shanges of general application in Commonwealth
relationships, U,K, Ministers have been examinving

in a preliminary way s number of propeosals. In this
connsstion, Hpook gave us the opportunity of leok (1]
two papers prepeared in London by a committee of offlelals
for ccnaideration by Ministers, These had been dis~
cussed but not approved and frook had noet been
authorised to give them to ua, (For that resson, the
fact that they have been shown $o us should be kept
particularly confidentisl.)

These m."i vhile they contain noething ef
d

importance that Bpook did not mention, either in con-
versation with you and Mr, St.Leursnt or with the offi-
eials whom he met here, confirm our prineipal ssion
indicated in paragraph 2 above, name that the U.K,
government are anxious, if at all possible, te aveld

at this time any forml redefinition of the nature

of the Commonw-alth.

4. In the event that it does not prove
possible teo aveid a general discussion in Londem on
the nature of the Commonwealth, the variocus suggestions
which are being oonsidered by U.K. authorities are
of t interess. Some of these are the same or
similar S0 pm posals which have been discussed in
Ottawa at various timesj most of them, I think, are
in line with developments which Canadian government
represanta tives have favoured in recent years,

8. Of the suggestions mentioned by Breck
(and apparently censidered but not deeided upen by
the U.K, Hinisters), the following ar- among the more
signifioant:

(s) The change, a3 & matter of prestice,
from the expression 'l%c-mvnth of
Netions™ to "The Commonwe of Nationa",

W.L.M. King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1940-1950,
MG 26 J 4, Volume 325, pages C224271-C225375
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