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A veteran falls ! One foremost in the van 
To combat error, and to censure wrong ;
Alike in principle and purpose, strong ;

A man of mark, beside his fellow man.
In zeal, as well as years, he far outran 

His co-adjutors in the busy throng :
Alas ! his place no mofre is known among 

Thoee he exceeded in the allotted span.
“ Mark the perfect man behold the upright 
His “ N*g time” so haloed by the “ light 

Beaming fréd Him who bears the “ staff" and “rod” 
Naught in the “ valley" can hi» soul affright. 

Verging on five-score, the long path he trod,
With labor, “ faith, and patience,” up to God ! 

April 15, 1880.

j, U per aent-*d8*^|j

FIDELITY TO METHODISM. 
Methodism is a great instrument in 

the hands of God for the enlighten
ment and salvation of men. For more 
than a hundred years it has been a 

* faithful, self-denying, and glorious wit
ness for the Lord Jesus Chirst. Who 
can wonder that it has been assailed ? 
Who need be surprised that the devil 
has directed against it all his craft, ma
lice, resources and strength ? The fiery 
trials through which our Church has 
passed are proofs of its value. But 
God has always raised up men who 
have been faithful to Methodism, ln the 
various agitations by which our belov
ed Zion nas sometimes been rent and 
torn both ministers and laymen have 
been found who have been to the ma
ligned cause as true as steel. Men like 
Dr. Bunting, Mr. Ratteubury, Dr. Os
born, Mr. Heald, Mr. Farmer, and other 
noble lay me ■ have braved the bitterest 
obloquy to serve Methodism. Aud where 
would Methodism have been to-day it 
they had not done eo ? W hen these 
good and brave usa gave themselves 
to Methodism they gave their repud
iations to it, and in tuat act they qual
ified themselves for its service m the 
highest degree.

We cannot as a Church expect to es
tops trouble and difficulty in the future. 
It we continue to be faithful to God 
the devil will be against us again. A 
worldly trimming policy, a determina
tion to ke.p things all smooth, aud 
to have large congregations and plenty 
of money at any price would ruin any 
Church, aud if <_ver we adopt such a 
policy it will ruin Methodism. We 
shall have to be firm and faithful in the 
future if we mean to be true to our 
trust and to the church of the living 
God. Troubles are inevitable if men 
will do their duty, and though we do 
Hot apprehend great Connexional cala
mities lièrent 1er, it is inevitable that 
local difficulties will arise. Meu lguor- 
tot of our laws, or opposed to them, or [ 
Urnid to administer tuein, always pro
toute urischiet in the end. Men are | 
•ouictimes put into office not because ; 
they are suitable in tUe abstract, but 
because they are the best that can be 
Wt. Sometimes ministers are too 
*»\V, and allow irregularities to spriug , 
®p fur the sake of peace, although such j 
itrimming policy ultimately destroys a j 
thousand times more peace tuan it pre* | 
krve. it ever the Gounexioual pnu- j 
{1p.e is broken down, if lucai regulari
ty» are allowed to accumulate a.l over 
the Connexion, as we know they are 
ttouiuulnting iu' some localities. Let 
*h Hut t,e understood as asking that : 
Hcibodisui must be turned into a dead ! 
touLuiony ot uniformity. We plead ( 
for variety, but it must be a variety de- j 
fitted, sauetioued, aud guarded by the 
Conference ; but the variety wbicu re- 

| from lawlessness, disorder, self- 
I '‘‘b and caprice is a variety which, it 

|fowu iu sufficient force and quantity, 
*ould be a curse to Methodism. The 
'**“«<* to Methodism is in the mexperi- 
6666 of Us people, aui in a want of ! 
Poetical and historical acquaintance 
ton, -,ur laws aud regulations. So far 
*• "tthodist administration

involved, th^SKt is not that the 
Pities concerned do not mean right— 
i***ttoinetiuies their misfortune not to 

l? w^at *s wisest aud best, 
financial and numerical growth are 

* ‘b* chief ends to be aimed at in 
or Church. The glory of God in the 

ration of the people, and the integ- 
7 of Methodism must be our chief 
Ctr“- It circuits want ministers 
0 w‘li always please them when they 

^ pulf’lt> aud Lt them do just 
^»ey please out of the pulpit ; if 
. 7 Want ministers aud superinten- 
ig *bo will allow people to trample 
j P°*'ty rather than resist, them, 

®**y to see what must ensue. Po

pularity ought not to be the chief aim 
of any minister ; his first concern must 
be to do his duty, and for this he must 
sacrifice if need be, bis reputation.

