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The Greek mind pxpressed its mward craving | times., however, es ially in the infanes

for a Redeemer differently. and still - more in- ' nations, it-was found amon;:
in a real sense, were walting for Him.  This s stractuvely

Ihe deep spiritual necessity whi b!selves: as when a ~inol
other men, It implies and victually athirms his evident. as on other rrounds, so trom the cag- 11y at the rvet of this craving, at least in the
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at the glorious good is set | be i’ ” :, S ; 8 ‘“l fl up above the illustrating much the same thing, is the visit Laving a nature that is more than buman. But ccived, and the rapidiny with w hich it every -
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1 L namil ag world. The paid to our Lord by certain Greeks, who sought 1t also implies and virtually affirms his equal re-

Apostles in their official capacity had to testify . . ar v O lati . . . . . = ¢ . . 1

. » an interview with him through the medium of ationship to all who possess that nature. He in soil wade rich by the dead vegetation ol past consciousness of sin, for sin s thrat which cuts | the dearest, and were made to stand i sae

his disciples. Jesns himself scems to have seen is not ashamed to call them brethren. He is of centuries, and, in a comparatively short period,

virtue would surren

country or his ity from <o

ousness, more or less realised, of distance and | mity © or as when several tosether wer

Onward rides the bright sun o'er thee,
Forward rolls the ocean yet.
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rone. It was the Christian’ siness on- | ¢ s ! eud i i ist 1 i jon f . :
Ef ! ristian § lm. ness o CON= 1 foundly significant words with which He greeted guide to the interpretation of the other. Christ  its prevalence, and could find one only, in the [ mg destruction from the presence of the Lord, | was it the essence of the rite. Life
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*Look not backward!” Radiant, shining,
Truth's bright sun adown thy path

Warms the heart that ne'er repinin
Fears not aught the future hath.

God who guides the little sparrow
As it falleth to the sod,

Joy will give thee for to-morrow,
If thy life be trug to God.
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assertion ; they must be witnesses for Christ, | ¢ s . ‘ | rmps . i | . . . T . 1 ‘ g : i i T
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act of wrong-domy was

+ Look not backward i Onvard poweting. o sl et e feisle. one case, 5o there was none in the other. Ile| Emperor and his people that their citics, their | ished trom Eden, would have wandered yet
Mark thy path with noble deeds ;

Patient toil will bring thee blessing ;
Earnest labour forward leads.

« Look not backward ! "Iis before thee

That the glorious good is set ;

Now we can hardly fail to see in this a real

lifax. N. 8. Now is the judgment of this world ““w‘canuul be related to one part of the race with- forts, their army, their places of public .-‘»\..n_lf.ulln r on and on, hopelessly and endlessly, | though unintended reference to Hin who in
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— Onward rides the bright sun o'er thee,

Forward rolls the ocean yet.
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:~ha|l the prince of this world be cast out.  And | out being related to the whole, nor represent ‘ their palaces, their senate, their forum, were had not the Lord God, or, as the Chaldee para- | due time died for the ungodly Fhe institution
| 1, if 1 be lifted up trom the earth, will draw all lone without representing humanity. If be- | all filled with Christiaus.
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phrase significantly  has i, the Word of the l could not have been oue of cruclty and lust,
. . . [ men unto me.” St. Paul calls the time of our Lord's adveat Lord G, sought him out. This coming to | nor gne of fanaticism and tolly werely. Out
ness in His cause.  They were also bidden to | : : ' ‘ {

I heir f i K ll And then, as if to complete the symbolic in- of any, for the like reason He is assuredly the | the due time,” and still more suggestively | bim was in truth hi _redemption, and the re-|of such a root it was impossible for 1t to have
ro where their former hile was Known, am . . s P . € ‘ N ne e |
8 | struction by one final example, a circumstanee Saviour of all.

causc he was the Son of Man he is the Saviour

¢ the fullness of time.” The terms ** due” demption therefore of all who were subsequently | sprung, or, if’ sprung, to have continue d 1o hive
branded as renegades from the ancestral faith, | ; o P S i ", : . - . . g y A .
A : | oceurred at his erucifixion whi_h infidelity could This universality applies also to his redeem-| and ** fulness™ have, doubtless, reference in
had to prove their credentials amongst exaspe- . .

to be born of him. It was this especially, be- | and spread.  We miss its deepest meaning,
: ; X " a . s . . ause the « then . giver One who >y . ‘

. ) { hardly regard as an accident without meaning. | ing  sacrifice. « Behold the Lamb of God.|the first instance to some particular period, cause the promise was then . given of e who | and miss also that specially important corrobx
rated and hostile fellow-countrymen.  In con- |

+ o clusion. the breacher urged his 1 : ¥ [ There was atfixed to his cross an inscription | which taketh away the sin ot the world,” were divinely appointed beforchand, which was then should mediate between the two, of Him in|ration of our own faith which it supplies, by
‘lusio e preacher urged s hearers to conti- s A " o T ., N . . v lost nrivileoe " divine 1 e oy ocesting for it s — >
ARIED AMD INDEFERD= THE WESLEYAN MISS y - v 1 o l = . Cproclaiming Him the true Messiah, and, there- the words with which the Baptist grected Jesus completed ; but we should miss much of their whom the lost privilege of divine int: TCONING| SgRoatng lor ", a ground in the natural
i ) SSLEYAN MISSIONARY ANNI- | nued prayer to God for an outpouring of his | e o . ) : . . oo ia ; should be restored—m whom man should again | instinets of humauity, unless we connect it with
e VERSARY Spirit fore, the promised Redeemer, not in one lan-| whea first he saw Him. And complementary deeper meaning if we did not also apply them .

