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The Gentle Voice
If a man will accept the opportuni­

ty, he may have every animal about 
the farm, except the mice and rats, 
making friends with him. Some peo­
ple think a cow is too stupid to know 
good treatment from bad. Such peo­
ple are stupid. A cow, a calf, a 
sheep, even a pig, will show their 
pleasure at being talked to in a gen­
tle voice, almost as much as will a

One of the most pleasant memories 
of my boy life on a farm is that of 
the Poland china pigs coming along 
and lying down by my feet to have me 
curry them with a corn cob, or poke 
them with my shoe ; and the particu­
larly pretty Shorthorn calves, that I 
had petted, coming up for their rub­
bing and jealously hooking away any 
other animal that was getting their 
share of caresses. I have now a Jer­
sey cow that cannot abide to have 
me pet any other animal in the yard, 
and a grown-up Shropshire lamb that 
noses in for the lion’s share of barn­
yard favors. The gentle voice and 
the friendly mind make way smooth 
all around the farm. I’d rather carry 
on conversation with good barnyard 
stock than with some men and women 
I have met. It is more elevating and 
calming to the mind than the other.

The gentle voice in the house is 
even yet more of a success than it is 
at the barn. The soft answer that 
turneth away wrath ; the quiet voice 
that speaks of self command, and 
good will, and patience—all these go 
to make for peace. Mother and the 
girls with the gentle voice can tame 
father and the boys before they know 
what has happened to them. You can 
have them all coming your way if 
you will use them as wisely as the 
wise farmer uses his barn friends. 
Maybe you knew this long ago and 
have practiced it to perfection ; but it 
does good to talk it over, anyhow. 
—Frank N. Milton, Leeds Co., Ont.

Cleaning helps
All white boards, those not varnish­

ed, require a soap and water wash, 
if one wishes to keep them in proper 
condition.

The choice of a scrubbing pail 
seems a very small detail in this work, 
but if one of the paper fibre buckets 
is selected, the work will be light­
er, for the galvanized pails—and, in­
deed, those of wood—are much heav­
ier, and if a large floor space has 
to be gone over, so much lifting will

soon tire the worker. Again, pails 
other than the fibre, ere apt to leave 
a denied ring on the floor.

For mopping, woolen is the best 
fabric, and old winter underwear is 
splendid for this purpose. Summer 
underwear makes excellent rubbing 
clcths for the final finish. Wool does 
not give so good a gloss as the latter, 
for it usually leaves lint.

For scrubbing, a hair bristle brush 
should be provided, and soap con­
taining naphtha is perhaps the best 
kind for this purpose. Use only warm 
water, not hot, and thus avoid "wash­
erwoman’s hands,” that are the result 
of working in very hot water.

LABOR SAVERS

Naphtha is a good agent in re­
moving grease spots. Keep from con­
tact with fire, as it is easily ignited 
Common washing soda, too, is equa y 
active in the treatment, but this call-» 
for very hot water, and using thesi 
two wrinkles and shrivels the hands.

Being in readiness the process is as 
follows: The woolen cloth is half 
wrung out of the warm water and the 
space to be cleaned is wet with it. 
Too large a space should not be taken 
at once, certainly not an arm’s reach, 
or the result may be a dark outline 
to each patch. No more should be 
taken than can receive the full 
strength of the arm in rubbing. Now 
wet the brush and rub soap on it. 
Scrub the boards by the grain of the 
wood apd where there are spots to 
be removed, by a rotary motion also. 
Partly wring the woolen cloth and 
wipe off the dirty water. Then wring 
dry, wiping out every trace of soil, 
and, finally, rub with the dry cloth.

A Broiling Success
Mary B. Ketch

The sirloin and porterhouse cuts 
arc the most desirable for broiling. 
The meat should be of a bright red 
color, dry and elastic. The fat snould 
be yellow and firm. If the steak is 
kept on ice for 34 hours, it will be 
much more tender.

Do not wash the steak, but wipe it 
carefully with a wet cloth. Have

K'ty of bright, live coals, and never 
until tne meal is just ready to

The steak should be cut from ?« to 
1 y, inches thick, and all of an equal 
thickness. Have the skillet or wire 
broiler well heated, and just before 
putting in thu meat, rub it with a 
piece of suet. Place the meat in the

broiler, with the fat edge near the 
handle, then the drippings will run 
down over the meat as it cooks. Broil 
from 6 to 19 minutes, according to 
thickness. Turn every 10 seconds to 
prevent the juice from escaping.

When done, remove to a hot platter 
and sprinkle with salt, pepper and 
generous bits of butter. If a brown 
gravy is liked, pour a very little boil­
ing water into the skillet, while it is 
very hot, and pour over the meat. 
If a wire broiler is used, of course 
the gravy cannot be made.

