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bravery displayed on the field One 
of liis sons, Francis, was the first 
man to enter the fort at Detroit after 
Gen. Hull's surrender. He was wound­
ed seven times during the war, and 
was later member of Parliament for 
the county."—(Dominion Atlas, 1881.)

In 1786, hearing of the offers of free 
land in the Cunaeian Northwest and 
also on account of the persecution of 
i lie Loyalists, he, with several others, 
set out for the land office at Detroit 
the jmrney was made on foot, driving 
their cattle and carrying their house 
hold goods on pack horses.

He remained in the neighborhood 
of Detroit until 1792. when he receiv 
ed a grant of Lot No. U, Second Town 
ship, North Side? Hiver La Tranche. 
In 179:1 he exchanged this loi with 
Gorge Sichilstvl for Lot No. (i, East 
New Settlement. Here lie made his 
home, whidi he developed into one of 
the best farms in the county. He died 
in 1824 and is buried in Gosiield.
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John Wendel VVeigele, the progeni­
tor of Hie Wigle family of Essex 
ty, was horn in Germany in I lie year 
1753. His parents dying when lie 
nulle young, left hint in the rare „f 
some neighbors, who weie 
witli him that, being u boy of spirit, 
lie derided to run away. The sea, at 
that time had great fasc ina Ion for 
boys, so we are not surprised to find 
that lie made bis wa> to the coasl.

al oui in sail for 
America, lie decided to hide on her 
until she had sailed. He would then 
go to Hie captain and offer to work. 
He does not any how lie was received, 
bul we note that when the vessel ur- 
lived in America, lie was apprenticed 
to a weaver for a term of seven
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Finding a vessel
The family consisted of eleven chil­

dren, five sons and six daughters 
some of whom were horn in the Stales

Philip h’ox and Catherine Lamer, ol 
Baden County, Germany, 
ried in 1772.

were mar 
in the follow in June 

they sailed from Liverpool for Amer 
ica, where they arrived after a voyage 
of lourteen weeks, at the city of Haiti 
more. Here they remained four 
years. Then the> moved to the St ile 
of Pennsylvania, where they lived 
til 1786, when, in company with John 
\\ endel \\ eigele, they emigrated to 
( anada. They lived for a short time 
on Grosse Isle, then on Col. Elliott's 
estate below Amherstburg.

In 1791 they moved to Petite Cote 
where they remained until 1794, when 
he exchanged his lots with Augustus 
Wurzback for Lot No. 7, New Settle­
ment.

hi 1791 he secured for himself and 
»on Jonas the original grant for Lots 
S and East New Settlement, which 
with Lot 7 made a splendid farm of 
six hundred acres.

Their family consisted of ten chil­
dren, eight sons and two daughters 
several of whom were born in the 
States. He died in the year 1816 and

lor which, in all probability, the cap­
tain was well paid.

We next hear him in the town of 
Little York, P. ... where in 1776 l.u 
married Juli; itomerin. Here they 
remained for 
the occup;

un
n years, he following 

of a weaver.

While a resilient there, he was ac­
cused nf being a Tory and, although 
never Inking sides witli either purty 
he was always under suspicion, which 
made il very uncomfortaiilc for him 
h is said that on one occasion he was 
Hought l>y the Revolutionists, and be- 
ng closely pursued, he hid beneath 

till' flour of Ills house. After care 
filers *HUrchlng t,le Premises, the of-

as a last precaution, poked 
heir swords through the cracks In 

the floor, hut, fortunately for him 
they did not reach the place where lie 
was concealed. This, lie often re­
marked. was the most exciting 
fence of his life.