TOLITIC®,  FIELD i guage only, but in all the great representative | to these, describing the other and simply mural!to a moral result—to a certain condition of | be united to Gody because in Him God bad con- | Him who was to be. and afterwards became (he
CE AND NEWS ¢ SENMON BY THE REV. F. E. TOYNE. SERMON BY THE REV. DR. STACLEY.{languages of the world—in Hebrew, the lan-| effect of his sacrificial death, were the words of humanity that had been attained by a course of
paper pub'ished for the- - guage of revelation and religion ; in Greek, the | Jesus himself already quoted, in which He providential dealing with our race, in which .
«x and professionsl man, language of culture and art; in Latin, the lan-|speaks of his cross as a magnetic centre that | both Jews and Gentiles were alike, though not which the Greeks seam in various ways to have | avails sothing tosay b, the Dagen Goves
wperal resder. guage of cmpire and law.  Moreover, this in-|should draw all men wnto Him.

descended to be united with man ||rlv|\ili;||i|:|| for our sins, and not for ours onh

= ) = ) Now it was the oljeet of this promise after but also for the sins of the whole world. Tt
I'he second of the preparatory services took

place as usual at City-road chapel. the preacher
. o ) being the Rev. J. Stacey, D. D., Principal of
. The Rev. F. E. l”."""' of Bristol, l”""‘ch'"ll the Methodist New Connexion College, Shef-
in the new chapel at Mostyn-road, North Brix-| eld.

The Anniversary services were inaugurated
on Tuesday evening last, when

equally, concerned. The world had reached telt: and not only: they, but all who were heard of Christ. They wanted that which 11,
o . ) . . . . o506 | b . : . " cheir lite w wointed to give, and in seekiug tor at
scription was placed there by the very judge “ Sin,” we are told, ** is the transgression what our Lord himsell designates its * érisis brought under the influence of their literature | Was appo l‘ o ¥ ;‘. 1 | :I,.l .
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who condemaed Him to die, and in ignorance y from their | themselves, bowever mistakenly- and blmdiy,
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of interesting, amusir - . N . P e . —had come to a definite te ss history | And religion.  1f anything is lai .

:hly whe le‘-n’:‘e ro-d'l:" s . I'here was a large attendance.  The { the far-scarching sienificar Cbi . of the law ;" but sin has an essence apart from I'mll I( """ o a ‘k‘ ﬁl"m" ':’”" - “f hm‘:;-‘ S atory "i' is that there was a dl,.,.i,.‘. never per- became witnesses for Him without their know
! 2 . te - . K. .| 2 o . . : [ of the far-scarching significance of his own aet. ot i . g e rhie arke rpas . e J P ; "

high class journal, sod ton. The text was Acts i. 7-8: ** And He following is a verbatim report of the discourse - | . = s e o Loted b any formal act, just as there may be a general e m,” v i ,]'“‘ rm‘n " hs listinetly articulate, yet always struggling | 108 it. It avails as little to say that their sacn

y. from lively to severs,’ said unto them, it is not for you to know the | Constrained it may be, by an influence he could | disorder of the whole system without visible | Present and the future, and which consthtutcd | haps distinctly articuiate, yet alwa i thout authorit d without virt
S i ) N . . . L . . . v H a v - " T 1 hiate | c€s were without anthority and withoul virtin

o all It emb dies the times or the scasons, which the Father hath put ’nm resist, he became the preacher of a trath in eruption in any particular place. It is this| 0 fact the utmost point of preparatfon for the into some sort of expression, for immediate . ) ¢

ally called, and editorial- § : . “ Now when Jesns ‘was born i Yorlilohe f ' T Tiover - ) 4 o ) . S ; : yotie
.e of '“"j“(:"’, while the in His own power.  But ye shall receive power | e, in the davs of Herod l‘l‘:-'-“L |I.lyl',‘ ).,lp!l..:l.ll,‘ :'I.,‘-‘l“ { which he did not believe, announcing to all pre- | which makes the act sinful, avd which makes | appearance ol Him who was to be its Prince

s arc alnays of ihe choi after that the ““l.v Ghost is come upon you ;| came wise men from the ¢ st to Jernsalem, saving, sent, and to ages vet unborn, that the King of | the man
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jeru- Where is He that is born King of the Jews ¢ for we | the Jews had become the sovereign and saviour

