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FREEZING THE FARM UP.

People who shiver with cold do
not always understand the import-
ance and value of the frost. God
who “scattereth the /Joar frost like
ashes, ” and before whose . cold,
‘“who can stand ?” (Psa. cxlvii. 106,
r7), does all His work in wisdom :
but many men do not fully appre-
ciate how much a freezing of the
ground does to set at liberty the
plant-food locked up in almost all
sofls.

Water, in freezing, expands about
one-eighth its bulk with tremend-
ous force ; and if confined in the
strongest rock and frozen, will
burst it asunder. The smallest
particles of soil, which are in fact
only minute bits of rock, as the
microscope will show, if frozen
while moist are broken still finer.
This will go on all winter in every
part of the field or garden reached
by the frost ; and as most soils con-
tain more or less elements that all
growing crops or plants need, a
good freezing is equivalent to
adding manures or fertilizers.

Hence it is desirable to expose as
much of the soil as possible to frost
action, and the deeper the better,
for the lower soil has been less
drawn upon, and is richer in plant-
food. We know that in the spring
the ground * breaks up, ” and some-
times there are great holes left in

watched to see what would happen.
The old birds flew here and
there about the nest making some
chattering which she supposed was
bird talk. As she was thinking
how much care the little one need-
ed, out it tumbled for the third
time.

“You stupid old robin” she cried
‘““do you think that some one will
be putting back your birdie for
you all day. Why don’t you keep
it in the nest ?”

She picked up the birdie again
and was about to put it in the
nest, when down flew the old robin
and gave her a sharp peck on the
forehead.

Bessie wondered what that
meant, but soon she laughed as
she began to think what the father
bird wanted to say to her, and
this was it.

“Don’t you interfere when we
are teaching our child tofly. You
age a big girl and you may know a
great deal, but you don’t seem to
know that it is not right to keep
birds in the nest all summer.
They would never find out what
their wings were for ;" and Bessie
went away quite amazed by her
lesson.—Good Cheer.
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