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The Jubilee of the Immaculate Conception

tion for May named and blessed
Sy th;nthe Sovereign Pontiff.

“I am the Immatulate Conception™
was the response as if from heaven,
io the definition of December 8th,
1854, proclaimed by thoe Uhumhl on
It has been a response given
such prodigious
of

earth.
at Lourdes amid
signs that there can be no doubt .
its heavenly origin or of the authori-
ty of the voice that uttered it. In
light and celestial glory with the tes-
timony of miracles, Mary Immacu-
late roveals herself as the hope of a
world plunging back into paganism,
a vision of supernatural truth, grace
and purity, before the eyes of n;nli.xms
defiled by the stains and vices of
materialistic age.

a

Our reigning Pontiff, Pius X., in or-

der to prepare the world for the com-
ing jubilee, calls its attention in an
Encyclical to this great truth, aud es-

eablishes the claim of Mary Tmmacu-
late to our confidence and devotion.
In view of the Intention for the
month of May, we can assuredly do
nothing better or more pleasing  for
our Associates than to-give them a

summary of the thoughts of this beau

tiful letter.

L L] .

Referring to the chief reason why
the fiftieth year aiter the proclama-
tion of the Immaculate Conception
should excite a singular fervor in the

souls of Christians, the Pontiff asks:
“Can any one fail to see that there
is no surer or more direct road than
by Mary for uniting all in Christ and
obtaining through Him the perfect
adoption of sons, that we may be
holy and immaculate in the sight of
God ?”’ TFor she is that blessed one
among all women through whom the
Son of God, invisible in Himself, by
a new birth became visible in our flesh
and as the Son of God made man is
the author and finisher of our faith,
it follows that His Mother Most
Holy must have shared in the divine
mysteries as their guardian, and af-
ter Christ as the noblest foundatioh
of the faith of all centuries.
Divine Providence has been pleased
that the Man-God should be born of
Mary, it only remains for us to re-
ceive Christ from the hands of Mary.

Hence Holy Scripture almost inva-
riably presents to us the Redecmer in
figure and prophesy as united with
His Mother. The Lamb was to  be
sent to rule—from the rock of the de-
sert; the flower was to blossom—
from the root of Jesse. Adam
the woman crushing the serpent’s
head, and he dried the tears that the
malediction had - brought into his

Since

saw

eyes. Noah was saved from the de-
luge—but in the ark. Abraham was
prevented from slaying his son, in

whom all nations were to be blessed,
—by an angel. Moses was overcome
with wonder at the sight of God in a
burning bush that was not consumed.
Thus after Christ we find Mary the
fulfilment of the figures and oracles of

the Old Testament.

As to the new dispensation, when
shepherds and Wise Men led by signs
and apparitions, sought the new Lorn
King, did they not find Him with
Mary His Mother; and can it be doubt
ed that with her alone of all others
Jesus was united for thirty years in
closest ties of intimacy and domestic
life? She had a clear knowledge of
the mystery of the Incarnation| which
is the beginning and foundation  of
She kept in her heart and
pondered the events of Bethlehem, on
what took place in the Temple of the
Lord in Jerusalem, and sharing the
thoughts and inmost wishes of her
Son, she may be said to have lived
His very life. Who ever knew Christ
as she did, and who therefore can be
a more competent teacher of the
knowledge of Christ ?

As we obtain through Mary the
knowledge of Christ, to know whem
is eternal life, we also gain through
her more easily that life of grace of
which Christ is the fount and princi-
ple. Because she is the Mother of
Christ, she is our mother also, for
Scripture tells us she brought him
forth not only as the Man-God, but
also as Savior. ‘“For this day is
born to you a Savior who is Christ
the Lord,” born namely, as Head of
the mystical and spiritual body of
the redeemed. ‘“We are many in one
body in Christ,” all we belicve in
Him. All who are united in Christ
by the Grace of his Headship are,
says the Apostle, ‘‘members of His
body, of His flesh and of His bones,”
The mother of the ITead is the mo-
ther of the members. We are, there-
forem by grace the children of Mary,

and truly of the members of Christ
which we are.’”’ (St. Augustin). Who,
then, can doubt that she uses aii
means to obtain from ‘‘the Head of
the body of the Church.’ that = He
transfuse His gifts through His mem-
bers, above all the gift of knowing
Him and living by Him.

