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The Poje's Encyclical to the
Clergy and Laity of the
United States,

To our venecable brethre 1, t)
Vishops of the
North America, Leo
Venerable Brethren:  Heulth and apos-
i We traverse in spiric
aod in thought the wide expanse of ocean,
aad although we bave a: other times ud.
dressed you in writing, chiefly when we
directed encyclical letters to the bishops ot
the Catholic world, yet have we now re.
solved to speak to you sepurately, trusting
that we sball be, God willing, of some
Assistance (o the Catholic cause amongst
You. To this we apply ourselves with the
utmost zeal and care, because we bighly
csteem and love exceediogly the young and
vigorous American Nation, in
Plainly discern latent forces for the ad-
Yaocement alike of civilization and of
ristianity.

Notlo.g agu, when your ‘whole
8% way fitting, celebrated, with graceful
recollection und evegy mapifestation of joy,
the completion of the fourth century since
the discovery ‘of America, we, 00, com-
memorated, together ‘with you, that mokt
suspicious event. sharing iu your rejoic-
ings with cqual good wil. Nor were we
on that occasion content with offering pray-
©F8 At a distance for ydur welfare and
Br-Mtoess. It was our wish to be in some
manaer present with you in your festivities
Hence we cheerfully sent one
Pepresent our person,

Not without good reason did we take
PArt in your celebration. For
Anierics wasus yét but a sew-born bube,
Ustering io itg cradle is firet feeble crics
whoet
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remnauts of the human race
tae barks launched by Coluiubus upon the
Ocean carry into regions be
#8 well the germs
principles of the Catholic religion

This is not the place t give o
Account of whit thereupon ensued.  Very
Tapidly did the light of the Gospel shine
11pon the savage tribey discovered by the
Ligurian. For it is sufficiently well known
how wmany of the hiliren of Francis as
Mwell as of Dominic and of Loyola were ac.

sucted embl,

ark of

even thas did

ond the séas
f mighty states as the

detailed

ustomed during the two following centar-

ies to voyuge thither for this purpcse ; how
they cared for the colonivs brought over
rom Europe, but primari ¥ and chiefly
how they converte! the autives from su.
perstition to Christianity, seali. g
labors in many instances with the tastimony
of their blood. T . newly
RIven 10 40 many of your towns and rivers
and mountaine and lakdsjteacn an cléarly
Witness how deeply your beginnings
marked
Church
Nor. perchuace, didighe fact whic h we
now recall take place Without som.
of Divine Providgnce
€poch when the American colonies, havin
with Catholic aid, a hieved liberty and i
dependence, coalesced iato u
republic, the ec lesfastical hierarehd
bappily vstablished smong you: and atthe
very time when the povular suffrage placed
the great Washington at the hel
republic the first bishop was set b,
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wers
th thie fogthrits of the Catholic
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tolic autiority over the American charch, H

The well known friendship aud- Zamiliur
intereourse which subsisted bitween these
Lo men seemuto be aa evidence that the
United Stutes dught to be conjoined in cog-
card wnd amity with the Cathiolic church,
Aud not without cause, for without moral-
ity the state cannot. endure—a truth which
that illustrious citizen of yours whom we

bave just mentioned, with a keenness of in-}

sight worthy of his genius and statesman.
ship, perceived and proclaimed.

But the best and strongest support of

i - She, by her very n,
fure, gudrds anl defends all the principles
oa which duties are founded, and, setting
Defore us the motives most powerful to in-
fluence bs, commands us to live virtaously
forbidsihs to transgress. N e what is the
churciyi other than a legitimate s, 4
by the will and ordinance of Jesus
or the preservation of morality and
ace of religion? For this reason
¢ repeatedly endeavored, from the
it of the pontifical dignity, to, incul-
that the church, while directly and
immediately aiming at the salvation of
couls and the beatitude which is to be at.
tained in heaven, is yet, evcn in the order

9f temporal things, the fountain of ble
10gs 80 numerous and so great that they
could not have been grester or more
nuzierous had the original purpose of her

iety
esu.

inetitution been the pursuit of happiness |

during the lite which is spent on earth,
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That your,repuklic is progressing and de-

¥ lojing by giant strides is patent to all,
21 this hol s 2011 in religious matters a).