. s have seen His s'ar in the cast, and are come to wor
em and in all Judea, a S i ; ) , i
salem and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and ship Him. # # * % And when they were come
. P :
unto the uttern o3 parts of the earth.” 'The| into the house, l,ll‘.\ saw the voung child with Mary

clear, because a matter of distinet revelation,
preacher remarked that in one sense the Apos- his m ther, and fell down, and worshipped Him | ic of all existing religions.  Of these conceived scious part.  We may be actuated by precisely How other portions not accomplished by them
and when lht')‘ had opened their treasures, they pre ) 9 . 3

sented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankineensc and by human intelligence or supported by human | the same spirit as those by whom the deed is| were distributed among the nations, it would

|
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THE SAVIOUR'S MISSION,

communion with God through the mediom of a and were at the best but sad exhibitions ol
inner even in e and Saviour. Divine inearnation.  The readiness to belieye human weakoess and degradation. They wes
. M"",.,r N‘." t" cases where be dm-.- = e in the possibility of such a communion, and sacrifices nevertheless, and were offered in the

not act at all.  Therc is in fact a dread possi- I'be distinguishing part taken by the chosen I .
bility of our sharing the guilt of a transaction | people in this preparatory work s sutliciently
Until Christ restriction was the characteris- | in which we have taken no immediate or con-

SERIAL STORY,

re shore stories, will inva-
A\HII‘N‘r.

of the world. even to seize the faintest "“l"' of it, is well ex- belief that lhl'_\‘ 'mn-wnwl the roquisite eth

emplified in the case of the people at Lystra, ciency to obtain the favours dircotly sought by
who when they had heard Paul and Barnabas, them. They were hence figures of the true

wld be without it and seen the miracles which they wrought, eried blurred and blemished no doubt most de

ply,
tles of our Lord have no successors. Being

T AT T e e 0

e H ill figure The wlared as certainly as 3
e . " & i : . 5 . . . . & . . f aloud, ** The gods are come down to us in the but still figures. I'hey decls g amly & s
n circalates more largely the official witnesses of the resurrection ot [myrrh.”  Matt. ii. 1-2-11. authority, it could not well be otherwise, seeing [ done, and lack only the opportunity of partici- beguile us too far from onr immediate purpose ”:’ ‘ ¢ "_.‘ " the id : rinated | did the sacrifices under the law that ** without
o lass amon, W . : o . L. . . . . £ . . 2 : . " ; Ikeness of men. owever the dea ongimated ‘ .
l:'.':huln‘l n‘lll‘uf:-m'-l peopls Christ, they were without successors ; but their I'wo very high qualities of mind are here ex- that man was incompetent, by the lack ot every | pating in the deed itselt. It was on this prin-| to inqurre. But it can hardly adinit of ques- .

. . . A 7 i assion.” and de
Vot ato s . i - . o i X whether it was the suggestion of their own shedding of blood is no remission,™ anc
Dominivn of Canada, and work was the Christian's, and consequently the [ emplificd @ First, an ardent desire for truth:| needed qualification, to originate a religion that | ciple that our Lord charged the Jews of his day | tion that in the government of our world the e i ke

. . Jared as certainly, and by the like means by
i Ce e . . ; ¢ . v . o] . . . ) ; . spiritual need operating naturally through the | * ANly., ) 4
merica. the ":"?" ;““L‘:{ chief principles of their conduet wmight be|and secondly, a childlike disposition in the re-| hould be nniversal.  But this was true also of | with the murder of Abel and Zacharias, and of | race has been viewed as one from the very '.l dlity of I" = e imaginati s their multitude and variety ——their own inherent
America, and is the ‘e . o Aok -3k s p Vb ) - . . ) ) L . . P . © TRl e : ertility of a h ctic unagimation, or a S 5 ’
e Unit d States for those accepted as the legitimate guide of Christian | ception of it.  Bothappear in the character ol | tl-mt one in particular which was confessedly [ all prophets from the foundation of the world ;| beginning, that the lines off Divine Providence, lingeringe echo. b slonz the "w”_.‘ and re. | weakness and unprofitableness ;. and so declared
Ipper 1en Thousand. It life. The answer that Christ gave to their|these Eastern sages. I'ruth it was they sought divine.  The proud boast of the Jew, ** Webe [ and that the Apostle declares of certain apos- | starting from the first promise after the first o b ! - i
ation in Wall =treet. and

. . > g O 1 . a ne'r o o
ed by successive generations, of the words the need of some other sacrifice which, by 1t

yvate bankers 'n the United
b, und {is on file in nearly
voms snd similar iustitu
werary 10 the New Word

enquiry whether He would at that time restore | in seeking tor Jesus, and though they sought it Abraham's sevd,” was no mere bravery of | tates from the faith that they crucify to them-

transgression, were all drawn, though seem-
the kingdom to Isracl might be considered as|somewhat blindly, ax knowing but little of Him | words

It meant more than that the patriarch | selves the Son of God afresh, and put Him to ingly apart, yet ever in the same
an answer given not to the Apostles only, but|in respect to whom their inguiries were di- | W the root from which the tribes originally [ an open shame.  Sin is what Scripture calls the were made finally to converge in
to the whole Church in all ages. Much had

of merey first dropt into the cup of man's bit- completeness and universality, should render
direction, and i )