Mary has still another claim to the
title of Mother of the Redeemed, be-
cause of the intimate part she took
in tho work of the Redemption. Hav-
ing given the substance of His flesh

to the only-pegotten Son of God,

who was to be born with human
members, a subsfance from which the
victim was to be prepared for the sal-
vation of men, she was entrusted
with the charge of guarding and
nourishing the victim and of pre-
senting Him for the sacrifice at the

appointed time. After a never-broken
communion of life and labor bLetween
the Son and the Mother, when the
last hour came, there stood by the

Jesus His Mother, offering
her only-begotten for the human race,
participating in His passion, and
willingly suffering all the torments
which  her Son suffered. Now, by
this communion of pain and will
Mary ‘‘merited to become most wor-
thily the restorer of the lost world
and. therefore, the dispenser of gll the
gifts which Jesus purchased for wus

by His death and His Blood."’

True, the distribution of these gifts
hgiongs strictly to Christ in His own
right, who is by nature the Mediator
between God and man, yet, by that
participation of pain and sorrow, ‘‘it
was granted to the august Virgin to
be with her only-begotten Son, the
mediatrix and advocate
(Pius 1X, Ineffabi-
fount-

most potent
in all the earth.”
lis.) Christ is therefore the
“‘and of His fullness we have all re-
ceived.”” Mary is the channel or, as
St. Bernardine says, ‘‘the neck of our
Head through which every spiritual
gift is communicated to his mystical
body.”” She is the first of ministers
in the distribution of grace; and as
Christ sitteth on the right hand of
the Majesty on high, so Mary stands
at His right hand, Queen, “‘the surest
refuge and the most faithful helper of
all in peril, so that we have naught
to fear or despair of as long as she
is our guide and protector and inter-
cessor and defender.”” Hapless, then,
is their lot who neglect Mary under
pretext of the honor to be paid to
Jesus Christ. As if the child could
be found without Mary, His Mother.
So true is it that Mary knew as none
else knew the secrets of the Heart of
Jesus; she distributes as by a moth-
er’s right the treasures of His merits
and is the surest help to knowledge
and love of Christ.

This which the devout
exercises and solemnities ought to
have in view at the approaching cele-
bration of the Immaculate Coneception
of Mary, to know and really love
Jesus Christ, also to follow His ex-
ample. Tnless we to outward
manifestations the homage of the
heart and will they will be empty
forms, mere appearances of piety.
‘““He that lwepeth my commandments,
he it is that loveth me,”” and as the
Virgin said to the servants at the
marriage-feast: ‘“Whatsoever He shall
say to you, do ye,” so if we turn
to her with true devotion of the
heart and will, we shall keep the com
mandments.

is the end

add

Hate of sin. . Let all, therefore,
take this as certain that if their pie-
ty towards the Blessed Virgin does
not keep them from sinning, or in-
spire the desire to mend their evil
ways, it is false and deceptive niety.
That true devotion to Mary should
show itself in hate of sin, the
dogma of the Tmmaculate Conception
teaches. We shrink with horvor from
the thought that, as Denis the Car-
thusian so well expresses, ‘‘this wo-
man who was to crush the head of
the serpent should have been crushed
by him, and that the Mother of God

very

was ever, even for a moment, the
child of the demon.”” Why this but
that God and sin are divided from

each other by an infinite chasm. Such
is this hate that from all eternity He
decreed that the future Mother of His
Son should be free from every sin,
and by a singular gift Hée accorded
her from the first moment of her con-
ception the privilege of exemption
from that original stain which the
children of Adam bring with them
into the world as a fatal legacy.

If, however, we wish, as all should

and she ds “the Mother spiritually
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worthy of her, we should
might and main to imitate the
ample of all her virtues. True
can hope for heaven only so far
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we bear the image of the patience and
sanctity of Christ, ‘‘the first A bom
among many brethren.”” But our
weakness is such that the splendor of

and J. Fairbairn, of Edinburgh.

How many of these oﬁce famous
publishing h are known to-day?

the divine Exemplar over and
dazes, and the Providence of God has
proposed another exemplar, who. be-
ing the nearest possible to Christ, ac-
cords more closely with our little-
ness. This second pattern is the Mo-
ther of God, in whose life, as in a
mirror, says St. Ambrose, is reflected
“‘the brightness of chastity and the
form of virtue.”” We desire the faith-
ful to copy with particular earnest-
ness the chief virtues which are the
nerves and jointe of Christian life.

