v THE WESLEYAY.

- butsoms impradent speech made ln Englend; led %o the
suspension of this grant, and an dkase was published
ordering the operations of the society 0 be wholly
ruspended. E’very taing remaing exactly as it was.
‘The Bible, bible-house, registers, all nre exactly in
the same sijuation. Nothing isdestroyed or dissolved
but all suspended. The Empe_m'or bas, however,
meca fit to allow a new society to be forined, called
the Protestant Bible Society. He also sulfers, and
‘indeed encourages, a Tract Sociaty. Of eourse the
tracts are first examired by a censorship ; but even
this in Lussia is no evil—(or thestarp of the go-
vernment is'on all the tracis, aud this stamp gives
them force and value ia ths provinces. The Rus-
sian povernment is very liberal as to all religious
; opinions, and the greatest frecdom prevailsiin the dis-
semination of Gospel truth. Trom foriy io Sfiy
.tracrs have heen approyed by the.censorship, and are
distriouted in Iarge gmantities, and in ditferent lan-
usg(3 ia the Russian dominions. The Protestang
%ibla Society which has ezisted four or five years, has
circnlated several thousand copies of the Holy 3crip-
.tures evcry year. But thex, in Russia, fesv can read
waen compared to tie balk of the population. ‘There
arc half a million of anbles that can read, and of
cou:se the merchantaand those engaged in commeree
can. The nobles are well instructed. The class of
‘mevchants i3 increasing and improving. Tlie slaves
eannotread. There are 22,000,000 cf slayes belong-
iug to the nobles ! and 13,000,000, of slaves belon
_ing to the government ! None of these 85,020,630 of
slaves can read ! in Finland and Courland there are
noslaves. In Poland there art none. [n-St. Peters-
burgt and Moscow there are many devoted men—
many sincere and zealous Christians in Southern
Russin. Prince Alexander Galitzin is a devoted
- Chnistian.  *“[ observed many Mshomeians, | atiend-
ed at their mosques and worship,” said Mr. Baird,
¢ and their zeal and sincerity in the cause of the false
prophet struck me foreibly. ‘T'hey appesred to me
1o bo the claes for whom, and far, whase convebsion,
the least ia doing in Russia.”” On the whole the
cause of Protestantism and tiuth is gainiag g-ound in
that country,
In Polend, the state of religion is deplorally low.
+ In no eountry that Mr. Baird tad visited had he seen
religion 50 low as in that land. The Protestanta are
very few indeed, and those which exist are Germans.
There are a large numsber of Poles belonging 1o the
Greek Church, and then the rest are Catholics or
- Jews. The Jews in Poland form a distinet race, and
fulfinl hy their presence, their appearance, and their
condition, the predictions of Holy Writ. There,
indeed, thay are a separate peaple. bey do not dress
Jike the rest of the inhabitants. They wear a long
coat down to their heels, bave a girdle round their
waists, a broad-brimmed hat, and their besrds are
utishaven. They look indeed, like strangers in a
strange land—and their -custom of carrying sticks
and staves gives them the air of pilgrims who are
about to leave for their own native land once more,
They not citizens—they cannot live within the
walls of cities. They are divided into sects ; Mr.
Bairdiconversed with severalof them. Some of them
;:onfenedblheir full brd‘»:f lhaht their Saviour was yet
0 come, but some of. them have so far de
ar to have no faith, no religion at all. iamesied
wt mi.nsi?l;n"‘u employ
Society in labouring amongst them, and their
hu;o been n;ecqnful. Thydnu all of them cli:l;oom
and eminently pious rmen, and much good ha
becn eﬂ'ecwq. But, then, how few l”e the :::3..':'.:
compared with the extent of the work. There are
only seven or eight tracts translated into the Polish
Iapg\gtp. There is just now a reasonable spirit o

In the Austrian dominions there is pot much geg
going on. The Poman Cutholio religion (pre
neariy everywhere. in Hungary indeed, and ig
‘T'ransylvania, Protestsntiem is nnproving ; and ¢
wife of the Viceroy of Hungary takes a deep in
in the cause of truth, is a sincere Christian, and e
erts her commanding influence oo the side of truth, |

The cutline of the tour of Mr. Baird could net fal
of exciting great interest in all who beard it, and §
féel persuaded, that though I have thus ng‘ndly i
impe:fectly presented to the readers of the Stand
my recollections of the meeting of yesterday ev
at Paris, yat that, as true Protestants, they will ¢
light to mark the progress of the cause, and will
cerely desire that the hopes of the excellent man wig
has juet returaed from his Protestant tour will ¢
more than realized.
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MINISTEKIAL.

From k¢ London Watch.am.

Ix grother column, we incei: 8 lctter from Mr. Con+
dei; rathzr in explanatior of the passage in his sp2echf

on yhick we dhought it our duty to offer a tew oR

vations, tina in ieply to the observations themselvenl
The tone of Mr. Conder’s letier makes us willing ta#
hazard some additional remarks on the important sub-4.
jects to "sbich both we and he bave referred. o
Our first remark must be on English Hetbodm.};
andon what we may be a'lowed to term its gemeral ea=.{
reer of prosperity, so far as that may be su %0
be indicated by an almost uniform annual increaas:
in the number of its members. We spoke, in our for-
mer notice, of the two years of decrease, (1820 lnd.

1831,) cs presenting only insulated facts, from wkicly
no general conciusions could be inferred, least of i), 8
coaclusion ia support of the a¥ument which ran §
through Mr. CcnSer’s address. 1o the object of taes]
sddress, we of course never intended to offer any op= ]
ition. We are quite agreed with our res }
crrespondent as to the absolute necessity of a godly }
ecd faithful ministry, and we dare say that, had ve !
the opportunity of muiual explanation personsily, 3
we should not disagree on the subject of a leerned— §

we should prefer saying, a well and suitably insiruet-
ed—ministry. For the latter, the Wesleyans bave

recently made a provision eimilar to that which'i:; -

been minde by some other bodies of Christians ;
it should not be overlooked that the theological trein— |
ing of candidates for the ministry bad by no mesns

been neglected even previously to the establishm=ns |

of their ‘Theological fnstitution :—that this Establisd-
ment, in faet, onI{ sims at aecon:rl'uhin‘ systemati-  j
cally, and u "ﬁ" scale, and (we are perfectly °
willing to aamit) with far greater assurance of suc—
cess, what had previously fieen done less regularly,
less extensively, and with far ter probabilities
of failure. As to the other requisites, they have ne-
ver been for a“ moment pretermitted. Suitable ip- |

struction has always been acknowledged to be im- %

riant,—and we rejoice that the plan for its regu-
ar and extensive bestowment bas been attended,
even at its outset, with such happy omens of future
success ; but godliness and fidelity having been from
the beginning contended for as necessary, absolutely
and essentially necessary; and all that human fore-
sight and prudence could do to secure them has been
e:?:, and done, we may be permitted to say, not in
We are not sure that Mr. Conder will accompany
us a step farther ; but among the Wesleyans it is a
first principle that the ministry must be divinely
They believe l:bn;:obmgol‘my engage in it
y, even thou, e should be willing to
devote himself tn the full performance of all it!‘lf-
duous duties. They bave placed what we may éall,
': passing, the doctrine of the Church of England on
the subject, at the very basis of that ministry which

slone they can consent to recoguise, and with them ';
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