How to prevent these irregularities 
and guard against these dangers in the 
future is a most difficult problem. Time 
was when old men only were superin
tendents ; now it may be questioned 
whether we have not gone to the other 
extreme ; whether old men are not pass- 
ed by ; and whether to say that a man 
is over sixty is not to disqualify him 
for many a circuit, although he may be 
one of the wisest administrators and 
one of the best of men. Perhaps young 
men have been made superintendents 
too soon ; and the circuits have suffer
ed in their administration in conse
quence. A young man may letdown a 
circuit by allowing irregularities which 
it will take years to overcome and put 
right. This matter is too loose and 
vague iu Methodism. Indefinite quan
tities are always a source of uncertain
ty and danger, and the Conference will 
be obliged to have such enactments and 
regulations about the age of superinten
dents as will prevent very young men 
from injuring circuits, and secure to

ONE WAY OF DISTRUSTING 
GOD.

Of all the ways by which men and 
women can show ingratitude to God 
without being folly conscious of the 
extent of their thanklessness, two lines 
of conduct are made specially prominent 
by their frequent following, and by 
their never-failing presence. One of 
them is the making of perpetual critic
isms on the present state of the weather, 
whatever it may be ; and the other is 
by the constant display of a feeling of 
peevish dissatisfaction with the condi
tion of one’s physical health, i.y one 
or both of these methods a Christian 
may be able to show his distrust and 
irreverence daily, without stopping to 
think that he is doing any wrong ; and 
by them a man of the wofld may raoit 
conveniently give utterance to his 
hopeless disbelief in the idea that the 
world is in the hands of a wise ruling 
Power.

Of the two evils, although both are 
equally destructive to that habit of 
serene trust aud freedom from worry, 
which every true child of a good and 
wise God ought to maintain, the custom 
of dwelling upon one’s physical ills is

spoken to him out of the abundance of 
your heart, listen to him inwardly, sil
encing your fastidious and restless 
spirit. As to distractions, they will 
die away of themselves if you never en
courage them voluntarily, if you from 
choice always dwell in love, if you are 
not distracted by the fear of distrac
tions, and if, when you find your imag-

SABBATH KEEPING BARBER.
A barber, who lived in Bath, in the 

last century, passing a church one Sun
day, peeped in just as the minister waa 
giving out his text from Exodus xx., 
18, “ Remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy.’

He listened long enough to be con
vinced that he was breaking the law of 

ination wandering, you recall it quietly God by keeping his shop open on that 
and without vexation to vour devo- sacred day.
tions.

Follow trustfully the attraction God 
gives you toward his infinite perfection. 
Love him as you would wish to be lov
ed ; it is not giving Lim too much ; 
this measure is not excessive. Love

He became uneasy, and went with a 
heavy heart to his Sunday task. At 
length he opened bis mind to the clergy
man, who immediately advised him to 
close his shop on the Sa’ bath.

He replied that beggary would be
him according to the ideas which he the consequence ; be bail a flourishing
give? you of the greatest love.

Speak and act without so much cir
cumspection. If you are absorbed in 
God, you will be less eager to please 
men, but you will please them more.