Faith, Hope and Charity ever shone
forth feom Mary's life, yet they reach
ed their highest brightness when, at
the foot of the Cross, amid blasphe-
mies and mockery because ‘‘He made
Himself the Son of God,”” she recog-
nized and adored with unshaken con-
stancy His Divinity. She placed Him
dead in the sepulchre, but never for a
moment doubted that He would rise
again.

The love of God, with which she
was consumed, makes her a partaker
in the sufferings of Christ, and at the
same time, as if forgetful of ner own
sorrow, she prays for the pardon of
the executioners though they cry out
in their hate, His blood be upon us
and upon our children.

The error of our times, which aims
at these virtues a deadly blow, and
strikes .at the very root of Christia-
nity itself, is Naturalism. It denies
the original fall, consequently the
need of a Redeemer, grace and Church
But let the people believe and con-
fess the Immaculate Conception of
Mary, and all these dcgmas are safe.
Rationalism, materialism, anarchism
are torn up by the roots and to
Christianity will belong the glory of
protecting truth and order.

Well, then, may we pray during
Mary’s month that the preparation
for and approaching celebration of
the jubilee of her Immaculate Con-
ception may beget all over the world
a renewal of that true devotion ex-
plained in the Encyclical of Pius X.
—J. J. C., in Messenger of the Sa-
cred Heart.

OLD PUBLICATIONS,

(By a Regular Contributoms,

It seems to me that it was Sir
Boyle Roche who once said: “‘The
next volume I read was 5 serles ten
books.”” I may use this uninten-
tional “bull” in a very literal man-
The next of my old publications
consists of a series of forty-five vol-
umes—the edition was published in
London, in 1817. These volumes are
small pocket-editions, averaging two
hunured and fifty pages each, and
bound in old calf, a form of binding
calculated to last till Doom’s-Day.
They are ‘“The British Essayists,”
with prefaces, historical and bLiogra-
phical, by A. Chalmers, F.S.A., 1
look upon these volumes as priceless,
not only on account of their _age
and rdrity, but also on account of
their unique form and the unlimited
fund of information conveyed in the
classic style of the great masters of
English, that they contain. I will
not attempt, this week, to enter) 'mt,q
any analysis of these masterly essays
I will confine myself to some expla~
nations as to what this series con~
tains.

ner.

In the first place I will mention the
names of the publishers of these
books—each series, and often each
volume, having -a special puplisher,
dating back through the latter half of
the eighteenth century. I copy from
the title page :

Printed for Nicholas, son and Bent-
ley; F. C. and J. Rivington; G. and
W. Nicol; Clarke and sons; A. Stra-
han; G. Wilkie; Scatcherd and Letter-
man; J. Nunn; J. Cuthell; Longman,
Hurst, Rees, Orme and Co.; S. Bag-
ster; J. and A. Arch: Lackington and
Co.; J. Black and son; Black, Par-
bury and Allen; J. Asperne; J. Ot-
ridge; J. Richardson; J, M. Rich-
ardson; R. Scholey: Highley and son:
J. Hatchard; J. Harris: R. 8§, Kirby,
R. Pheney; J: Mawman; Baldwin,
Cradock and Coy; J. Booker; N.
Hailes; Sherwood, Neely and Jones;
J. Ebers, P. and W. Wynne; Gale
and Fenner; C. Brown; Ogtes, Dun-
can and Bochran; J. Bohn; A. K,

wish, our devotion to ba full and‘Newmm and Co.; Rodwell and Mar-

How many readers possess volumes
that come forth from any of these
houses ? Yet they were all {mport-
ant in their time, and they all gave
to the world some of the most per-
fect: models of English composition.

Now I will state what these vol-
umes are and how many of each
publication. The ‘‘Spectator,’”’ nine
volumes; the “Tatler,”” five volumes;
the ‘“‘Rambler,”” four volumes; the
“Guardian,”” four volumes; the ‘““Ad-
venturer,’’ three volumes; the
“World,”” ten volumes: the ‘‘Conais-
seur,”” three volumesk! the ‘‘Idler,”’
one volume: the ‘““Mirror,’”” two vol-
umes; the ‘‘Lounger,”” two volumes ;
the ‘‘Observer,’”’ three volumes; the
“Looker On,’’ four volumes; the
~Index,”” to the series one volume :
making forty-five volumes in all.