F terness when e was! about to be driven from | Femussion possibl ce for all. They thus had
the/manifesta- a meaning beyond themselves, and deeper than

aill be found both valus
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been said about the earthly conception of the
beavenly kingdom which the Apostles enter-
tained, but he had little sympathy with the im-
plied censure. For a long period their path
had been lighted with a perpetual blaze of mira-
cle, act after act of their life became visible in
the light of prophecy as a portion of a vast dra-
ma arranged by the counsel and foreknowledge
of God. They held converse with One who
had risen from the dead, and who went in and
out among them in an awful and mysterious
manner. Already they began to have an
idea that some work ot superhuman require-
ments was imposed upon them, and that in
some unknown way their beloved Master was

lives, and their proficiency to teach was proba- that to them

them to look to the heavens for a sign.  To the

thev were ‘¢ Israelites,”

tains and for larger draughts. But whither | the nations, set apart and circled round by a
must they turn for these ? They necded some | special Providence which made them the peculiar | Christ
direction from above. Their philosophy taught people ot the Most High.

heavens, therefore, they address their anxicties
At length the wished for sign ap-
Out of the serene depths of their East-
ern skies a strange phenomenon comes into
view, u miracle of light, which may well be to

Why they were chosen to this fhonor is only
to inquire why any people should be chosen at
all: and this again, is but to demand why the
purpose of God in the redemption and renova-
tion of humanity should move in.one course ra-

ther than in another. The reason may be hid-

heart. Religion and science, as these were 10T of their distinetions and privileges given | rupt disposition of the heart, which may have
then understood, had been the pursuit of  their by St. Paul, that and | as many outward forms of manifestation as there
* pertained the adoption, and the | are possibilities of buman action. This dispo-
bly as great as was possible to any of their glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the | sition, analysed and distilled to its utmost

countrymen. But with still unsatisticd desire | law, and the sery ice of God, and the promises.” | esense, i

s always found to be enmity against

they longed for more, cspecially for other foun It meant therefore that they stood alone among | God.

Now this is ‘* the sin of the world ™ which
as ** the Lamb of God" hath taken
away. The Baptist, you will observe, does not
pluralise the term, but gives to it the breadth
and emphasis of a comprehensive and absolute
unity. The sin is one, whatever its diversities
of form and aspect, and this one sin is atoned
for. An atonement for sin universally is of
course an atonement for all sins in particular,

. T . . . . S g s . . his earthly paradise —certain it is that the an
aote ’ w sourht i : . | <prang. It weant, in the comprebensive inven- | ** carnal mind.” Itis a moral quality, a cor-| tion of the Son of God. It is at least in har- Yl ’
rected, vet they sought it with their whole | I 1 Y

mony with this view, if not in proof of it, that
the idea of redemption, and the feeling after a
coming Redeemer, were up to this period wide-
ly prevalent among mankind, and ever and anon
bave found uttersnce in what have been des
cribed as unconscious prophecies of the Sav
iour's advent. The Jews, no doubt, in their
commerce with other nations carried about the
prnmis-' of their Messiah.  The |n'u|n'|.~-', as
older than the Jews and belonging to the race,
would originally be slow to dic out.  Its echoes
might become faint, but they would continue to
be heard. When the form of the promise was
forgotten, the substance of it would still remain
When the divinely-instituted memorials of it

nexing divinity to humanity, with the distinctive
prerogatives of each combining in the same
person, is not now and then only, but even com-
monly met with in all the main elements of the
intellectual and religious life of the Greeks.
This is true of their poetry, their philosophy,
their art, pre-eminently of their sculpture, in
whose marvellous and matchless workmanship
the highest genius sought to body forth the no-
blest of divine attributes to the noblest of human
forms. It is true separately of the very grandest
creations of their many-sided mythology, in
which indeed we find assigned to some of their
divinities functions, such as instructor, healer,
deliverer, and judge, which belong really and

the heathen knew.  They looked towards Cay

alry, and spoke, though with no conserous arty
culation of those who used them, of the one
great Oblation to be there presented; and o
testified of Him who was to be both priest and
victim at the same time, that He was what
Divine prophecy had from of old affirmed Him
to be, ** the Desire of all nations.”

HI.—A third suggestion of this narrative is
the universality which with Christ shall ulty
mately be received and acknowledged. First,
of all, let us hear the testimony ot Seripture on
this point 1t is a light thing that thou
shouldst be my =ervant to raise up the tribes of
Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Isracl

-.,e;,w‘,.,mammw
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K efficiently only to the Son of God. Donbtless, | T will also give thee a light to the Gentiles that
W : : 3 about to inaugurate a new kingdom. They |them as a messenger from God. Connecting | den from us, though a satisfactory explanation | and so consequently for all sinners. were lost, other memorials would take their

v of Wales, frie by mai : ! L. ! a . - ; = s

ies ! e by all Gl would have been more than men had they not | this with what they have heard of a coming Re- | might, doubtless be found, where it necessary

serib rs will be sug plied expected some convulsion of nature. some |deemer, or at least of some great and mysteri- [ now to seek for one. But it is sufficient here to

