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ON TASTE,

g€, would come to his aid jn another way, a1
prevent his committing errors and advancin

upon Which he was ignoran.

But beyond familiarity, of course, comes real knowled,
and of the rules and Jaws upon which alone t,
regard to it, and not the least is this the o

ge of the subject,
aste can be exercised with
ase in that branch of taste

would have forbidden, But this independence of action which is dictat-
ed by taste, the instinet, resulting from feeling, is unsafe, unless there
is knowledge of exactly how far it has gone, and of how far it may go
without defeating its own object.

And here we touch on that main point of harmony, which taste especially
appreciates, and which is its perfection, n the instance just mentioned,
it is required that the balance shoulq be preserved ; that the transgres.
sion of the rule should be in exact Proportion to the magnitude of the
oceasion, or the intensity of the feeling ; otherwise discord is produced
and taste is offended,

Some of the ordinary ways in which we look for the exhibition of taste,
are in architecture, and the arrangement of houses and other buildings,
in pictures, ornaments, furniture and dress, If we consider what it is in
each of these that produces the most tastefy] effect, we shall find that i
is combination of harmony. That, fop instance, which constitutes a
beautif] house, is the proper correspondence of all it parts, both in
ppearance and in fitnegs for their different purposes, and also to the
Position in which it i placed ; for what js good in one position may be
bad in another, Of this T saw an instance lately. A man of compara-
tively low birth, married o lady of large fortune, and obtained the entire
“ntrol over her money. He went down into the country, bought some




