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»iii INTRODUCTION TO KENILWORTH
' At the wert end of the church arc the rains of • manor, aqdentlj he-

longing (aa a cell, or place of rcmoTal, m some report) to the nioiilca of
Abington. At the DiaM»Intion, the said manor, or lordship, was con veyed
to one Owen (I belieTe), the poaseaaor of Oodstow then.

' In the hall, OTcr the chimney, I find Abington arms cat in stone, vli.
a patonee between four martletts ; and also ar other escntcheon, via. a I ion
naipant, and several mitres cnt in stone about the honse. There is also
in the laid honse a chamber called Dudley's ehamber, where the Earl of
I«ieeater's wife was murdered, of which this is the story following:—
'Sobert Dudley, E irl of Leicester, a very goodly personage, <l singn-

larly well featured, being a grest favourite to Queen Eliaahf li, it was
thought, and eommonly reported, that, had he been a bachelor or widower,
the Qneen would have made him her husband; to this end, to free him-
self of all obstacles, he commands, or perhaps, with fair, flattering en-
treaties, desires his wife to repose herself here at his servant Anthony
Forster'a bouse, who then lived in the aforesaid manor-house; and also
prcMTibed to Sir Bichard Vamey (a prompter to this design), at his com-
ing hither, that he should first attempt to poison her, and if that did not
tiilce eflTect, then by any other way whatsoever to despatch her. This, it
^oiiis, was proved by the report of Dr. Walter Bayly, sometime fellow of
New College, then living in Oxford, and professor of physic in that uni-
versity ; who, because he would not consent to take away her life by
poison, the earl endeavoured to displace him the court. This man, it
seems, reported for most certain that there was a practice in Cumnor
among the conspirators to have poisoned this poor innocent lady a little
befon she was killed, which was attempted after this manner:— They
eeinff the good ladv sad and heavy (as one that well knew hy her other
handling that her death was vnt far off), '^ w to persuade her that her
prMent disease was abundance of melanciio^y and other humours, etc.,
and therefore would needs counsel her to take some potion, which she
absolutely refusing to do, as still suspecting the worst ; whereupon they
sent a messenger on a day 'unawares to her) for Dr. Bayly, and intreatcd
him to persuade her to take some little potion by his direction, and they
would fetch the same at Oxford ; meanmg to have added something of
their own for her comfort, as the doctor upon just cause and consideration
did suspect, seeing their great importunity, and the small need the lady
had of physic, and there^re he peremptorily denied their request ; mis-
doubting (as he afterwards reported) lest, if they had poiftoned her under
the nune of his potion, he might after have been hanged for a colour of
their sin, and the doctor remained still well assured that, this way taking
no effect, she would not long escape their violence, which ar«rwards
happened thus. For Sir Richard Vamey i;bove-.snid (the chief projecv->r in
this design), who, by the earl's order, remained that day of her death
alone with her, with one man only and Forster, who had that day
forcibly sent away all her servants from her to Abington market, al.»t
three miles distant from this place— they (I say, whether first stifling her or
else strangling her) afterwards flung her down a pair of stairs and I. '<e
her neck, nsing much violence upon her ; but, however, though it " 2«
vulgarly reported that she by chance fell downstairs -ju still with, ut
hurting her hood that was upon her head), yet the inhr '-*. its will tel:
you there that she was conveyed from her usual chamber where she 'ay
to another where the bed's head of the chamber stood close to a privy
postern door, where they in tlie night came and stifled her in her bed,