Restriction

i there was wuch of error and much of evil in all thou mayst be my salvation to the end of the
in such a case is plainly inconceivable, save in place, even though they became, a< in many

this. Their mythology, was but mythology at carth” These are the words of she Eternal
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overthrow of existing political powers, sowe
restoration to a visible pre-cminence over the
Gentiles. Our Lord did not reprove them, but
He answered their questions ia an unexpected
mauner. [n that answer were three plain divi-
sions of thought : first, a declaration that the
Church was intended to be ignorant of the

the Church; and lastly, a designation of the
work of the Church. Christians were design-
edly left in ignorance with regard to the future.
What peculiar juncfures of providence might
arise ;: what influences might be sent down from

ous personage, whose near approach 18 felt as
a kind of universal gravitation of men’s minds to-
wards him, they commit themselves to its ccles-
tial guidance, journeying from their own land to
Jerusalem, and thence to Betbhlehem,where find-
ing the newly-born King of the Jews, they bow
before Him in lowly adoration, and honor Him
future ; secondly, a revelation of the power offwith their choicest gifts.

How far their expectations and hopes wer
realized by this visit, and with what increase
of wisdom they turned to their own country we

are not informed ; but the spirit which animat-

observe that, as a matter of fact it belongs to
God'sJordinary method to operate on one age or
ummlr‘\, pay, oo many ares and countries, not
by immediate ilnpl't-.~~iun on the whole, but by
the agency of single individuals and single na-
tions whom he chooses for the purpose, making
them, it not the vh-]mn‘it:\ri\'i of his counsels,
vet the instruments of his will, endowing them,

- it, with means and

even withont their knowin

qualifications for some special work in connec-
tion with the general progress and destiny of

the world which e does not assign to any oth-

actual result; and this depends on other con-
ditions than simply the efliciency of the Saviour's
sacrifice. The sacrifice must be known, and
when known thankfully and trustfully accepted,
otherwise it can no more avail to individual sal-
vatian than water untasted can avail to quench
one’s thirst, or medicine untaken to heal one’s
disease. But the sacrifice itself admits of no
limitation. The soul of Christ was made an
offering for sin, for sin wherever it exists, and
therefore is He the Saviour of all men, especi=
ally of those that believe.

The corollary from this is, that salvation is

cases they did become, grotesque and degraded
The promise appealed to a universal want, andl
the want was felt when the last trace of the pro-
mise had been long obliterated. This want
would itself crave and grope for some kind of
supply. Every great necessity of our nature
demands its appropriate object, and feel its
way towards it, it not intelligently, why then
impulsively and blindly And this greatest of
all necessities would be sure to do the same.
The sense of inward discord that would he felt,
with the conscionsness of inward impotenee

the burden of present miseries, with the fear of

other miseries yet to come—these would lead

the best, and in process of time became so cor-
rupt as to be often the vehicle of the most de-
grading passion and lust. fThis however hinders
not but that there was truth at the bottom, some
preserving salt in virtue of which the mass of
heathen fiction did not. wholly rot and  die
There was at least the confession of a real want,
together with a vain endeavor to meet it, and
with these, or rather because of these, there
was alooking forward to Him, albeit dimly and
unconsciously, in whon) the want should be com-
pletely and abundantly supplied, because in

Him heaven should ﬂ',;:lill come down to ~':lrll|,

Father ; and what He thus promises to His Son
the Son engages to achieve for [himsell.  On

the oc

ion of certain Greeks pressing for an

interview with Him, we have seen the horizon

of His redeeming work expanded on His view

to its vastest circumference, and His spirit rose
and kindled into the far-reaching prophecy
“And I, if T be lifted up from the earth, will
What the Son thus

engaged to achieve for himself the Spirit

draw all men unto me.”

expressly assured for Him, when He declared
that the Father had ** highly exalted Him and

given Him a name which is above every name;

B o

ed them throughout was one which seldom whol- |er. Soat belongs to his method to reach great | (e birth-right of every single Individual, both

and man be restored ta fellowship with God.
ly fails of its object. Therc was little in the |crises and new cpochs, not by vast leaps and | ear and afar off.

that at the name of Jesus every knee should
s for six mot thy or lorg> heaven ; what powers might be unchained from

men to long and look for a deliverance which
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He is born to it as surely
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beneath ; what heroic souls might be raised up
to dare great things for Christ, or what craven
hearts should be permitted to betray Him;

circumstances which determined their expedi-
tion to satisfy a pnn-]_\' critical reason, but they

find sufficient in them to warrang and engage

<udden transitions, but by preliminary training
‘lllll >ln\\ ;ll‘.\u)rr\v lvl‘rln:\l‘in;: llu' race, or some

representative portion of it, when the shadow

as he is born to the sin which occasions the
need of it. It belongs to him by purchase, by
covenant, by exceeding great and rich promi-

they could not work out for themselves, and so
for a Deliverer greater and mightier than they.
How much they were assisted in this by secret

