful Have we not had faithful friends 
anddenly eone a fn our past Christmases? How kind 
wonderful mam- and loving some of them have been!

* pondered 
The life of Mary, 

the period of the 
probably been that 
Jewish girl. In her 
existence there had_______ ___  _
feti'o^Z. °Lr?ndertni mani" e=d loving some of than have"been!

evsnt eSne There was your mother, the central 
?nfth®r flgure of your childhood’s Christ- 

m tJ^re Beem£L *° be mases. How she ever enjoyed those 
ehimh? them. Why she Christmases is beyond us. She used

-K onl “ the to work so hard to prepare for them
“(the chosen that she was more fittedto be in bed 

£?! °lJ?<*?Jhe eotid 6<>t understand, than to be moving around and mak- 
tore %PVreAyouD«' tog her happy laugh the loudest of
tfon« ™ ' uAftel there marnteeto- the merry-making. Can't you see her 
aDDreubSif —If oot.h*1^ sitting up and sewing? She used to

But ehe think you were asleep, but you were 
y m memor7- not. How she ever got so much to- mSrtw^ ^ .hp' ,0ther **?£*! gather for that Christmas tfee was a 

w^yrvh v!,^^ si?ry °L that wonder. Talk about geniuses of fin- 
RMhLhi^^y.K,r0m to anoe! Why. she could make a dollar
the hîrtifi <h?wdedj iraL80,3 P further than any one you ever
wnV ^Y thî Bfble.1 after a knew. And, then, there was your 
Zw i / ' pi-y lu *5° y?™8 father, and there was you older sister.

dismiss the story from Don't you remember how she sat down 
thfP. Jpbjds- But not so the chief and cried when you found out where 

™ the scene. Mary never for- some of your presents were kept? 
fffLf *hich pre- And she vowed she would never give
ppj^uppd ^Sppcdpdthenigh tJestu you a thing because you went and 

Blbk diahnctly af- Uked at them. Then as time passed 
,vept •? t^®* on other figures moved around the 

tiimgs^ and pondered them in her Christmas tree. There were your wife
iKt, ___ ____________ .. and your own babies. Christmas

JS*: tb®. °ijCT. J” grow the more ought to ha-re dear associations for 
Un.c the™* ns as it had with Mary. She had 

!^T^.Î.hL,Ch|^maae8 ber Joseph to brighten that "
ab°ot Christmas morning. We have had 

ire thtotfTuJT? *° th^J toy» loved ones many years with us to 
th?v!une 'hn'.rth 0UI brighten our Christmases In the past 

“d b,r»thf«,snd and in the present Better ponder
S^ChrislmV^f M ££ ^HTuT Mend- TOa8eem
stead. Thus I would have you join te» now for a 
me ih a walk through the coiridoiTof 
the past and talk about the events of 
many Christmases that are gone as w& 
try to follow Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, when as an old or middle-aged 
woman she lived over the wonderful 
events which preceded and succeeded 
the most important of all Christmases, 
when Jesus as a little child lay in the 
manger of Bethlehem of Judea.

When Mary as a middle-aged woman 
wandered through the sacred halls of 
memory and pondered over the inci- 
dénts which preceded— the holiest of 
Christmases the first event crowding 
upon her mind and heart must have 
been the visitation of the angel Gar 
briel, who announced to her that she 
was to be the mother of the Son of 
God. She must 
recalled how 
again and 
wonderful
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•nrely would have been killed, and 
the Scottish reformation, for a time 
at least, would have been halted. 
At once the Scottish reformer ^drop
ped on hia knees and thanked God 
for protecting him and his dear ones. 
As We look over our past Christmases, 
“be Mary, like John Knox, we can 
see how God's hand has been guiding 
and caring for us.

But. lastly, I would : 
tontaon to one more fact, 
thought over the scenes 
ufe she certainly must 
of those persecutions 
heartrending trials whi< 
take that jour
that Jeans, in______
phecy, could be born i 
where David lived. It v 
the bitter and unjust a 
upon Mary that were the during toe way for
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.DISTRICT Institute, was renewing acquaint- 
ancea here for a few. days last 
week. ; > .-..j

Misses Anna and Adda Whaley 
are spending their holidays at the 
parsonage.

