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CHAPTER L
yurkness was falling over the earth.

The air though -spring
flowers were peeping through the cre-

was still cool.

Vices, on mossy banks and in ferny hol-
jows,

The great towers of Castle Royal cast
rombre shadows across the great court,
and the heavy dark building made a
grotesque silhouette against the horizon.

A grand old home was Castle Royal!
For years it had been the pride of all
those silen® sleepers that lay under the
stone chancel of the parish church, and
in the geat vaults of the Wedderburas.
Their great wealth was now in ‘pesses-
siun of one young man, Reginald Home,
Lord Wedderburn, the only <hild of
tie deceased Lord Wedderburn and Ali-
cia. the daurhter of the Larl of Ely.
The old Lord had for years slept in the
Wedderburn vaults, and Lady Alicia and
Ler son dwelt in the proud old home,
surrounded by hasts of servants.

The spring evening was drawing to a
ciore. An early dinner had been served
for my Lady. since the voung Lord had
uot yet returned from town. A bright
fire gleamed on the hearth, and heavy
silken curtains were drawn over the
windows. The apartment was one whose
exceeding elegance would have delight-
ed the most fastidious eve.

Luxurious silken lounges were here
and there, and over the heavy Persian
varpet were spread fur robes that were
as costly as beautiful. On a small table
there burned dimiv a fairy lamp, shed-
ding roseats hues over the roem, whose
sole eccnpant was Alicia, Lady Wedder-
burn.

Impatience was stromngly marked on
her face—a face that with its years bhad
grown cold. proud andwas vet beautiful.
Her hair was slightly gray; but the
face was one of those thut absence of
care had left unimed. Her form was
#till rounded and heautiful, but the pose |
of the head was the characteristic that
w0 plainly betokened her great pride.
Lady Wedderburn arose from her silken
couch and impatientiy raug for lights.

“Tell Marston td ash lord Wedder
buri to come to wme immediately on his
return,” said 1o the servant, and
despite anger or impatience writ
ten face when she uttered the
name of Lord Wedderburn, there was
a woft intonation of the voice that be
spoke the great love of this grand wo-
man for her To her he was a god
to be worshipoced Each wvear. as
grew to manhood. had augmented
fear that she might of
great influence over him.

Lady Wadderburn threw herself.in an

casy chair beside a table on which
lay an open letter, which she once morc
read.

“The Weston Homes are  still
Thev certainly are the most vulgar peo-
pie that has ever been mv ill-fortune
to meet. How Weston Home could
have allied himself to that coaree
wman is  beyond me. and those daugh
ters! When 1 wention the som [ am
filled with unutterable shame. for few
have the audacity to speak his name
1 am told tlat Reginald led an cxceed
ingiv gav life last season. being seen
constantly iu the company of that ob-
jectionable persoi. his cousin,
followers. 1 wae told wvesterday
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Reginald had certainly great talent. that |

he could lead two lives so directly op-
posite to each other night he is
lionized at Lady Elsmere's: the next
he is with Weston Home in company
with the gavest of the gay. In this
double life he has been leading he 18 1n
great danger.  One may ‘do this suceess
fuliv for a tune but the tune most
surely will come when the heavy weight
of evil companionsiip will drag lam
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a few turns around tlic room.
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Jight to hide her |
| the rage that fell Hhom her sqmulﬁ"! her

his face Jeaming with Gevotion
mother. - She was his all.

Hie great love for her precluded all
love for amother. His thirty years left
no traces on him. His .was wet the
boyish. handseme face of her iover-hus-
bund. There was the same dark luir,
and great, soulful, honest eyes.

All her anger melted away instazuly;
but the -great fear still lingered.

“How cozy'” ke exclagimed, as be en-
tered and clasped her in his strong arms.
*it.is a dewnright pleasure to get home home
nfter Jweing in town a few bours. Yeou
are different from any other -woisan,
mother, you-carry . your radiance .with
vou. wherever you are.”

He lounged before the warm fire, but
no answer came (o his gresting.

le glaneed at the face beside him and
gaw there tmaees ©f tears, but a -great
love shone in her eyes. le arose ot once
and went to her.

“Tell ae, what has arisen to distress
vou?”’ _he asked.

Lady Wedderbnrn could mewer dell
Lhow she had the conrage to-sesist his
soft, pleading tones and to.act.es she
did; but without a seply she handed him
the letter that Jay heside her. He aead
it through carefully. He -seemed o
realize, in a mement, all the pain . his
mother had experienved—her wounded
pride —and the color mounted to.his
{ace.