Divine communications vouchsafed to single

But the existence and prevalence of sacrifice
aflord, perhaps, the best illustration of our po-
sition.  The origin of this institution may be

open to dispute,though no theory seems to meet

bow, of things in heaven, and things in warth,
and things under the earth and that eyery
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord
to the glory of God the Father.” Suchiis the

how long the mediatorial scheme might demand their faith. In the house of Joseph and Mary on the dial shall mark the appointed hour, to
for its completion, and when the ear of the
weary world should catch the first sounds of

wihaecopy of g1y one of

ses: and hence to withhold it, or to withhold
el Engravings® with each
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ater on a fresh carcer, or to pursue with ac- 5 individuals at particular fines it would be im- the ditliculties of the case so well as that which
L et ’ purs the means to it, when these are in our power,

there was absolutely nothing to indicate the -

ascribes it to God Jut s antiquity and s of His glorious essence

celerated motion the same career, without shock possible to say, hit perbaps it affords <ome
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the clarions of the sky announcing the Messi-
ab’s triumphant entry into a blood-bought
world —were things designedly hid from the
Church. . Their primary trust was not in a God
of providence, but in a God of grace. All
things worked together for good, but only for
those who loved God ;. grace having produced
love, previdence was on their side; but let sin
vontinue, and providence would prove the
avenger of a broken law. He admitted that
Christ taught the care of God for things most
minute, and He taught further that the Most
High was conscious of the operation of His
laws, x0 that not one sparrow fell to the ground
without I1is notice, but He was opening these
secrets of the Father’s love to His children.
The wisdom of the Church flowed from the

presence of royalty: but Jesus himself was
there. and though a child, in simple wonder and
jov they fell down and worshipped Him. What
w;h‘ lhi-.i but that teachableness of disposition,
combined with reverence and trust, before

or vibration, or violent change of any klnd.
Now, it was on this principle that the descend-
ants of Abraham were chosen for their special

mission. They were constituted by divine elec-

which truth, in almost every department, is
ever most willing to unveil berself?
it but that very spirit of childhood which the

viour himself atterwards specificd as the key

tion the Messianic people, and to them it was

aiven, through the long centuries leading up to

4 the fullness of time. to prepare the way of the

Lord. to make straiclit in the desert a highway

for our God.  This == adoption,™ as the Apostle

is to wrong bim of his share in the common
spirital inheritance of the race, of that which
constitutes his dearest and most needed posses-
sion, whether for this life or the next. It is
more, it is to wrong ourselves by a hard and
selfish indifference “to his deepest necessities,
which cannot but re-act upon our own religious
life, by preventing the growth and expansion of
those generous syinpathies and charities, in the

that should unlock to us the kingdom of heas
en?  The secret of the Lord is with them that
fear Him, and He will show them his cove-
nant.

The more direct subject of this narrative is
the Epiphany, or Manifestation of Christ to the
Gentiles, to this 1 propose .~|wri:|l|\\ to call
your attention, in a few suggestions grounded

upon it.

ealls it. restrictive in its obligations, was re-
It |»l:l<'wl the

nation under a sovereign dispensation of mercy,

strictive also in its advantages.

in whose institutions and privileges no other
nation could directly share.
But in Christ this restriction ceased, and the
The Son of
!;_'llil.\‘ll as Da-

nation was merged in the world.

David was henceforth to be rec

slowing ardour and maturity of which we come
nearest to the measure of the stature of the ful-
ness of Christ. It is yet more: it is to wrong
the blessed Jesus himself by limiting the em-
pire He would otherwise gain over the souls
He has redeemed, by lessening the number of
spoils He would clse accumulate from the con-
||ul'!l he has achieved over the rulers of the
darkness of this world, and by taking from the

ground of belief that such assistance would not
be wholly withheld—that even in the records of
the Old Testament there is at least one instance
in which the spirit of prophecy was given out-
side the limits of the Jewish Charch, and mort
than one in which it was given to men of no
very exalted type of religious character

This  hope ol redemption would express
itself differently Ly different people, and in a
manner  consistent with their peenliar genius
and culture.  In the case of the Magi it was a
vearning for light, as a redemption from dark-
ness. These terms were with them represent-
ative of good and evil, which were eternally at
strife with each other, and at strife in the heart
and life of every human being Man was him-

self unable to terminate this strife in a com-

universality cannot be disputed, since, in all na-
tions, from the carliest times, among all peo
ples, the farthest removed from each other,
whether in actual distance or by diflerence of
civilization, the rite has been found to exist.
This fact cannot be satisfactorily l‘!plliuwl ex-
cept on the supposition that sacrifice has some
positive ground in human nature itself.  The
Divine Being may have originally ordained it,
and his word as a seeret message may have ac-
companied mankind whithersoever they went,
even atter all recollection of its being his had
died out ¢ but, unless there had been a deep and
imperative necessity in their moral condition,
to which it was thought in some way to respond,
it wonld appear impossible to account for its

wide ditfusion and its unbroken continuance

As soon as His gospel was ready for uiver
sal acceptance, Christ commissioned s diser
ples to give it universal publication. " Go and
teach all nations™ was His sovereign ¢ ommand
o 4\ll|>4»W1‘r 1s given unto e an heaven and
earth,” was the ground on which His Royal
mandate was based. ** Lo, | am with yon