INWARD STILLNESS.

our administration an established re- | the more immediately injurious. One 
putation and the maturity of experi- who always takes it for granted that a 
ence Colleagues will have to be made discussion of the way in which he “feels” 
more responsible than perhaps a few is of uniform and pressing interest to 
of them would like to be. As things all his circle of acquaintance, may be 
are now, all the painful work, and all pretty sure that if he is tolerated at all,
the odium of it, comes upon the super 
intendent, and sometimes his reputa
tion is at stake in the difficult and pain
ful duties fiom which for him there is 
no escape, whatever there may be for 
his colleagues. Most colleagues uobly 
sustain their superintendents, while a 
few Lave been known to work secretly 
against them. Their private and open 
fidelity ought to be more required, and 
less optional, though by what legislation 
this is to be brought about is a subject 
requiring very careful consideration. 
We suspect that mure can be done in 
this direction by mutual confidence 
than by legislation.

The Chairmen of Districts have too 
much to do. Some people are so un
reasonable as to expect that a chairman 
shall do as much for his own circuit as 
if he were not chairman^The thing is 
impossible, and so some circuits do not 
want chairmen. It may be that there 
is only one way out of it, and that is to 
release chairmen from circuit work ; 
and when we consider how much good 
they could do by giving all their time 
to the district, when we think of how 
impartially and independently they 
could uphold the godly discipline of 
Methodism, we are not altogether a- 
verse to the proposal of icleasing chair
men from circuit work provided a sat
isfactory plan canbe deviesed in which 
ail the inteiests concerned can be 
thoroughly preserved.

But what can ministers and superin
tendents do without the intelligent co
operation of the layman ? The mixed 
Conference has already shown that some

in his elaborate narrative of his symp
toms and experiences, it is because lie 
is really b loved for another quality than 
that of morbid self-analysis. But if 
the affection and g* naine esteem of one’s 
friends is stretched to the limits of en
durance by this grumbling about health, 
how can we expect that the subject can 
possess any attractiveness at all to those 
who stand father away if the circle of 
friendship or acquaintentfe ? It is said 
that Daniel Webster on one occasion, 
when he was “ shaking hands” with 
the citizens of i rude Western town, 
remarked to one of them, as ihe pro
cession marched past, “ I hope you are 
well sir aud was somewhat surprised 
to hear the citizen reply, “Tbat.-epends, 
Mr. Webster, on what you mean by 
well;" thereupon proceeding to enter
tain the great statesman with a full 
account of his state of health, as view
ed by Limself aud his wife. This seems 
sufficiently amusing ; but after all, 
did not this inconsiderate egotist 
have as good a right to suppose 
Mr. Webster deeply interested iu the 
minute details of his daily aliments, as 
many wiser people have rehearsing their 
real or imaginary maladies to persons 
in bumbler station than the Massachu
setts senator, but still not fond of being 
conscripted as phyeicians whenever 
they chance to meet a fretful hypo
chondriac ?

But grumbling about one’s health 
has a worse effect than that of nieie 
annoyance to friends and^ neighbors. 
It is certain to harm the physical fabric 
by the very force of imagination if by

The state of inward quietude implies 
a cessation of rest from unrestrained 
and inordinate desires and affections 
Such a Cessation becomes comparative
ly easy when God has become the rul
ing ide» in the thoughts, and when 
other ideas which are vain, wandering, 
and in other ways inconsistent with it, 
are excluded. This rest or stillness ■ f 
the affections, when it exists in the 
highest degree, is secured by perfect 
faith iu God, necessarily resulting in 
perfect love. We say that perfect faith 
always implies in its results perfect 
love. How can we have perfect faith 
in God, perfect confidence that he will 
do all things right and well, when at 
the same time we are wanting in love 
to him? From perfect faith, there
fore, perfect love necessarily flows out, 
baptising as it were, and purifying all 
the subordinate powers of the soul.
In other words, under the influence of j-J f , ,
this predominating principle, the per- ' ° - 1
fact 
faith
becomes re-toted ; the various appe
tites, propensities, and affections act 
each iu its place, and all concurrently ; 
there are no disturbing and jarring in
fluences ; and the beautiful result is 
that quietness of spirit, which is declar
ed to be 
price.”

trade, but if would be almost lost.
The clergyman told him he must not 

confer with flesh and blood, but trust 
in God, who requires from us no more 
than is for our good.