s0. For even as your cities in the courde

of one dntury have mude & marvellous in.
cress hand power, so0 d> we hb

hold the chureh, from scant an nlur

beginning«. grown with rapidity 1o be
hing. Now, if, on

band, the increase riches

edingly flour

and exc
the on and re-
sources of your cities are justly attfibuted |
to the tal-nts and active industry of the
American people, on the other hand the |
prosperous conditiun of Catholicity must
be ascribed, first, inleed, to the virtue, the
ability and the prudence of the biskops and |
elergy, but in no slight measure also to the
faith and the generosity of the Catholic
laity. Thue, while th> different classes
exerted their best energies, were you en-
abled to erect

unnumbered religions and
useful institations, sacred edifices, schools
for the instruction of youth, colleges for
the bigher branches, homes for the poor,
ck, convents and
As for what more closely tourhes
spiritual interests
of Christian virtues, many
have been brought 1o -our notice

hospitals for th,
asteries
which are based wuy n s
the exe
facts |
whereby we are animated with hope wid
filled with joy, namely, that the numbers |
Of the seculur and regular clergy are stead- |
| ily augmenting; that pious sodalities wnd |
confraternities are held fn et that the |
Catholic purochial the Sunday |
schools for impurting Christian doctrine.
vtd summer schools are in & Hourishing
condition; moreover, wssociations for mu.
tusl aid, for the relief of the indigent, for
living ; add to
#!1 this the many evidences of popular piety

The main factor, no doubs, in
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Yet, though all istrue

Yery erroneous to draw ghe conclusion that

in America is 0 begunght the type of the

lesirubly statfe of she church; or

that it would bé universally lawful or ex-
ent (o State and Cowreh to be
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Fwith which God has en
Uarch; in virtue of which gn-
less fueu ur citcumstinges interfere, she
sboutapeously «xpundd wul propagates her-
would bring forth more
Ruuidant fruis if, in addition tg liberty,
she enjoyed the favor of the laws and the
patrotage of the public suthoriry

Fur our part we have left nohing
doue, 80 far us circumstances permitted,
and solidly
amoig you the Catholic religion

selt; but she

un-

establish

With

this intent we nave, us you are well aware,

W preserve more

turted our attention to two special objeces ;
tirst, the advancement of learning ;
u perfectiog of wethods in th

Wt of church wftairs

second
Hanug.

There ulegady, |
| indeéed, existed severat distinguisbed
virsities.  We, however
able wiag there should

autbority of the Apostolic See uud cudow-

uni-
thought it udvis.

be one founded by

vd by us with ull suitable powers, 1o which
Ight instroet those
The
philosopby und

Cathiolic professors
devoted t the pursait of learning,
| design was ta begin with
tedlogy, adding, as means would allow,

the remaining vranches, those partd acly |
the pre has
Perfected.  An education ca
ed complete which
Wwodern sciences. I is obvious that in 1y

exbting keen competition and widesphead

which ent uge duced ur
1ot be deem-

takes no noticd

O 10 Meelt uoble MBd prasewcrtby fis-
#ion for kuowledge Catholics ought to.e
00t follow ers but leaders. It is necessary,
theretore, that they should cultivate every
sefiuement of learning and zealously train |
thelr minds to the giscovery of the truny |
aad the iovestigation, w0 far as it is |
| Possible, of the entire domain of nature, |
; Tuis, in every age, Las been the desire of

|

the cburch; upon the enlargemest of

the boundaries of the sciences has she been |

| wont to bestow all possible labor aud en-
| erey. |
By a letter, therefore, dated the 7th of |
March, in the year of our Lord 155y, ai. |

| rected ‘to you, venerable brethren, we
eatablished at° Washington, your capital

| city, esteemed by & majority of you a very |
Prover seat for the hizher studies, u uni- !
versity for the instruction of young men |
desirous of pursuing advanced courses, In |

| samounciog his matter to our venersble
brethren. the cardinals of the boly Roman
chureh, io consistory, we' expreshed the
wish thatit i€ should be regarded as the |
| fized law of the university 10 unite erndi. |
K. D. C. Cures Indigestion and Dyspepsia, |

tion and learning with soundness of fuith,
and to imbue its students not less with re.
ligion than with scientific culture. To the
bishope of the United States we intrusted
the task of *stablishing a suitable course
o und of supe the diselplin

