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Unlike last year the Mari­

time Provinces did not make a 
joint announcement. The gov­
ernments of Prince Edward 
Island and New Brunswick are 
expected to announce their 
decision within the next few 
days.
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Differential fees too
by Valerie Mansour 
Canadian University Press

As well as paying the 
expected increase in tuition

with the education minister 
and suggested setting quotas 
as a compromise if they’re so 
worried about an influx of 

fees next fall, foreign students foreign students. But they 
enrolling in the Maritimes will didn’t listen to us and they 
be faced with an additional didn’t tell us why.”

Carmen Moir, deputy min­
ister of education said that it’s 
hard to say if the move will 
have any effect on the prov­
ince’s reputation internation- 

fees structure, similar to that ally. “Both sides can be 
now in existence in Alberta, argued. But, by the exper- 
Ontario, and Quebec. Nova ience of the other three 
Scotia will deduct from each provinces that have increased 
institutions’ grant, $750 per their foreign students fee. it 
foreign student. The other two seems there were no substan- 
provinces have yet to indicate tial changes.” 
the amount they will be Bill White, president of the 
charging. Dalhousie Association of

“The province is not at- Graduate Students said he is 
tempting to discourage for- “appalled, dismayed, and 
eign students from studying in perplexed that the govern- 
Nova Scotia”, said education ment has undertaken this 
minister Terry Donahue. “I do program with little input, no 
feel, however, that the present rationale, and apparently little 
situation considered, foreign humanity.” 
students must be willing to 
pay their way to a greater 
degree than in the past.”

Differential fees will only 
apply to students enrolling in 
a new program. Returning 
students will be permitted to 
pay the same fee as Canadian 
students.

further elaboration as to why 
the decision was made,” he 
said.“The government is leading 

universities down a path of 
self-destruction. Tuition will 
go up and enrolment will 
decrease. This will lead to the 
death of our smaller institu­
tions.”

Arsenault feels the MPHEC 
should abandon its practise of

“I am somewhat perturbed 
that Donahue had input into 
the decision. During the Sep­
tember election campaign he 
spoke to Dal graduate stu­
dents and categorically stated 
he was opposed to the imposi­
tion of differential fees,’’ 
White said.

“We would suggest to the 
maritime governments that 
they re-examine their position 
in light of the inevitable 
decline in foreign student 
enrolment from lesser and 
underdeveloped countries.”
“Foreign students are not a 

burden”, White said. “They 
are an asset, culturally, 
economically, politically and 
socially. Any such move would 
only hinder Nova Scotia’s 
participation in the world 
community.”

There are about 2000 for­
eign students in the Mari­
times. a large proportion of 
whom are graduate students.

$750 charge.
The Nova Scotia govern­

ment announced February 23 
that the Maritimes would be 
implementing the differential

Dalhousie hit hard
by Alan Adams and Brent 
Melanson

Tuition could increase be­
tween $150 and $200 at Dal 
next year said University 
president Henry Hicks after 
hearing of the Nova Scotia 
government’s announcement 
of a 5.5 per cent increase to 
higher education institutions 
in the province.

“The decision will require 
us to increase tuition fees,” 
said Hicks. "A decision can be 
expected before the end of 
March. ’ The Budget Commit­
tee of the Board of Governors 
will be meeting in March and 
the amount of an increase is 
on the agenda. Hicks de­
scribed the government’s de­
cision as “very selfish, thus 
making it extremely difficult 
financially for next year."

Hicks said the university is 
“almost sure of increasing 
tuition fees for foreign stu­
dents by $750,” bringing their 
tuition to $1700.

Tim Harding, Financial of­

ficer of the SUNS Steering 
Committee, described the an­
nouncement as “a slap in the 
face and a kick in the back for 
all post-secondary students in 
Nova Scotia.” “Increasing tu­
ition by the cost of living is 
like comparing it to the cost of 
hamburger”, added Harding. 
He accused the government of 
trying to make the $750 
increase to foreign students 
“appear like something else 
than differential fees”, which 
Education Minister Donahue 
has said his government op­
posed.

Student Council President 
Mike Power called the 5.5% 
increase “outrageous and un­
acceptable”. He added that 
residence fees are also ex­
pected to increase at many 
Nova Scotia institutions. 
Power regretted the extra 
burden on foreign students. 
“It is deplorable that any 
government would force the 
implimentation of discrim- 
continued on page 6

“We are demanding an 
immediate meeting with the 
education minister asking for

Coming soon
Next week.* Cutbacks supplementUniversity administrators in 

the province have spoken 
against differntial fees. Dal­
housie president Henry Hicks 
said Canada has a responsi­
bility to underdeveloped 
countries.

Rev. Greg. MacKinnon, 
president of St. Francis Xavier 
University said he is terribly 
disappointed about the deci­
sion. “The presidents met

7 he provincial government is spending federal money allocated 
for education on other areas. They do not take the MPHEC 
seriously, and they do not seem to care if students can afford to 
get an education or not. A look at why they are doing this and 
what it means for students and universities.

Two weeks: A supplement concerning Inter­
national Women's Day