The barber could not bring his miud 
to this at once. He sounded his cus
tomers, and soon found they would em
ploy another, should ho close on the 
Sunday.

At length, after many a sleepless 
night, spent in weeping and praying 
he determined to cast all his care upon 
God, as the more he reflected, the more 
his duty became apparent.

lie discontinue i Sunday dressing, 
went constantly to church, and very 
soon became the happy possessor of 
thut “ peace of GoJ, which the world 
can neither give nor take away."

The consequences he foresaw actual
ly followed ; his gmteel customers left 
him, as he was nicknamed a I’uritin,” 
or •* Methodist,” He was obliged to 
give up his fashionable shop, and in the 
course of years became so mu h reduc
ed as to take a cellar under the mar
ket house, and there shave the farmers.

Onr Saturday evening at dusk, a 
stranger from one of the coaches, ask- 

was directed bv the
J,s preuum. m mg pimu.jnr, F 1 ‘ ; 0st)er to the ceUar opposite.
>ct love of God resting "pon perfect , Comi in hastllJ1 he reque,tcd to 
uth m God, the harmony of the soul . . - ... tl*be shaved quickly, while they changed 

horses, adding, “ I do not like to vio
late the Sabbath.”

This was touching the poor barber 
on a tender chord ; he burst into teats, 
asked the stranger to lend him a half
penny to buy a candle, as it was not lightin the sight of God of great £,ough to ebave bim witll gitf„ty. He

^ j_____  did so, revolving in his tnind the ex
treme poverty to which the poor man 
must be reduced before he could make 
such a request.

When shaved be said—
“ There must he something extraor-

BE WARM-HEARTED.
Don’t let us get soured with life. It 

does not meud matters for us, and it 
makes us very disagreeable to others
If we have had misfortunes we are not dinary in your history, which I have 
alone. The world is not all sunshine now not time to bear. Here is half-a- 
to anybody. We love the fresh, light- crown for you. When I return I will 
hearted laugh of a child. Wit y not | call and investigate your case. What 
keep it ourselves in after years ? Does is your name ?”
groaning ease any burdens? We love “ William Reed ’’ said the astonished 
the hope and faith of children. Are j Barber.
we any wiser if we have covered up all “ William Reed!” echoed the stranger, 
the impulse and warm feelings of our j “ William Re-d ! by your dialect you

are from the West.”

of the representatives would be improv- i nothing else ; and wi'h physical injury, 
ed by more experience, aud that the mental hurt is always closely associated, 
business would be got through better It is. however, in the relu-al to honor 
bv men who were accustomed to its God’s good gifts, to receive with trust- 
transaction. There is room for im- 1 ful faith that which he sends to us, and 
provement in this direction, and the 1 to make the best possible use of what- 
improvement is beginning to be thought t-ver strength we possess, that the great- 
about. Borne think it would be well t-st evil comes. As thankful trust is 
if the district representatives were elec- one ot the biighest ornaments of a Chris- 
ted for three years instead of for one, j tian character, so a petulant disquiet is
aud, provided they were not elegible | one of tke greatest blhmUhes in it—if
for immediate re election, it is contend- such disquiet be not wholly destructive 
ed that a system of this kind would in 0f true spiritual excellence. In a word; 
time give us a large body of laymen dissatisfaction with that state of health
well versed in our affairs of law and which you have, is a subt.e and evtr-
administratioii ; but the matter will re- present foe of faith. Just so far as this 
quire a great deal mure consideration dissatisfaction expresses itself, does 
before any ne w legislation is attempted, faith fade and fail; but in proportion
And, moreover, we had better try our as faith asserts itself, so is petty re-

very
the

new Constitution as it stands 
thoroughly before encouraging 
thought of any change whatever.—Lon
don Watchman.

