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n Theosophy

BY J. HARRINGTON

HEOSOPHY is but one of the many mediums
through which humanity seeks to eseape from
the actual facts of life. It arose, characteris
tically enough, at a time when the Christian religion
had been driven to its last through the

Haeckel and

other mighty minds of the nineteenth century

extremity
revelations of Darwin, Lyall, Spencer
Its founder; Madam Rlavatsky
officials of

the Russian novelists eive us

belonged to that

group of Russian state whose mentality

a pitiful and, witha

terrible picture; father, mother and husband wer:
all members of the bureaneras An Indian prinee
revealed the great secret to her and informed her
what she was reauired to do. that the materialism
which was sweeeping the world micht be halted

A number

f years spent in India completed the

education and, i conjunetion with Colonel Olcott

an American army official, she formed the Theosophi

i1l Society in 1875. He seems to have been an ex

cellent organizer, and Madam had a genius for mys

ticism and never lacked courage
This mfluencial couple, 'in 1889, had the good
fortune to acquire the assistance of Annie Besant

already famous in the radical and seeular movement

and thus known to militants everywhere. Her as

sociation with Charles Bradlaugh in his attacks upon
with G. W
taking the

religion and her three nights’ debats

Foote on “‘Is Socialism Sound? she

affirmative. had established for her a premier ]\]dt'n'

among advanced thinkers. She had few equals in

the movement as an eloguent 'advocate and was

equally effective with toneue or pen

death, in 1907. she became President of the Society

ind has been ever sinc

Through her influence, seientific thought to some

extent, and scientifie terms to a lareer

extent ape

prevalent in. the literature and on the platforms

through which Theosophists speak. Tt is an insidi

ous doetrine in consequence, and offers a substitute

to those honest minds which cannot consistentls

reconelle the creed of ancient desert barbarians a:
their war god with modérn sceience

&

ts Brotherhood

of Man philosophy also, makes it particularly ap

pealing to Socialists who lack an understanding of

Marx—and to some who dop’t

Notwithstanding the evidence of the

te 1.-\.‘”;“

the microscope, the spectroscope, the chemist’s bal

ance, those mechanical extensions of man’s vision

with which he has explored beyond Sirius, Orion

and the Pleiades, and gazed into every nook and

corner of the smallest grain of matter, man has yet

found no spot whereon to lay his immortal soul,

after his foolish body has stormed the trench im
|>r<*;:nuh]n‘. looked down the empty gun barrel, or

advocated freedom in the land of the free. Not

this evidence

withstanding man still hopes that
somewhere in the infinite void is anether world

wherein happiness and life everlasting will reward

sojourn here. Some religions haste the
fleeting soul with tempestuous speed to the blest
abodes, and some have assigned a receiving depot,
an actual haven from whose bounds the earth is
somehow visible and might be visited

Modern science plays havoe with these fond and
foolish

fancies. Theosophy is absolved from the

necd of finding this improbable haven. It conceives
of all the earth, that is of all the things upon the
earth, as being made up of two elements: the form,
or material: the life, or spiritual element. Our
sense perceptions reveal to us only half (if even
And
as science merely records what can be conceived by
an extension of our sense perceptions its findings are

not important in the premises. Beyond the reach of

half) of what actually exists in the universe.

“even the instruments of science is much ‘““finely at-

tenuated maiier partaking of the nattre of gases
but infinitely finer subtles. Some of this matter acts
as ether, some as the covering or envelope in which
our body lives and aets.”” Man also lives, actually
lives, on a number of different planes, some of which
are 80 pure and hol_y that but few men have ever
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f obtaming the revelations are re

tation 1S one The best methoed is to forzet evers

thing we ever knew, at first for five minutes. then

for tem and so on. This is ¢alled banishine the phys
al world

I would not recommend this method to anvone

Fdesiring to become an dept’ in the art of digging

who desires

the Divine

to master the seience of botany

18 different

proficient 1n foreettine we are now

hnt Wisdom—that Having

hecome open to

revelation ['her having worn out one¢ phvsica!

after we have passed over’’ we come right

*back here

Back with the friends T used to know

For oh: I was so )‘;uw[w there

Some comfort in that: no primitive hell: no
drearv heaven Acecording to our deeds or mis

deeds we ascend or think a

descend I suicide or
murdered personas to hang around awhile on some
plane “till his proper span on the physical plane has