Garnish with sprigs of parsley, thin 
slices of lemon, tomato3* or toasted

Plan for Summer Flowers
It is time to be looking over flow­

er seed collections and planning what 
to plant to beautify the home yards 
the coming summer, no matter how 
humble they may be—indeed, the 
more humble and plain they are, the 
more need of embowering it with flow­
ers. The sod house and the prairie 
shack can even be planted all about 
with seed of climbing, running vines 
that will with a little care soon conceal 
even their ough outlines with a wealth 
of foliage and blossoms.

Plant vines also about the outbuild­
ings and every unsightly object, and 
in beds, or rows, or comer, especially 
prepared for them, grow some of the 
more beautiful flowers to delight the 
eye, not only where they grow, but 
also to cut for indoor enjoyment in 
vases and howls, on the dining table 
and a stand or shelf in the living

Give the children each a little 
flower bed to be cared for entirely 
alone by each small individual, and 
their delight and pride in their work 
and flowers will know no bounds.

The garden should be planned now 
also, and seeds of some varieties of 
both flowers and vegetables sown in­
doors to grow plants that may be 
ready to set out by the time the 
ground is warm enough, and which 
will bloom and ripen eariv. Send for 
seed catalogs, advertised in our re­
cent issues (March 4 especially), look 
over the seed box, decide what must 
be ordered of both flowers and 
vegetables and send for them as 
scon as possible. You will thus 
be prepared to assist Nature in her 
spring work when her creative for­
ces shall have been freed from the 
bonds of winter. Plan to plant flow­
ers everywhere.
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"1000 GRAVITY" WASHER
WMh a tubful of clothe» In mht minute» and the ferment» will be oleeneed better In that 
abort time than a strong woman oould do It by hand In an hour or more.

NO RUBBING, FULLING OR TEARING
the elothee remain stationary, while the tub swings to and fro, up and down, thus swish- 

‘h* water In every direction and squeezing it through the meshes of the clothe». 
Won t Injure the flneet laws and lingerie, yet will wa*h heavy blankets and rugs wifi 
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Our Girls and Boys
I We are glad to have a column once 
I more for our girls and boys. Some 
I of you have missed the department no 
I doubt, but now we shall try and have 
a column for our young people in 

i every issue, and the editor trusts that 
you will send in your letters as form­
erly. The letters regarding the Win­
ter Fun Contest are still coming in, 
but we have not received as many 
photographs as we would like. Send 
in all the photographs you can. The 
more the better. Letters will be re- j ceived until the end of March.

PRIZES FOR BOVS 
Boys who would like to earn a set­

ting of eggs, or a pure bred pig, 
cannot do better than to send to us 
for sample copies of the paper, and 
try and secure new subscribers for 
us in their neighborhood. F.very boy 
who sends us 4 r.ew subscriptions at 
$» each, will be given a setting of 
eggs ; and for 7 new subscriptions he 
can secure a pure bred pig, either 
Berkshire, Yorkshire, or Tamwortb.

1 Who will be the first boy to send us 
; subscriptions to secure these prem­
iums? See our offer in last week’s

A Good Bargain
A very poor sportsman, who had 

gone out for a day’s shooting, was re­
turning in the evening with an empty 

1 bag, when he saw a man, aparently 
a farmer, leaning over a gate, gazing 

: at some ducks in a pond.
! "What will you take for a shot at 
I those ducks?” asked the Nimrod.

The man stared but did not reply.
"Will half-a-crown satisfy you?”
The countryman nodded, and poc 

keted the coin gleefully.
Bang, went our friend’s gun, and 

immediately after, six of the ducks 
had ceased to find any pleasure in

"I think I have made a good bar­
gain,” said the man with the gun, as 

I h? packed the bodies of his victims in

"80 have I," said the countryman 
dryly,<f "for them there ducks ain’t

Wise on Poultry
The boy who wrote the following 

I composition is evidently of an ob­
serving turn of mind, and may one 
day become a noted poultryman.

“Hens is curios animals. They 
don’t have no nose, nor teeth, nor

"The outside of hens is generally 
put into pillars and feather dus­
ters. The inside of the hen is 
sometimes filled up with marbles 
and shirt buttons and sich.

"A hen is very much smaller than 
a good many other animals; but 
they’ll dig up more tomato plants 
than anything that ain’t a hen.

"Hens is very useful to lay eggs for 
plum pudding. I like plum pudding. 
Skinny Bates eat so much plum pud­
ding once that it set him into the col- 
lerv.

“Hens has got wings and can fly 
when they are scart. I cut my Uncle 
William’s hen’s neck off with a hat­
chet and it scart her to death.

"Hens sometimes make very fine 
spring chickens.”

Was the Boy Cured
An elderly gentleman was riding on 

a street car the other day. A boy be­
gan to laugh, and laughed so he 
couldn’t stop. The old gentleman 
told his mother that the boy needed a 
spanking, and she replied that she 
didn’t believe in spanking on an 
empty stomach ; whereupon the man 
said: "Neither do I; turn him over."It Is desirable to itlon the name of this publication when writing to advertiser».


