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- Puppet Theatre Lives !

by Cheryl Dewnten

Concertheatre, a uniquely pleas-
ing combination of visual theatre
and music art, played before a
rather sparse Halifax crowd this
past weekend at the Cohn. The third
in the series of ongoing duMaurier
Pops concerts presented our own
Atlantic Symphony Orchestra,
under the capable baton of Klaro
Mizerit, in performance with some
dozens of puppets under the
lithe-like control of Daniel Llords.

Llords’ Concertheatre is but one
facit of Llord’s International, a one
man operation. Daniel Llords is a
man of many talents. He has played
Mozart with a symphony at the
tender age of seven; he has sung at
the Hollywood Bowl; played in
numerous motion pictures; been
featured in radio series, and has
designed opera and stage sets. For
the past decade or more, what had
been a hobby has turned into a
fulltime profession. Llords began
Ris present career as a sole
marionettiste as a continuation of a
boyhood interest.

He now has mere than nine
hundred marionettes which he
skillfully uses in eriginal interpeta-
tions of great musical works
through the medium eof a ‘puppet
theatre’ - thus the cencept of
concertheatre. He controls every-
thing, and is centrelled orly by his
seemingly limitless imagination. He
designs his own sets, stage, and
scenery and the marionettes are all
of his own design and construction:
He choreegraphs each number, and
controls lighting, visual effects, and
spectacular special effects, as well
as the multi-stringed marionettes,
solely by himself. Llords uses a
combination of his hands and feet
and a specially designed, many
corridored and curtained puppet
stage to create a visual effect of

effortlessness and constant move-
ment.

The marionettes themselves are
breathtakingly intricate. Each one is
controlled by numerous strings
which enables it to appear very
lifelike, especially when precise
movements are called for. (ie.
dancing on a tabletop, or playing a
violin). They are realistically cos-
tumed and are easily recognizable
as the characters they are meant to
portray. There is no lack of celour,
and everything is very detailed.

In his concertheatre performance
with the ASQO, Llerds choose to do
his visual theatre interpetations of
three well known and poewerful
musical selections. The orehestra
seemed a little mere inspired than
on previous occasiens, and they
appeared to enjoy having the music
they played channelled through a
eorresponding visual medium. They
also played Tchaikovsy's ‘‘Capriccio
ltalien'' (as weH as two other works)
solely as an audie production, and
were well received. Llords and his
marienettes aecempanied the or-
chestra with an ariginal interpeta-
tion of Gouned's ballet suite from
Faust, where Faust sells his seul to
the devil for leve of Marquerite, and
is condemned to eternal damnation.

Other collaborations between the
two art mediums were in works by
Telemann (Don Quixete) and Of-
fenbach, where Llerds’ marionettes

performed to music from the
Overture to ‘‘Orpheus in the
Underworld'’. This cemical com-

ment on style-conscious Paris of the
1890's included a cherus line, a
vielin selg (nicely timed to inter-
grate with the orchestra), a testy
woman of questionablte character,
and much jovial frivolity. Llords eye
for detail was ever evident, and
greatly appreciated by the delighted
audience.

At_the conclusion of the concer-

s sponded warmly, as

was one time they had really missed
out on something good. Perhaps the
inconsistency of the ASQO perfor-
mances, or the general lack of
visible publicity may have been at
fault. At any rate, Llords Interna-
tional and all it contains and holds
forth, really was too good to miss.

theatre performance (a comfortable
one and a half hours), the audience,
which housed some children, re-
they had
throughout the programme, to this
fresh approach to art as entertain-
ment. It was unfortunate that more
people were not in attendance—this
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Canadian amateur photographers
have needed their own national maga-
zine for years. Now here it is!

In every issue

« Portfolios of amateur Canadian work and a profile

of the photographer
e Down to earth how-to articles

* Fleld reports on all types of equipment available in

Canada

« A section on the basics for those aspiring to Im-

prove their skills
* Annual Buyers’ Guide
and much more . . .

* Regular columns, fresh Iideas, trouble shooting

« Books, reviews, things to make and bulld

» Readers’ photos from all across Canada

« Info on shows, contests and seminars from coast

to coast

« Darkrooms, movies, medium format photography

 Travel photography

Improve your photographic skills, solve problems

and save $2.25.
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THE BEST DEAL WE CAN OFFER

By mailing in this coupon you get a year's subscription at half price. In-
stead of paying $8 a year for AUDIOSCENE and $5 50 a year for PHOTO

CANADA, pay only $4 and $2,25 or $6.25 for both

And, to introduce you to our magazines, we guarantee satlsfgcnon. Enjoy
your first issue. If for any reason you should decide you don lw._ant o con-
tinue your sub, just write “cancel'' on your invoice and the first issue is

yours, with our compliments, absolutely free

If your speciai interest is hi-fl, and particularly
music, AudioScene Is 8 must. Here's why.

In every Issue

¢ Audiolab Test Reports « MusicRevue

¢ AudioReviews ¢ AudioTrends

Each Issue spotlights a different aspect of audio
« Getting Into audio * Component buying

* Annual speaker review * Hi-Fi Buyers Catalogue
« 100 years of audio * The entertainment business
... plus a wealth of articles

« The maturing of rock * Music and electronics

¢ The anatomy of a hit record

Edltorial excellence throughout . . . and right now
you save $4 on your first year's sub.
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|M RIP THIS OUT.
I Start my 1/2 price
sub(s) today.

] AudioScene $4 yr.

[J Photo Canada
$2.25yr.

[ both $6.25 yr.
| understand thatif | apt’
for any reason | wish

to discontinue my
sub, the first issue is
mine with your com-
pliments.

[l payment enclosed
CJ bill me. 76-2

o 05 T AE15,7 | - AR S PPN R S )

Mail to: Maclean-Hunter, BPCD,
Box 9100, Station ‘A’,
Toronto, Ontario MSW 1V5
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