Forest Tteowick was visit in this 
vicinity last week.

The Christmas tree given by the 
Salem Sunday School, Friday 
mg, proved a great success, 
erything on the program w#is excel
lant. f

The Sunday School at Coatsworth 
has invited the Salem young ladies 
to give their drill at the Bethel 
Uùristmaa tree entertainment Tues-
. ^-r* Fred Eox has announced hia 
intention of being a candidate for 
the reeveiship.

►
►

Clearance Sale! 
Of Discontinued 

: Styles of Pianos !|

■ ■ ‘

ST' T . ROMNEY.

"Mr. Wm. Reek, of Guelph, is 
fending his holidays at his home 

r
Wickwire, of London, U 

ending her holidays at her home' 
‘mere.

_Mrs. Johnson and daughter Jen-1 
of Springfield, are visiting her 

^iuter, Mrs. Herman Smith.
“Chatham R*™son 8pent Sat“rday in 

Miss Fletcher, ‘teacher of modern! 
-‘nanguagee in Ridgetown Collegiate
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our

be Every year or st we chang the st le of our 
designs and issue new catalogues. Our 1907 
catalogue is just out, showing the latest styles 
with which we are stocking ap heavily. But 
we have on hand a few pianos which are not 
in the new catalogue. They have been dis
continued in favor of some slightly different 
designs. The pianos are new, perfect in every 
way. However, as they are last year’s styles, 
we have decided to clear them out.

without doubt it b the 
to**» and trials of life 
the chiefcomplain about. Bet- 

little while ponder 
over the fact that Jesus hath given 
to you many dear ones to brighten 
your Christinas festivities.

But Joseph and the angelic mes
senger were not the only ones who 
appeared unto Mary when she thought 
of that first Christinas day. There wae 
the star in the east, the wise men 
who came to worship at the manger, 
and there were all the shepherds. 
Then there were the angels who sang 
above the hillside of Judea on the 
night Jesus was boro. All these tes
tified to Mary that Jesus was the Son 
of God. She could not understand 
all these mysteries. She did not try to 
solve them, but she could not shut 
her eyes to the many which 
lifted to by three very witnesses She 
could not talk of them then, but she

". But few
,1|
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only a couple 
hr ielt he was lost, far it 
{xwaihiUty for him, expert climber 
though be was, to dimb back. Turn
ing his eyes from the top of that 
mountain of fee, h. saw a stream of 
water flowing down at the foot o< 
toe crevasse. He knew he must die 
if he staved where he was, so he be
gan to follow that stream, hoping that 
it might lead him to safety. Slip
ping here and sliding there and float- 
tog in thé stream at times, he follow- 
ei its course. Suddenly he came to 
* “Md wall^of ice under which the 
river disappeared. He knew he must 
move on or die, so he plunged into 
the water and swam as hard as he 
eruld through the darkness. After 
awhile, just able to keep afloat, he 
came out on the other side, where 
were the flowers and the fragrant hay- 
fields of a beautiful valley. So it is 
with our troubles. We must go 
through our surging torrents. We 
must disappear into the impenetrable 
darkness. We must have our times of 
trial, during which we seem to lose 
sight of God's face. But these times 
of trouble are the means of bringing 
us to the manger, as Mary's troubles 
were the means of bringing her to 
Bethlehem of Judea, where Jesus was 
born according to prophecy. Thank 
God for your troubles as well as for

of h
t
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stored three testimonies np in her 
memory. "Mary kept all theae things 
and pondered them in her heart.”

But there wae another feeling of 
grotitnde which crept over Mary 
whenever she thought about the inci- 

- ^preceding and succeeding that 
first Christmas morn. That was tbe 
thankfulness in her heart because 
God had eared for and protected her 
and her dear family during all those 
days of trial and ignominy. Never 
was there a time when God s eye 
not watching them and God's ear 
listening to them and God's hand 
guiding them. Some of ue may think 
that Mary and Joseph were forgot- 
'ten of Cod merely because Jeans was 
bom to a manger, but that is not true. 
God wae caring for Mary just the 
same as God on this Christinas Sab
bath fs earing for us.