students; and we conferred the

and authority of chancelior, as it iy
o the Archbishop.of Baltimore.
And, by divine favor. a quite happy begin.
0ing was made. For, without any
while you were celebrating the 100th ann
versary of the, establishment of your ec.
clesiastical hierarchy under the brightest
Auspices, in the presence of our delepate,
the divinity classes were® opened. From
that time onward we know that theologic.d
science has been imparted by the diligence
of eminent men, the renown of whose tal.
ents and learning receive a fitting crown in
their recognized loyalty and devotion to
the Apostolic See. Nor is it long since we
were apprised that, thunks to the liberality
of & pious priest, & new building had been
coustructed in which young men, as well
cleric as lay, are ta receive instraction in
the vatural sciences wad literature. ¥,
our knowledge of the American charscter
we are fully confident that the example set
by this noble man will incite vthers of
your citizens to imitate him; they will not |
fail to realize that liberality exercised to- |
wards %0 great an object witl be repaid by
the very greatest udvantage to the public.
No one be ignorant how powerful
similar institutions of learning, whether
orlginally founded by the Roman ehurech
herself from time to time, or approved and
protwected by her legislation, have contrib.
ted to the spread of knowledg
zation In every part of Europe. Even in
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You vourselves cun tesify |
its brief existence it hias sent
s large uumber of exemplary
priests, sowe of whom have been promoted
high

the expectations commor

girding it

for their virtue and lenrning to the
“stiledrees of ccclesiunticnal dignity.
are, therefore, versuaded thut you witl
continbe t5 be solicitous to send’ hither
seldet young men who are in training to
bechme the hope of ghe churen, they
willlcatey back to theirthomes and utilize
rulgood the wealth of intellec-
attainments and moral  excellence
shall acquire in the city’ of

for

for the gen
tual
which they

The love whi

olics of your tation mioved us,

h we cherish towards Cath-
likewise,
10 turn our attention at the very beginning
of o poutificate 1o the convocation of » |
third council  of . Baitimore.
when the archbishops, t |
nr ibvitation, had come to Rome we dili-
geatly inquired frow them what they |
deemed most conducive to the common |
ood.| We finally, and after mature de. |
liberation, ratified by apostolic suthority
thee dégrees of the prelutes amsembled at
Baltithore. Ln truth, the event has proved |
and still proves that the decrees of Balti- |
more were salutary and timely in the ex. |
treme., demonstrated
their power for the maintenance of
the intelligence
zeal of the clergy, for defending and
veloping the Cutholic education of youtn, |
Wherefore venerable brethren, if we make |
acknowledgment of your activity in these |
matters,if we laud your firmness tempered |
with prudence, we pay a tribute ‘to your |
merit; for we are fully sensible that so
great & harvest of blessings could by no
means have so rapidly ripened to maturity
had you not exerted yourselves, each to
the utmoet of his ability, sedulously and
faithfully to carry into effect the statutes
you had 5o wisely framed at Baltimore,
Whea the'council of Baltimore had con-
cluded its labors the duty still remained of
Putting, 80 to speak, a proper and becom.
ing crown upon the work. This, we per.
ceived, could scarcely be done in & more
fitting msnner than through the establish-
ment by the Apostolic See of an American
Legation. Accordingly, as you are aware, we

plenary

Subsequently,

Experience  has

o
ine. and |

de-

stimulating

elsewhery intimated, we have wished, first
of all, to certify that, in our judgment
and affection, Amercia occuplies the same
Viace and rights s other States, be they

" K0 G Restorss the Btomach,

€ver S0 mighty and imperial. In addition
to this we had in mind to draw my
Iy the bonds of duty and friendship which
connect you and so
Catholics in the In fac

thou<nds of

the muss of
salutary our
They saw, moreover, that
with the usage and policy of ¢
For it had be
antiquity the custom of the Roman pon-
tffs, in the exercise of the divinely
dtowed gift of primacy in the administra-
tion of the church of Christ, to send forth
legates to Christian nations and peoples
And they did this not by an adventitious
but an inherent right.  For ** the Roman
Pontiff, upon whom Chirist has conferred
ordinary and immediate jurisdiction, us
well over all and singular the church
a3 over ull and singular pastors and faith-
f i nnot personally visit the dif-
ferent regions and thus exercise a pustor.te
office over the flock intrusted t0 him,
flods it necessary from time to tine,
discharge of the imposed
him, to dispatch legates into different parts
of the worll, sccording 4w the need arises,
who, supplying his place may correct er-
Tors, muke the rough ways plain add
miinister to the people confided to their
care increased means of salvation.