There are two prefaces written to
this edition—one in 1803, the other
in 1807—both short, and both very
necessary to explain the information
I purpose giving in future issues. The
first of these prefaces runs thus:

#When this edition of the British
Essayists was undertaken by the
Proprietors, the office of Editor was
intended to be confined chiefly to the
collection of the several papers with
the folio originals, or with the best
editions in other forms. The many
errors that have crept into the most¥
valuable of these works, and had been
copied from edition to edition with-
out discovery and without disturb-
ance, rendered this highly necessary;
and it was a task, howover labori-
ous, which the Editor will remember
with pleasure, if it shall be found
that his design has been accomplish-
ed in any considerable measure. He
was led, however, to suggest, what
the proprietors readily acceded to,
that this edition should be distingui-
shed Ly some accounts of the history
of each work, and of the lives of such
of the writers as were less generally
known, in the form of Preface. For
the plan, therefore, as well as the
execution of this, he is wholly ac-
countable, and has little to advance
in defence of his attempt, or in ex-
tenuation of the errors that may be
discovered, but the plea that the
times he could spare from the collec-
tion of the papers, and the correc-
tion of the press, were short and ir-
regular, and that the materials of
these Prefaces were to be sought in a
variety of volumes and records, which
it may be probably thought he has
not. been able to arrange in the hap-
piest manner. A foundation, how-
ever, it is presumed, is laid for future
investigation; and some articles of
literary history have been recovered,
which are curious and interesting.

In tracing these the editor bpgs
leave to acknowledge, with respect
and gratitude, many valuable commu-
nications from various literary friends
particularly from Mr. Nichols, Dr.
Burney, Rev. G. Cambridge, Rev.
John Warton, Samuel Rose, Esqy, of
Chancery Lane, Dr. Charles Coote,
Mr, Duppa, and Isaac Reed, Esq., of
Staple Inn, a gentleman who in ques-
tions of literary history, was never
consulted in vain: By such assist-
ance, it is hoped, something has been
done to revive the attention of the
public to a species of writing peculiar
and highly honorable to the genius of
our nation, and which has so emin-
ently contributed to its advancement
in refined taste and = decorous man-
ners.

A. C.

January, 1803,

The second preface runs thus :

The Editor has little to add to the
advertisement prefixed to the British
Essayist, published in 1803, unless
to acknowledge, on the part of the
Proprietors, the rapid sale of the
work: which they are happy to find
has been generally considered as a
standard in  every juvenile library—
and on his part, the liberal notica
taken of these Prefaces in the Nterary,
journals. These he has now endea-
vored to énlarge and improve by in-
formation recently collected  from
various sources,

Although the number of volumes
remains the same as in the last edi-
tion, by a different arrangement,
room has been made for the intro-
duction of ‘“The Looker-on,” an in-
genious and elagant paper, which was
very favorably received Ly the public

and it is hoped will he accounted no |
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All  over tha American Republic
there are spasmodic efforts being
made, by certain well-intentioned peo-
ple, to establish anti-treating socie-
ties and to have anti-treatinglegisla-
tion. It is a subject that occupies
the pulpit as well as the platform.
It is an off-shoot of the temperance
announcements that are constantly
going on. As far as legislation s
concerned, I have very little faith in
it; but I do believe that a great deal
can be done, by those seriously in-
terested, through means of socfal in-
fluence, and especially of fashion, or
custom. No doubt that treating at
bars is one of the most fruitful
sources of extreme intemperance. - On
this examples I can count by the
thousand, and I have seen hundreds—
I do not exaggerate—become drunk-
ards, simply on account of ithe social
glass, or the treating habit.