John Muir, the eminent naturalist of 
California, was in the Yoseinite Valley 
in June last, and accompanied many of 
the Sunday-school Institute tourists in 
their tramps ^through the mountains. 
In advising them about the ascent of 
the trails, he was accustomed to say, 

«« Make the start ; go as far as yon can ; 
you may not reach the top, but you will 
not lose by the effort. Every step you 
take will disclose some new beauties.” 
It i, ,o in studying the word of God. 
The highest pinoacles may not be reach
ed, but every well-directed step will 
disclose new beauties.

pining the more clearly seen to be a 
thing which bears in itself, and displays 
to every beholder, the great sin ot vir
tual distrust iu the wisdom of God's 
providence.

ADVICE CONCERNING PRAYER.
As for prayer, use it not merely at 

appointed times, but further, in the in
tervals between your occupations, as 
you feel able and desirous for it; but 
be careful to husband vour strength, 
bodily and mental ; and stop whenever j 
you feel weary. Always begin with the 
most weighty points which have struck 
you when reading. Follow the leading 
of your heart so as to sustain yourself 
with the loving presence of God. Cling 
closely to this adorable Friend ; dwell 
in him with an unbounded trust, and 
say to him all that the simplicity of 1 
love shall inspire in you. After having

natures, so that the woild knows only 
a cold, calm exterior ? We know a wo
man who lias lost all her property, 
though once very rich, nearly all her 
friends by death, has her bands so 
cramped by rheumatism that she has 
been unable to use them for vears, and 
yet she is full of sunshine, and thanks 
God every day for the great enjoyment 
she finds in life. We know another 
who, in the midst of luxury, wishes she 
had not been born, and some others 
who almost wish she had not. Not 
least of all shall ve have to give account 
in the judgment as to what manner of 
spirit we have possessed.

FRAMES NOT THE TEST.
I think a poor invalid, looking unto 

Jesus, shoul 1 not be cast down by the 
want of a happy fiatne. Knowing that 
iu Christ ail i’ulluess dwells, let him 
strive to reach such a frame, but let 
him not make his hope dependent on 
reaching it. “ Why art thou then cast 
down, O my soul ? I shall yet praise 
him." The infirmities of the b >dv, 
and heavy cares pressing on an enfeebl
ed mind, mav for along time cloud the

“ Yes sir, from Kingston, near Taun
ton.”

“ William Reed, from Kingston near 
Taunton ! What was your father’s 
name ?”

“ Thomas, sir.”
. “ Had beany brother ?”

t‘ Yes, sir, one, after whom ! was 
named ; but he went to the Indies, and 
as we have never heard from him, we 
suppose him t<> he dead.”

“ Come along—follow me,” said the 
stranger, “ I am gointr to see a person 
who says his name is William Ifaed, of 
Kingston, near Taunton. Corne and 
confront him. If you prove to be indeed 
bim you say you are, I have glorious 
news for you ; vour uncle is dead, and 
has left you an immence fortune, which 
I will put you in possession of if all 
legal doubts are removed,”

He went by the coach, saw the pre
tended William Heed, and proved him 
to be an impostor. This stranger who 
was a pious attorney, was soon legally 
satisfied of the barber’s identity, and 
told him be had advertized for him in 
vain. Providence had now thrown him 
in his wav in a most extraordinary 

believer’s perception of his interest in j manner, and he had great p'eisiire in 
Cnrist, but they Cannot destroy its ex- transferring a trreat manv thousand 
istence. The rule is, continue looking pounds to a worthy man, the rightful 
unto Jesus; follow on to know the Lord, heir to the property !
Even whej you cannot joyfully say. 
“The Lord is my portion." yet say, 
“ your toul will have no other. “ W horn 
bave I hut Thee?” is as safe a state, 
though not so joyful, as “ I have Thee."

Thus was man’s extremity God’s op 
portunity.

“ la all thy ways acknowledge Him 
and be shall direct thy paths.’’—Pro
verbs iii., 0.

He who is false to the present duty The talent of success is nothing more 
breaks a thread in the loom, and will than doing what you can do well, and 
see the effect when the weaving of a doing well what ever you do, without a
lifetime is unravelled. thought of fame.