alway, even unto the end of the world,” was

the assurance by which He pledged for them
not unl_\ |wrmnnl succour, but final suceess
‘There is something «ublunely Imperial in these
utterances : there 15 something rather divinely
majestic.  The words are those of a Con
queror, and those of a King. Christ speak«
as knowing that the ‘world is hisv already
There is in his tone the consciousness of univer

sal proprietorship, and the surc anticipation ol

. —p—
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eulightening power of the Ioly Ghost. The
lhmlnws(l..n beclouded the human mind fell . S Ned ** the Ki I
now from this dark body, and now from that, | the first of these. Heis here called * the RIng | pand into the kingdom of God, and the sced of

1 one or another might come bétween it and| ! the Jows, .b"t ""ﬁ N h.m‘l l,.l.w Ehan ) ge- | Abrahamn was to include all, to the end of time,
signation of his Messiahship.  The Jews had

nam: v 8250 per apnuini.
ae wmvied hecon'®

| o mini-sion of twenty -

t om o)l sub cripiions 1€

1 1 final vi | i He looked Saerifice is of different kinds, though no «a- universal possession.** The world s mine
e . . » and final victory over the ey : looke . . | p— r > g X PR 2
many crowns, or from the living jewels thereof, E plte r“' ‘_ " " 1' i 'I = lll ‘ ' . "’ CH erifice is worthy of the name that does not in He seems to say, the ancieut decree, 1 will give
. : : % ‘refore s help from above + e -, :
with which his head shall finally be vnmrrlml}l_h' relors l_”’ U LR LU ¢ IOoR AL
i fact. to Him who was the Light to overcome

’ = . vid's Lord, and Lord of all The theocracy of
1.—The unire /‘\'u/:/!/ul the Sariows’ s mission

the chosen people was to expand, and did ex-

clude the surrender of that which is dear and | thee the heathen for thine inheritanee, and the
when the whole universe of saints and angels | X ) L hard to part with, It may be eucharistic or uttermost parts of the carth for thy, possession, is
for him and free him from the darkness.  And 2

o . . . shall adoringly “,"k""“'l"‘lg" Him as Lord of .. | propitiatory, a sacrifice of thanksgiving or of now fulfilled. Go therelore, and gather the na
tis wdveriiscment onc% the Sun of Righteousness. It was the end of who should have Abrabam's faith. This it was| g as the stars were the chosen symbols of His

. . . . . | tions into my kingdom, and fear not the result
" yed .ou send- - »xclusive interest i i, ugh an interest . . ) 5 . o s 3 . T atonement : but unless it contain something of | . )
y for ionniyoars MO the ministry to remove these obstacles, or when | M0 X lusive interest in Him. tho "' " | which the visit of these wise wmen to the 53-1 1—A second cestion of thi g majestic brightness and benignity, He looked | =50 5 e L ot be deemed “;"1 cither to yourselves or 1o others, for lo' I am
i o - IO . «culiar The " < 'Y own, . . " —A second suggestion o 1S narrative . ) b 2 p ‘rer, 3 a- .
—— that was impossible, to reflect from the Word | €mine ntly peculiar. Ihey were g jour's eradle visibly attested, as this it was oo to Him through these.  But the tendeney ol

" with vou alway, even unto the end
as no other nation could be, and to them He is the unicersality with which the Saviour, whe- 3 \ 1o the en

But He came to them that through

Jue by him to whom it is offered. It represents
. of the Lord as from a mirror the light of truth

wd goodness.  Men might dispute as they came first. ) : ! ;
would ahout the evidences of Christianity ; them He might in due time be made manifest to

which Simeon. a little before, had joyously ex- heathenism is ever downward, and so in time i R : The Gospel which the disciples we thu
tiich . = Ta. . ther consciously or unconsciously, was anticipa- . . nothing of gratitude or penitence in the one, - - ,' P ”, J 'f i ' '
pressed in the Temple, when, with the infant | . N { the sign gradually took the place of the thing . - commissioned to  disseminate contains in itself

ted and desired. Redemption was no after-| . .. o and so can procure nothing of grace and good- -
signified. I'he stars themselves became the the reason and pledge of its univer al diffusion

Josus i s <. he ** blessed God and said, . L.
Jesus in his arms, he ** blesse >0C . | thought of God, but present to His mind from

all. Some pvnplv must be chosen for the honor Lord. now lettest thou thy servant depart in |

. . . A ness from the other
object of man’s reverent attention, and instead
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¢ adverti ing medium

‘M,‘Llnigh( raise what objections they thought
it to the forms of faith; they might assail with
subtle and perplexing eriticism the Holy Serip-
tures : iy they conld never destroy one lmml'
of the truth of Christianity.  They were dri-
Yen 1o strange  subterfuges to account for it,
bat the presence of mea leading holy lives

. after the model of Jesus Christ, and
"hlbiting an entirely new species of character,
"‘lcon\-incing argument incapable of refa