SOME REFLECTIONS. —I have
reflected often and long upon this
subject, and especially as I stood on
the curb-stone and watched the ac-
tions of ordinary individuals in life.
I have noticed, times numberless, a
couple of men meet, shake hands,
chat, and just as they were about to
part, one would ask the other to
‘“‘come and have something.”” And
away they would go. Now, if there
were no such g thing as treating, the
invited one would have gone home,
or to his office, or about his busi-
ness, and would never have thought
for a moment of going in to get a
drink. He did not want it, did not
feel the need of it, had no thougnt of
it. It was suggested to him, and
he would have felt it to be an act
of unfriendliness to have refused. He
went in. There he felt it his duty
to at once return that treat. So
the two of them had two drinks each,
and possibly more, while had there
been no treating, the one would have
gone his way sober and without any
drink, and the other would probably
have gone in alone and had one drink
and no more. However, were there
no such g thing as the social custom
of treating, at least two-thirds of
the open drinking of the day would
be done away with, and thousands
on thousands would never contract
the habit, nor form the taste. This
is one of the great inconveniences
and unfortunate results of treating.

THE INSULT OF IT. — Did any

of our high-minded, high-spirited Citi~
Zens ever reflect upon the veiled  jp.
sult that an offer to treat Contains 9
You meet g man on the street, he
offers to pay for g glass
you. Why ?  What does he expect t,
derive from that act ? 1Is it you?;
good he seeks ? Does ne Suppose
that if you need a glass of liquor
you cannot  buy gne for yourself ?‘
Just refléct upon it, Imagine a man
coming to you and saying, ‘‘Come
along poor fellow, I know you can-
not afford a drink, I have more mo-
ney than you, I will pay for one if
you care to come and have it.” Yoy
may reply no man would ever use such
words. No, but, when he asks you
to have a drink, he says that \vl;ich
is equivalent of the other remark,
Then, again, Did you ever meet, a
man who would stop you on the
street and say: ‘““You look hungry,
come and have a lunch, I will pay
for it ?”” Or one who would say:
‘“You look shabby, come in and I
will pay for a coat, or a hat,
pair of boots for you 2"
likely,

of li yuor for

or a
Not at all
No one would do so; and it
anyone did so, you would take it to
be an insult to offer you a meal, or g
hat, that you may need and that
will benefit you, how much more so
itis not an insult to offer you
drink that will a
you do not need ?

a
hurt you and that

CONCLUSIONS:—I suppose that it
is scarcely necessary for me to draw
conclusions from these few brief o
servations and reflections; they seem
logical enough to suggest themselves,
Nor do I expect, for a moment, that
anything I can write will have the
effect of preventing the mean and de-
structive habit of treating. Yet I
will have the satisfaction of having
written it, all the same. There is
one remark that I would make, and I
call the special attention of the
young people to it. If once a cer-
tain set finds out—and they always
seem to find out by instinct—that
you do not trt;,-at,, nor accept treats,
you will see how little of their comw
Pany you will have. They have “no
use”” for you, as the .saying goes.
When you had your hand in your
pocket, ever ready to treat, or ac-
cept and then return a treat, they
were to be found near you, around
you. They met you every here and
there, at all hours, as if by accident.
But the moment you ceased ‘reat-
ing they turned off to seck pastures
new, or other geese to pluck.

inconsiderable addition to the series
of British Essayists.
A, C.

December, 1807.

L L ] .

All that I have thus given is for
the special purpose of asserting the
importance and authenticity of the
volumes before me. It would be out
of the question to attempt any ap-
preciation of the works of the Bri-
tish Essayists. But who were they? |
What age did they live and  write
in ? What effect had they on the
formation of modern English litera-
ture ? These are questions of the
highest educational importance, that
—with the consent of the management
—I will fully answer in g series of
contributions ranging over a month
and a half or two months. In fact,
I believe that the information that
my old volumes afford is calculated
to benefit all readers, young and old;
but especially the young, who are
starting out upon the long pathway
of general education.

FRENCH CONGREGATIONS.

The exodus of the Congregations
from France continues, says the Free-
man’s Journal, The Jesuits are
preparing a new College in Jersey
for French pupils. A teaching Order
of Brothers has established its head-
quarters at Taunton in England, and
another was warmly weicomed the
other day by the Mayor of Susa, in
North Italy. Father Desmaisons, of
the Congregation of the Holy Ghost,
who has arrived at Bordeaux  from
the British Niger Colony, says that
in the said place both French and
English missionaries are on the same
footing, irrespective of creed. The

British Colonial authorities are glad- |

1y accept’ng the services in hospitals
of TFrench nuns who had to leave
their country.
Gambia and the

. ‘I. ’-MGD,ONNELL.
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Westmount.
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+ Logan Homestead

A rare opportunity to secure
a home or business site in #
centre wherelauod is coustantly
increasing in value.
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