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of the UN forum for dealing with problems
of a global character, as well as alternative
means of international co-operation be-
tween regional or like-minded states. The

increasing attention given to political and

doctrinal disputes within the UN and the

frustration of hopes for the compulsory
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prospects for its further development.

Creation of international law, whether
customary or conventional, is of necessity

complex and laborious, and at times pain-

fully slow, but the United Nations has,

where common interests are identified,

proved remarkably adept at developing

and codifying in a progressive way most of

the known legal standards of our day.
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id-rules" The iorerunner of UNESCO was the
tial for sle€natir,nal Institute of Intellectual Co-
of a leg^ of the League of Nations. The
ill increa°' ; te consisted of intellectuals and
ecome p'Qnt'sts who believed that the prerequi-

site for lasting peace was continuous intel-
lectual co-operation. It may seem para-
doxical that the founding of UNESCO, the
heir to the ideas of the Institute, was the
result of a political act on the part of some
44 states that met in London in 1945.
These states entrusted to the new agency
the task of promoting, on an international
scale, the formation of functional relations
between the member states. The purpose
was to promote intellectual co-operation in
education, science and culture in order to
guarantee the free exercise of human rights
and. to contribute towards laying the
groundwork for a just and lasting peace.
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