However

( ‘H'(*V up o1

matured we 2o on from plane to plane

down ; this i1s called workine out

our

Kharma. It must be borne in mind that animals. in

sects, and, I faneyv. minerals are all

included 1n

this Kharma, and we might return as one of them
Besides these there 18 quite an assort
ment of fairies, xohlins, satvrs. and such like com
panions of our « hildhood w hich, for some reason

cannot abide modern learnine and generally  de

part by the time we achieve Lone Division., soms

times returning late in Iife, as in the case of Conan

Dovle and other dotards

We are affected by the Kharma law in_relation

to our own acts. to the acts of our family our nation

and our world. The Kharma law is administered

by the Lords of Kharma. T do not kiow who they
are; nor can I say if anyone does. So we

and work out our Kharma

come back

rising higher and higher

or sinking lower and lower [ don’t know in which

direction a mece warm climate with coco-nut trees

lies, up or down. but 1’ve heard many humans sigh
for monkey land; I believe this shows good jude
ment. Beiween being a real monkey and making 2
figurative monkey of ourselves a choice of the former
indicate good

The story (. W

wonld sense

Leadbeater tells of his first ex
perience with the master KH. is positively idiotie.
It 1s too long to tell here, but part of 1t contains a
scene where Madam Blavatsky had an honest-to-
goodness letter delivered her in London. in the form
of a white mist. solidifying into a paper envelope,
despatched by psychie agency from JIndia. This
Divine Wisdom is supposed to have been brought
from the planet Venus millions of years ago. As a
matter of fact the whole business is an ungainly
attempt to graft the Buddhist philosophy and all its
additions due to its passage through Egyptian and
other near eastern ancient civilizations, prolific in
miSery and mysticism. Buddha, unquestionably the
greatest moral teacher we have any knowledge of,

ur course. What perver-

R hem | ts us te thumb over the pages of
neient lore in search of the hereafter?! But as to
Buddha, while lacking the knowledge of steam
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ve hundred vears | Christ lead a revolt against

Hindu religion and its unalterable caste system..

't ap nd despair, as also in the
Iy days of Christianity, there was indeeed reason
delud delusion can apply to
18 then existed. But in the practical
seck the latest information

himself

zy had all the knowledge we possess

r pessibly ever can possess coneerning abstraet wis-
Py A% r as the “‘hereafter’” is coneerned,
1 with tooth and claw?®’ spoke as plain]y

ihe a

tIne thing we do know: The Divin Wisdom, nor

God ¢ 1 n of man has never solved
nracti roblem nor added one single item of

Y n our knowledge of this world. When
S ed to know something about his own
structure he went to Aristotle, not to Mahom-

When a Theosophist, desires information on the

ind nature of the electron he goes to Ruth-
d. ne to his Gurm
this verv significant fact we
ire likely to have Maliome dan ar d '["ue'nsuphiﬁt f()l"

nany vears. That is the real riddle of the universe,
how we came here and whyv, but how and Wh_V =7

we beiteve such nonsense as that which has been
Iy s and everywhere associated with the utter-
nees of our gods; and particularly why it is so with
the man who possesses electrieal energy and has
chieved the cona unest of the air
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I don’t know of any bhooks which expose or

loubt there are many and

wokseller’s catalogue should
rmation.
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wledge which we ;0]!]»!_\ to the !and, from
gets ats iving, in order to take from

it the things we need, is the prodnet of no single

mind, but is instead the

sum-total of human experi-

ence throughout ages of endeavor. Al inventions,

case of wealth are social
every branch of industrial
m character. The problem of
the fruits of labor is simple :
instead of for profit
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PETER L. DAVIDSON, >
P. 0. BOX 2254,
*® WINNIPEG, MAN.

Socialist Party of Canada

PROPAGANDA MEETINGS

STAR THEATRE, 300 Block, Main Street
Sunday June 18th. —
Speaker: W. A. PRITCHARD.
Subject: ‘‘Spiritualism’’

(Being the second of a series of two m
on this subject). B a7

MEETINGS EVERY SUNDAY.
All meetings af § p.m. 9




