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Report Says Combine Sets 
Cruel Wage Standard 

for Independents.

TELLS OF BOOZE RULE.
The United States Steel corporation 

is given a large share of blame for 
the recent Youngstown steel plant 
strikes, in a report prepared by George 
T. West of the American Federation 
of Labor committee on industrial re­
lations

Mr. West’s report wa* made public 
yesterday at a meetirig of the Chicago 
Federation of Labor. It was read by 
Basil M. Manley, secretary of the com­
mittee, who spoke In place of Frank 
M. Walsh, chairman of bobh the in­
dustrial relations committee and the 
federal industrial relations commission.
COLORADO REPORT IN RECORD.

Tlte Colorado coal miners’ strike was 
Investigated by Mr. West Hie findings 
were presented to the federal industrial 
relations commission and are Included 
In the commission's report

Mr. West charges that the United 
States Steel corporation methods of 
handling its employés have been adopted 
by the Republican Iron and Steel com­
pany and the Youngstown Sheet and 
Tube company. It denounces these 
methods as unfair and tending to drive 
the men to violence. Former Judge El­
bert II. Gary is censured in the report.

REPORT OF FEDERATION.
This is the report:
“ The Youngstown riot was the nat­

ural outgrowth of a spontaneous and un­
organized rebellion against an economic

and industrial régime so oppressive and 
brutalizing aa to overshadow the Imme­
diate provocation and render It compar­
atively Insignificant.
" Its chief Importance, with It» spec­

tacular and appalling loss of life and 
property. Ilea In the attention It attracted 
to the prevalence of widespread discon­
tent among employés in the steel Indus­
try not only at Youngstown but through­
out the Pittsburgh district, and to tho 
economic conditions that have created 
a situation that Is full of menace.

" Not only Is there likelihood of a repe­
tition of the Youngstown riot at any one 
of the large steel plants, but an Investi­
gation discloses that even such a disas­
ter, shocking as It Is, must be regarded 
as trifling when compared with the heavy 
toll of death and suffering that has been 
exacted year after year by what have be­
come regarded as normal conditions in 
the steel Industry.

Blames Steel Corporation.
“ Of all the significant facts disclosed 

by an Investigation at Youngstown, the 
most Important was the conclusive evi­
dence that full responsibility for the situ­
ation there existing lleawltb tile manage­
ment of the United States Steel corpora­
tion.

’• Although neither the Republic Iron 
and Steel company nor the Youngstown 
Sheet and Tube company ere owned or 
controlled by the steel corporation, their 
higheet officers made it clear that their 
wage policy Is determined' by that of the 
steel corporation, and that competitive 
conditions govern the wage, even though 
the scale she eld fall below that of a liv­
ing wage.

" There 1» excellent reason for believ­
ing that this strike was directly responsi­
ble for the action of Elbert H. Gary, 
chairman of the board of director» of the 
steel corporation. In announcing a 10 per 
cent Increase for the 230,000 employés of 
that corporation.

Says Gary Was Seen.
’’ It Is known on the most responsible 

authority that the highest officials of | 
the Republic Iron and Steel company 
sought advice from Judge Gary immedi­
ately after the strike began, and that he 
advised them to resist an advance In 
wages, and that later, realizing the dan­
ger of a general upheaval, he acted 
promptly to avert a atrike and announced 
the 10 per cent increase, effective Feb. 1.

"Judge Gsry’s announcement of the 
w age Increase came unexpectedly and did 
not follow a regular meeting of the execu­
tive committee, the direct, rs or the stock­
holders of the company. All these dr- 

; cumstances are Important for the light 
ley shed on a wage policy that Ignores 

cost of living, the welfare of tho 
corkers, and the Interests of the com- 

nity, and thatalme to give just enough

1~ jto prevent rebellion, 
j ” In this instance it becomes apparent j
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