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held that the pHm«j, benediction was an essential of marriage,
oiners as firmly denied its absolute necessity for the validity
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C^'-'^'nly iifter the first few generations.
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''*,^™*°*'"y accompaniment of marriage, but, says Watkins,

nl, I
«ork on Holy Matrimony, it was not for many centuries re

quired by either the ecclesiastical or secular law, as a condition of
valid marriage. This Is shown by the Constitution of Theodoslus
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"""''^ recognized the consent of the parties as

sufficient, ihe seventy-fourth Noui of Justinian A.D. 537, afteraylng down what is required of persons of noble and gentle stand-

i^*tr!!f ,.. *^^ '°'°'°*"' P^P'^ generally may continue to
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"""^'^^^^ «'"l»°"t any external solemnity." The

iTtZM \!^ ^'""''*°' '"^"^^^ '^^' ^he written or verbal con-sent of the parties and their parents is sufficient. So, that w.> can
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ler of course
benediction of the priest followed, as a mat-

Tfte mmw^ers of the sacrament are the two persons who are
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Church, who can give the blessing of the Church. "Ye* a marriaee

n aTgr/oVce"?: f°°"^"' '''' ^^'^^ "^ <iuiy marred"fu.ma Registry Office, or before a Magistrate is valid, and the Churcl.must recognize the validity of such even though she delre [^

rf„.^^ f."^
'°°''"'*^ ^^^^ ^^'^ essentials of Christian mar a<,e ir<./tm. Baptism, Without which they cannot be regarded as ChrisUan •

and secona, Consent; and many vould add a L>rthe Jopuja
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°*''^'" ""'•'«sea than Christian. For non-Chn.tianmarriages, of course, Bai,tism is not required It L Tvi? .1the Church could hardly give the bJsSg in the Triune n"1?
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''"' ^^'' ^^-^ prohibited, from the days of Justlnian, all marriages of Christians with 11 „ PhricHo ^l
Of this system in the Roman CoVmLnl n has ^ min^lefb"the system of Papal Dispensations.

minimized by

In other ages, as now, the controversy has rajfed «= ,


