
The Constitution

"Tlu" iiiluihifHiits of CiKiada lUf (livi<lt'(l into 1. tli<' Xohlcsso,

II, the Clergy, III. flii' Bouij?*'oisif and V. tin' Pi-asantry."

(Gov. Murray's ri'port to tho Bntiwli Ministors in 17(H) on tho

Constitution).

NoBLEhHE

The NohlcHMe is a st'lf-j^ovcrninK onliT of luo state founded

on AnaJi, niPf distinction with treaty rights; il lias i)recedenco

next after the Kinjr and i le^al riirht of re|)rese!itation in tho

Kovernnient ; it has a bureau of n^ristry for race, rank and

arms in tlii' Department of the Seijcneurial Jurisdiction (CoUogo

of Arms). The Order i-onsists of the descendants of European

military and civil officers of royal coiiunission who held rank in

the country before 1760 when up to that date coTumissions were

fjiven only to those of birth and instruction. These were allowed

heraldic distinction and honorable rank in the Order of the

Noblesse by tho Royal Edict of 17(50 which had boon incorporated

in the Constitution of Canada.

Those who held Seigneurial fiefs had been orjjani>.od into the

F^igne^irial Order of Vnvndn by the Kinp; Louis XIV. in 1664.

.le Order of the Bnronefs of Xora Srntia had been estab-

lished by King Charles I. in 16'2.i for Scottish armigers who

contributed to the founding of the Province of Nova Scotia.

This Order was also incor[)orated in the Noblesse of Canada by

Louis XIV. in 1664 in the person of tho Baronets de St. Etienne

and de La Tour.

In 1789 by the Loyalist Act of Quebec of King George III.

the descendants of those families "who had rallied to the Royal

Standard and had stood for Unity of Empire in North America

before the Treaty of Separation of 17S.S" were granted a regis-

try for a "Mark of honor" to give tl. m hereditary precedence

over other colonists of the same rank. The descendants of the

military and civil officers of these conformi g to the require-
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