Then, again, there was that second 
angelic messenger who appeared unto 
Joseph at Bethlehem, saying, "Arise 
and take the young child and Mary, 
his mother, and flee into Egypt, and 
be thou there until I bring thee word, 
for Herod will seek the young child 
to destroy him." God not only pro
tected Mary on her journey to Bethle
hem. but he also continued the divine 
protection over her and the young 
child at Bethlehem to ward off the 
murderous designs of a brutal king. 
Tl>en there.was the long journey Into 
Egypt, again the dangers of travel. 
Now, they certainly had to journey 
alone, for they were fugitives from 
the royal tyrant. Then there was the 
money which God sent them in pres
ents of the wise men to feed them 
and to provide for them when they 
were exiles in the foreign land. Thus, 
as Mary looks over the scenes of the 
past, can she not see Cod's protect
ing . hand everywhere? like the 
psalmist of old, could she not sing, 
“Thou prepares! a table before me 
id the presence of mine enemies; 
thon anointest my head with oil; my 
cup runneth over; roitiy goodness 
and tnercy shall follow me all the 
days of my Ufe, and I will dweU to 

. the house of the Lord forever?"
But, if Mary had her divine protec

tion through the past Christmases, 
has not G<xl protected and cared for 

1 ua to the aaitie way during tbe many 
Christmases that are gone? Has he 
not fed you and clothed you and pro
tected you? Has not his right arm 
always been about you? As with 
Mary, has not God cared for yon in 
the most mysterious ways? John 
Knox, the great Scottish reformer, 
used" to tell this wonderful story : 
For years at the dinner hour he sat 
at the head of the table, with his 
back to a certain window. One night 
there was a strange voice of warning, 
bidding him to sit elsewhere and not 
allow any one to sit in his regular 
place. Hardly was the meal well un- 

way than a bullet crashed through 
that window, grazed the chair at the 
head of the table and buried itself In 
the candlestick. Had John Knox sat 
to his regular place that night he

again have lived 
time when her. own inno- 

eenoe and purity were amased and 
overwhelmed at the significance of his 
message. She knew that she was pure 
to body and to spirit, yet the strange 
and marvehrae statement was made 
that she, a virgin, was selected 
all women to become the mother of 
the coming Messiah. Oh, wag there 
ever news more momentous? Was 
there ever a fact more overwhelming?

Have you ever tried to picture this 
angelic visitation? The more I have 
thought upon this scene the more real
istic it has beeofop to me. In the first 
place, I have always pictured Mary an 
orphan. Her father and mother are 
dead. Her brothers and sisters arjp 
scattered. She is about seventeen 
years of age. She has a sweet, pure 
face. I do not believe even the. in
spired genius of a Raphael or a Murilr 
Id or a Botticelli or a Correggio has 
half portrayed the parity spd good
ness of her countenance. Then I 
have thought she had a great wealth 
of black hair and great black eyes. 
She was at that,age when the strang
er could not tell whether she was a 
schoolgirl or a young woman. She was 
at .what is called the doubtful age of 
womanhood.

Her work of the day is finished. 
The supper is finished. The dishes are 
all washed and jmt away. She goe 
hej room and shuts the door and is 
alone. Then I picture her thinking 

her pàst life- She thinks of her 
mother and father and wonders how 
her little brother is getting along. As 
she thinks of the broken home of her 
childhood she is sobbing as though her 
heart would break. Suddenly she looks 
np There stands before her a beau
tiful faced angel. His garments are 
oi spotless white. He seems to be a 
man, and yeti she knows that he is a 
celestial visitor. Her great eyes wid
en in wonderment. Her lips part as 
though to speak, but she utters not a 
word, There in the silence of the 
room she drops upon her knees and 
says: "Master, what is it? Hast thou 
news from toy dear ones in the other 
world?" Then I think the angel 
reaches forth his hand and touches 
her and says : "Yes, Mary. My news 
it from the other world. I bring to 
thee no message from the dear 
who are gone. I bring to thee a mes
sage about the one, the divine one, 
who is to call thee mother. The Mes
siah is soon to be ‘born of thee. The 
8on of God is to be thy child, and 
thou shall call his name Jesus, and 
he shall-reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there 
shall be no end." ' Cannot you see 
her breast heave? Can you not 
her cheeks pale with emotion and 
then flush? Do you think Mary could 
ever look back upon the scenes of 
that first Christmas day without pic
turing tile scene where the angel Ga
briel Told her .that she was to become 
the mother of the promised Messiah) 