“l am semewhat surprised that Aunt
Emily ebould have taken so much .pains
to write thus.” he

“Your Aunt Emily renlises: my gueat
danger,” she said. ‘l&n as if eager to
hear a denial, she added:

“Then there is .mo truth 4n -it?”

For a mement leord Reginald. seemed
confused. lle had mever deccived her
in his life, and the hesitation.was the
oniy answer necessary. The eagerness
{zll fled from the face of Lady Wedder-
| burn. In its stead <«ame the eeold,
Ilmu;M\ manner. she bad assmmed.

“You do not kmew what I.eulier.

Those valgar peoble are mearly. at their
| wits’ end for meney. and they would
{ sacrifice you to their own ends. Lhe
|very idea of thuse people scheming to
\uaurp my son .is utterly hm.thsome to
{me.  You have uo idea how 1 live with
{ this great dunger: hanging over my head.
This sword, that may fall at any o
jment; and the result would be a theu-
| sand tumes worse than death to me. If
jauy accident happened vou | must give
jup Castie Royal, our beautiful home,
{and go eut like u discharged ~eryant.”

Lady Wedderburn  here  bunst  into
tears —Lord Reginald fe't that every
word was true, and the force of the
words fell upon him as it Lad never done
before. He took her in his strong arms.

“There i8 time enougl, mother Jet me
have you as my ol a while longer, then
I may follow your advice. Am [ mot
young enough vet? Am | not strong
aud healthy as a young birch tree”

These words had the desned efiect.
Lady Wedderburn dried her tears, but
| the wordr “there ~ is, tume  enough”
Lrought so. htile comfort -she had
| henrd them 6o often, and they did mot
| lossen her danger one whit, still e had
| taken her words to hear! - she was gquite
i sure of this, {roau his face, as he Jeft
the room.

lady Wedderburn arase
{ herself up proudly once iwore.

“How could | have ever said all that
to lum, | woilkler she thought, “and he
| 80 noble and trae. |1 must knew him
[that | am not angry with him, by being
doubly tender towards him, ‘wound
ed boy.”
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For fiiteen vears she had grown wild 2«
the gudic t(ant arenl. ~white
wings oceanward —wild as the vory thor
trees that-grew on the ciff<.  But Doro
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Jurning, then elier more.angs y ~womls

tuzad 1o:g0.
*on’t: poudare 40 burn theswood on
hench. anpight,- you 1 pldem't-yen
| kieow that the HLmotdot you dmrn
hisweod? You-will have them coming Lo

{.ane for.went mext —aDa -mch-good it-will

L.do: them 10 eume.” Lhe damec daughed
shrilly; then shovk.her sanc againat e
,M Dorptdy.

*1_dure them Lo sume. |dare them to
ack e formoney. Lask them wihy old
Sir i Robert detomme dive dwre nll-zhese
years without gay ? ot then admwer
that?”

Derolhyv.snt there rubling . der-eses,
Lhalf eslecpntill.

“Do- pou.hear?” sehrieked  the .dame.
“Youcare not do burn ancther. dagotool
ibis weed.”

wwr Was80 €0 pranny,”

smouth 40
if-there .is one y-oonuwhv Lshould.de
burdened with . you, ’ ashe.morenmed.

+].don't know, Grasny,” sepled Dor-
othy, deacfully.

“Yonare.aothing 4o.me. you heggar,
o~ you:knew that*”

“Ypucare.all Lhave, Granny’
plied.-softiy.

“The. dame, finding 00 -exence for.a
longer=atay. hoblled out. tdhe wlacks of
her-cane soubding.as itestrack the dard
floors.

For. axmoment Dorothy.eeemed dazed
—~dhen -ewent . denvs rolled  down .er
cheek s, and-she-canght & dew-gags that
fell Arem .her-arms .and wiped - them
away. -bhe jav dwn,‘ghm and ever
and. .anon_a sob-escaped .ker .until-she
fell.anleep.

Lord "Wedderburn-stood.as if iracs-
fixed.  Memas-bropght dace to face-with
a-state of «alimirs that-staggered inm
He had wever deeamed that.such: amis-
-erable povert ysas hie bad just.secnwas
S0 .meariy-within sound of bis Loundiess
wesith.

