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by any municipality - Whigh chooses to address it

secretary, whose address can be found in the account
given elsewhere in to-day’s paper of the Association’s
meeting. It continues {0 make intelligent study int

}I(i[;lI'li\, to report on the hest forms of construction,

the m {

most effective apparatus for protection against

fire, and “to Join withi the property-owner in a at

termined effort to matérjally reduce the tremendous

draft on our resources daused by fire.”
”zep

DAIRY PRODUCTS.

The remarkable feature of the dairy trade of Can-

ada for the last few wkeks has been the very high
prices for cheese and blitter, and dealers are asking
themselves how long and to what extent these can
continue. It is true thiit, in the case of cheese par-
ticularly, the production!in Canada is incre asing, and
bids fair to do so still mdre in the future, but the chief
factor in the situation so far as this product is con-
cerned is the British market, which is very bare of
supplies. Many importers are complaining of * the
high prices asked, and sbme indeed are holding back
from buying, but there afie others, it would seem, who
must have cheese, whatever b the price. There is
another point which, it seems to us, should be taken
into_consideration by thése interested in this end of
the business, particularly in Ontario. While high
prices will, no doubt, stimulate production, there is
a feature which militates against the largest results
along this line. We refer to/the probable lack of good
pastures, which many farmers have in view. This. in
conjunction with- the high.cost of millfeed will, no
doubt, tend to balance matters, Looking at the mat-
ter from all points of view, itlis difficult to prophesy
as to the course of theicheese market during the
present season. Pruden¢e and careful observation
\\111 evidently be required|in large measure. Receipts
1 Montreal for four week$ of \Ya\’ were 125,548 boxes
as against 65,375 boxes fgr the similar period of last
year. The prospects are'in favor of high prices for
a while, but these will spo stimulate the makers to
extra exertion, that values! may take a sudden drop at
any time, especially if the §eason be a moist and favor-
able one.

And if it be difficult to speak with any degree of
assurance regarding the chgese éutlook, that for butter
appears even more doubtful. | It would appear as
though the high prices in| England were largely the

result of over-competition amun;; the dealers there.

Choice Canadian butters gre in very good demand
] L Strathcona has been{making complaints to the
fect t colomal butter is frequently “watered,” or

" nipulated onyj arriyal in England If
practices could be geally! prohibited, it would

btless be a good thing for Canadian butter. He
mntends that a good gradé of butter should not con-

tain mére than 15 per cenf. of water, and less would

be better Moct adw:
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feom the country districts in

Ontario and Quebec are t® the leffect that the make

this vear be larg«

o€
buyvers and repreSentatives of the Mont™®al

) Merchants’ Assogliation, last week. after a

s auarrel of me dimensifins 'with the Butter and
4.]1('("\‘ | 1 f Cow ,'1]1~\j"‘\ 4 4’('(‘5!](‘(] to leave that
body, as 1weainsé the restrictions recentls
made as to buvi; Thev i an idea of attemptine

to form a new board, with r#l nd reculations similar
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tensive and serviceabléia body as this can be secured

to.those ot Kindred associations, but later mlormation
states that tnis has been abanadoned. 1he cmet sources
o6 dimercence between the buyvers and sellers are m
the questions Of a guarantee o1 we ignt, and ot ]M_\ ment
betore aeunvery. Lic scuers deciare nere 1s some
kind of a combination among the buyers to Keep down
prices However, according to latest advices, an un-
derstanding ot some sort has been arrived at

Lhe strengtn of egg values continues unabated :
indeed it is becoming a source ot constant remark with
each recurring year. The quotation of 10 to 17C. at
this time of the year is llllln‘«l one to be looked
long time before paying, though apparently there is
no nelp for it, and dealers must pay the price or go
without,
e e

A BRITISH REPRESENTATIVE.

The British Board of Trade has resolved, as our
English letter has mentioned, to despatch a repre-
sentative to Canada to “ascertain and IH\(\H".II( the
extent of the competition which British goods have to
meet in that market, and also with a view to indicating
any further openings which may exist for British trade
in that Colony.” This looks like a move in the right
direction ; on the other hand it may mean that Mr. F.
C. T. O'Hara’s suggestion that the British Govern-
ment should appoint commercial agents throughout
the Dominion, with a view to counteract the influence
of the numerous American consuls, has been shelved,
for a time at any rate [t appears strange that the
British people can fail so persistently to understand
the importance of this country as a growing market
for their wares, and that B ritish merchants and manu-
facturers will not take the trouble to go the right w ay
about securing it. Not only this, but they appear to
resent the idea of Canadians buying goods (made to
suit them), through American commercial travellers
or resident agents. - As if any John Bull amongst
them all had ever lost his chance
goods that suited him on account of any paternal
sentimentality in favor of C V

to buy, anywhere,

anada or anv other colony.
Does he expect colonial filia]

sentiment to accomplish
what his fatherly sentiment

cannoet? Who ever knew
loyal or patriotic feeling strong

enough to overcome
self-interest in matters of commerce. We are not so
near the millenium as that
e e

THE BRANCH BANKING SYSTEM.

Canadians find so much satisfaction in the work-

ing of their banking System, and are so fairlv and well
served by it at times of the year when fin: 1}1(11‘ pres-
sure might elseshere be ted develop, that
they cannot wund rstand w] when panics and
“squeezes”’ come at Inter i ol the stock
market in New York so 1 ( e as tha t
the United \1 3 does 1 del banking sys-
tém, some ot whose ped 1 exceptional features,
1dopted forty odd vears 120, 1 in to hamper and in
~sOome cases to T l ket I 1S
rue tha an 1 he Unites
States espe \ 4} Northern
States, are ¢ S l y Qyvat
ind would like to se tur e e
their country But othe he oseat
majority . are oppesed to the | ankine \\\L
which they very likely do not undercian e
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