.. and this honour, by the deter-

of his nativit

minate council and fore-knowledge of God, was
assigned to them. Theirs was his eradle, and
theirs too was his cross ; butin truth Bethlehem
was the birthplace and Calvary was the altar of

l»]r l\!'m'l."
the world’s Saviour.
This is the natural suggestion of the scene

oy e e ; ve
here exhibited. The wise men, you will ob-

peace, according to thy word: for mine eyves
have seen thy salvation, which thou hast pre-
pared before the face of all people; a light to
lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy peo-|

The universal monarchy of Christ is ground- |
ed on the universality of his personal relation to |
us, and the universality of his sacrifice for sin. |

{ the beginning. The coming of Christ was not

[ a single unrelated event, nor an event connect-

| ed with the history of a single people only, but |
[ one bound up with the history of all peoples

|
and necessary, in fact, to the very continunance |
| and progress of the race. A single people, it
is true, were set apart by a special Divine con-
secration to prepare the way of the Lord, but |

i

of simply beholding God in them, he was led
to scek instruction from them. At some surh
staze of religious culture as this were the wise
men of our history. They were not idolators,
and yet they were students of astrology, and
in their studies tfound at length the Saviour
whow they had looked and longed for.  God

! . . [ met them on their ground.  He condescended
the preparation, though eminently theirs. was to their weakness and even to their error, asin

To eucharistic services the term belongs
only in its borrowed and sccondary meaning
its first and most essential idea is that of re-
demption from evil by means of a vicarious
offering.” It hmplies an interruption and deep
disturbance of the relations subsisting between
man and the higher powers supposed to rule

Lis destiny, and is a means, or thought to be a

Christianity, Butler tells us, = a republication
of the religion of nature, but a republication
by means of a clearer revelation and undes
higher sanctions.  This alone would, in a cer

tain scnse, give it the empire of the carth.  But
it is also a revelation of additional truth, and of
truth of which man feels the need as much as of
the old.  Nay, it is the old which gives lim to

feel his want of the new, while the new. as soon

o, .ans. by which to bring back s -

BMS serve, were not Jews, but Gentiles, and they The former is implied in the very name, or ra- | . . P , s et ning unk’ an o resenialy: | oo apprehended, s found to be the necessary
8 0.0 N ! ) o ke e . I . Skt . not theirs exclusively. The same word of pro-| onsilerate tenderness and love He ofté lish the lost harmony. In this sense the hea-| . 1 .

r, latiosertion  §0. 0. Then, Christ’s answer included a desig- | came from afar to welcome and to worship the | o 0 and title, by which for the most part | hecy which d Hus - how | most considerate tenderness and love He often : —_— complement of the old. It meets, too, when
additionsl) 0.1 "lion of the character and of the extent of the| ** Holy Child Jesus.” They cawe, too, at the - . phecy which announced ths appearing to them | g ., iy grder the more surely to lead men to then understood the rite, and in this sense they

He chose to make himself known. Rarely does

. fourth of the atore rated : " s : e if "
fourth of the ato 'ﬁ of the Church: ** Ye shall be my wit-| very beginning of his eartbly career, as if to he call himself the Son of God, but nearly al-

known, with a ready response in man’s heart
limited will 'e comtim

‘ announced also that ** the isles should wait for | Himself

He gave them the sign they were practiced it universally, however high their cul-

His law.” 1f H the H f Israel,” He| 1 1 One & I and consceience, particularly at great and <o-
" . . Y | His law. e was the Hope srael, e | . . . - > oweve . One Kife was ore . ] X e h h

‘ %mes.” Jesus himself was the faithful and|daim an interest in Him from his birth; andto| .4 Ghvious preference and design, | 1AW y Opt O AAEAS €| watching for. As though astrology were a | ture or however low e Wfe was offered up | jon crises of his being, fitting into his every
rged sccordingly. e o el dosi . s 4 immediately after ki ways, i p 57 | was likewise, even though they had not heard |, il e and a true religion, he kindled for |10 place of another—a life that was not for- ;
bd advertinen ents to be ® Witness. It was his testimony which had | them He was manifested iminediately alter lns g

- . the Son of Man. The phrase does more than of Him, ** the Desire of all nations.” b i ) ) e
f""{dﬂened the world as to God, its own state, | presentation in the Temple. They came, more- express his simple humanity. This indeed, | them a new star in the heavens, and through feited in the stead of one that was. The sub-

" privileges, and its future ; and He had com. | over, not from any impulse or speculative fancy | 0o ve needed no expression at all, had be O e o o h dmtils guidance led them right into the presence of | Btute was commonly taken from the multitudes
; . : ) ) > !

condition, answering to his deepest negeds, and
interpreting and fulfilling his noblest desires
and hopes.

It is but another view of the same truth

very faciiity nuxn-n':
end Jo» Wonx of ®
d despatch on reasc

time of His coming was of all times the fit-

3 . . . g £ ot ° . : s a6 o ook | of inferior animals, now one, and now many
* to HUis people to confirm the witness | of their own, but by clear direction from above, 1ot been more than human. No reason would Him who was and is ‘‘ the true Light which ¥




