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"•When the brldegnjoni shull be taken uuuy from them, then

•hall they fiiHt in those dayn," Aeconlingly, we find iVom tlic

Scriptures how rnllv tlim prolietion wan reulizt*! by llu; Ajios-

.

tiet and early Christ ians. Nuint I'aiil. m partit-iitnr, mukcH

frequent mention of his* fhsliiitr. And we learn Irom lli«

history of the ('luirc;li in the first century, that Insliii^ was

frequently had reeourHe to ; and, indeed, waw associated with

her most sacred acts.

Thus then, tliotijrh oin* Saviour enjoiimtl no especial fast,

fasts have always Wen obsurvrd in ilit! I'hurch ; eillnir pri-

vatelv, by an iu'divitJiMl. or particular ctin!:re;r:ilioiis,—or pub-

licly ami generally, by civil auihority. When cirt'umstancc!*

occur wliirh it is ronctived render .such last cxoedicnt.

The present is one of these <ascs. And with the view of

assisting you in the proper observation of the /l/.v/, this day
oppointtd, and thus furl her coNrorming to the laudable inten-

tion of Government, 1 nliall .

FtsiiT, Lay befuie you the history of the text, from which

W'c may derjvt; a niodtrl for our own conduct.

Si:royn, ('all upon you, as buing in some sense similarly

circumstanced with the Nine\iles, to the discharge of the

hkeduty : and
TniKO, We shall oiler some oliservations as to \\\iimn):ner

ntiii .wirit in which that duly should be pertiirnii-d.

At ific time the prophet .ronah received the pailicular instruc-

,^ions to which we are indebted lor the IxKtk.lliiit bears his name,
Nineveh was the priiicii>a| city of one uf the earliest and
perhaps pro|.idest Kiiiirdoms of the Karlh: it wa;^ the Capital

of the Kingftom of Assyria. It was al>o a very nneient city,

Moses, in iJen. x. ii. ex|>ressly says, that Mineveh \vas founded

by Asher, the son of Shcm. And if so, Nineveh at the data

of the Jexf, ha<l existed for more than twelve centuries. It

tvas favourably sijuate<| on the bank of the river Tigris, vylych

was annually conveying to this great «w/7 the immense wealth
and miscellaneous conmierce of the East. At the time Jonah
visited it, a population of six hundred thousand souls was sup-

posed to have been comprehended within its gigantic walls ;

which, with the height of an hundred feet, surmounted by
fifteen hundred towers, and so broad wihal that three chariots

could safely drive abreast upon them, traced a circuit of eigh-

teen leagues round ! Associate in your minds the power,
splendour, and resources necessarily connected with this de-
scription, and you may form some idea of thq then city of
Nineveh. '

But amid all this earthly grandeur there was one thing de-
ficient : thcy*were ignorant of the one true God- They might
indeed, in later times, when the Twrlve Tribes settled in the

t
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