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IN the October, 1919, issue of this journal Dr. J. Halpenny, of 
Winnipeg, contributed an instructive and interesting article 
to the discussion of the problem of Immigration by pointing 

out “One phase of the Foreign Invasion of Canada.” That “phase” 
consisted in the large number of aliens scattered through the pro
vinces, and the addition made by them to the burden of criminality 
and insanity—and the addition appears at first sight altogether too 
great. This, however, is in agreement with a genera' belief which 
sometimes finds Verbal expression, vocal and written, that the river 
of our national life has been polluted by the turbid streams from 
immigrant sources. The causes for this are sometimes declared 
Vo lie in the degenerate character of the immigrants, sometimes in 
the defects of immigration laws and regulations, ■’''metimes in the 
inadequacy of the sifting process on the part of immigration 
officials, and sometimes in all three. While there may be some foun
dation for all these assertions, it would very much clarify the situ
ation if the concrete defects should be indicated and the remedy de
clared. Reports from Psychiatric Clinics and Hospitals for the In
sane are definite and statistical, and the classification of defectives 
and diseased is based on definite diagnosis established by compari
son of performances and scrutiny of symptoms. In addition, in 
the majority of the cases, definite information may be obtained re
garding nationality and race, and the burden of defect placed 
where it actually belongs. But even then it does not necessarily 
follow that one race or people is particularly more defective than 
another, unless the comparison be made on an approximately equal 
basis. When one reads a statement in a newspaper quoting from 
some public speaker that there are 25,000 mental defectives in Can
ada, and 6,000 of them in the Province of Quebec, there is no in
clination to combat or uphold the assertion, but one wonders how 
such precise figures have been obtained. Since the population of 
Quebec in 1911 was 2,003,232, then approximately 29 persons per 
10,000 were mentally defective. The balance of the defectives, 
19,000, must be assigned to the rest of Canada with a population of 
5,203,411, or a ratio of 36 persons per 10,000. While the advan-


