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Governor Parr in the great work of settling the Loyalists. Fan-
ning proved a popular and sensible official. He was an Irish
Protestant of Ulster, possessing great estates. How he came to
accept such a troublesome appointment was long a mystery,
but it has since transpired that he had hopes of eventually
being promoted to the position at Quebec, in other words Gover-
nor-General of Canada. He proved himself a most practical
official, and gave Parr great aid in the settlement of the Loyalists.

The Indians at this date had ceased to give trouble. They
had given up hunting for support, and in large numbers en-
camped at North West Arm and’ Bedford Basin. Rum had
already begun to play havoc with them and their usual demor-
alization ensued.  The last of their public festivals was held
this year on the 8th of May, on the shore of the North West Arm,
near the site of the Chain Rock Battery, at foot of road leading
down from the Tower in Point Pleasant woods. It was the Festi-
val of Saint Aspinquid of Mount Agamonticus, the great Indian
Saint of old Acadia, falling on the day of the first quarter of the
moon in May. His festival was celebrated by Indian dances,
winding up by all partaking of a huge dish of clam soup, the clams
being dug and cooked on the spot. A large number of Indians and
townspeople attended, and the celebration was proceeding merrily
and in good order, when some rebel svmpathisers attempted to
drink success to the new Yankee Republic in rum distributed
among the people, and the festival closed in great confusion.
That was the last Indian celebration of a festival, which for many
years, under the direction of Francklin, had been looked forward
to by Indians, and even our people, as a little holiday, for a
simple and quiet amusement, but the death of Francklin, and the
rebel complexion sought to be placed on the affair that day,
ended the matter for ever.

In January 1784, Parr writes to Lord North, that in conse-
quence of the final evacuation of New York by the British troops,
and the continued persecution of the Loyalists, a considerable
number of refugee families, had followed to Halifax, and sub-