Tt

" she Te-

I of  dde ragged child diehad

ibat scldom knew shoer, were.as. dpauli-
fully anched as those of a duchkess.

No one kaew anything about Doerothy,
save the fact that she mas bronght thers
fifteen years.ago by Dame Wynter,and
the meighbors .eurmised - sbe.mas the
grandchild .of Dame Wynter; -but idat
dame carried hersell at such a distance
B0 _phe . dared question but when the
harsh weice of the old dame called out
to her angrily. and.shortiy alier ddoro
thy came ont-with dearsianed exes and
bruises on her fair.skin. 1t was  half
guessed ihat Derothy was an unwithing
reminder of semething doaded!y unpiea-
sant to the dame.

Hence Dorothy -wilh her . sirangely
was a conundrum to.all whosaw her.

“The elack in tac grest tewer struck
ten and aremsed Lord Webberbury frem
his thonghts. A light drem the oldxumin-
ed house stole fainily through Lle irees
and finallv flickezed ont

Lord Wedderbnrn arese #ad  threw
away his eigar. It -was.as yetearir,
and, not being sleepy. die. walked down
the pathway taat Jed to benthill. “Tae
praveled walks were.well kept, and the
lawn was like wvelvet.  ‘lhe gieat dzees
gentiv stirred their leaves. and the ar
came wopl and invigorating irem the ea.

“Wihat .f anylhimg -sbhouki Aappen
me?” he theught: “it would Kkill peer
molher. | musl arrange matiers.as she
wishes. | ewe her that souch; sull 1
wiil ot e hurried.”

Lhse was the asual
thoumits.

Lhe Jight —came threugh lde deees
faintly and flichkening, and -ere he.was
aware he stood aear the nuaed bouse.
He =tood in the shadow of an.eld tewer,
He had mot inlended conmng, but s
thoughts ded lim thither. He heard 2
voie calling londer and louder:

“Doroiby' dorotey!”

There was no aiswe r gave The Winkper-
ing of the lewves and the bealamg of Jus
ewn heatt.

The call came more and more angn'y.
Lord Wedderburn steod in the shadow,
but he couid painly see Lhe imside of the
room threwgh ihe curlamidess windows
Lhe door opened. and  Dame Wynter
came mto  the Joon. Lhe clack of ber
walking stick resounding on lhe
flenr.

“Yon naeerabie begrar
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Lord Wedderburn could nol see Doro
thy. but he Knew from the dame’s fones
she must be there. He took a few steaps
nearer the window, and Lhere Lis eyes
fell on the sulject of the dame’s wrath,
for teere, lyving asleep. on the bare fivor.
lay Deorotby. lHow thore Slonc:
looked agains! Lhe saowy white
that were hall covered by the rags st
wore, lord Wedderburn was riveted to
Lhe spot In ail his life he conla mever
forget  the scene wheie Doroihg
acleep a2 swecily as thengl n a downy
her hair streaming over  her
a gold and ber resting
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“The worda of 1he damevame siowly to
his:memeory :

*Jet them dare.ask for-sents
me.” "Who-mas bame Wynter that-she
shonld 4alk thus" Jdmstead of the moth-
erly old dame. he bad thought her. ihere
was Lhis woracl vioago. The dame then
bad led dual lives. ©nemas that of ide
good-motherly. woman that. despite.der
Jhareh voice and cruecl-eves, hadsaid piea-
sant iinags 10 him and bad pretended 1o
like him.since bis  parlest bovhood.
This then was the toue Dame Wynter
" What was the mystery about this-sir]
Dorothy* 1 sheowas oot dase Wy
ter's-prandchild. as report said, then wao
was Doroth v Wynier?

Lord Wedderburn -gave ] once. more 4n-
o the Jvem and wn lhe sleeping occu-
pant ; then lie stepped drom the sbadow
of ihe dower and took ihe path leward
home.

What sirange {fate that led Lord Regi-
mald Heme 10 take than walk conid
mever think.

“khat mmght Jdie fell Lasieep deeaming
over the whole svene: but in the dream
ihe old ruimed deenthiil bad changed 1o
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and de was a lover, but 10 all Lis en-
Lreatics she mas «old and proad, and lis
hopeless Jove for der amade b so gis
erable that lie awoke and lossed about
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when the cieck in dde dower lweld dim
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1o dimd dam up. cugoying the
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©on his dace for he was.worned dsem
Juss of slecp ankd e owas residess and
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that must-wail awhile —until his return
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