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After the battle of Oudenarde the genemls ot tl!e

'Allies undertook an enter prise which, in the opinion of the

Freneh, was thought to be rash, self-sufficient and inconsid-
ate. This was the seige of Lisle'one of the strongest: towns
of Europe. It was about a'mile in length by threo-qmteu
of a mile broad;; and was'then as now surreunded by wally
and bastions, with a pentagonal citadel on its nortbainsu

side, and a'strong series of ont works, constitntingsfortm :

of the first class. - Louis XIV. had takep’it from:the Bpsin-
ards in 1667, and under Vauban had completed thefortifica-,
tions at great labour and expense, erecting the citadel, witb
five royal bastions and eeveral half-modns.’ ‘He'enlarged it
also by a suburb, added mary new streets'and built & gaod
arsenal. The ditches were filled by the ‘river Deule. '/ 'He
dlso had a canseway made, nearly twonty mtles long, be—
tween Lisle and Ypres, : !
In 1708 it was provided with all neeessamea, a sbcn-e of
ammunition, a strong garrison, which was ﬁxrtherrein!drbpﬂ
by t wenty-one battalions of the finest infantry in France,
und er Louis Francois, 1he Marsbal Duke de Boufflers; It
was deemed tHé capital of French Flanders, though sit-
vated in‘a somewhit swampy plain; and the marshal *éqln
manding was an officer conspicuous among: his comral!es

_for the obstinacy and valour with which: he defended 'more

than one fortiﬂed pla.ce. Hls garriuon musterod I&m
bayonets. -

It was against this clty, covered by a ﬂeld force o@l@
000 men, that the Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugﬁe
proposed to commence operations, and that, too; in the face
of all the difficulties arising out of remote magazines, *'a:na‘
perils likely to attend the transport of stores.. - When 'weé
state that their depot. was Brussels, twenty- five - reaguee
distant ; that 'the stores, tools, &e, necessary at the Very
opening of the seige required fully 15,000 horses' to coﬁvﬁy
them ; and that the battering train when in motipn covered
fifteen miles of road, some idea of the risks aﬂen&ing its
progress through a country chiefly possessed by the’ Bnen‘ly
may be formed ; and when' it is further 'stated ‘that’ thip

- prodigious train made good. its journey without theloss gf a

single horse or man, ‘‘the genuis of him ‘who pln.uned, not
less that the vigilence of 'those who eteeuted, the wmarch
will, we presume, recefve from every reaﬂsr thd hiﬂ?é&
commendation. Yet such is the fact. Though the enemy
were well aware of the very day when it was intended that
the whole should set out, and saw the train more tha.n onco
during its progress, such was the accuracy of 'Mplborough’
calculations, that they were never a.bla to haurd an at-
tack.”

The long convoy set out: from on the ‘Gth of
August ; and six days after came into ‘the allied camp at
Helchin, whither the duke had o,dvanced, the l.tmy o‘f t@e
enemy was superior in force to that which was to eover the -
siege, and moreover, it commanded all the water commuui
cations with the nearest part of Holland. s

There came from Brussels 120 pieces of ca'nnon, 60
mortars and howitzers, and 4,000 wagons of powder and®
ball. ‘The conduct of the siege was entrusted to Prince
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