
FREEMASONRY IN FRANCE. 4«

IMf —janiury 11.—At lact the Emperor took the matter into hii own h*nd»:—

"Ifaiwleon, by the gnwe of Qod, .-. .-. whereM, etc. Ai-t 1. The Otwid Marter of

Freemaaons in Fnu.ce, hitherto elected erery three yearn according to the rtatutea of the

Order, » now appointed directly by me for the same period. Art 2. Hia Excellency,

Marshal Majjnan, is appwiit«<l Grand MaMer of the Grand Orient of France. Art 3.

Our Minister of the Interior is charged with the execution of thia decree. Given at our

priaceof theTuilerie*, llJan. 1862. Napoleon."

JanuMT 12. Rexes waited upon Magnan to receire in»trudion» for hia initiation.

This took place on the following day, Bexes and fov.r others conferrii.g upon him from

the 1° to the 33° at one sitting ! Thi. of course was exceedingly irregylar, and Blanche

and Sauley told the Marshal so the day succeeding, when they in turn cane to make ar-

rangements. Their conversation with the new Oraad Master resulted in Rexes' immediate

impeachment, trial, and degnnlation from his oftce.

It will scarcely be expected that the Craft should hare proi^wred during these troubloui

times. According to ReboW's lists, the Grand Orient constituted fx)dge8 and Chapters,

etc., in 184«, 7; 1849, 8; 1850, 9; 1851. 4; 1852, 4; ISiU, 2; 1864, 2; 1855, [about 10

had become dormant this ytu; the total number of Craft Ix>dgeB was only 180 active, aa

against 255 in 1847''; 1856, 2; 1H57, 5 [and n relieved from suspension]; 1858, 12; 1859,

7 [and 3 reinstated]; 18«0, 9 [and 7 rein«t.v .861, 5 [and 3 reinstated].

In 1852, at the election of Murat, the I ^k of the Grand Orient showed a credit

to the amount of over 50,000 franos (£2000); at the close of hia term, October 31, 18C1,

it presented a deficit of 68,446 francs.

One more and laat fact to show the decadence which had overtaken the spirit of Maaonry

during the past lamentable period. In order to provide funds for the continually increaa-

ing needs of the Grend Orient, the Grand Master's Council had hired out a part of ita pre-

mises, within .he very walls of its own hotel, to serve as a ballroom for the use of the

demi-tnonde. Need we wonder that thoughtful and earnest Masons, meeting within the

unie walls, should have grown indignant at this forced proximity of a " school of morals "

to a rendezvous of immorality, and that, in their own corndors, the sons of light should

jostle the modem representatives of Phryne and the Batrkantet.

At the entrance of Magnan on the scene the position of the rival jurisdictions was, as

nearly as can be estimated: Grand Orient—France, 158 Lodges and 59 Chapters, Councils,

etc. ; Algeria, 11 Lodges and 7 Chapters; Colonies and abroad, 20 Lodges and 14 Chapters;

in all, 189 Lodges, 80 Cliapters. A. and A. S. R. •TJ-'-France, 41 Lodges and 10 Chapters;

Algeria, Colonies, and abroad, 9 Lodges and 5 Chapters: in all, 50 Lodges and 15 Chapters.

Rite of Misraim-5 Lodges. Grand total of French Freemasonry:—244 Lodges practising

degrees of the Craft, and 95 bodies—composed of Masous-pUying at philosophy !

January 15.—Magnan presided over the G.O. for the first time, and appointed as his

Deputy Grand Masters, Doumct and Heuillant He was instaUed on the 8th February.

His speeches on these occasions foreshadowed his subsequent conduct. He admitted, in

•0 many words, that his appointment by the Emperor was an infraction of the Landmarks,

b>t he promised to rule constitutionally, and to obtain, as soon as possible, the restoration

to tho Grand Orient of its privil^es, and ol«erved, " Your Grand Master is but one brother

the mow-ftimus inter pares." Of this Utin phrase Iw was very fond, often using it to

define his position. Under his sway order and regularity were soon reatored, and the

arbitrary character of Murafs administraUon considerably amended. Ma»nan, however.


