love, the settled purpose of His good pleasure.
And Jesus once there, the consequences could not
fail. Whatever interruption there might be to
their fulfillment, Jesus was their surety. He was
come into the world. He contained in His
person, He was the expression of, all these con-
sequences. The presence of the Son of God in the
midst of sinners said to all spiritual intelligency,
‘“ Peace on the earth.”

The third thing was the good pleasure,* the af-
fection of God, in men. Nothing more simple,
since Jesus was a man. He had not taken hold of
angels.

It was a glorious testimony that the affection,
the good pleasure, of God was centred in this poor
race, now afar from Him, but in which He was
pleased to accomplish all His glorious counsels.
So John i., ‘“ the life was the light of men."

In a word, it was the power of God present in
grace in the person of the Son of God taking part
in the nature, and interesting Himself in the lot,
of a being who had departed from Him, and
making him the sphere of the accomplishment of
all His counsels, and of the manifestation of His
grace and His nature to all His creatures. What
a position for man ; for it is indeed in man that
all this is accompllshed The whole umverse was

» Thts is the same word as when it is said of Christ, ‘ln whom I am
well pleased.” It is beautiful to see the unjealous celebration by these
holy beings of the advancement of another race to this exalted place by
the incarnation of the Word. It was God's glory, and that sufficed them.
Tlis is verv beautiful,
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