Many Christmases have come 1 and
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your pleasant sunshine. He is guid
ing you with his pillar of cloud as 
well as with his, pillar of fire, as he 
guided the children of Israel during 
tire long pilgrimage in the wilderness.

Thus on this Sabbath preceding our 
Christmas festivities you have a great 
deal more to think about than simply 
the presents which you are to receive 
and the tokens of affection you are to 
give to vour dear ones. If you are to 
spend this coming Christmas aright, 
you must place alongside of it all the 
other Christmases of your past life. 
You must thank God especially for 
that Christmas when Jesus first re
vealed himself to you as a personal 
Saviour. You must thank God that 
he has surrounded you this Christmas 
with a great host of people who, like 
the wise men of the east and the shep
herds, are ready to testify to you of 
his love. You must thank God for 
your trials and sorrows, by which 
your heart has been made more ten
der to him and to your fellow men. 
It is right when you are thirsty to 
drink of the water that flows at your 
feet. But to-day, when we drink of 
these streams of Christmas joy, we 
must as wise, men look np to the hills 
from whence these streams come. The 
birds bathe their wings 
tain brooks, and as the 
lift their voices and sing their praises 
unto the God who has sent those 
brooks gurgling down the mountain 
sides. So may we lift our voices on 
this Christmas mom and praise God 
for all his manifold blessings to us 
and to our dear ones.

And, friends, if there 'are any who

one with him, is there any better time 
than on his holy Christmas day? I 
remember years ago when as a boy I 

called to the door. It was Christ
mas morning. I expected another 
present was comifcg, but instead a& Sirs.

; •< >
- 1 DEBENTURES

4*2 irauaa I

Î

. *
,S NO BETTER security

J* BIjAOKLOCK, Gen, Mgrg J« W, iWALKEBli Mgr. Ohatham Branch.

The House ofover
S&OR SALE MONEY IN CANARIES

UsS1-1”1 -v-1—
COTTAM BIRD SFr»

(19 Batburet St., iXlouTOut. L

I
«te Sale,—Nice__ , .ePBU,— end Lot OH

•eLOlalr Street, atm» *860; floe 
-Raw», ha 'anoe on time.

5 LSy*ga.'*T- Btrwt. wiu>
*e»le and large lot, near oared I «axBrt. Price «900.

Goad Home on Heed Street, near 
, Wkrtoirla Avenue. Price «000.

; Two Hlouim ou Lan «downs A va

IN0RDHEIMER .

188, DÜKDAS STREET, LONDON, J. J. CALLAGHAN, Mfcr, ; ;

[n] Standard remadytar
SJin^hSurs-'M-M

^ net anil glad Jar Troubla». \__/ )

?»rtoe «700 and *900. Kaey terme.
Good Dwelling and Stable. aaL 

te» acre ef ground, adjoining the 
- t*ty, Tor *1,000.00. 1

' Enquire of i« ■■

'WITH 4 SMITH.

i
i■ Î 0./

HtNeeMeeeeeeMMMteeee ——• ibbbibbbbbbbbb—e#j
REAL ESTATE 

AGENTS
:v-VSflash a friend's lile was snuffed out 

on Christmas day. We all loved him 
much. When we went in and saw 
hfm we said, "Could a man go to meet 
his God on a more beautiful day than 
Christmas?" Ah, yes, there is a far 
better use to put Christmas to than 

That is have our new birth on 
? On this day, when all 

people are preparing to make merry, 
will you not make it tile ha 
Christmas day in all your life? ___
you not make it a day when you Larue tunmn». i
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^Estate. 30 Shares Reliance Loan and 
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bargains for investors in city dwelling 
bouses and farms in desirable locations. 
Estates managed and investments 
uit}y attended to. Houses to rent.
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