But how unjust and bas wayld
the suspicion, should it anywhere/ exist,
that the powers conferred on the) legate
Are an obstacle to the authorigyZof the
bishops. Sacred to us, more than to any

are the rl
Holy Ghost has placed bishops to rule
the Church of God.” That thew rights
*hould remain intact in-every nation jn
“Yery part of the globe, we both desire and
ought to de
of the in
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n from the earliest

be-

in the

ministry upon

te of those “whom tise

more v since the dignisy

dunl bi e s by
dignity of the
thnt wtry mensure that be nefite the
other. |+ My

haor of the universal shur

natiire w0

ot with ¢ Borman

hanor b th

My homor is the unimpais f my

bre red whon
o ench one dye Jomsied

Theretore

hanor

sinee it bs the offies wnd fug,

{1on af an apostolic legate, ‘witn whatsqs

ever powers he be vested, to exaca
mandates and interpret the

Pontiff who sends him,

wiil
far fr

of uny detrime
the bishops, he will
sion of stability und strength,

His authority will posiess no Hlight
weight for perserving in the moltitade
submissive spirit; in the clerey’ discighine
and tue reve and in
intimate
ion, s

ence for'the bighop
the bishops mutusl chasity and
union of souls. Aol since this u
salutary and desirable, comsists maiuly in
barmany of thought and et
doubt bring it to pass that each one of yon
shall persevere in the dii:

tion of the diocesan affairs :
not pry
another

n, he will no

that one shall
to the counsels and conduct of
finully, that with disagreements
eralicated and mutual esteen maintained,
you may all work togethee with i
energies to promote the glory of the
American chureh and the general welfare,
It is difficult to estimate the good results
which will flow from this concord of the
bishops.  Our own people will receive edi-
fication, and the force of example will
huve ity effect on those without, whi will
be persuaded by thig argunient alone tht
the divine apostolate ha« descended by in-
heritance to the ranke of the Catholic
episcopate.

Another cuusideration claims ¢
attention. Al intelligsut wen are ugreed,
and oursel with  pleasure,
intimated it above, that America seen
lestined for greater things. New, it is
our wish that the Catholic church should

rearnest.

es have,

| not oaly share in, but help to bring about,
o

Prospective greatess. We deem it
Fight and proper that she should by availing
Berself of the opportunities daily presented
to her, keep equal step with the republicin
the march of improvement, at the same
time Mriviog to the utmost, by her virtye
and her institutions, to aid in the rapd
Rrowth of the states. Now she will attain
both these objects the more easily and
abundantly in proportion o' the degree in
which the future shall find her constitution
perfected. But what is the meaning of
the legation of which we are speaking, or
what is the ultimate aim except to bring it
about that the constitution ot the church
shall be strengthened, her discipline better
fortitied? Wherefore, we ardently desire
that this truth should sink day by day more
deeply into the minds of Catholics, namely,
that thay can in no better way safegu,
their individual interests and the common
good than by yielding a liearty submission
and obedience to the Church, Your faith-
ful people, however, are scarcely in peed
of exhortation on this point, for they are
accustomed to adhere to the ins uctions
of Catholicity with willing souls and x

constancy worthy of all praise,
| liave doe this. By this action, as we have f

To one matter of the
and fraught with the
is
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rightly prevails among you. We mean the
Chiristian dogma of the unity and indis
solubility of murringe, which supplies the
firmest b . not merely to the
family, but to society ut large. Not x few
a9, even of thos ene
her dactrines, terr
licemiousness of divore
APPLOVE in this regard the (
ing and the Catholic custom They are
| led 0 this judgment not less by love of
| conutry than by tue wisdom of the doe
trine. For difficuit to imagine a
more deadly pest to the community than
the wish to declare dissolubl> a bond which
| the law of God has made Pperpetual and
| inseverable.

| Divorce the fruitful cause of
mutable marriage contracts; it diminishes
mutudl affection: it supplies & pernicious
| stimulus<o unfaithfulness ; it i¢ injurious to
the care and education of children; it gives
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